
THE COLLECTED WORKS OF 

MAHATMA GANDHI 

XX 

(April- August 1921) 




the publications division 

Ministry op Inpormation and Broamawing 
Govrrnment op India 



448 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA* GANDHI 

* a month discard foreign cloth and get new garments made from swa- 
deshi cloth or khadi? Should they incur a debt? Should they beg? 
Should they not rather rest content with a pledge not to purchase foreign 
cloth henceforth? 

A. Even such a poor man should cleanse himself of the filth 
of foreign cloth. If the worst comes to the worst, let him beg for 
khadi afterwards; let him borrow money from friends or get it 
through hard labour, wearing, meanwhile, no more than a 
langoti. A strong determination will help us to overcome many 
difficulties. Such determination is a form of prayer and it does 
bear fruit. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 11-9-1921 

223. SPEECH ON SWADESHI , BO MB AX 1 

July 30, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said on the 30th June Indians had done their duty to their 
country and they must be proud of it, for they had realized that they could 
do a thing without the support, the patronage, of Government. Their fear 
about want of money was now removed and even now he was receiving, un- 
asked, funds from his Pysi, Mohammedan and Hindu friends for theTilak Swaraj 
Fund and that showed that Indians were realizing their duty to their Mother- 
land. He was now sure that, if the money that was already collected was 
spent properly, they would not only be able to collect one crore of rupees, 
but even four crores. He, however, wanted swaraj before the end of the year 
and that would mean they would not have to collect any more monies. But 
man proposes and God disposes, and his desires might not be fulfilled. If all 
Indians — men and women — did their duty to their country, he was sure of 
success. The All-India Congress Committee had now decided that they should 
put their energies in producing as much khaddar as possible. Without having 
swadeshi they could not have swaraj. Indians did not like to wear what 
was produced in this country but only those clothes which came from England, 
France and Japan, as they thought that country-made cloth was not beautiful 
or artistic enough for their requirement. If they could think like that, how. 
could they realize swaraj ? The two lungs of India were food and clothing 
and if they were diseased the country could not live long. How many crores 
of people there were in this country who were on the verge of starvation? If 

1 Gandhiji spoke to a crowded meeting of Parsis, held under the auspices 
of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, at Excelsior Theatre. 
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they thought about them they would find that it was their duty to provide 
for those starving Indians. If they read the history of this country they would 
find that since India gave up weaving and spinning and took to foreign cloth 
India was suffering from poverty and as long as they did not try to remedy 
these things their sufferings would continue. If the Parsi millionaires gave all 
their money to the poor of this country their sufferings would not cease, for 
did they want to keep those crores of persons dependent on their sadavarts? 
Or did they want to make them self-dependent? By their own efforts, by their 
own work, these people should earn their livelihood and get their clothing, 
and they must not be taught to depend upon others for their necessaries. There 
was only one way of providing work for the poor in this country and that was 
by Indians wearing khaddar. Some people might ask him why all those poor 
persons did not come to towns like Ahmedabad and Bombay where there was 
so great a scarcity of labour. He did not think that the poor of India would 
leave their homes and migrate to the towns for work in the mills. Supposing 
they did that, what would be the result? Indians would have to starve, for 
who would till the soil and produce wheat and other cereals for them? India 
would then be a jungle and the people would have to starve. It was there- 
fore not possible for the whole population to migrate to towns. So long as 
there was a single man starving in this country, so long it was the duty of 
Indians to be economical and not to indulge in useless luxuries. Therefore he 
was telling his friends that whatever reforms they might get, whatever resolu- 
tions they might pass in the Councils, so long as they could not remove the 
poverty from this land, all their efforts would be in vain. He would appeal to 
his Parsi friends to realize the true position of India, diagnose the disease from 
which the country was suffering and then try to remove it by means of 
observing swadeshi. Let the Parsis show to the whole country — however much 
steeped in luxury they might be, however much they might like to use costly 
things and clothes — that once they had realized the serious position of this 
country they were willing to do their duty by their Motherland and not only 
fall in line with other communities, but to lead the other backward communities 
to the goal of swaraj. He for one believed fully that a community which 
was always taking the lead in many questions in this country would also lead 
the country this time and would not fall behind. It was impossible for the 
country to make a move forward without taking all the different communities 
with it and India could not afford to leave a single community behind. Parsis 
who had been taking a leading part in so many questions, he had no doubt, would 
do so also in this regard. The Parsis should not say that because they had 
two months before them they would do nothing until the 30th September and 
give up everything on the last day. The Parsi community would be put to test 
on Monday next 1 and he knew they would not be found wanting, for he knew his 

1 August 1 . The boycott campaign was to be launched on that day. 
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PREFACE 


This volume covers the four months, April 14 to August 15 
of 15)21, the year of the slogan : “Swaraj in one year”. Every- 
thing that Gandhi ji said or did at this time was directed towards 
clarifying his concept of swaraj, training people to attain fitness 
for it, and mentally preparing them for its early achievement. His 
speeches and writings in Young India and Navajivan concentrated at 
first on the Bezwada programme of March 1921, which had fixed 
specific targets to he reached by June 30 for the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund, Congress membership and the spread of the charkhn. 

Gandhiji was clear in his own mind that the promise of “Swaraj 
in one year” was far from unconditional. He would test fitness 
for swaraj not only in terms of the Bczwada mandate but also by 
the fulfilment of the swadeshi programme, perfect non-violence 
and Hindu-Muslim unity. 

Gandhi ji’s opposition was to the system of Government. In 
his appeal to “Every Englishman in India” he wrote : “. . . man 
is superior to the system lie propounds. , . . Here in India you 
belong to a system vile beyond description. It is possible, there- 
fore, for me to condemn the system in the strongest terms, 
without considering you to he bad. . . . Our corporate life is 
based on mutual distrust and fear. This, you will admit, is 
unmanly . . . join me in destroying a system that has dragged 
both you and us down.” ^pp. 366-7) Gandhiji’s aim was “a 
commonwealth of nations which will combine, if they do, for the 
purpose of giving their best to the world, and of protecting, not 
by brute force but by sclf-sufFering, the weaker nations or races of 
the earth,” (p. 29G) 

How was swaraj to be established? Gandhyi's reading of 
history was that the British people did not yield to justice pure 
and simple. It was too abstract for their common sense. They 
would respond when the Indian people had shown sufficient 
strength of purpose and undergone a measure of self-sacrifice, or 
when justice was allied with force. Whether it was brute force or 
soul-force, they did not mind. 

But Gandhiji was sure that the force lie should employ was 
non-violent non-co-operation. lie deprecated methods of subter- 
fuge, secrecy and violence. At the Gujarat Political Conference 
on June I, he moved the resolution which advocated non-co-opera- 
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tion. In persuading the Ali Brothers to issue a statement disclaim- 
ing any intention to resort to violence or to league with foreign 
enemies, he brought on himself much criticism from many quarters, 
but morality was for him higher than polities, ami he commended 
the apology as “a guiding-star to the straying nun-co-operators. 
They must continually purify themselves even in front of their 
opponents, and at the risk of their action being mistaken for weak- 
ness. Tit the process of putting themselves in the right, they must 
not count the cost. That is the implication of following truth for 
truth’s sake ...” (p. 24‘>) 

The Non-co-operation campaign had been aimed at removing 
“the hallucination about titles, law-courts, m hoots and domicils." 
(p. 14) It was not, it could not be, suspended till the rnd was 
reached. It was always open to the people to leant to it. It 
was a movement "intended to invite KuglUhiuen to co-operate 
with us on honourable terms or retire ft out out laud ...it* 
place our relations on a pure basis, to define them in a manner 
consistent with our self-respect and dignity. " (p. Ih) 

The primary aim of the movement was self-put ideation, the 
revival of the Kshatriya spirit. “Even our prayer should he not 
for swaraj, but for strength to win it." ({», Ion) "We air not even 
trying to change the British, we arc trying to irfoim out selves," 
{p. 122) His “Himalayan mistake" lay in his misjudging "the 
preparedness of the country", (p. til) To criticism by /'Ar Vimn 
of India that he hud changed, he replied that there was no real 
difference between the old Gandhi ami thr new, hut that the new 
had a clearer conception of satyagraha and prim! the doctiinr of 
ahimsa more than ever. 

Criticism from the Poet, Rabindranath Tagoir, was it chal- 
lenge that Gandhiji met in firm and categorical terms. He coun- 
selled patience and a dear distinction brtwrru the movement 
and its excrescences. He wrote : "Non-co-operation tuny have 
come in advance of its time. India and the world must then 
wait, but there is no choice for India save Iwtwrrn violence and 
non-co-operation.” The Poet need not fenr that the movement 
was “intended to erect a Chinese wall brtwrrn India and the 
West. On the contrary, non-co-operation is intended to pave 
the way to real, honourable and voluntary co-operation based on 
mutual respect and trust. . . . Non-co-operation is a protest 
against an unwitting and unwitting participation in evil.” (p, J(i2) 

In the course of a note on “English Learning”, Gandhiji made 
hit classic declaration insisting on the native strength which alone 
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can assimilate, foreign influence. “I hope I am as great a believer 
m free air as the great Poet. I do not want my house to be 
walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want 
the cultures o t all the lands to be blown about my house as freely 
as possible. Hut I refuse to be blown off my feet by any. I 
refuse to live in other people’s houses as an interloper, a beggar or 
a slave. , . . Mine is not a religion of the prison-house. It has 
room for the least among God’s creation. But it is proof against 
insolence, pride of race, religion or colour.” (p. 159) 

I he ground was being prepared for a fresh expression of 
the non-co-operation spirit. The Viceroy’s Simla speech was 
"all right” a preliminary effort at a study of the movement. 
"One misses in the Viceregal speech,” Gandhiji wrote a little 
later, "a frank recognition of the many failures of the past, and 
therefore, a sincere desire for opening a new page,” (p. 188) Yet 
on June 24, he was. "deeply gi ieved” over the Viceroy’s communique 
anti speech regarding the AH Brothers’ apology neither of which 
was factually correct. On June 28, he asked that an agreed 
account of the circumstances and character of his interviews with 
the Viecroy in May be published. He feared that the Viceroy 
had passed into the hands of a bureaucracy that was "clever, 
united and unscrupulous”. 

It became the duty of the non-co-operators henceforth to 
preach disaffection for the existing system of Government and to 
prepare the country for civil disobedience. He made clear the 
relationship between non-co-operation and civil disobedience. 
"Disobedience is the acutest form of non-co-operation ... It is 
a total dental of the authority of the State, and is permissible 
only when the State has proved itself corrupt beyond redemption.” 
(p. 229) Gandhiji had himself refused to appear as a witness 
before the Military Requirements Committee. 

On July 17, the Non-co-operation Committee consisting of 
Gandhiji, Shaukat Alt, Dr. Kitchlcw and Khatri issued a report 
urging greater effort for fulfilling the Bezwada and Non-co-opera- 
tion programmes. Gandhiji recognized that the most religious 
of all movements, as he described it, would entail a great deal 
of sacrifice and suffering. "The Temple of Freedom is not 
erected without the blood of sufferers.” (p. 441) Repeated arrests 
and continuous incarceration were part of the price the people 
had to pay, 

Gandhiji did concede the "dangerous” character of civil 
disobedience. While, on the one hand, it could never be put down 
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if the civil resisters were prepared to face extreme* hardships, it 
was “a most dangerous experiment that of inducing thousands 
of Mussulmans and, for that matter, Hindus too, to become and 
remain strictly non-violent, although tleir final creed permits 
them to resort to violence under given conditions." (p. 4<»:t) 
Nevertheless, Gandhiji tliscounted the feasibility of .starling a civil 
disobedience movement then or in the immediate future. 'Hie 
country was not ready for its adoption on an extensive scale. 

The target of the Tilak Swaraj Fund a crorr of rupees 
had been reached by the end of June a sensational achievement. 
More emphasis was now placed on swadeshi and boycott of 
foreign cloth in order to create "an atmosphere that would 
enable us to inaugurate civil disobedience on a scale that uo 
Government can resist.” (p. 466) 

■ On July I, Gandhiji gave the call for complete boycott of 
foreign cloth by August I, for, as he wrote, "To be able to enter 
the temple of swaraj, what we need is swadeshi. Swadeshi inrun* 
boycott of foreign cloth,” (p. 1511) 

About the middle of July, Gundhiji put into circulation a 
pledge to use only hand-woven swadeshi clothes, It was alumt 
this time that the ‘bonfire' of foreign cloth became the 'burning* 
topic of the day. Gandhiji recommended all people to take 
a pledge on August I abjuring the use of foreign cloth. The 
people took the swadeshi vow w The public meeting at 

Pard, at which there was the first huge bonfire of r««reigu doth, 
took place on the night of July 31, which Gandhiji described ns 
i ® sacred day for Bombay”, ft was reiiuuisceut of the meeting 
In Johannesburg in August l TOR, at which the Indians hud made 
a bonfire of their registration certificates. He stressed the rigid, 
ficancc of the act; "I look upon the ceremony of burning as a 
sacrament, (p, 455) The "outward fire is a symbol of die inner 
fire that should burn up all our weaknesses , , , our purified 
reason must show us the true economies of swadeshi." (pp, 458-9) 
A glow of fi-eedom passed through that vast concourse, It was 
a noble act nobly performed. . . (p. 486) And in a letter to 

Andrews he explained: “What I am trying to do just now is 
to perform a surgical operation with a hand that must not shake. 

. . . I look upon life as one of discipline and restraints . , , the 
people are silently and unconsciously transferring their hatred of 
sinners to sin itself." (p. 499) 

What was the shape of the swaraj for which this was the 
preparation? Gandhiji left no room for doubt or ambiguity: 
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“Swaraj is a state of being of individuals and nations.” (p. 99) 
“Swaraj is the abandonment of the fear of death.” (p. 503) 
“Ability to plod is swaraj.” (p. 528) Ramarajya meant "swaraj 
or the rule of dhaima or people’s rule. Such rule can be 
established only when the people themselves come to have a 
regard for dhantia and learn to be brave.” (p. 122) “ . . . swaraj 
could not be granted even by God. We would have to earn it 
ourselves." (p. 133) 

With the structure of swaraj Gandhiji refused to concern 
himself at the. moment. So, when Bipin Chandra Pal raised the 
question, Gamlhiji considered it premature and compared it with 
the act of a “mason tiying to tackle the topmost storey before 
the foundation was solidly laid." (p. 232) 

Such swaraj, or dkamarajya^ the Kingdom of the righteous, 
could be. iiehieved only by the means of non-violent non-co- 
operation, Gamlhiji declared: "I have no desire to see any- 
thing but Right triumph. I have never believed and I do not 
now believe that the end justifies the means. . . . You cannot 
achieve a good end by bad means." (p. 492) He wanted to see 
India stand erec t. In free India, there was no room for a gov- 
erning class, The j ample were insistent more and more on governing 
themselves. “Good Government, they are coming to see, is no 
substitute for self-government.” (p. 188) He was unable to ac- 
cept the proposition that “whilst the distant goal must be one of 
freedom for India, its present state must be that of tutelage. , . . 
British rule is tainted with the blood of the innocent victims of 
Jaltianwala, and with treachery towards Islam.” (p. 189) Until 
these causes were removed, the unrest in India could not be 
cured. When England washed her hands clean, there was a 
possibility of even swaraj “within the Empire". But the Congress 
creed hud been “purposely made elastic enough to admit of a 
demand for independence", (p. 355) 

Of this independence Congress was obviously to be the ins- 
trument -Gandhiji emphasised, The Congress Constitution had 
been so devised “as to tax and prove the nation’s capacity for 
self-government". He claimed that the greater the authority of 
Congress, the less must be that of the Government, so that “when 
the Congress commands complete confidence and willing obe- 
dience to its instructions, there is full swaraj." (p. 293) He wrote 
to N. 0, Kelkar on July 4: "... we should make the Working 
Committee a swift, powerful and homogeneous body. ... I do 
believe we can achieve all we want by efficiently working the 
Congress constitution. . . ." (p. 322) 
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Gandhiji continued to focus attention on social evils like tin- 
touchability. Wherever he spoke, he inveighed against the prac- 
tice. It was Hindu society’s duty to get rid of it. It was un- 
acceptable to reason. It was contrary to truth and non-violence 
and, therefore, was certainly not dharma. He recognized that by 
this relentless criticism, he had alienated and antagonized many; 
but he would not compromise with untouehahility. T.ikewise he 
persisted in emphasizing the need for communal unity. It was 
not a mere copy-book maxim with him. He saw clearly the 
truth: “Divided we must fall.” (p. HO) He envisaged closer ties 
between labour and capital not by legislation but by practice. 
Legislation in advance of public opinion was often worse 
than ttseless. Prohibition, too, was a compelling need, lie 
declared: “Under every system of government, total prohibition, 
so far as I can see, will he insisted upon by the nation. ” (p. litiH) 

Perhaps the most precious thing in t his Volume is "AUnit- 
fession of Faith” (pp. !5f»i)-71), a touching tribute to (iokhale, in 
which Gandhiji stresses the sucrednevs of the relation- 

ship and praises his master in terms which the world would 
willingly apply to the disciple as well: “Pure as crystal, gentle as « 
lamb, brave as a lion, generous to a fault. . , the most perfect man 
in the political field.” 



VfW*; TO HUE HEADER 

In repi'mlm itig ICn^Ush m, uniat every endeavour hits been 
matin t«* adhere stiicily in thr original. Obvious typographical 
errors have hern con mini and words abbreviated in the text spelt 
out. Variant spellings of names have, however, been retained as 
in the original. 

Matter in square brackets has been supplied by the Editors. 
Quoted passages, where these are in English, have been set up in 
small type and printed with an indent, indirect reports of speeches 
and passages which are not hy G.mdhiji have been set up iu small 
type, lit reports til speeches and interviews, slight changes have 
sometimes been made in passages not attributed to Gandhiji. 

Wliile translating limn Gujarati and Hindi, eilorts have been 
made to achieve fidelity and also readability in English. Where 
English translations of these are available, they have linen used 
with such changes as were necessary to bring them into conformity 
with the original. 

The date of an item where it was available or could be inferred 
has liecn indicated at the top right-hand corner; if the original is 
undated, tlte inferred date is supplied within square brackets, with 
reasons where necessary. The date given at the end of an item 
alongside the source is that of publication, The writings are 
placet! under the date of publication except where the articles 
carry a date line or where the date of writing has special 
significance and is ascertainable. 

References to An Autobiography cite only the part and chapter, 
in view of the varying pagination in different editions. 

In the source-line, the symbol S.N. stands for documents 
available in Saharmati Sangrahaiaya, Ahmcdabad; G.N. refers 
to those available in the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sangrahaiaya, 
New Delhi; C.W. denotes documents secured by the Collected 
Works of Mahatma Gandhi, 

The Appendices provide background material relevant to 
the text. A list of sources and a chronology for the period covered 
by the Volume are also provided at the end. 
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J. SPEECH AT MEETING IN RAS » 



April 15, 1921 

l once advised the people to help the Government when it was 
in difficulties, saying that, if we wished to secure our rights under 
the Government, we must first do our duty. Accordingly, as soon 
as the campaign in the Khcda district had ended, I came to per- 
suade the people to join the army. 2 I had got ready to do sol- 
diering. I do not at all regret what I did. I see that it has 
brought nothing but profit to the people. By deciding that we 
should join the army, we showed our nobility. I am not sorry that 
we did so. I am sorry only for this, that when I went to the brave 
and stout-hearted Patidars 3 and Thakores*, only a few came 
forward to enlist. The reason for it was not that they did not 
like the Government or lacked faith in it, but that they did not have 
the necessary courage. You were not ready to die. You did 
not like to die for the Government or for anyone else, but now 
the times have changed. Now I am opposing the Government; 
I consider it adharma 5 on our part to do soldiering for the Govern- 
ment; I have now lost all faith in it. At that time, I did 
not call this Government Satanic, but today I call this ad- 
ministration a Satanic Government or Rawnarajya*. That unique 
devotion with which I went about on foot in the Kheda district 
and that strength of mine which I used for the Government, that 
very strength of mine, a part of my noble heritage, 1 am now 
employing against the Government, for satyagraha means doing 
what is right. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navctfmn, 1-5-1921 


* This and similar other report* of speeches which follow are extracted from 
the accounts of Gandh^i’* tour in Gttfarat published in Nmqfioan. 

2 Viit Vol. XIV. 

* & 4 Names of communities forming bulk of the population in the 
Kheda district of Gqjarat 

* The opposi te of dharma 

* The rule of Ravana, as distinguished from Ramarajya which is tradi- 
tionally regarded as the ideal political order 
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V. Sl'KECIl A i AtKKllMi /.V HOKSAli 


A (»il /5, Wi»/ 

When l visited llnrsad curlier,* t did not sneered in my aim, 
but now there is awakening here. The first mark of awakening 
is that we should have developed the power of organizing meetings 
and of controlling processions. That mptires training, Just as 
a lire or a waterfall cannot he utilized unless skilfully runiiolled, 
so awakening too is useless without disriplmr, The first mark of 
awakening is that, wherever we ate, we should understand our 
duty. 

[From Gujarati J 
j Sfamjmn, 1-5-1021 


s, mm;ti ai taluk a cumt-mkvw, a awl* 

A {nil Id, mt 

For me, there can he decorations, presents and medals of khtuli 
alone. The thing 1 have been given, however, is no sign of swa- 
raj. One can see in this why we do not get svyaraj this very day, 
You have elected as your president a man who calls himself a fann- 
er and a weaver, and now a /f/nitigi’; and you have given him this 
purse! There is no weight in it either of paper (i,r,, currency 
notes] or silver or gold, You have given me just an empty purse; 
and a still greater crime is that it is ail made of foreign material,* 
Its dye is foreign, its yarn is forrign, the silk thread in it is foreign, 
Then what is swadeshl in it? I claim to he a leader of the swadeshi 
movement and I should know what is swadeshi and what is not 
swadeshi. The beauty of my definition of swadeshi is that if we 
follow such swadeshi, nobody can prevail over us, Swadeshi for 
Haiol is what is made in llatot itself, Anything made anywhere 
else in India must be unacceptable to it. We, alt of us, should 

* During the Kbtsia Sbttyagraha hn the summer of lUUtj Vol. XIV. 

1 In the Punch Mahal* district of Gujarat, Gamlhiji presided over the 

conference. 

* Literally scavenger, member of a community intdiihmally regarded 
untouchable 

* Some person in the audience interrupted Gandhjji at this point, saying 
that it was swadeshi. Tito remarks which follow were in reply to this. 



SPEECH AT TALUKA CONFERENCE, IIALOL 3 

be self-sufficient and should compete for the first place. We shall 
get swaraj when we vie with one another with ever greater vigour 
in this matter. This is the key to swaraj. 

I cannot bear to sec the decorations here in the town. Not 
even an inch of foreign cloth should be used in them. Instead, 
such cloth is hung up all round. All the flags and buntings arc of 
foreign stuff. Their dyes arc all foreign. Understand, therefore, 
that these decorations are no better than rags. Since one puts up 
decorations for the sake of the guest, you should have done what 
would please me, at least out of courtesy and respect for me! We 
shall make progress towards swaraj only if we do everything 
thoughtfully anti with understanding. The volunteers whom wc 
see moving about here are dressed in English-style coat-and- 
trousers of duck cloth. How absurd that volunteers for swaraj 
work should use duck cloth! If you cannot afford to buy new 
khadi, I am ready to give you khadi to replace your duck cloth. 
If you feel too embarrassed to accept khadi from me, l would 
advise you to do your work as volunteers wearing only a loin- 
cloth. It is not that service can be rendered only by dressing oneself 
up like an Englishman. It is with your love anil good behaviour 
that you should impress the people. If you are seeking to do so with 
your English trousers, give tip the idea altogether. We should 
discard this apparel at least to keep up our dignity as Indians out 
to win swaraj. Personally, I would advise the volunteers to spin 
every day lor two, hours. You can be true volunteers only when 
you spin yourselves, get the yarn woven into cloth and wear that 
doth. 

In our swaraj army, grown-ups would not work as effectively 
as little boys and girls. The former are steeped in fraud, hypocrisy 
and pride. If these things disappear, we should get swaraj this 
very day. Though advanced in age, wc should have innocence, like 
Maulana Shuukat Ali’s 1 . This man’s mind is as pure and tender 
as a child’s. He wishes ill of none. He fears only God. Learn 
innocence from him. I have cultivated innocence by constant 
effort. I have built the embankment, putting a pebble at a time, 
have filled the pond drop by drop; it is still unfilled. Maulana 
Shaukat Ali has lived in luxury and yet he has the strength to 
mount the scaffold this moment. I revel in khadi and the touch 
of silk is torture to my body, whereas Shaukat Ali is in love with 
muslin and silk. When, nevertheless, he puts on khadi, the thing 

l 1873-1938} nationalist Muslim politician; took u leading part in the 
KhU&f&t movement 
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must be regarded a miracle. He has rmiiruml (hr hardships of a 
fakir’s life for the sake of Islam. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , l -5- 1921 


4 . .SPEECH A'i CULTIVATORS' MEE'ltMl, H.il.M,' 

April Ifi , mi 

You, in particular, need manure to grow emu. Then, how ran 
you despise the ll/itini>h? We want to bring ,S<tty,tyu%<P into this 
world. It will certainly not drop ft out the skies. \Vr have to 
usher it in through our good deeds. All addictions, therefore, should 
be given up. How can a man who gets intoxicated with iitptor, 
toddy, gflnja\ opium anti such other tilings take earr of an inesti- 
mable thing like it farm? You are verily the protectors of the laud, 
the producers of food for the world. These days l have hern apply- 
ing to the Government epithets like rubbers and devils; if you 
farmers, then, mb the people, how should you he characterised? 
If you give up your traditional goodness, your heroism and your 
truthfulness, if you, who are called the fathrrs of the world, oppress 
the people, that will be like the sea catching lire. To whom, then, 
should a man like me turn, one who, having come to dislike legal 
practice, describes himself as ;t weaver and a Mtingi ? Hut I nut 
sure that you are good atul hence it is that I have become a limner. 
The farmer’s pillow is death. He slrrjw with death under his 
head. Who could frighten him? You are kings, in fact, and 1 
want you to remain so. The king who mbs Ids subjects sins. There- 
fore, be good in your lives. 

Go and give the message from this farmer Gandhi to other 
formers, that he has asked them not to steal and not to gamble. 
Their duty is to grow corn and aril it at reasonable prices. They 
may not sell at a loss, but it is not right for a cultivator to make 
unduly large profits like a miserly trader. They wilt find theirs a 
worth-while profession only if they save themselves front this. 

You need not do labour under compulsion. Will you slave 
on the farm or for the Government and its dishonest officials? 
Tell them that you are not serfs but farmers. 

1 As the cultivators who had arrived in attmil itir Taluk* Conference rtndd 
not hear Gandhi]!'* speech, a separate meeting w»* at tanged Tor ihrtn in 
the evening. 

1 Literally “Age of Truth"; the Golden Age 

* Hemp 
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Get rid of your addictions and learn self-control. Pray to 
God as you get up in the morning and then go to your work. It 
is not good that, in the evening, after unyoking the oxen, you 
start speaking foul language or singing filthy songs. In the 
late evening, sing bhajans 1 or join in kirtans 2 in praise of God. There 
arc no rains those days because the king has become a sinner, and 
so have the subjects. God does not destroy us completely, since 
He wants to test us. Be good in your lives, therefore, give up addic- 
tions, engage yourselves in bhajans and kirtans; you will find, then, 
that you have all the rain you want. 

[From GujaratiJ 
Navajivan, 1 -5- 1921 


5. NOTES 

Language and Thought 

It is rarely that language succeeds as a vehicle of thought. 
More often than not it conceals thought. Always language circum- 
scribes thought. When, especially, a person translates from an- 
other’s language, what difficulties arc experienced and howlers 
perpetrated only translators and journalists know. We have been 
in such difficulties time and again. We published Shri Vaman- 
rao Joshi’s statement 3 in bold type on the front page. When we 
read the printed translation, we ourselves felt ashamed. We felt 
wc had done an injustice to this brave man, or, rather, to readers. 
The message seemed to go against the ideas and methods which 
we wish to sec prevail. The translation wc printed was from Eng- 
lish. Shri Vamanrao’s original message was of course in Marathi, 
The objectionable element we find in our translation is not present 
in the original at all. “It is not our business to reveal our own 
shame in public”— is the view we have attributed to Shri Vaman- 
rao, 4 Our courage lies in being ever ready to expose our shame. 
Shri Vamanrao wishes to cloak the people's shame by himself 
displaying courage and not by leaving that shame unexposed. By 
hiding their shame the people become emasculated, just as a disease 

• & * Devotional tongs and those sung in chorus, respectively 

3 In Nmqjiuan, 1444921. Joshi, who had been arrested on a charge of ^ 
sedition, had stated that he did not want to defend himself. 

* Josh! had held that their duty was to expose the misdeed* of foreigner* 
and not to expose their own shame in public which, he implied, he would be 
doing by offering a defence. There was nothing more disgraceful, in hi* view, 
than that one Indian should be arrested by another and icntenccd by a third. 
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crows by being concealed. IF ««« ;'PP‘ < ’ ltn, ‘j H an«I 

fSw UuL 0* Ult.’T, b ... slijmtr in <l» ;■> f - 
may bo something to be ashamed ol m the occasion itsrll. When, 
however, swaraj is established, an Indian pohmn.m will arrrsl an 
Indian who has committed a crime and the latte, will he \muM 
by an Indian judge. That will not .seem "hameiul; m «.»*■*. it 
will be normal ami accepted as sttelt. Shri Vamanrao has made 
his remarks with reference to the present situation. He has pointed 
to and exposed our shame in an Indian serving jlhr tiovermurnt] 
for the sake of the belly, ever the eause of so many sms, arrest- 
ing another innocent Indian, and in a judge, in the same posi- 
tion as the first Indian, sentencing the laltei. Hut it pains us that 
wc could not bring out in our translation ait tins meaning. How- 
ever, we console ourselves with the thought that stub rtiois air in- 
evitable* We sec what an inadeiptate uistimiuut language is, 
especially the language of translation, for expiring our thoughts. 
Indeed, true speech consists in acting rather than in speaking. How 
can speeches ever reveal thoughts as action lines? l.rt ns all nit 
as Shri Vamanrao does and read his message in hi' s.u rilii rs, in 
his courage, in his fearlessness, his simplicity ami his humility, 
[From Gujarati | 

Nmajmn % 1 7 - 4 - 1 02 1 


6. LETTER TO Miammuo MVKUA' 


UuiUiKA, 

' Monday, Aptil //?, IU21 

DEAR FRIEND, 

Mahadcv tells me that the reference to Shri Hayaram Ciidit* 
mat in my reply* to your open letter has hurt you very much. 1 
did not make the remarks to hurt you. I marie them to show my 
regard for you and Dayarnmji, to Irt jjmjjjIp know that, no 
matter what the world may say, you arc both holy souls. All the 
same, if you feel hurt I shall make amends in any way you wish. 
How can I ever intend to give you pain? 

I also understand that you arc offended that 1 have not yet 
found it possible to call on you while 1 could pay a visit to Patel*. 

1 I83SM937; Qiijarmii i***i nmt mm *>f lrt*n*; t4 t*tijaf4H, 

Eiphluitotw Colley, Bombay 
» Vid* VdL XIX* pp. 17841s 
3 Presumably Vitimlblmi Paid 
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What defence shall l make ? A visit to you should be a pilgrimage. 
To Patel I went on business — would I have even the time, after 
that, for a peaceful visit to you? Many of my most cherished 
dreams remain unfulfilled, as in this instance. Won’t you for- 
give me, taking my word that I have not offended you knowingly? 

Van/lmataram from 
Mohandas 

[From Gujarati] 

Narasinhraoni Rojaniski 


7 . speech at meeting in godura 

April 18, 1921 

The main reason why we have become the Bhangis of this 
Empire, this Government, is that our Vaishmms ‘ and Shalvas 1 * , who 
call themselves orthodox sanatanis 3 4 , behave like beasts towards the 
Bhangis and oppress them. The Bhangis arc our kith and kin, our 
blood-brothers. We accept their service and do not even pay them 
adequate wages, so that they arc obliged to live on the remains on 
our plates which we offer them and are driven to eat carrion. 
As for service, I do not think that a lawyer, a doctor or a collec- 
tor serves society a whit more than a Bhangi, The Bhangis* services 
surely rank much higher than the services of these. If the former 
were to stop serving, what would be the plight of society ? The 
calamity that has befallen us is the reward of the sin we have 
committed against the Antyajas*. The punishment for our sin has 
to be shared by the Muslims because they are our neighbours. Many 
Hindus cite Shastras for avoiding contact with the Bhangis. I tell 
you, however, if there is any Shastra which says that it is sin to 
touch a Bhangi , it is no Shastra, A Shastra can never be beyond 
the power of reason to understand, something which disregards 
truth. For the rest, the Shastras may be interpreted in any way 
one chooses. What do we not do in the name of the Shastras? 
In their name, mendicants consume bhang and smoke g<wya; in 
the name of the Shastras, some devotees of a goddess consume 

l Devotees of Vishnu, the Preserver in the Hin'du Trinity, and. His incar- 
nation, Krishna 

* Devotees of Siva, the Destroyer in the Hindu Trinity 

* Hindus who accept the essentials of Hinduism as unalterable, the division 
of society into four castes being one of them 

4 Literally “last-born”, communities of untouchables in general 



8 THE COLLECTED WORKS Of MA1IATMA GANDHI 

mutton and wine and numberless people indulge in immoral prao 
tices; in the name of the Shastraa, in the Madras Presidency, girl* 
of tender age arc forced to become prostitutes. What greater tra- 
vesty of the Shastraa can there he than this? I rrganl myself an 
orthodox Vaidnava; I believe in the Viimuftrma' way of life. Hut 
I tell you, the idea that one gets polluted by touching a tlhmgi 
is an excrescence on Hinduism, a kind of dirt which has setilrd 
on it. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajitm, 1 - 5-1921 


8, REPLT TO WRWOm ADDRESS lir SUHAT 
MUNICIPAL!!' r 

April 1% mi 

I must say that just as not every man can eat or digest a 
rich dish, I wonder whether I can digest the glowing praise* 
showered on me. Some day, perhaps, I shall drsrrve them. I am 
doing my best in that direction, I have l»een striving to lie able 
to vanquish untruth with truth ami anger by refusing to oppose it 
with anger, and I wish that I should lay down my life in the effort. 
But, at present, the epithets you have applied to me are mis- 
placed. If, hearing them, I become indifferent or overltearing or 
smugly assume that I already deserve them because jteople have 
offered them to me, immediately my degradation would begin. 
My effort should be, above everything else, to maintain humility 
and see that I do not transgress the limits of propriety. The country's 
good and mine lie in my working with this vigilance. 

Your giving me a welcome address bespeaks the marvellous 
awakening in the country. It only mean* that the Municipality 
has realized its role. I hope to get much work for the country done 
through municipalities. And that is the reason why, lit the resolu- 
tions adopted at the last two scasions of the Congress, 1 * 3 municipali- 
ties have not been asked to Join the non-co-operation move- 
ment, Being what they are, the municipalities involve some ele- 
ment of co-operation, but then, at present, there is nut a single 
thing of ours which is free from it. There is co-operation even in 
eating one single grain of wheat, Hie non-co-operation we are 
employing at present is so Ught that even a child can shoulder 

1 Tha organisation of society into four caste*, each with a distinctive func- 

tion, and the division of life into four stages 

3 At Calcutta in September 1920 and at Nagpur in December 1920 
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its burden. If we can cany out intensive non-co-operation, it has 
sucli miraculous power that wc can get swaraj in a day. But I 
have taken care to put before the country only a simple form of 
non-co-operation which the country will have strength enough to 
carry out, and every municipality can join it. If the munici- 
palities in the country understand this and organize whatever 
work they can do, swaraj will he easy to win. 

As regards what this Municipality can do, all I have to say is, 
keep the promise you have given to make an effort to act upon 
the advice of the Congress. Gird up your loins for the removal of 
untouchability. I have mentioned this first, leaving aside the spin- 
ning-wheel. The latter represents the supreme task to which we 
should bend all our efforts, but there is a still more important 
task for the Hindus, which is to sec that not the slightest trace of 
untouchability survives. Work has to be done in the spinning- 
wheel movement, but in this our very mentality has to be trans- 
formed. 

Last night I went to the Bhangi quarters in Godhra. I was in 
agony at the sight of the conditions there. I wonder why Hindus, 
sharp-eyed as they are, cannot see what is visible even to the naked 
eye, why they do not know that there is a carbuncle on their back. 

You have been elected to get the city cleaned of its refuse, 
to look after the health of the people, to provide education for the 
children and to prevent diseases. You can do this only by raising 
the status of Bhangiu There will be no meaning in swaraj if you 
think merely of filling your pockets, just as England served its 
own interests on the pretence that it was fighting the War for the 
sake of small states like Belgium. 

Why do I call this Government Satanic? It had drawn the 
sword not for defending the weak hut for devouring . them. In 
our swaraj, in our dharmarajya , there will be only one aim, to serve 
the weak, Wc can be called true swarajists only if we do tapmharya 1 
to get pure swaraj which will provide cool shelter to all. 

Thus, the uplift; of the Bhangis is your first duty. Their streets 
must be clean, their houses tidy; they should have a convenient 
source of water. I now call myself a Bhangi Personally, I delight 
in spending some time in a Bhangi locality. That is, indeed, a re- 
creation for me. Fondling their children gives me joy. The 
Municipality, therefore, cannot be said to have discharged its 
duty so long as the Bhangi quarter is not in such condition that a 
man like me can stay there and observe the rules of hygiene. 


• Self-»ufibring w moral discipline 
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By a national school, wo should at the present time under* 
stand a school for spinning, for our education should provide us 
with the sustaining nourishment, which would make m free and 
radiant with vigour. 1 have been correcting my mistake with re- 
gard to education. If we try to impart no better education than 
what the Government provides, we shall go down. If we want to 
infuse strength info our people, the spinning-wheel is the only 
effective remedy. It is the basis of a golden plan for education. 
Introduce it in the schools and then you will not have to go 
begging to maintain them. 

[From Gujarati) 

Naim] mu, 5-5- 1 92 1 
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Full! RES AND Tlir.tR MxANtNO 

For the guidance of the workers l give below a table showing 
the population in millions of each Congress Province and the pro- 
portion in hundreds of thousands to hr collected by it lor the 
Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund*. 


No. 

Provinces 

Population 
in millions 

Pr ujxjttton of 
subscription 
to thousand* 

1 

Madras 

20 

<•50 

2 

Andhra 

21 

(»H2 

3 

Karnatak 

12 

:iu«) 

4 

Kerala 

7 

227 

5 

Bombay 

l 

32.5 

6 

Maharashtra 

12 

390 

7 

Gujarat 

il 

357 

8 

Sind 

4 

13 0 

9 

U. P. 

49 

1,592 

10 

Punjab 

27 

877 

11 

N.-W, F. 

3 

97.5 

12 

Delhi. 

i 

32,5 


1 The Indian National Congress, in its annual session at Nagpur, on 
December 26, 1920, resolved to set up the AH-lndla Tilak Memorial Kwargi 
Fund* On March 31, 1921, the AH- India Coiigrni GcNnmittre meeting at 
Beawada decided upon a target of one crow of rupees for the Fund. VUt 
Vol. XIX, p. 496. 
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No. 

Provinces 

Population 
in millions 

subscription 
in thousands 

13 

Ajmer M or warn 

19 

617 

14 

G. P. (Hindi) 

f) 

292 

15 

G. P. (Marathi) 

3 

97.5 

1C 

Berar 

3 

97.5 

17 

Bihar 

25) 

942 

18 

Utkal 

25 

487 

If) 

Bengal 

47 

1,527 

20 

Assam 

' 4 

130 

21 

Burma 

12 

390 


Though the sum for the whole of India, for the memory which 
it is intended to perpetuate and for the purpose which it is to 
fulfil, is small enough, it will not be collected without persistent and 
widespread effort. The surest way of not collecting the sum will 
he for each province merely to think of its own quota and be 
satisfied with it. The surest and the quickest way of collecting the 
sum is for everyone and lor every province to collect the whole or 
the most it can. Tims, a few millionaires of Bombay could, if 
they chose, subscribe the crore required in a day. It would be 
t itliculotts for Bombay to fling its quota at India and rest content. 
Bombay alone can well shoulder the whole burden. Bombay has 
allowed India to think always that it can finance public move- 
ments. Bombay paid the lion’s share to the Jallianwala Bagh 
Fund, Bombay paid the fattest contribution to the Congress Punjab 
Sub-Committee. Bombay has always out-distanced every other pro- 
vince in financial assistance. It will be equally ridiculous for Gujarat 
to be satisfied with its own quota of a little over 3J lakhs. It can 
easily collect much more, whereas the United Provinces would 
appear to be hopeless if the past is any guide to the future. They have 
no rich public workers. Pundit Nehru who always gave liberally 
has ceased to cam his lakhs per year, 1 India’s biggest beggar 
Pundit Malaviyaji 1 is not as yet available to the movement. It 
would be idle for us to expect the United Provinces to contribute 

1 Motilal Nehru had given up his legal practice and plunged into public 

work. 

* Matlan Molum Mdavlyn (1861-1946) ; President, Indian National Con- 
gress, 1909 and 1918} founded the Banarai Hindu University in 1916 , and was 
it* Vice-Chancellor during 1919-40; member, Imperial Legislative Council, 
1910 - 20 ; attended the Round Table Conference in London, 1931-32 
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their quota of nearly lt> lakhs. Ami yet it the litrty tunc millt-ms of 
the population of these provinces e.nt tie touched, il the big 
zemindars can he. interested, what is sixteen lakhs: 1 The Having 
of the drink hill can pay the whole quota. And il has fl.udwat 
and Benares to fall hack upon. The workers ran easily get the rich 
pilgrims who visit these famous shrines to contribute to the Tilak 
Swaraj Fund. They must have faith, and courage that faith bungs. 
Similarly Bengal. Bengal has many rieh men hut it has not as yet 
shone for its patriotic finance. Mr. Iked has to heat new ground. 
With the assistance of the Matwadis and the Cnj.tr. ifi* domiciled 
in Calcutta, Bengal should have no diflindty. Ajmer Mn wara 
will he hard put to it to find its rptota of over sis lakhs. It has to 
work among the different States. Its is perhaps the most dillicult 
plight. For the Mussulmans, Ajmer is a name to conjure with. 
The thousands of Mussulmans who visit Ajmer Sharif! can make 
a handsome contribution to the Tilnk Swaraj Fund. Fvrry worker 
must realize that there is not a moment to lose, I invite the head* 
of each province to send weekly notes of sums collected by them 
for publication. There must he systematic house, to-house collection, 
Gujarat has copied the Punjab. It has receipts on coloured art 
paper, containing a line, portrait of the, deceased patriot in a corner, 
The map of India ornaments the rest of the receipt. At the 
back arc printed the ten conditions of swat a j. The receipt is acknow- 
ledged in Gujarati, Ifcvnagari ami Urdu scripts. They have one- 
rupee, five-rupee and ten-rupee receipts, The Punjab had already 
collected Rs. 1,85,000 up to the 12th instant. The programme 1 
put before the country by the All-India Congress Committee is an 
easy programme for business people. It is an impossible task lor 
idle dreamers or platform orators. India cannot establish swargj 
without the swaraj workers developing line business habits. 

An Injorru Kyr 

Attention has been drawn in these columns to the temj»erance 
activity in Ahmcdubad and its great self-restraint. Dr. Kanuga was 
so seriously hurt in the eye by an unknown stone thrown that hr 
might have lost it. As it was, he had to be laid up for a few days. 

I Ghlttaranjan Das (1870-1925); President, Indian National Congress, 
1922; founded the Swanky* Party in 1923 

* Apart from collections for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, the Congress had railed 
for the enrolment of a crore of Congress member* and the introduction of two 
million spinning-wheels in the villages and cities. Tliese objectives, embodied 
la what became known as the Beswada Programme of the Congress, were to 
be achieved by June 30, 1921, 
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He stood his ground inspitc of the injury till he was relieved. The 
other pickets continued at their post. There was no panic. Natu- 
rally there was no complaint. The result was electrical. The 
drinking parly was nonplussed. The stone-throwing lost its force 
for want of reaction. And I understand that after the incident there 
has been no stone-throwing at all. The effect on the visitors to the 
drink shops has also been equally great. I regard this as one of 
the best examples of non-violence and its immediate results. Had 
l)r. Kanuga complained to the police, or his companions retalia- 
ted, there would have been a confusion of issues. All kinds of side 
issues would have been raised anti, as usual, feeling would have run 
high among parties and, what is worse, the cause of temperance 
would have suffered a set-back. Dr, Kanuga’s bravery, sacrifice 
and self-restraint have advanced the cause for which he has bled, 
it hits cheeked tiny further exhibition of temper on the part of tho 
publicans and their friends and raised the temperance crusade to 
a very high level. 

A Magistrate’s Vagaries 

That O’Dwycrism 1 is not dead in India has been demonstrated 
by the Cantonment Magistrate of Dchradun ordering on the 
Satyagraha Day, that shops in his Cantonment must be opened, 
on pain of the shopkeepers’ being banished from it in the event 
of disobedience of his orders. Little do people know that, in Can- 
tonments, Magistrates enjoy powers which are elsewhere exercised 
under Martial Law only. The residents within Cantonment limits 
are at the mercy of Magistrates. The wonder is that people have 
so long and so patiently put up with a system of government con- 
ceived with a view to checking] their liberty to the point of 
enslaving them. 

Editorial Change 

1 regret to inform the reader that Mr. Lalehand Adwaui, who 
was Assistant Editor, has been relieved of his charge and has now 
no connection at all with Young India in any capacity. Communi- 
cations for Young India should therefore he addressed simply, Editor, 
Toung India. 

Young India, 20-4-1921 

• The reference is to the Martial Law regime in 1919 of Sir Michael 
O'Dwyer, Lt.-Oovernor of the Punjab, during which the Jallianwal* Bagh 
massacre and other acts of oppression, official high-handedness and brutality 
were committed. 
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Wham er i Hut! my friends miHtmdrrstniuiim; the mnvrmnu, 
I mutter to myself the words of .1 celrhr.ttnl hymn: "We dial) 
know cat'll other better what the mist" h.ivr mllrd away.*’ A 
friend has just sent me the paragraphs on mm-cu-opri, limit in 
the Servant oj Min of the l itit inst.ml. It is Midi a linifJess ia*k 
explaining resolutions and motives. The year wilt soon pass away, 
and our actions, more titan words, will detin»istiatr tin- meaning 
of non-co-operation. 

For mo iton-cu-opcratiou is not suspended, and nr\rr will 
be, so long as the Government has not ptuged itself of the crimes 
against India the Mussulmans and the Punjabis, and so long 
as the system is not changed to respond to the will of the nation, 
Surely it was necessary to remove the hallm itiatum about titlrs, 
law-courts, sehctuls and (loitmils, 1 venture to think that, on the 
whole, the nationalists have responded nobly in irgaid to these 
items. There are no titled men among them, no nationalist law- 
yer who has not suspended prat lire has any pnblu status among 
non-co-operators, schools ami colleges have hit niched Iwvs and girls 
who arc now giving a good account ut themselves and who, l make 
bold to lay, will itagger humanity by their s.ierilice when the time 
of their trial has arrived, 'Fho.se who have refrained hum altering 
the Councils are rendering, as alt who tare may see, a sets ien which 
they could not have rendered in the Coumit halts. The few who 
have given up their titles have shown the way to the others. All 
these are acting ns leaven in the community. Now, therr is little 
need for verbal propaganda among thrsr s|trriai classes. The 
action and character of those who have trttminerd titles, schools, 
courts or Councils constitute u propaganda more telling and Hire- 
tive than speeches. National schools are multiplying thrmsrlvrs, 
bovs are still leaving schools and colleges. The Government statis- 
tic# are hopelessly wrong, l remrmlirr having srrn a couneillor 
quoting that less than 3,000 students had left educational inttitu* 
tioni.^ This takes no count of thousands who are studying in na- 
tionalized schools. The numircr of suspensions of practice is steadi- 
ly growing — see the list of susjiension* in Dlutrwar and Guntur 
given in another column. Even titles arc still bring surrendered. 
And as the timid or the cautious realize that the movement is a 
serious and a religious effort, that it hat taken permanent hold 
of the people, they too will renounce. 
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I should not be surprised if the history of the South African 
movement repeats itself in India. I should be surprised if it proves 
otherwise. The movement in South Africa started with a unani- 
mous resolution, 1 When the first part began, the majority weaken- 
ed. Only 150 were found willing to court imprisonment. Then 
there was a settlement and a breach and a revival. Nobody even 
believed, save a few of us, that the response would come in time. 
Well, the last stage commenced with sixteen men and women who 
sought imprisonment. This was followed by a perfect storm. The 
whole community rose like a surging wave. Without organization, 
without propaganda, all -nearly 40,000 —courted imprisonment. 
Nearly ten thousand were actually imprisoned. The sequel is 
known. The community gained all it had fought for at the time. 2 
A bloodless revolution was effected after strenuous discipline in 
self-suffering. 

I refuse to believe that India will do less. To recall Lord 
Canning’s words, under the blue and serene Indian sky a cloud 
no bigger than a man’s thumb may appear on the horizon, but 
it may any moment assume dimensions unexpected by any, and no 
man can tell when it may burst. When India as a whole will res- 
pond by action, I cannot say. But this I do say that the educated 
classes to whom the Congress has appealed will one day— and 
probably during this year -respond in a manner worthy of the 
nation. 

But whether they do or not, the progress of the nation cannot 
be arrested by any person or class. The uneducated artisans, the 
women, the men in the street, arc taking their share in the move- 
ment. The appeal to the educated classes paved the way for them. 
The goats had to be sifted from the sheep. The educated classes 
had to be put upon their trial. The beginning had to be made 
by and through them, Non-co-operation has hitherto, thank God, 
followed its natural course. 

Swadeshi propaganda in its intensive and exclusive form had 
to come and it has come in its order. It was, and is, part of the 
non-co-operation programme. It is, I claim, the biggest, the 
safest, and the surest part. It could not be taken up earlier in its 
present form. The country had to sec its way clear to the spin- 
ning-wheel. It had to be purged of the old superstitions and preju- 
dices. The country had to appreciate the futility of the boycott 

1 This was the famous "Fourth Resolution”; mdt Vol. V, p. 423. 

2 For an assessment in retrospect of the South African struggle, met* Vol. 
XII, Appendix XXVIII, 
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of British goods merely, and equally of all foreign «•«*!*. It had 
to see that it lost its liberty by giving op swndrshi in doth and 
that it could regain it by reverting *«» land-spun and hantl -woven 
cloth. It had to see that it lost its artistic taste and talent, when it 
innocently ceased to spin and weave by tire band. It had to see 
that it was not even so much the military drain as the bus of this 
supplementary industry that sapped India's vitality and made 
famines an ever-recurring event in Indian life. Men with faith in 
the spinning-wheel had to rise in every province, and people 
had to appreciate the beauty and the use «if khaddar. 

All these things have now happened, Thr • mre men and 
women and the crore rupees .ur mpmed to resuscitate this 
national dharma. Tire problem is not that of a few t barkhas hut 
of putting eharkhas in every one of thr sis crore homes. The pro- 
blem is that of manufacturing ami distributing the whole of the 
doth required by India. It cannot be dour hy one rrore ropers. 
But if India gives one crore rupees, onr crore men and women, 
and introduces two million eharkhas in working order in a* many 
homes before the 30th June, she is nearly iradv for swaraj. 
Because the effort will have created, in the nation as a whole, ati 
the qualities that make a nation gt»od, great, self-reliant and 
seif-coat ained. When the nation has, hy a voluntary effort, 
completed its boycott of foreign doth, it will Iks ready for swaraj. 
Then I promise that the various lints in the Indian eitir* will, 
instead of being an insolent menace to the freedom of India, be- 
come playgrounds for her children, Then the relations between 
Englishmen and ourselves will have been purified. Then the Lan- 
cashire vote will have been sterilised. Ami Englishmen will, if they 
choose, remain in India as friends and equal*, with one sole aim 
— truly of benefiting and helping India, Non-co-operation is a 
movement intended to invite Englishmen to co-operate with us 
on honourable terms or retire from our land. It is a movement 
to place our relations on a pure basis, to define them in a man- 
ner consistent with our self-resjiect and dignity. 

But call the movement by any other name. Call it 'swadothi 
and temperance'. Assume that alt these previous months have 
been a waste of effort, I invite the Government and the moderate 
friends to co-operate with the nation in making hand -spinning 
universal and in making drinking a crime. Neither party need 
speculate as to the result of these two movement*. The tree will be 
judged by its fruit. 

Yomg India, 20-4-1921 
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Sir William Vincent’s 1 speech before the Legislative Assembly 
makes painful reading. I shall hope that he has been kept in 
utter darkness by his informants and that the speech is ignorant, 
not unscrupulous. 

It is a plausible defence of the Government’s policy of repres- 
sion. It is a distortion or concoction of facts. It is an appeal to 
our cupidity and a misinterpretation of the motives of non-co- 
operationists. 

He says that the declared object of non-co-operationists is 
paralysis of the Government and that “in their elfort to achieve 
the object there is no source of discontent which they have not 
used”. Now both these statements are half-truths. The primary 
object of non-co-operation is nowhere stated to be paralysis of 
the Government. The primary object is self-purification. Its direct 
result must be paralysis of a Government which lives on our vices 
and weaknesses. Similarly, it is a dangerous half-truth to say that 
wc have left no source of discontent unused. We could not help 
using sources of legitimate discontent. But non-co-operationists 
have rigidly refrained from using any and every discontent, if only 
because we would weaken our cause if we did. The illustration of 
what I mean will be best seen from the refutation of the very next 
sentence which Sir William has spoken in support of his conten- 
tion: “Wherever they find discord between employer and em- 
ployee, there some agent or emissary of non-co-operation party 
proceeds at once to foster discontent and promote ill-feeling.’’ This 
is not only untrue, but it is an incitement to the two to oppose 
non-co-operation. The avowed policy of non-co-operation has 
been not to make political use of disputes between labour and 
capital. They have endeavoured to hold the balance evenly between 
the two— we would be fools if we wantonly set labour against 
capital. It would be just the way to play into the hands of a 
Government which would greatly strengthen its hold on the country 
by setting capitalists against labourers and vice versa. In Jharia, for 
instance, it was a non-co-operator who prevented an extending 
strike. The moderating influence in Calcutta was that of non-co- 
operators. The latter will not hesitate to advance the cause of 
strikers where they have a just grievance. They have ever refused 

1 Home Member in the Viceroy’s Executive Council ' 

xx-2 
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to lend their assistance to unjust strikes, "Wlirtr there is a racial 
ill-feeling”, declares Sir William Vincent, “these rium.it ir* hurry 
on their evil errand.” lie must know that this is ,» tulsr state- 
ment. There is a racial feeling between Knglishmrn and Indians. 
There, is the memory of jallianwala an evergreen, lint “ihrtr emis- 
saries” have been veritable messengets ol pr.tcr, ‘Ihry have 
everywhere restrained the fury ui the nttthinkmg, And 1 make 
hold to say that hut for the existence of the ipmi of lum-vmlrurr, 
there would have been more imtocritl blood spilt in spite of the 
threat of Dyerisnt and O'Dwyerism. Our fault has lam in irfus- 
iug to lick the bool that has kicked, in withdi.iwiin.; co-opriatiou 
until there was frank repentance, Non-io-ojirratois arc to hr 
blessed ii*r turning the fury of an outraged people hum i.iigiidt- 
men to the system they are called upon to admitiistri, 

But Sir William is nothing if he is not thorough m his at- 
tempt to divide and rule. He declaims: “Whrir their ate quar- 
rels between landlord and tenant, have we not srrti this in the 
United Provinces there again proceed these rumsuriri ol evil 
to propagate unrest, and stir up tlisonln." Hit William should 
know that the tenant movement is under the cutttiol of Pundit 
Juwuhnriui Nehru whose one purpose regarding the truants hat 
been to educate them to lie patient ami calm. Sir William hat 
simply attempted to set the landlords against the nou i o>o|irr.iiiim 
movement. Fortunately the landlords know as svell as the 
tenants that, so long as they arc just, they have nothing to fear from 
non-co-operators. 

The movement, says Sir William, "is purely destructive, ami mi 
far as I have been able to ascertain contains no element of cons- 
tructive ability”. It is undoubtedly destine live in the sense that a 
surgeon who applies the knife to a diseased part may lie said in 
make a destructive movement. This destructive movement (tears 
in it the surest seed of construct ton as the surgeon's knife contains 
the seed of health. Is temperance destructive? Are national schools 
springing up everywhere destructive? Are the thousands of spin- 
ning-wheels destructive of a nation's prosperity? They will destroy 
foreign domination whether it hails from Lancashire nr is threatened 
from Japan. 

Having attempted to set classes against masses, Sir William 
proceeds to paralyze both with the feeling of helplessness and the 
fear of internal strife and aggression from without. Is Hindu- 
Muslim unity such flimsy stuff that we shall begin to quarrel as 
soon as the British guns are withdrawn from our shores? Were 
we sixty years ago less able to protect ourselves than we arc now ? 
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Or is it not a fact that, judged by the Western standard, we were 
never so helpless as wc now arc? Self-government, as I have 
said before, connotes the power of self-protection, and a country 
which cannot protect itself is not prepared for immediate and com- 
plete self-government. In this one sentence Sir William has un- 
wittingly condemned British rule and proved the necessity of im- 
mediate mending or ending of that rule. According to my 
method -the method of suffering or soul-force, — the country is 
today prepared for self-protection. According to Sir William’s 
standard, the reforms have nothing in them to enable India 
even in a hundred years to arm herself for defence against a com- 
bination of world powers. Judged by that standard, the reforms do 
forge stronger the chains that bind India and make her fed help- 
less. The speaker talks glibly of impending destruction of every 
vested interest. He needs to be reminded that the greatest vested 
interest of India -her self-sufficiency —was destroyed by this foreign 
domination and the speaker’s plan will still further deepen India’s 
poverty. 

Even as Sir William has misrepresented non-co-operators’ 
motives, so has he misconstrued their methods. Wc have not 
failed in our effort regarding the educated classes. I admit that 
the respotise in practice might have been greater from them. But 
I make bold to say that the vast majority of them are with us in 
spirit, though the flesh being weak, they are not able to make what 
from their point of view is a sacrifice. Wc have been trying to act 
on the masses from the commencement. We regard them as our 
mainstay, for it is they who have to attain swaraj. It is neither 
the sole concern of the monied men nor that of the educated class. 
Both must subserve their interest in any scheme of swaraj, and as 
soon as the masses have attained sufficient self-control and learnt 
mass discipline, we shall not hesitate, if necessary, to advise them 
to suspend payment of taxes to a Government that has never 
truly looked after their welfare and that has exploited and terro- 
rized them every time they have shown the least symptom of ris- 
ing against their exploitation. 

Sir William has been extremely disingenuous in describing 
the Government’s methods of dealing with non-co-operation. 
Defence of India Act, he will not use against men who have hurt 
nobody and who are restraining people from committing vio- 
lence. But he is using ordinary statutes against them in an extra- 
ordinary manner under a licence given to him by non-co-opera- 
tors who will not challenge orders in a court of law. He will not 
conciliate the malcontents by granting swaraj, for that would 
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irad to anarchy. He tines not bother bin head alnmt die two 
things which have ami all the unrest ami which have .mini like 
two active and corroding poisons in the Indian body tbr Khil.t- 
fat 1 and the Punjab wrongs 1 , lie dors not tell us what eatas* 
troplte is likely to befall India if the Khil.il.it promises weir 
redeemed and the Punjab wound healed. 

He has ornamented his extraordinary spen h with an mi- 
gentlemanly anti insinuating att.uk ujxm the Alt Hmtheis wlm 
are pulling up a noble light tbr Islam and India, and a still more 
ungentlemanly attack on a 'gentleman of the name of Yakub 
Hasan’, and an ungracious reference to his Turkish wife. 

As I have said it was painful tin me to read thr speech, still 
more painful to have to criticise it. I assure thr readet that, selt- 
restrained as l am in language, the sjierrh has been a severe 
strain upon my capacity tbr restraint. 1 have scored out many an 
adjective which I believe would acctuulrly desc iibe Si* William*! 
performance, i atn sorry. 

Young India, 20-4-1921 


ll COMMENT ON A EHO TEST ‘ 

I am glad of Mr. Varma’s energetic protest. And 1 hoj»e that the 
lawyers of Jubbulpore arc leading tire nou-co-uperaiinti movement. 

I must however adhere to my statement that the lawyers were 

* This wm regarding die mnvenvnt fur die rrvmd «»* tlood. poliry, 
at the end of World War I, involving die ilLii.r-m)wnn<-iii »>t Turkey and 
affecting the religious status of the Khalifa. Thr Congm* had taken up the 
blue, m it gravely exercised the mind* of Indian Ktudim*. 

* The official act* of violence and rr|>rmtioit in thr I'tu.jah untie* the Martial 
Law regime in April 1919, culminating in the jalhonwakt tiagh ih»m«. *r, had 
round countrywide indignation. Uandhijt Hrht that with trgaol to d»r Khiiatat 
and the Punjab wrongs, injustice was being sustained hy unituift and insolent*. 
They were to become major issue* in the nim-in-ojir ration mnvrmwit. 

* This was published dong with the following lettr* datrtl April 10, 1921 
from G. 0. Varma: “The other day when you k-ft Jtihhui|M*r for Cult a* k you 
had an Interview with Ounada tlabu at Calcutta. 1 have seen that interview 
la the Ind tfm uk nt of the 2nd instant, which appear* to have borrowed 
It from the Smmmt, I refer you to a statement in that article attributed to 
you. It runs thuss 'At Jubbulpore, from whore he (Mahatma Gandhi) was 
coming, two young men (sons of rich merchants) were leading the movement 
wry successfully against a whole host of lawyers, Mag b ariums man, they wm* 
carrying on the work of organiantkm most effectively.* 

“This statement Is incorrect. The facts are! ‘Tbeae young mm are not 
nwrehaats. They are foundation stones of die British tjamranseot in India. 
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eonsp.i.uous by their absence on the day I visited Jubbulpore, and 
that the two young men referred to by me, were in charge of the 
whole management. That they are sous of land-holders is true 
enough. Theirs to-day is co-operation of necessity. The Congress 
has not yet called upon land-holders to surrender their lands to 
the Government nor is it ever likely to. These young men, like some 
land-holders' sons elsewhere, are taking an honourable part in the 
national uplift and they deserve every encouragement from lawyers. 
There arc no two opinions about the fact that intellect rather than 
riches will lead. It might equally be admitted by the correspon- 
dent that the heart rather than the intellect will eventually lead. 
Character, not brains, will count at the crucial moment. And I 
fancied that these young men showed character. I should be 
sorry to find otherwise. 

Toung India, 20-4-1921 


They arc Mfdguxnrs. Their trade i* to realize R*. 100 from the poor tenant*, 
give the Government R*. 55 and keep R*. 45 with themselves a* commission, 
and guarantee to recover the money even in the worst times. What a non-co- 
operation with the Government!’ If these Malguxars are not co-operators, no 
one else is a co-operator. The Malgusari system was an invention ofTodermal 
by which means people could be systematically dominated by the rulers through 
their mercenaries. These mercenaries are the Malguzart, who you have said 
are leading the movement. If a lawyer who has not suspended his practice is not 
a proper parson to be an office-bearer, certainly a Malguaar too should not be 
an office-bearer. A Malguxar is more attached to the Government than a lawyer. 
In Jubbulpore these young men, Malguxars, are not leading the movement. 
The movement in Jubbulpore is being led by the lawyer* and the whole host 
of them are supporting it. 

“You did not give sufficient time to Jubbulpore, else the members of the 
Bar would have gladly seen you and discussed the matter with you. I fully 
believe that it will never be wealth which will lead the movement. It will al- 
ways be the intellect and I hope you will correct the wrong impression created 
by the interview. I suspended my practice in November last." 



a speech m .\mu\tf tx stmi 

a put i% mj 

M.ifnttmitjt addressed n crowded i»" nun in »hr ewimm uirnitrd by 
1.1 til 20 [hmiMltld |ti'H|llr, lilt till’ 1'll.lk t ilililllil Hr • •III|{I .iluUl' d llir i ilirrit* 
of.Slll.II lilt till* excellent Iirilrr and miinutrinru! I’m th.U iln'i nurlm# amt «i*ld 
he Wit* Ijl.til til it re tli.it fir Inti I mil In repeal hi* ptr-viou* t> ni.nk* slnnil I he 
W.tllt Ilf m ui.H(rmriil Hr Wit* |tlr.j»ri| t.i heal Hi On- •pint. li.f ».,ik done tiy 

Surat ami llir IJUtiirt. 

Thai iilstrir I, dty, nr village whit It mmjilrtrlv ilin li.»i gril it* 
thtfirs t.tn hr said fti it.tvr tiht.iiiird sw.u.ipu, Wr want sw.mijyn 
in which al! mrti rvrn Hh>i»v; \ h.svr gut rijn.il tight*, Whrn 
you find that you arc jitrjt.iml tu hrlji the wr.ik, llir miserable 
and llir nrrtly, you imtst eutulmir that awaiajk.t i* ajijintat lung 
nearer. Again swat.tjya is jxmthli hrt atm llimhts ami Mtdtam* 
mrdans arc united. A hamliut ot Kumjieans air tiding met us 
because of our weakness, Our vrty iilras mint timleigu a great 
transformation and wr mini begin to trali*r that »rti-gmriimieiil 
is our birthright, Even Englishmen admit that thru iuti|iirr in 
India is hasrd on our wrnkttrss, Sir H. OtathliH k time trmatkrd 
that Englishmen would rulr over India only as long as the 
people of India would allow thrm to do so, 

Proceeding furthrr, hr said that lawyrr* who had *o*p*«itird tl.rit jirat %kt, 
students who had left ( •uverumrni ichouf* mini »rt « gt*»d maniple fur others 
to follow. Thrir character should atirai « oilier* inwards ihrin tie admired 
the illustrious examples set hy Paudii Montnl Nehru ami Mr. 15, ft. |hu. 
What was wanted for India w«* ten ihmiMod true Mitdiers prr|tate*l to fight 
out tho battle of independence 

Shaking of tho decoration* in the dty, he said he w«» ptrasrd with them, 
but one thing that pained him most was the use ot foreign cloth in their dew. 
rations, Khaddar ought to have been used In its place. 

Turning to the recommendation* of the Congress Committee, be asked 
whether it was difficult to collect one crore of rujiers when seventeen mares 
of rupees were wasted every year after liquor. 

As for the spinning-wheel, be said It was the symbol of swanky*. Rconoml* 
o*Hy it was the best weapon. Every perron could honestly earn two rupees 
per day by spinning and weaving. He, therefore, advised introduction of spin* 
nlng-whoel* in all families, Proceeding further, lie asked the volunteers to 
carry on their temperance movement and thus make the country fine from tho 
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vice of drinking. He concluded by requesting die audience to contribute their 
quota to the Tilak Swarajya Fund. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 23-4-1921 


14. SPEECH AT MEETING IN BULSAR 

April 20, 1921 

W'liat has been said by this Pam friend 1 in his sweet Gujarati 
is worth bearing in mind. Ilindu-Muslim unity means simply 
this, that each and every community in the country, small or big, 
will be able, to follow its own religion and live in freedom. In this 
unity lies the strength of 30 c.rorcs of the human race. If Hindu- 
Muslint unity meant the kind of thing which happened in Europe, 
that the big nations swallowed the smaller ones under the pretence 
of defending them, I would not thus, at the age of 52, run from 
place to place. I want neither kingdom nor wealth. I have en- 
joyed things to my fill. My conscience tells me that my movement 
is such that even the smallest community in the country can live 
without fear. It will not be. possible to harass anyone- -Parsis, Sikhs, 
Jews or Christians and no evil glance can be cast even on a 
defenceless woman - this is the meaning of swaraj. Such swaraj 
will not be a gift from anyone. It will not fall from above, nor 
will it be thrown up from below; we have to establish it. The 
Parsi friends have a right to take time [to decide]. Let them by 
all means watch what the two communities do; but I am con- 
vinced that there is no danger for them. That is why I have 
invited them to make an offering in this vajna 2 for swaraj. 

[From Gujarati] 

Newajioan , 5-5-1921 


* Speaking on behalf of the Pars! community, lie had remarked! “In thl» 
fight for independence, the Parsi* are with the Hindus and Muslims. But the 
Pawls hesitate a little to join it, doubting whether die interests of the com- 
munity will be safeguarded under swaraj.” 

3 Sacrifice 
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Apni :»/. nm 

Today you have sanctified yourselves by giving room in your 
midst to your own brothers (the Anlwpu], but maintain that 
sanctity for ever. Do not do this in order that you may have my 
services or that you may please me, thinking it imprudent to kick 
a milch cow; do it as u matter of duty. Whatever service ! 
render, I do merely as my dharma. I want no return from you for 
that service. Dharma has no concern with reward ; it is ronrerned 
with Cod. I do not want a salary from the people, (lod will give 
me my salary and reward, Hinduism in fart teaches us that, what- 
ever a man docs, he must offer it up to C*>d, and only then will 
it bear fruit. If, therefore, you have thine this holy thing today, 
coming into contact with the Antytijm, as a return for my service*, 
it will benefit neither you nor me, but it will be a credit to you 
only if you have done it because you believe in it. 

[From Gujarati] 

NapqjUm, 5 - 3-1921 


16. SPEECH AT MEETING IN NAPS AH! 

Apni ?/, mi 

tnmuui and aaoimns, 

This if not my first visit to Navsari. I came here for a day 
in the course of my wanderings in 1915. But times Have changed. 
There is a big difference between then and now. Today, we are 
hi a new era. God alone knows what this era wilt bring and How we 
shall be tested before the world. We may plan as we choose, but 
it is in God's hands to fulfil our plans. Man proposes and God 
disposes. 

Misled fay the apparent enthusiasm of the people and by the 
vows they have taken, a man like me may hope that swar^j wilt 
be established, the rule of dharma will prevail within one year} 
but who knows whether the thing we may establish will turn out to ’ 
be God's rule or Satan's rule? Who knows now whether our 
swar^j will be the rule of Satan or Ramm&ml My coiwdenoe 
at any rate affirms that we are moving in the direction of d h a rm a- 
Judging from the progress made, we find that, if we maintain the 
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speed with which we have worked during the last five or six 
months, we shall certainly succeed in establishing the rule ot 
dharma within the remaining six months. 

1 am aware that just now I am not in British territory. I am 
speaking in the territory of Maharaja Gaekwar. My remarks, 
however, will be of a general nature. My work is meant equally 
for British India and Indian States. It is certainly desirable that a 
religious spirit be infused [into the people] in both these territories 
and any evils among them removed. 

But I know that the criticisms which I find necessary to make 
in British India and the advice I offer to the people there may 
not be relevant here. I shall, therefore, confine myself to a few 
general observations. 

My especial object in coming to Navsari was to meet ray 
Parsi sisters and brothers in this centre of the Parsis and say a 
few words to them. Navsari is a big Parsi centre. Bombay too is 
such a centre, but it cannot be said to be theirs exclusively. 
Bombay is what in English is called a “cosmopolitan city”. Bombay 
is like Jagannathpuri', though it can be called that only if it is 
holy and I am not prepared to consider Bombay to be such. So 
the real home of the Parsis is Navsari. 

This is the birth-place of the late Dadabhal Naoroji*. I visited 
his house. For me, it is a place of pilgrimage. ^ But even apart 
from my relations with him, how close my association with Parsi 
men and women is I have shown to some extent in my open 
letter to the Parsis.® Even in that letter, I have not given all my 
happy memories. There was no space for them in ^ it. My 
memorial about them are so happy and my association with them 
has been so close that I feel under a debt to them. I wrote 
that letter to repay my debt, I cannot forget the love which 
the Parsis have showered on me in India, in England, in South 
Africa, in Zanzibar and in Aden.. I can certainly say this about 
myself, that I am not ungrateful. I can appreciate the value of 
a good turn and that is why it will pain me if the Parsis remain aloof 
or even neutral in the great movement that is now going on. 

I have love for the Parsis and respect for their abilities; I 
know from experience how intelligent and efficient they are. From 
all this, I believe that they cannot remain aloof from this move- 

* Puri, a place of pilgrimage in Orissa 

* 1825-1917} pioneer Indian statesman, often called “the Grand Old Man 
of India”} President of the Indian National Congress in 1888, 1898 and 1906 

* m Vol. XIX, pp. 469-71. 
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mcnt. It wilt certainly pain me if they do so or refuse to join 
non-co-operation. 

Tin- Parsis have a gill for business. Thry are second to none 
in business competition with anyone in the world. The com- 
munity has a very enterprising spirit. Ibraitse of it, the fame 
of your community of eighty or a hundred thousand has spread 
ail over the world. Wherever you have gone, you have shown 
your wonderful intelligence and ability. No one ran equal the 
Parsis in generosity. No community has donatrd as much fur 
philanthropic purposes as the Parsis have done. Andrew Lang 
has calculated figures of charities dune by all the communities 
in the world and shown that, relatively to thrir population. Parti 
charities exceed all others. The Hindus have given much, hut 
the community is tike an ocean and, for a community of such 
size, its charities are hut a drop in it. lire Muslim*, too, have 
given donations and the gifts made by the Christians are also 
well known; however, if any comparison is possible, it is with 
the charities made by the Jews, and even these the Parsis surpass. 
The Parsi charities, besides, are meant for alt. If such a community 
puts its ability to good use, it is ixumd lu benefit the world. 

But they have a special bond with India, India gave them 
shelter at a critical time. To be sure, she has lost nothing thereby. 
By accepting them, the Hindus and India as a whole have only 
gained. The Parsis, too, Itave gained. They can take pride in India, 
In calling themselves Indians. Coming over here, the Parsis have 
both taken and given. I have entertained great hopes of them. 

I am sure that, thanks to their generosity, they will make no small 
contribution to the tasks of this new era. I do not ask Ibr a 
contribution by way of monetary or intellectual help alone. That 
contribution they will certainly make; what I want from them Is4 
a contribution by way of sincere feelings of the heart —in terms 
of religious feeling. Call to mind the commandments of the 
Prophet in whom you believe. I have read your scriptures in 
Gujarati and English, as many as I could get. I fell that I 
was reading the Vedas or the Upmuhtdt or the Gil*. Some 
Parsis have compared the sayings of Zarathuttra with the tymi- 
skads. There is peat similarity between the injunctions of Zara- 
thustra and those of other religions. 1 am sure, therefore, that 
the Partis will make their contribution in terms of religious feeling. 

The world is sustained not by the intellect but by the heart. 
Not Intellect but the atom* will rule it, that is, virtuous conduct 
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will rule. I do not mean to say that there are no people of 
virtuous conduct at the present time. I rather use the term “vir- 
tuous conduct” in a special sense. “Virtuous conduct” means 
living according to dharma. 

Iran 1 b an oriental country. A conflict is going on at present 
between the East and the West. A whirlwind from the West 
has overwhelmed us. Either we shall be swept away in it or 
wc may resist it firmly and turn it back. The name of that 
whirlwind is “materialism” or the “ism” which looks upon money 
as its God. If we do not resist it but are lured into aping its 
ways, wc shall become materialists, shall look upon money as our 
God and so perish. 

After giving you this praise, I think it is my duty to utter a 
few words of caution. It is not impossible that, fascinated by 
English education, your community will be swept off its feet by 
this Western wind, The Parsis* mother tongue is Gujarati. Most 
of them live in Gujarat; the Parsis are thus certainly Gujaratis, 
And yet, as a Parsi sister wrote to me a few days ago, her 
Parsi brothers take pride in saying that they do not know Gujarati, 
that they have forgotten it. Not only that, they waste a good deal 
of time in scrupulously following English ways. Some Parsi ladies 
[she said] who helped her much in this work felt ashamed of her 
for writing to them in Gqjarati and told her that they could not 
write in Gujarati, This shows the unhappy condition of the com- 
munity. 

The English language is the craze of the day, 1 bear it no 
ill-will. But it is one thing to learn that language and quite 
another to make it one’s mother tongue. English has no place 
here except as a language of administration and of business. If, 
nevertheless, the Parsis make it their mother tongue, it will be 
their and the country’s misfortune. If you embrace it, you will 
only end up as slaves of the West and forget the wonderful teach- 
ings of your ancient prophet. 

The nations of Europe are called Christian but they have 
forgotten the teachings of Christ, They may read the Bible or 
study the Hebrew language, but they do not act according to 
the teachings of the former. This wind blowing from the West is 
opposed to rite teachings of Jesus. They have forgotten Jesus himself. 

This is my menage to my Parsi brethren. If the Parsis 
present here are not many, it is my request to those who have 
come that they should convey my message tomorrow to each and 
every home. You need not fed anxious because you are only a 
haadftd. Numbers are of no consequence. Virtue lies not in 
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numbers but in behaving m men, in heroism, in murage, If there 
should be fifty thousand counterfeit ruins, they would l»r worthless; 
the value of one genuine min wilt iwt greater than that of any 
number of counterfeit ones. If, therefore, the Parsi* are genuine 
coins, they can give a good account of themselves to the world, 
1 hope they will prove themselves genuine coins, 

If you let yourselves lx* carried away hy the wind from the 
West, if you hanker after pleasures and luxuries, lose yourselves in 
slothful ease and liecome wonthipjwr* of Mammon, you will forget 
the divinity in you; and, if you forget the teachings of /.arathustrn, 
you will lose that treasure for which you have Itecome famous, 
will exchange a pearl for a pebble. 

There have been many multi-millionaires among the Parsi*. 
Though they had earned *ur.h immense wealth, they did not give 
up simplicity, ever kept their heart* clean and never forgot (hid, 
But 1 fee! some doubts about the Parsi sisters a ml brothers of the 
modern age. I fear lest, bewitched by the lure of the West, they 
lose their ancient heritage. 

I have said more than enough to you. If you are to inclined, 
you may not at present join in the whole programme of non-co- 
operation, but in regard to one matter, I pray for your help 
specially. You will have laid us under a great obligation if you 
give up all idea of earning money through liquor-booths. It is not 
Partis alone who run these booths. Hindus also do to, Anavil 
Brahmins among them, and Muslims too are engaged in that 
business. In the Punjab, there are distiller tea in the hands of the 
Sikhs, followers of the brave Guru Govlnd Singh. I have been 
appealing to all of them. As the Partis, however, are a smalt 
community, the thing will be easy for them. There are liquor- 
shops in the hands of Parvis ali over India. The first task under 
swargj will be to see that there are no liquor-booths and no big 
distilleries In the country. There may be small distilleries at some 
places to produce alcohol for medicinal purposes. But this alcohol 
will be treated like opium and arsenic. Tlte latter are difficult to 
procure, though available at a chemist's shop. In the same way, 
liquor also should be difficult to procure. 

I ask Parris' help in the great movement for swadeshi. You 
will be glad to learn that a Pairi sister has placed an order for 
40 saris of pure swadeshi. Superfine saris of hand-spun yam can 
be produced in Madras. If the Parsi sisters would indulge their 
tastes, saris to suit their punas can be produced In Beswada. 

Some sisters have indeed adopted swadeshi but, as you know, 
X am a greedy man, a miser. So I cannot be happy as long as the 
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whole of this little community does not shine with lustre. You 
see beauty in silk clothes, but you will be able truly to adorn 
yourselves and India only by wearing khadi. Many Hindus still do 
not wear khadi, nor do Muslims. But you should not follow 
others' example. If other people take to wrong ways, we need 
not do likewise. Your community can set an example to crores 
of Hindus and Muslims. When I visited a handloom factory in 
Surat, I was glad to find a Parsi brother doing a bit for swadeshi. 
But I am not a man who will be satisfied with that little. In- 
troduce a spinning-wheel in every one of your homes. You Parsi 
sisters can spin very fine yarn. You spin fine woollen yam for 
your sacred thread. Dedicate this gift of yours to the country. 1 

This is the only country you have. Outside of it, you do not 
have an inch of ground which you can call yours. In fact, it is 
stated in our Shastras that there is no land other than Bharata- 
varsha in which Hindus may live and attain moksha a . This is the 
only land for you in which you can cultivate virtues and display 
those you have. Make India illustrious, make it a land of heroes. 

What shall I say about the Hindus' contribution to the his- 
tory of the world ? We have had a glorious past; if, however, we 
fight merely on the strength of our ancient heritage, we shall lose 
the battle. We should show ourselves as great as our forefathers. 
Our sages let their bodies be cut into pieces in order to preserve 
their dharma. Todd’ tells us that, whereas in Europe there was 
but one Thermopylae, in India we find every street and lane to 
have been a Thermopylae. I shall not go into history to tell you 
what great heroes India has produced. I shall only say this: Let 
us place our hands on our hearts and ask ourselves whether we 
have that heroism in us today. 

[From Gpjarati] 

Navajivan, 5-5-1921 


• The remarks which followed were addressed to the Hindus In the audience 
* and were reported separately In the account of Gandhlji’s tour published in the 

same Issue of N&vqjivan, 

% Deliverance from phenomena! existence as the supreme ena of life 

* Author of Am*U of 
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18. SOME DOUBTS 


My letter about the Parsis has led to quite a lot of contro- 
versy. Mr. G. K. Nariman has written an open letter which has 
appeared in other papers. Those who have been taking interest in 
the discussion must have read it and hence I do not publish it in 
Navajivan. The views expressed by Mr. Nariman deserve res- 
pectful consideration and the doubts raised in his letter probably 
occur to other Parsis too. Hence, I shall try to answer them. 

Mr. Nariman has given the following reasons for the Parsis 
not joining non-co-operation. 

1. We cannot do without the services of Englishmen for several 
years more. 

2. I should try to get many more Hindus to join the movement 
before wanting Parsis to do so. 

3. To hope to win swaraj through the spinning-wheel is like 
running after a mirage. 

4. When men like Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Shastriar 1 , 
and Sir Dinshaw Wachha 1 oppose the non-co-operation movement, 
what can the ordinary Parsi do? 

5. Either I do not understand the Khilafat agitation or I am trying 
to cover up the irreconcilable conflict between Hinduism and Islam, 

6. There is an element of exaggeration in my views about the 
Punjab. Take, for instance, Lala Harkishan Lai’s case. 

7. The doctrine of non-violence which I preach is ridiculous, it 
is acceptable only to Jains and those who follow it can only 
commit suicide. Besides, my movement does involve violence in 
the form of strikes, etc, 

8. Stopping consumption of liquor is all right, but efforts must 
be made first to wean the people from opium, etc. The more 
important thing, however, is prevention of cow-slaughter. What 
contribution have I made to this? 

Reply to First Doubt 

Our degradation consists in this very idea that we cannot 
do without Englishmen for some time yet to come, and swaraj lies 

1 V. S. Srinivasa Saatri (1869-1946); educationist and orator; President, 
Servants of India Society, 1915-27; member, Viceroy’s Legislative Council and 
Council of State; Agent-General of the Government of India in South Africa 
* Dinshaw Edu\ji Wachha; prominent Indian politician; President of the 
Indian National Congress, 1901 ; vieU Vol. II, p. 380. 
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in getting rid of it. In what sense were wr in a miserable mate be- 
fore the coming of the British? To think. Iwsitlrs, ifon thr moment 
they leave we shall light among mirsrlvr* in rt humiliating idea. 
Suppose, however, that the fear is justified i we still ought to free 
ourselves from British tutelage even at the risk of « ivsl war. 

Rr.iu.v to Sn uNo IJounr 

The statement that l should lirst induce many more Hindus 
to join the movement before expecting the Parsis to do so bespeaks 
our weakness. Both Partis and 1 Imdua are Indians. Hie thought- 
ful among both these communities owe the same duty to India, 
Moreover, many Hindus have already joined the movement 
and efforts to persuade others to join it are reyainly conti- 
nuing. Parsis should join the movement even if not a single I Itndu 
were to join it or if they themselves should be ronvutt ed of its need 
before others arc. A | verson who is himself amvim ed should not 
wait for others [to join]. 

Rkim.y m Tihxm Dounr 

1 admit that anyone who thinks that to hope for twarai 
through the spinning-wheel is to run after a mirage ran never 
approve of the non-compcraikm movement. Gradually, India 
haa begun to understand the truth and it is my faith that it will 
underaund it better still. I certainly do not think that it is running 
after a mirage to believe that we shall be prosjwrous only if we 
return to the dharma which we have forsaken and by forsaking 
which we have been impoverislicd. It is being daily confirmed 
by experience that the spinning-wheel is our natural dharma. I 
consider it no sin to go back to the condition which existed two 
hundred or even two thousand years ago. It is evidence of out 
having exercised our judgment il we adopt again tlte wholesome 
practices which we may have given up either through ignorance or 
under compulsion or through slicer passage of time. 

R*m,v to Poutrm Dourr 

* s L* ^ ^ Indeed sad that Pandi^ji and other Mg leaders have not 
joined this movement* When, however, leaders differ amo n g them- 
selves, the people mutt make their choke. If they believe that no- 
thing should be done until all are of the same view, they ftftH MVff 
make progress. Under iwaraj, everyone will have to make a 

R»m.v to Firm Down 

,. *5 t f 0#tible tb *! 1 *»•? not understand the Khilafot issue, 

thou^t I have certainly studied it to the best of my ability. I do 
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not believe that there is an irreconcilable conflict between Islam 
and Hinduism. IP there is, it means that Hindus and Muslims must 
remain enemies for ever. I do not believe that it is right for any 
two groups of human beings to remain mutually hostile for ever. 

I do not know of any rule to the effect that the Khalifa should wage 
war for the sake of religion at least once in ten years. I do not 
know that any religious war has taken place after the Crusades. 

I have seen nothing in Africa to suggest to me that the Muslims 
should have no control over Jazirat-ul-Arabb 

Reply to Sixth Doubt 

I know that there is no exaggeration in my views about the 
Punjab. If Lala Harkishan Lai himself has gone over to the Gov- 
ernment, I have an added reason for non-co-operation. If such a 
person as even Lala Harkishan Lai feels so little hurt by the humi- 
liation of the Punjab, it seems necessary that we should offer non- 
co-operation to compensate for this. 

Reply to Seventh Doubt 

The doctrine of non-violence which I preach may possibly 
seem ridiculous. It represents Hinduism. In its practice, in great- 
er or smaller measure, lies the vitality of all religions. There is 
religion only to the extent that there is compassion. There can be 
no limit to compassion and it is not for me to lay down any. 
Everyone fixes a limit for himself. In Vaisknavism, non-violence 
reigns supreme. I concede that the idea is elaborated with special 
emphasis in Jain works, but neither the Jain nor any other doctrine 
has a monopoly of non-violence. It is a universal, immutable law. 
To describe the rules about fasting, etc., found in Jain philo- 
sophy as tending to suicide is, to my mind, not to understand that 
philosophy. But there is certainly no need to discuss here the ex- 
treme implications of non-violence. Even if non-violence in such 
form is not accepted, it cannot be gainsaid that our duty in the pre- 
sent circumstances is to fight peacefully— -through voluntary suffering. 
That Mr, Nariman has ridiculed the extreme implications of 
non-violence and, at the same time, characterized my activity as 
conducive to violence shows that he has not understood the principle 
of non-violence. He seems to suggest that the preaching of non- 
co-operation spreads hatred and that the loss which people suffer 
through strikes is a form of violence. The essential point of non- 
violence is to bear no hatred towards the man who has perpetra- 

l literally, “the bland of Arabia*’ which, as defined by Muslim religious 
authorities, includes Syria, Palestine and Mesopotamia 
XXr 3 
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ted violence, though wc know what hr ha* dour. 1 cannot purge 
the people, of the violence in their heart* by foiling from them the 
Punjab outrages or the Khilafat wrong. My duty i*. while (riling 
them of the- massacre, to teach them to in- jie.tcrhd. The suffering 
which strikes cause to some is nut violence, One is not tc*ftuu*iblc 
for the suffering one may cause to othrr* while lining onr’s duty. 
If people stop going to an opium shop and in comriptence the 
owner thereof sustains loss, I am not to blame. Hr, too, Ixmefiti 
through the suffering caused to him. Noiocifopri.it ion means 
refusal both to help the sinner in his sin ami to mrrpt any help 
or gift from him tilt he ha* repented. 

Reply ro Kumm Hotmr 

Mr. Nariman seems to believe that no propaganda is being 
done against the use of' opium, etc. A movement is firing rarried on 
to make the people give up ait addiction*. Since people feel tempt* 
ed to visit liquor shops, picketing of their i* justified. And a* mine 
Parsi friends arc engaged in the liquor tiade, I appeal to ihrin to 
give it up. I have also hern appealing to those who tell opium. 
But I would argue that, if they can do »o. people should give up 
drinking, irrespective of whether or not those addicted to opium 
give up their addiction. 

Mr. Nariman has raised a number of i*«ur*, |i is my prayer 
to him that, although he may op[Ht*r me over the Khilafat, the 
Punjab and other issues, if hr finds, on independent reflection, that 
the consumption of liquor deserves to lie stopped, l»e should urge 
Parsis to help in bringing this about. In this struggle for self* 
purification, even if everyone helps in that iinn of the programme 
which appeals to him, people wilt Ircnefti to that extent. 

I have been trying to stop the consumption of liquor; what 
am I doing in respect of cow-slaughter and how much time have I 
given to it? This is Mr. Nariman’s last shot. It has touched me to the 
quick. How can Mr, Nariman imagine what deep pain is caused 
by cow-slaughter to an orthodox Hindu like myself? While the 
slaughter of cows continues, I feel that I am myself being slaughter- 
ed, I make ceaseless efforts to rescue the cow. If I have at pre- 
sent staked my life to save Islam, it is in order to save the cow, 

I do not wish to bargain with the Muslims and so I do not raise 
the issue of cow-slaughter. My prayer is addressed to God. He 
alone knows my heart. He sees to it that generosity is rewarded 
with generosity. I am sure that I am saving the cow by offering 
my life for the sake of the Khilafat, since, as I believe, by saving 
Warn X shall certainly have succeeded in saving the cow. Unless 
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I win the love of the Muslims, I cannot save the cow from the 
British. I request Mr. Nariman to take my word that my whole 
effort is directed towards the stopping of cow-slaughter. Anyone 
who is not ready to sacrifice his life to save the cow is not a Hindu. 
So long as the Hindus, the Muslims and the Christians do not 
work sincerely together to defend India, the HinSus will remain 
Hindus only in name. But the path of non-violence which I 
follow tells me that I should not kill Muslims or Christians to 
save the cow, that on the contrary I should lay down my life to 
save her. Only the purest sacrifice is acceptable to God. I have 
been striving and requesting other Hindus, as also all the other 
children of India, to join me in this self-purification. Mr. Nariman 
is also hurt by cow-slaughter. I invite him to join in this yagna 
of self-purification. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navtyivan, 24-4-1921 


19. EXPERIENCES IN GUJARAT 

I have been having so many experiences that I do not have 
time enough to set them all down and have to omit a good many 
of them. The workers, being eager to get the utmost out of me 
during the short time [I am with them], allow me no solitude 
or quiet for writing. There is no limit to their greed, I, too, 
am over-eager to render service. I want to do as much as 
possible, explain things as much as I can; hence I am not able to 
place all my experiences before the reader. 

Till the time of writing, I have visited Anand, Ras, Borsad, 
Halol, Kalol, Vejalpur, Godhra, Surat, Olpad and Randcr. There 
is no end to the enthusiasm of the people everywhere. At every 
place, the meetings were attended by large numbers of men and 
women. I saw increased spinning-wheel activity in all the places. 
In almost every town or village, people contributed to the Tilak 
Swaraj Fund. 

A Widow’s Gift 

A widow in Anand gave away a bar of gold, weighing about 
25 tolas, which she had with her. This, from a widow, is a gift in- 
deed. I asked the lady her name. She refused to give it. What need 
to give one’s name and address for money donated for a holy 
cause? I did not have the courage to ask any more questions. 
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According to her wont, Mrs, Knilmw.il.i attrmlnl thr Hireling 
at GfuHtra, Slir told mr that she liltril all my at livilirs rxrrpt 
tum-co-opercitiou amt askrti mr to givr a rh.mrr to lam! ((railing, 

I saitl: “I verm inly clrstrr to give a rh.imr to rvnyonr, l.orti 
Reading has only *o do justirr to get i o-opnatiou. I'. tMt.ulr him 
yourscli' that hr should repent, ajHilugi/r to thr louutiy li»r the 
crintrs committed and do justice. No dispute will irtnain thru.” 

•Tell me that you will give him a chiun r. Will you write to 
him urn! tell trim that you wilt withdraw iu>u-ti>-upri,uinii if lie 
dors justice?” 

1 said: ”1 shall certainly do so when an opjMutunity ollrrs 
itself. But laird Reading knows as much." 

On tiiis condition, this good lady gave me Ks. r »ti. If only, 
on that condition, all women give as much, I think a note of 
rupees will be collected immediately. 

( IttOftRMNM* 

I have been noticing increasing orderliness at all | threes, hut 
I found it most in Surat. Wherever we went, we luiiml that the 
programme could be carried out with the Irast noise and hustle, 
as the people had been instructed beforehand. Thr froplr having 
been told in advance, contributions were also coltreied (Mitre 
the meeting started]. Women in Surat donated even their dia- 
mond rings. 

ExPKRiRNna at Ranokr 

While the Surat Municipality gave me an address of wel- 
come, I came to know that the Randrr Municipality had not 
agreed to give one. All the same, Hindu and Muslim youths took 
courage and presented addresses, one on behalf of the ritUens and 
another on behalf of the Khihrfat [Committee], The streets, too, 
were decorated. Still, 1 could see that the leaders there had kept 
away. They showed only as much interest as one would expect 
children to do. I tried hard, but in such an atmosphere 1 could 
collect very little at Rander. One Muslim rriernl put a five- 
rupee note into my hand, and a lady gave me five rupees, pro* 
railed to ply the spinning-wheel for two hours daily and not to 
wear foreign cloth thenceforth. I have not had a more insipid 
experience during my entire tour than at Rander. 

I would advise the young men of Rander not to feel dispirited. 
They should give up trying to get people to give welcome addresses, 
bat should certainly work hard to collect funds. Good, hardworking 
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and modest young men can do a lot. They will get contributions 
from the middle classes. Sceptics will come to have faith. The most 
hopeful sign is the fact that young men, both Hindu and Muslim, 
are working hard unitedly and with perfect understanding. 

Two Shortcomings 

I observe that people still do not fully understand swadeshi 
or are not very particular about the matter. Foreign cloth and 
foreign paper still continue to be used for decorations. If we 
want to bring about boycott of foreign cloth this very year, we 
shall have to give thought to everything we do. We shall have 
to pay attention even to the smallest detail. Only if we discard 
foreign cloth as a matter of duty shall we be able to accomplish 
this great and yet easy task. And the thing should not be 
delayed cither. For those who understand, even cloth produced 
in Indian mills is foreign cloth. We shall not always be able to 
tell the difference between foreign cloth and cloth produced by 
Indian mills. The latter should be for the poor, who have not 
received the message of swadeshi at all. True swadeshi is that 
alone in which all the processes through which cotton has to pass 
are carried out in the same village or town. The town in which 
this is done will prosper and win its freedom. In order to bring 
this about, people should be thoroughly vigilant in boycotting 
foreign cloth. 

t The second defect is that we still cannot overcome our weak- 
ness for offering flower garlands. I see no profit in this practice. A 
countless number of them are used, to no good purpose. At present 
we simply have no money to throw away in this manner. Gar- 
lands ought to be of yarn only. Yarn can be arranged in many 
artistic ways and made into garlands; it can be braided in many 
ways. It can be made into chain-like lengths. There is great love 
and thoughtfulness in offering a garland of even plain hanks of 
fine yarn spun by oneself. The person receiving a garland of 
yarn can make good use of it. A time is coming when, if gar- 
lands of yarn are handed over to the poor as gifts, they will 
have good use for them. No one has any use for garlands, and using 
flowers when not needed is so much of a waste. 

Work, Work, Work 

If we wish to win swaraj during this very year, we should 
busy ourselves entirely in work. Meetings, processions and things 
like that are all right to the extent they arouse the people. But, 
where people have already been aroused, we should merely go on 
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• a month discard foreign cloth and get new garments made from swa- 
deshi cloth or khadi? Should they incur a debt? Should they beg? 
Should they not rather rest content with a pledge not to purchase foreign 
cloth henceforth? 

A, Even such sl poor man should cleanse himself of the filth 
of foreign cloth. If the worst comes to the worst, let him beg for 
khadi afterwards 5 let him borrow money from friends or get it 
through hard labour, wearing, meanwhile, no more than a 
langoti. A strong determination will help us to overcome many 
diffic ulties. Such determination is a form of prayer and it does 
bear fruit. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 11-9-1921 

223. SPEECH OJV SWADESHI, BOMBAY 1 

July 30, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said on the 30th June Indians had done their duty to their 
country and they must be proud of it, for they had realized that they could 
do a thing without the support, the patronage, of Government. Their fear 
about want of money was now removed and even now he was receiving, un- 
asked, funds from his Pysi, Mohammedan and Hindu friends for theTilak Swaraj 
Fund and that showed that Indians were realizing their duty to their Mother- 
land. He was now sure that, if the money that was already collected was 
spent properly, they would not only be able to collect one crore of rupees, 
but even four crores. He, however, wanted swaraj before the end of the year 
and that would mean they would not have to collect any more monies. Bu 
man proposes and God disposes, and his desires might not be fulfilled. If all 
' Indians — men and women— did their duty to their country, he was sure of 
success. The AH-India Congress Committee had now decided that they should 
put their energies in producing as much khaddar as possible. Without having 
swadeshi they could not have swaraj. Indians did not like to wear what 
was produced in this country but only those clothes which came from England, 
France and Japan, as they thought that country-made cloth was not beautiful 
or artistic enough for their requirement. If they could think like that, how. 
could they realize swaraj? The two lungs of India were food and clothing 
and if they were diseased the country could not live long. How many crores 
of people there were in this country who were on the verge of starvation? I 

1 Gandhiji spoke to a crowded meeting of Parsis, held under the auspices 
of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, at Excelsior Theatre. 
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they thought about them they would find that it was their duty to provide 
for those starving Indians. If they read the history of this country they would 
find that since India gave up weaving and spinning and took to foreign cloth 
India was suffering from poverty and as long as they did not try to remedy 
these things their sufferings would continue. If the Parsi millionaires gave all 
their money to the poor of this country their sufferings would not cease, for 
did they want to keep those crores of persons dependent on their sadcwarts ? 
Or did they want to make them self-dependent? By their own efforts* by their 
own work, these people should earn their livelihood and get their clothing, 
and they must not be taught to depend upon others for their necessaries. There 
was only one way of providing work for the poor in this country and that was 
by Indians wearing khaddar. Some people might ask him why all those poor 
persons did not come to towns like Ahmedabad and Bombay where there was 
so great a scarcity of labour. He did not think that the poor of India would 
leave their homes and migrate to the towns for work in the mills. Supposing 
they did that, what would be the result? Indians would have to starve, for 
who would till the soil and produce wheat and other cereals for them? India 
would then be a jungle and the people would have to starve. It was there- 
fore not possible for the whole population to migrate to towns. So long as 
there was a single man starving in this country, so long it was the duty of 
Indians to be economical and not to indulge in useless luxuries. Therefore he 
was telling his friends that whatever reforms they might get, whatever resolu- 
tions they might pass in the Councils, so long as they could not remove the 
poverty from this land, all their efforts would be in vain. He would appeal to 
his Parsi friends to realize the true position of India, diagnose the disease from 
which the country was suffering and then try to remove it by means of 
observing swadeshi. Let the Parsis show to the whole country— however much 
steeped in luxury they might be, however much they might like to use costly 
things and clothes — that once they had realized the serious position of this 
country they were willing to do their duty by their Motherland and not only 
fall in line with other communities, but to lead the other backward communities 
to the goal of swaraj. He for one believed fully that a community which 
was always taking the lead in many questions in this country would also lead 
the country this time and would not fall behind. It was impossible for the 
country to make a move forward without taking all the different communities 
with it and India could not afford to leave a single community behind. Parsis 
who had been taking a leading part in so many questions, he had no doubt, would 
do so also in this regard. The Parsis should not say that because they had 
two months before them they would do nothing until the 30th September and 
give up everything on the last day. The Parsi community would be put to test 
on Monday next 1 and he knew they would not be found wanting, for he knew his 

1 August 1 . The boycott campaign was to be launched on that day. 

XX-29 
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working silently. Every day, one should go round collecting 
money and persuading people to spin, should get new spinning* 
wheels made and introduce them into home* which are without 
them, see to the stocking of khadi, plead with those who may not 
have started using it to do so and induce enthusiastic, persons to 
carry on work for stopping tlte consumption of liquor. In this 
way, everyone must engage himself in some work for swaraj and 
induce others to do likewise. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navqjioan, 24-4-1921 


20. NOTES 
"NavajivanV I.anouaok 

A Parsi sister, a Parsi brother and some othrrs have sent me 
their criticism of Naoqj ban's language. A constant effort is being 
made to keep its language simple. I believe that it is not within 
the scope of Navqjkan's efforts to improve the language or intro- 
duce difficult words into it; its effort is limited to propagating 
ideas in simplest language, such language as the largest number of 
people can understand. However, all contributors do not keep 
this aim in view. Everyone uses certain words peculiar to him. I 
also see that, in consequence, the language used in Navqjioan is 
not always simple. I wish to assure these critics that there is no 
deliberate attempt to make the language difficult. The aim will 
always be to keep it simple. I thank the writers for their criti- 
cism. I shall certainly take care to see that fewer Sanskrit words 
are used. I know that a large number of Muslim and Farsi 
friends read Naoqjwan, as also a good many women who cannot 
understand difficult words. I consider it my duty to make Nm* 
jiorn easy for them to read. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navqjioan, 24-4-1921 



21. LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS 


Hyderabad (Sind), 
April 25 [1921] 

MY DEAREST CHARLIE 1 , 

I have your letter. I have replied to your query in Young 
India. If the reply lacks fullness, you will ask. I hold very strong 
views on the question. My recent experiences confirm me in 
my opinion. 

As to chastity between husband and wife I do not carry on 
any propaganda. It is too sacred for preaching. But with me the 
thing is more than a pious wish. If I could find a way of stop- 
ping procreation in a civil and voluntary manner and whilst India 
remains in the present miserable state, I would do so today. But 
I know that it is impossible. At the same time I may tell you that 
the effect of that article was not inconsiderable. To my knowledge 
several young men are restraining themselves with profit both to 
themselves and their wives. It surprises me that you do not appre- 
ciate the obvious. But I must not argue. It is a fundamental truth 
to which you must come in time. 

I do hope you are better. 

Yours, 

Mohan 

[PS.] 

Did I tell you that Lalchand had not only proved dishonest, 
he had proved unscrupulous and impudent. His misappropriations 
are manifest. He sought to cover them with further lies. 

From a photostat of the original in GandhijTs hand: G.N. 965 


1 Charles Freer Andrews (1871-1940); 
educationist, and close associate of Gandhiji 


English missionary, author* 



22. MESSAGE TO “ THE HO MR AY CJIRONICl.E"' 

Of Mr. Homiman, I can say that the more ! knew him the 
more I loved him. Few Englishmen have served journalism and 
through that gift, India, with such fearlessness and strength of con- 
viction as Mr. Horniman, and this I am able to say, although I 
often disapproved of his strong language and invective of which 
he was a master. 


The Bombay Chronicle, 26-1-1921 


M. K. Gandhi 


23. NOTES 


Satyaoraha in Mtiijtm 


My heart goes out to these poor people. 1 I wish the great house 
of the Tatas, instead of standing on their legal rights, will reason with 
the people themselves, and do whatever they wish in consultation 
with them. I have some experience of I .and Acquisition Acts. I 
had nearly eighty cases to deal with. Here the reason for the ac- 
quisition was not industrial development but insanitation. I know 
that the people dispossessed never got the exact equivalent. What 
is the value of all boons that the Tata scheme claims to confer upon 
India, if it is to be at the unwilling expense of even one poor 
man? I dare say the problem of disease and poverty can be easily 
solved, and the survivors will live in luxury if the three crore half- 
starved men and women, and lakhs of the decrepit humanity were 
shot and their bodies utilized for manure, or their bones utilised 
for making knife-handles. And yet no one but a lunatic will 
put up such a suggestion. Is the case any weaker when men and 
women are not to be shot, but compulsorily dispossessed of their 
valued lands about which sentiment, romance, and all that makes 
T® wort " “vmg, have grown up? I suggest to the custodians of 
the great name that they would more truly advance India's Inte- 
rest if they will defer to the wishes of their weak and helpless 


Published on the second anniversary of the deportation 
on April 26, 1919 without trial of Benjamin Guy Homiman. editor of The 
Bombay Chronicle. Vide Vol. XV, pp.2M, 348.9, 383-4 

if «,»} P<5aSant * of Mul, hi village who had threatened to offer aatyagraha 

■‘ 8p * Kh “ ^wv, ” el * , 
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countrymen. The duty of the satyagrahis is written in letters of 
gold. There can be no satyagraha in an unjust cause. Satyagraha 
in a just cause is vain, if the men espousing it are not determined 
and capable of fighting and suffering to the end; and the slightest 
use of violence often, defeats a just cause. Satyagraha excludes the 
use of violence in any shape or form, whether in thought, speech, 
or deed. Given a just cause, capacity for endless suffering, and 
avoidance of violence, victory is a certainty. 

Disappearing Untouchability 

Of all the sweet experiences during my Gujarat tour, none was 
sweeter than the sympathetic manner in which the ‘suppressed’ 
were received by the other Hindus. Everywhere the audience 
has received my remarks on the matter without resentment. At 
Kalol there was to be a meeting of ‘untouchables’ to be address- 
ed by me. I pleaded with the Mahajans that they should permit 
me to address them in the pandal erected for the general meeting. 
After some hesitation they agreed. I was to have gone to fetch 
these ‘outcastes’ from their quarters. Their abode was too far 
from the pandal' to enable them to come. I, therefore, addressed 
them near the hospital. But I was glad to note that many ortho- 
dox Hindus, who accompanied me, freely mixed with the men and 
women who had flocked round me from the pariah quarters. But 
the height of satisfaction was reached when in Sisodra, a big vil- 
lage near Navsari, there were knowingly admitted to the place 
reserved for the elite of the village all the many Dheds who were 
standing at a distance from the great meeting which I was address- 
ing. As they were admitted, not a man or woman moved or protes- 
ted. Almost every one in the village was present at the meeting. 
People from surrounding villages, too, had attended. This deliberate 
and solemn admission of several hundred men and women of the 
untouchable class to the centre of a great gathering like the above 
is to me a sure sign of the pure religious character of the movement. 
Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel 1 in order to make assurance doubly sure 
asked those who approved of the step to raise their hands, and 
quite a forest of hands went up. The experiment was repeated in 
Bardoli before an equally large audience and with equally satisfac- 
tory results. Untouchability is surely disappearing, and with its 
disappearance the way to swaraj is becoming safe and easy. 


1 1875-1950; President of the Indian National Congress, 1931; Deputy- 
Prime Minister of India, 1947-50 
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A Mountain of Yarn-halls 

Sisodra, which but a year ago had no hand-spinning, show- 
ed fifty maunds of hand-spun yarn beautifully piled up in a house. 
Hundreds of spinning-wheels are now working in this and the 
surrounding villages. The sight of women and children bringing to 
me presents of yarn is as usual now in Gujarat as in the Punjab. 
Indeed, the students of Gujarat can certainly give {joints to the 
Punjab in spinning. These students have learnt spinning in an 
incredibly short time and are now organizing villages for spin- 
ning work, Let the Punjabis beware, l should he sorry to iind 
the Punjab beaten in the race. It has stubborn rivals in Andhra, 
Karnatak, and Gujarat. The sceptics should visit the centres where 
spinning is going on in an organized fashion, and they will dis- 
cover economic laws which will falsify the teachings of the econo- 
mics of the textbooks. 

A Widow’s Gift 

Men and women have given freely of monies and ornaments. 
But a widow of Anand surprised us all by giving away a nug- 
get of gold valued at Rs, 700, I asked her to give me her name. 
She refused saying the gold was given for God’s service. 

English Education 

A friend asks me to give my considered view on the value of 
English education and explain my talk on the sands at Cuttack. 1 
I have not read the report of the talk. But I gladly respond to the 
friend’s wish. It is my considered opinion that English education 
in the manner it has been given has emasculated the English-edu- 
cated Indians, it has put a severe strain upon the Indian stu- 
dents’ nervous energy, and has made of us imitators. The process 
of displacing the vernacular has been one of the saddest chapters 
in the British connection. Ram Mohan Rai J would have been a 
greater reformer and Lokamanya Tilak 1 would have been a greater 
scholar, if they had not to start with the handicap of having to 
think in English and transmit their thoughts chiefly in English, 
Their effect on their own people, marvellous as it was, would have 
been greater if they had been brought up under a less unnatural 
system. No doubt they both gained from their knowledge of the 

* Vide Vol, XIX, pp. 476-80. 

2 Ra i a Ram Mohan Roy (1774-1833) ; scholar, social reformer and founder 
of Brahmo Samaj ; worked for the abolition of the practice of rati 

* BaJ Gangadhar Tilak (1856-1920); patriot, political loader, scholar and 
author; one of the founders of the Deccan Education Society, Poona, and of the 
newspapers Ktsari and The Makraita. VUt also Vol. II, p. 380, 
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rich treasures of English literature. But these should have been, 
accessible to them through their own vernaculars. No country 
can become a nation by producing a race of translators. Think 
of what would have happened to the English if they had not an 
authorized version of the Bible. I do believe that Chaitanya, 
Kabir, Nanak, Guru Govindsingh, Shivaji, and Pratap were greater 
men than Ram Mohan Rai and Tilak. I know that comparisons 
are odious. All are equally great in their own way. But judged by 
the results, the effect of Ram Mohan and Tilak on the masses is 
not so permanent or far-reaching as that of the others more fortu- 
nately born. Judged by the obstacles they had to surmount, they 
were giants, and both would have been greater in achieving re- 
sults, if they had not been handicapped by the system under which 
they received their training. I refuse to believe that the Raja and 
the Lokamanya could not have thought the thoughts they did with- 
out a knowledge of the English language. Of all the superstitions 
that affect India, none is so great as that a knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language is necessary for imbibing ideas of liberty and deve- 
loping accuracy of thought. It should be remembered that there 
has been only one system of education before the country for the 
past fifty years, and only one medium of expression forced on the 
country. We have, therefore, no data before us as to what we would 
have been but for the education in the existing schools and col- 
leges. This, however, we do know that India today is poorer than 
fifty years ago, less able to defend herself, and her children have 
less stamina. I need not be told that that is due to the defect in 
the system of Government. The system of education is its most 
defective part. It was conceived and bom in error, for the English 
rulers honestly believed the indigenous system to be worse than use- 
less. It has been nurtured in sin, for the tendency has been to dwarf 
the Indian body, mind, and soul. 

Another Secret Treaty 

“Murder will out.” One wonders whether those who nego- 
tiated Secret Treaties during the late unholy war, ever realized 
that they would all eventually see the light of day. It is highly 
probable that they knew that they would be out, and that they, 
the authors, would have to bear the brunt of criticism. It is highly 
probable that they derived Jesuistical satisfaction from the fact that, 
at the time these treaties were negotiated, they could be kept 
secret and that they served the purpose for which they were inten- 
ded. Such seems to be the treaty unearthed by The Bombay Chro- 
nicle, and said to have been entered into between the British Gov- 
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eminent and the Sheriff or Mecca. If it is true, it shows the depth 
to which the British ministers descended for the purpose of gaining 
their end. And now that the end is reached, they treat their own 
written word as so much waste paper, is it any wonder that mil- 
lions of Indians have lost faith in Great Britain and refuse, to 
co-operate with her so long as she will not retrace her steps and 
purify herself of the corruption that is eating into her moral Being? 

Too Late! 

A Farsi friend, who sends Rs, 10 for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, 
writing from Bombay says: 

Your appeal to tlie Pants rmtio loti l.itr. The < iiwniiwul of 
Bombay has already poekrtod this time in mlvam e newly 23 tnktm of 
rupees, fearing a movement from you. If the PiirnU ran !«e assured that 
no other community would get into thru place amt that you ran r indicate 
the evil for all titans then I assure hearty stipjwrt from the enlightened 
Parsi community. 

If the Government has taken the full annual charge in advance, 
those who close their shops for the purpose of advancing the cause 
of temperance must get a refund when better times come. The 
liquor dealers arc obviously not non-co-operators. There is no rea- 
son why they should not apply to the Government for a refund. 
As for the assurance required by the friend, I can only say that no 
reform has yet been brought about on his conditions. His argument 
means that no one need be good unless all become good, whereas 
reformers set the example by standing alone. My ttppcnl to the 
Farsia is to join this temperance movement whether the others 
do or not. As a matter of fact several among the non-Parsis have 
given up drink traffic. 

A Wail prom Mksopotaiiia 

I often receive complaints of ill-treatment from Meso- 
potamia and from those who have returned from Mesopotamia. 
Every one of the correspondents has written about the inhuman 
treatment received by them. The latest letter was not received by 
me, Maulana Shaukat Ali, one of the recipients, has forwarded 
his copy to me. I can no longer withhold publication of such 
letters. The complainants are at least entitled to the relief that 
publicity of their grievance may bring them. A helpless India 
cannot do more for her exiles. The letter is signed by three per- 
sons. I purposely refrain from publishing their names in order 
to protect them against harm being done to them by their officers. 
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It will be noticed that the writers have written to those whose 
names they have read in papers. The writers complain of ill-treat- 
ment by the Arabs. I do not wonder. Helpless themselves, the 
Arabs vent their wrath against the Indian soldiers and clerks in the 
hope, I suppose, that they will not dare to offer for service in Meso- 
potamia. Let me hope that the publicity I am giving the letter will 
deter others from being allured thereto by tempting offers. In no 
case should a self-respecting Indian make of the misfortune of the 
brave Arabs a means of livelihood. I give the letter 1 word for word 
as received, omitting references to the corps after the names of victims. 

Young India, 27 - 4-1921 


24. THE CURSE OF BETTING 

You will earn the gratitude and thanks of thousands of wives, both 
European and Indian, if you can succeed in putting a stop to betting at 
the races. My husband was an ideal husband— until he took to betting 
at the races. Wo arc now in debt, and, although he draws a good salary 
and does not drink alcohol, we arc hard up, and I am sure this is the 
experience of very many wives. I have often implored him on my bend- 
ed knees not to go to the races but to no purpose. And does it not seem 
very hard that wives and children should suffer because their husbands 
cannot refrain from going to the races and losing money? 

It is true that alcohol is ruining thousands, but betting at the races is 
certainly ruining tens of thousands. 

By practically robbing the public, the W.I.T. Club can afford to 
pay its European employees handsome salaries. If you were only in the 
know, I am sure you would agree with me that hanky-panky tricks are 
carried on by the Turf Club, and thus the public are cheated and robbed 
of a lot of money. Do, for God’s sake, try, and right matters. Things were 
certainly better when the book-makers were allowed to take bets on the 
race-course. 

Sir, I am sure you are acquainted with a number of men on the 
new Councils, and, with their aid, I do hope you will succeed in putting 
a stop to betting at the races. If Government would take over and manage 
the totes, I am sure, things would be more fair and square. The public 
invariably lose, and those who win are the owners of horses and their 
trainers and jockeys j and is it not a scandalous shame that Government 
should connive at it, simply because some ot tneir mg officials are keenly 
interested in horse-racing? 


* This is not reproduced here. 
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I had better not offer my signature to tltii letter as my husband it 

in Government service; but I pray tiiat you will interest yourself in 

what I have written and succeed in stopping betting at the lau-s. 

This letter has been travelling with me lor some time. The 
reader will share my feelings that it is a pathetic letter. Anony- 
mous letters are rarely valuable. But this one is certainly an ex- 
ception, though the writer has chosen not to disclose her name. 

I know nothing of horse-racing. I have ever looked upon it 
with horror for its associations. I know that many men have been 
ruined on the race course. 

But I must confess I have not had the courage to write any- 
thing against it. Having seen even an Aga Khan, prelates, viceroys, 
and those that arc considered the best in the land openly patro- 
nizing it and spending thousands upon it, I have felt it to he use- 
less to write about it. As journalist and reformer, my function is 
to call public attention to these vices about which there is likeli- 
hood of public opinion being created. Much ua i disapprove of 
vaccination, I deem it to be waste of effort to draw public attention 
to the evil. I must own that 1 had not the courage to bring the 
drink traffic in the campaign of purification. It has come un- 
sought. The people have taken it up of their own accord. 

The surest sign that non-co-operation is a movement of puri- 
fication is that many abuses are being removed by the people with- 
out any guidance or preaching. And it is in sucti hope about 
betting that 1 have published the above letter. 

I am aware that the writer would he satisfied merely with 
some modification. What is required is a total destruction of the 
pest. Betting at races is a part of the gambling mipua. If only the 
people will non-co-operate, the evil will die a natural death. Thou- 
sands who attend the race course do so merely for fun. They attend 
either to see horses run breathlessly, or because it is the fashion, 
but they, nevertheless, aid and abet the min of many a gambler. 

But betting is, I apprehend, more difficult to deal with than 
drinking. When vice becomes a fashion and even a virtue, it Is 
a long process to deal with it. Betting is not only fashionable but 
is hardly regarded as a vice. Not so drinking. Fortunately, it is 
still the fashion to consider drinking a weakness, if not positively 
a vice. Every religion has denounced it with more or less 
vehemence. But betting has escaped such special attention. Let 
us hope, however, that the vigilant public will find a more ittno- 
cent recreation than attending the race course, and thus show it* 
disapproval of gambling at the race course. 

T<mg India, 27-4-1921 



25. A NON-BRAHMIN'S COMPLAINT 


To 

The Editor 
Young India 
SIR, 

Mr. Gandhi made some remarks regarding Brahmins and non- 
Brahmins in the course of his lecture at the Beach in Madras last Friday. 
His speech has caused great pain to the non-Brahmin nationalists of 
Madras. It would have been highly preferable if Mr. Gandhi had not 
at all touched on this point; for from his speech it was evident that he 
was completely ignorant of Dravidian civilization, religion, culture, and 
the inner meaning and causes of the present non-Brahmin movement. He 
does not seem to have recognized the special features of Dravidian civiliza- 
tion which marks off South India from the rest of India. In praising the 
Brahmins for their contribution to the religion and civilization of India 
(probably he means North India), he has involuntarily cast a slur on the 
non-Brahmins whose ancestors have also contributed as much as, if not 
more than, the Brahmins to the glory of South India as seen in their 
literature, religion, and philosophy. 

It need hardly be poin ted out that nothing can offend a whole com- 
munity like a slur of the above kind, even though it may be done un- 
wittingly by one whose heart is overflowing with love, and for whom the 
community has the highest regard. Further, the object of Mr. Gandhi’s 
recent visit and proposed long tour in the South in the middle of the next 
month is, we may take it, to strengthen the cause, and propagate the 
movement of non-co-operation. 

Surely, making hasty and flippant remarks about a highly vexed 
question is likely to weaken the cause he advocates and estrange the 
sympathies of a vast majority of the masses who feel strongly on the 
movematter. 

If he really wants to bridge the gulf unhappily widening between 
the Brahmins and non-Brahmins of South India, let Mr. Gandhi take up 
the question in right earnest with an entirely blank and open mind, and 
then he may in all probability be in a position, after careful study, to find 
out a solution for the problem. Otherwise he will do well in the interest 
of the great non-co-operation movement to leave severely alone the 
Brahmin and non-Brahmin controversy in the course of his forthcoming 
long tour in South India. 

Madras, 11th April, 1921 C. Kandaswamy 
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I have received more letters in a similar strain. The cor- 
respondents have clearly misunderstood me. 1 have not seen the 
report ol" my speech. I do not, therefore, know whether it lends 
itself to misinterpretation. Hut I claim that the Brahmins' service 
to Hinduism or humanity is imaffected and umliminishrd hy the 
achievements of the Dravklian civilization which nobody denies 
or disputes. I warn the, correspondents against segregating the 
Dravklian South from the Aryan North. The India of today is 
a blend not only of two but of many other cultures. 

Young India, 27-4-1921 


2<>. TO GUJARATIS 

It is early morning anti t am sitting, nil by myself, under a 
tree on the banks of the mighty Indus. Birds are chirping among 
the trees. No one is in sight except two or three volunteers. In 
the distance, on one side, is to be seen the Kotri bridge; on the 
other, nothing but water. On the opposite bank arc trees and a 
few scattered houses, with two or three tiny boats anchored idly 
in the water. There is a breeze anti, thanks to it, the water dances, 
in ripples and makes soil music. Water and sand shine like gold 
in the sunlight. My Sindhi brethren have hound me securely on 
all sides with the silken cord of love. 

Today is Monday and so they have found for me a secluded 
and cool spot and lodged me there. When people tell me that 
my renunciation is great, I smile. The happiness, tranquillity and 
joy which arc mine, even an emperor is not likely to have. I 
should think rather that such peace was impossible for an em- 
peror. The very responsibilities of government are a crushing 
burden on him. In my own experience I have confirmation of 
the truth that the mind alone is the cause of freedom or bond- 
age. 

When I compare this love with what I recently enjoyed In 
Gujarat, they seem to me to be alike. Wherever ! go, I feel as 
if I was receiving the same love as in Gujarat. The reason Is that 
I can regard Sind, too, as my land and feel the joys and sorrows 
of the Sindhis as much as I do those of Gujaratis. I do not 
desise even in my dreams any benefit to Gujarat at the cost of 
Sind. But my patriotism and my religion make me vigilant lest 
Sind should learn the weakness of Gujarat. Just as I would 
never have Sind suffer in order that Gi^arat may benefit, about 
foreign countries, too, I feel the same. I would not be guilty of 
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seeking any benefit to India at the cost of a foreign country. 

I regard only such an attitude as true patriotism. 

But my patriotism is as narrow as it is broad. I have no 
interest whatever in striving for the welfare of the whole world. 

I am interested only in the welfare of my own country. I see the 
good of the world in the good of my country. My varnashrama 
dharma teaches me that there must be some significance in the 
fact of my being born in India instead of in Europe. Every 
man is born a debtor. If others owe him anything, he never 
thinks, should not think, of the fact. The business man who 
examines his debit account does not have to worry about his 
credit account. Everyone who learns to discharge his duty gets 
his rights as a matter of course. 

My patriotism directs my attention only to the duties which 
my country owes. My pride as a Gujarati only tells me what 
the Gujarati’s duty towards India is. If this line of thinking is 
correct, if my Gujarati sisters and brothers accept it, they cer- 
tainly know the duty which they owe. 

Gujarat by itself can win swaraj before the end of this year. 
Every person can win his own swaraj, every village can win its 
own; and everyone, in winning his own swaraj, will be contri- 
buting to the winning of swaraj for India. 

Those who rest content with paying their own share and no 
more will show themselves misers. The condition to be fulfilled for 
winning swaraj is that it is not enough if everyone pays his own 
share; all should give the most they can. When every in- 
dividual is ready to bear the burden which all together should 
carry, only then can the burden be effectively distributed, for 
everyone’s capacity is not the same. Moreover, if in a situation 
like this everyone does his part of the job and no more, the poor 
will get crushed by the rich. 

India has a population of 32 crores. To give — to collect — a 
crore of rupees means every person paying two pice. If a mil- 
lionaire gives two pice and no more, who will pay on behalf of 
the destitutes, the children, the maimed and the brazen-faced? 
The right thing is that a millionaire should be ready to bear the 
whole burden. He to whom much has been given should give 
much. 

Gujarat should calculate its share according to thus method of 
reckoning. It is certainly not too much to expect a collection of 
Rs. 10 lakhs from Gujarat. In fixing the amount at 10 lakhs, 
I do not take into account Gujaratis staying outside. Gujaratis 
residing in Bengal may, if they choose, send contributions to 

XX-4 
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Gujarat, but they ought to pay their share to Bengal. Gujaratis 
living in Madras must serve Madras. It will speak for their cul- 
ture, and India’s, if the Gujaratis spend a good part of their wealth 
at the place where they earn it. It is with these considerations 
in mind that I fix Gujarat’s quota at Rs. 10 lakhs. 

I have excluded even Bombay in fixing this figure. The 
Gujaratis living in Bombay must contribute a handsome amount 
there. I intend to write later about what l expect from Bombay, 
At the moment, i am banking on 10 lakhs from Gujaratis living 
in Gujarat. 

The practical way for collecting litis amount, or any other 
bigger or smaller amount, is that workers in every district and 
Indian State should assume responsibility for raising such portion 
of it as is within their means, 

This holds good in regard to [enrolling] Congress members 
as well, Wc should expect a larger number of members where 
the awakening is greater. If towns like Surat and Nadiad, in 
which the awakening has been great, rest content with enrolling 
only as many members as it may fall to their share to enrol, we 
would simply lose the game which wc are about to win. In places 
where the awakening has been great, I certainly expect that every 
adult above 21 years of age, whether a man or a woman, a 
Dhed or a Bhangi , a Hindu or a Muslim, will be enrolled as a 
Congress member. If a man is too poor to spare four annas, his 
neighbour should give him that amount and get him enrolled. 

The argument about membership and funds also applies to 
the spinning-wheel. Where there is greater capacity for work 
and greater enlightenment, we ougiit to succeed in introducing a 
greater number of spinning-wheels. It is only thus by helping one 
another in every way that we cqn succeed in implementing our 
modest, simple and easy-to-understand programme. 

Although the programme is an easy one, it is also one which 
can never be carried out if we remain indolent. It can be im- 
plemented only if all workers work honestly and to the best of thdf s 
ability all the time. This programme is a test for us, has put us' 
on trial and is the primary stage in our education for swarsj, 
It is, however, a stage which takes us so far that, if we emerge 
successful from the test, hardly three months will be needed fee 
the rest of the training, for the test is of a kind which wiU give 
us self-confidence, courage and strength. 

I hope Gujarat will discharge its duty folly. 

I have marvelled at the awakening among the women of 
Gujarat. They have great power in their hands. In the pro* 
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gramme of work for swaraj, the women’s share is as great as, in 
fact greater than, the men’s. I pray to God that the women of 
Gujarat may play their part to the full and win glory for them- 
selves and for the name of Gujarat and of India. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 1-5-1921 


27. MY NOTES 
Making Hartals Cheap 

There seems to be an epidemic of hartals. Karachi, especially, 
has crossed the limit. Five hartals in a month! It is a hartal 
if someone is arrested, a hartal if someone is released and a hartal 
again if the Governor pays a visit. Resorting to hartals in this 
manner deprives them of all value. To me a hartal is a sacred 
and powerful weapon. A hartal is in place on an occasion of 
great religious significance, or it may be resorted to for giving 
expression to people’s feelings when they are very strong. If we 
look upon any and every occasion as of religious significance or 
let ourselves be moved by strong feelings whenever something 
happens and so call for a hartal, we shall have made our measure 
of what constitutes religious significance or strength of feelings 
cheap indeed. Had I not felt that we could not do without a 
hartal during the Satyagraha Week, I would certainly not have 
been instrumental in further lowering the value of hartals in this 
season of cheap hartals. I hope that henceforth a hartal will be 
called for at any place only on rare occasions. The best course 
is not to have a hartal unless the Congress and the Khilafat 
Committee have discussed the matter and issued a statement cal- 
ling for one. 

Prison-palace 

It is, moreover, a sign of weakness on our part to declare a 
hartal when someone is arrested. Actually, we want to fill the 
jails. Our deliverance will be possible only when people in their 
thousands go to jail. Under an oppressive Government, generally 
the prison is the only sacred place for a good man. Jail is the 
dwelling-place of our freedom. When large numbers of wholly 
innocent men are in jail, we may take it that swaraj is at hand. 
If we wish to make the jail our natural home under this Govern- 
ment, there is no sense in our declaring a hartal when someone 
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goes to jail. When we have really shed the fear of jail, the 
Government will not care to imprison us. When we have learnt 
to bear the cruellest outrages with a smiling face rather than 
crawl on our stomachs, refuse to salute the Union Jack under force 
and to rub the nose on the ground , 1 2 3 when we can stand up to 
face Dyerism and receive bullets on the chest instead of being 
shot in the back, swaraj will be ours that very day; for heroism, 
the true Kshatriya spirit, lies in this. For cultivating this spirit, 
what is needed is not a strong body but a strong, fearless heart. 
The marks of a Kshatriya spirit are not cruelty and hard-hearted- 
ness; it consists, rather, in forbearance, readiness to forgive, com- 
passion, nobility, apalayanam 1 and the strength to stand unshaken 
and fearless even under a shower of bullets. The true Kshatriya 
does not kill but receives blows on himself. The mahnnP of Nan- 
kanaSaheb cannot be described as a Kshatriya, he was a murderer . 4 
Lachhman Singh and Dulip Singh were true Kshatriyas . 5 * This 
Kshatriya spirit is possible even for a weak and handicapped child. 
Non-violent non-co-operation is a means of cultivating the Kshatriya 
virtues. Imam Hussen and Hassan were Kshatriyas. Their 
oppressor was a tyrant. The child Prahlad 5 was a Kshatriya and 
Hiranyakashipu a demon. Varnashrama does not mean that members 
of the other castes cannot have the Kshatriya spirit. Members of 
all the four castes should have the virtues of a Kshatriya, though 
in a Kshatriya they should be prominent and it is his business in 
life to cultivate them. But anyone who, born as a Kshatriya, 
uses his brute strength against the weak is not a Kshatriya but 
the opposite of a Kshatriya, a links liana 7 . The Kshatriya spirit has 
almost wholly disappeared from India and the aim of mm-violent 
non-co-operation is to revive it. 

Lack of Culture 

A copy of the pamphlet published at the time of H.E. the 
Governor’s visit to Karachi has come into my hands. It contains 
these sentences: 


1 These indignities were inflicted on the people during the Martial Law 
in the Punjab in April 1919; ttidt Vol, XVII, pp. 114-292. 

2 Not running away from battle in fear 

3 Chief priest 

4 & s For the incident referred to, vid* Vol. XIX, pp. 421-5. 

4 He was persecuted by his father Hiranyakashipu for worshipping Vishnu. 

7 Demon 
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The Governor is arriving this morning. Do not join the 
procession in his honour. Our Congress has directed that 
no Indian should associate himself in any way with the pre- 
sent Government. Observe a hartal on Monday, the 21st 
instant, and demonstrate to the Government that we desire 
swaraj. Suspend all work and pray to God for swaraj within 
a year. 

A non-co-operator ought not to be discourteous. We must 
not omit to address men in authority in terms showing respect, 
as we intend to show such respect even hereafter. Our non-co- 
operation is not against the Governor of Bombay as an individual 
or against the post he holds. It is against the political system 
as such. There is no meaning in our observing a hartal when a 
Governor visits a part of his Presidency if we have nothing against 
him in particular, and it is lack of culture to refer to him in un- 
mannerly language. Even when speaking of the man who per- 
petrated the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, we use his full name. 
We have, and need have, no compunction in referring to him as 
General Dyer, The non-co-operator who disregards the formal 
courtesy of language violates his self-imposed rule of peacefulness. 

Demonstrate to Whom? 

The Congress directive is not for a hartal on every occasion, 
but the foregoing appeal makes it seem that it is. What is it we 
need to demonstrate to the Government through hartals? We 
wish to win swaraj by our own strength. If we can gain strength 
through hartals, let us by all means have them. On this occasion, 
however, the appeal itself makes it clear that the hartal was 
intended to demonstrate something to the Government. There is 
little we need to demonstrate to the Government, or, rather, it is 
sound work which we need to show. What that work is the 
Congress has indicated. 


My Prayer 

A gentleman, writing about the prayer I made at the time of 
the Antjaj Conference 1 , says that he could not understand its point. 
I do not know whether my speech has been correctly reported. 
My prayer is this: The only thing dear to me is mokska 2 My Whole 
effort is to attain moksha at the end of this very life. It is with 


i Vidt Vol. XIX, pp. 569-75. 
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this aim that I have taken up so serious a movement as non-co- 
operation. However, if 1 do not have my aspiration fulfilled at 
the end of this life and if the sin of imtouchabiiby will not have 
disappeared by then, I would pray to God that l may have my 
next birth in an Antyaj family so that I could suffer all that they 
do and do rigorous tapascharya to mitigate their sufferings. I 
believe that the spirit of compassion which I have learnt to value 
as a Vaishnava and of which I have drunk deep from Tulsidas*# 
Ramayana teaches me to pray for nothing else but this. ^ The cruel 
oppression of the Antyajas in the name of Hinduism is intolerable 
to me; it ought to be so to every Hindu. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 1-5-1921 


28. NOTES 


A Set-hack 

If the facts reported in the Press are substantially correct, the 
Malegaon non-co-operators have been false to their creed, their faith, 
and their country. They have put back the hands of the clock 
of progress. Non-vjplcncc is the rock on which the whole structure 
of non-co-operation is built. Take that away and every act 
of renunciation comes to naught, as artificial fruit is no more 
than a showy nothing. The murder of the men who were eviden- 
tly doing their duty was, if the report is correct, deliberate. It 
was a cowardly attack. Certain men wilfully broke the law, and 
invited punishment. 

There could be no justification for resentment of such Im- 
prisonment. Those who commit violence of the Malegaon type’ 
are the real co-operators with the Government. The latter will 
gladly lose a few officers if thereby they could kill non-co-opera* 
don. A few more such murders and we shall forfeit the sympathy 
of the masses. I am convinced that the people will not tolerate 
violence on our part. They are by nature peaceful and they 
have welcomed non-co-operadon because it is deliberately non* 
violent. 

What must we do then? We must ceaselessly preach against 
violence alike in public and in private. We must not show any 
sympathy to the evil-doers. We must advise the men who have 

1 In April 1921 a police sub-inipector and four constable* were killed In 
an act of mob violence which wai provoked by the trial of Khilafat workers. 
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taken part in the murders to surrender themselves if they are at 
all repentant. The workers must be doubly careful in their talks. 
They must cease to talk of the evil of the Government and the 
officials, whether European or Indian. Bluster must give place to 
the work of building up put before the nation by the Congress. 
We must be patient if there is no response to the demand for 
men, money, and munitions. All police orders must be strictly 
obeyed. There should be no processions or hartals when known 
workers are prosecuted or imprisoned. If we welcome imprison- 
ments of innocent men, as wc must, we ought to cultivate inno- 
cence and congratulate ourselves when we are punished for hold- 
ing opinions, or for doing things that we consider it our duty to 
do, i.c., for spinning, or collecting funds, or getting names for the 
Congress register. There should be no civil disobedience. We 
have undertaken to stand the gravest provocation and remain 
non-violent. Let us be careful lest the hour of our triumph be, 
by our folly, the hour of our defeat and humiliation. I implicitly 
subscribe to the test suggested by The Times of India. It may be 
recognized that, as a movement relying ostensibly upon soul-force, 
the only test of its value must be in the absolute sincerity of its 
upholders. Once let that sincerity fall under justifiable suspicion 
and those forces are let in which must inevitably end in its 
moral ruin. 

Sind Reflections 

It was a packed programme in Sind. Hyderabad, Karachi, 
Larkhana, Shikarpur, Sukkur, Rohri, Kotri, and Mirpur Khas, 
between the 24th and the 30th was a fairly big bite. And as 
Mr. Mulchand 1 * of Sukkur justly remarked, ‘the work could only 
be half done*. ‘Better half a loaf than none/ said another 
friend. Sind has certainly as fine material as any province. It 
has men, money, and ability. It can lead, if it chooses. But 
it cannot today, in spite of the advantages mentioned. My letter 3 
to “Young Sind’* written on the 25th stands without alteration in 
spite of the later experiences. , 

Karachi is the worst, Sind is divided into district parties 
without a central guiding organization. But Karachi has not one 
party but many groups. It was of Karachi that I heard comp- 
laints regarding suspicious finance. Its national public schools, 
I was told, will not publish accounts. Karachi will hot acknow- 
ledge one leader. I heard even charges of misappropriation of 

1 A lawyer who renounced his practice during Gandhyi’s tour 

3 This is not available 
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funds. I do not know how far the charges arc justified. But 
they were brought to my notice with such persistence and by so 
many persons that t feel I must call public attention to them. 
We are bound to render a faithful account to the people of every 
pic they give us. I invite the controllers of national schools not 
only to render accounts of their dealings hut also to put their 
schools under public management. In my opinion there should 
be but two funds -the Tilak Swaraj Fund and the Khikifat Fund. 
All activities should come under one or the other organization. 
All schools must be financed by these two bodies. There should 
be no separate collections for separate enterprises. We must 
collect and organize our energy and resources, not fritter them 
away by having many agencies. We must demonstrate our litness for 
swaraj by sinking difTercnc.es, avoiding jealousies, and submitting 
to control from a central organization, by being able to collect 
and honestly spend largo sums of money, by managing the edu- 
cation of our children and our own disputes, by being self-contained 
in every village as to food and clothing, and by driving away 
national vices such as drink and untouchability. 

National schools are springing up everywhere in Sind. I 
must warn the managers against preparing big budgets. Jn my 
opinion, for this year at any rate, every school and college must 
principally become a carding and spinning institute. It must pay 
its monthly expenditure from the labour of the boys and girls 
who attend them. The capital expenditure should only consist 
of a little furniture and spinning-wheels. We must not waste 
national time at present by devoting any time to English studies. 
Earnestness demands recognition of certain fundamental principles, 
if swaraj is to be attained within one year, and if we Mieoi in 
the programme of non-co-operation and the resolutions of the 
All-India Congress Committee. 

Enough, however, of criticism. There was so much to make 
one hopeful. The bubbling and almost embarrassing enthusiasm 
of the people was a soul-stirring sight. The women of Sind gave 
liberally to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. Karachi led with a purse of 
Rs. 25,000. The purse is meant for me to be used as I choose. 


I can only make the choice in favour of the Tilak Swaraj Fund 
The following is a rough estimate of the collections: 

Karachi Rs. so,( 

Larkhana H 1,1 

Shikarpur tl 15,1 

Sukkur 10 ,i 

Rohri 1.1 


30.000 
1,000 

15.000 
10,000 

1,000 
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Nawabshah 

Rs. 

5,000 

Hyderabad 


15,000 

Mirpur Khas 


1,000 

Sundries 

99 

1,000 


Many non-co-operating students are doing most valuable work 
in Sind. The most cheering event I can record is the fact that the 
Shikarpuris had a violent quarrel among themselves resulting in the 
imprisonment of many notable men, but were able, through the effort 
of Sadhu Vaswani 1 , to make up their differences. This naturally 
resulted in the discharge of all who were arrested. We would be 
super-human if we never quarrelled. But we show ourselves as 
men when we become charitable and amicably settle our differences. 

Abuse of Hartal 

A correspondent from Karachi writes to me deploring the 
frequency of hartals- in that city. I have also seen a cutting from 
the Indian Social Reformer dealing with the same subject. I agree 
with the I. S. Reformer's criticism that the hartals have become 
cheap of late. They are fast losing their value. But for the sacred 
character of the 6th and the 13 th April, 2 X would have refrained 
from advising hartals for those two days. Hartals are either 
meant as a protest against something extraordinary or a religious 
demonstration. There was no meaning in declaring a hartal when 
H. E. the Governor visited Karachi. If it was meant to be a 
demonstration against him personally, it was bad taste, for in 
my opinion, he is among the wisest officials and but for the vicious 
system he is called upon to administer, he would make a popular 
Governor. Hartals for imprisonments or discharges are equally 
bad taste. Imprisonments must not inspire fear in us. Under 
an unjust Government, imprisonments of innocent men must be 
regarded as their ordinary lot even as disease is the ordinary 
state of persons living in insanitary conditions. The Government 
will cease to imprison us when we cease to fear imprisonments. 
The Government will cease to exist or (which is the same thing) 
will reform itself, when its most frightful punishments, even Dyer- 
ism, fail to strike us with fear. Hartals therefore in regard to 
imprisonments are a symptom of nervous fear and must therefore 
be tabooed. I quite agree with the I.S.R. that local leaders 

1 T. L. Vaswani (1879-1966); seer from Sind; author of Gita Meditations, 
The Fact of Buddha, and other works; founder of Mira Educational Institutions, 
Poona * 

2 Since the Jalliauwala Bagh incident in April 1919, these dates marked the 
observance of a National Week in the country; vide Vol. XIX, pp. 467-9. 
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ought not to declare hartals without reference to headquarters. 
As a rule I would say, save the 6th and 13th April, every other 
hartal should be declared by the All-India Congress Committee 
and the Central Khilafat Committee in conjunction. It will be a 
misfortune to cheapen the hartals. 

Young India, 4-5-1921 


29. A STRING OF QflESTIOMS 1 

I have dealt with the first question in a separate -article. 1 As 
for the second question, I think that only godfearing people can 
become true non-co-operators. But the programme of non-co- 
operation docs not require a man to declare his faith. Any person 
believing in non-violence and accepting the non-co-operation 
programme can certainly become a non-co-operator. As to the 
third question, the correspondent misapprehends the position. 
The nation has not embarked on complete non-co-operation, not 
for want of faith or will, but for want of ability. It has, therefore, 
not called upon Government servants as yet to give up their 
posts. But any such servant is free to throw up his office when- 
ever he likes. But there cannot he such a call until all reasonable 
precautions are taken against an outbreak of violence. Not until 
the nation is in a position to find occupation for such men can the 
call, therefore, be made. Thus here, there is no question of expedi- 
ency as it is generally understood. But purest religion is highest 
expediency. Many things arc lawful but they are not all expedient. 
The law, the ideal of non-co-operation, is before the country. 

As to the fourth question, my meaning of swaraj is that India 
should be able to regulate her fife without any restraint from out- 
side. She should be able to regulate her military expenditure and 
the method of raising her revenue. She should be able to with- 
draw every one of her soldiers from wheresoever she chooses. How 
this will be, or can be, done depends upon the nation. India’s 
representatives freely chosen by the people must decide upon the 
method of execution. If swaraj is not established during one 
year, if I can help it, certainly not a single boy who has left his 
school or a lawyer his practice will return thereto. 

Young Mia , 4-5-1921 

1 Ah fad Husain of Bareilly had written to Gandhijl on April 13 raising 
four questions; oidt Appendix I. 

3 Vkk the following item. 



30. THE AFGHAN BOGET 

The reader will find elsewhere a string of questions put by 
a correspondent. The most important relates to a speech delivered 
by Maulana Mahomed Ali on the fear of an Afghan invasion. I 
have not read Maulana Mahomed Ali’s speech referred to by the 
correspondent. But whether he does or not, I would, in a sense, 
certainly assist the Amir of Afghanistan if he waged war against 
the British Government. That is to say, I would openly tell my 
countrymen that it would be a crime to help a Government 
which had lost the confidence of the nation to remain in power. 
On the other hand, I would not ask Indians to raise levies for the 
Amir. That would be against the creed of non-violence accepted 
by both Hindus and Muslims for the purpose of the Khilafat, the 
Punjab, and swaraj. And I apprehend that Maulana Mahomed 
Ali could not mean more in his speech than what I have sugges- 
ted. He could not very well do otherwise, so long as the Hindu- 
Muslim compact subsists, The Muslims are free to dissolve the 
compact. But it would be found, upon an examination of the case, 
that the compact is indissoluble. Dissolution of the compact means 
destruction of India’s purpose. I cannot conceive the present 
possibility of Hindus and Muslims entering upon a joint armed 
revolt. And Muslims can hardly expect to succeed with any plan 
of an armed revolt. 

However, I warn the reader against believing in the bogey 
of an Afghan invasion. Their own military writers have, often let 
us into the secret that many of the punitive expeditions were 
manufactured for giving the soldiers a training or keeping idle 
armed men occupied. A weak, disarmed, helpless, credulous India 
does not know how this Government has kept her under its 
hypnotic spell. Even some of the best of us today really believe 
that the military budget is being piled up for protecting India 
against foreign aggression. I suggest that it is being piled up tor 
want of faith in the Sikhs, the Gurkhas, the Pathans, and the 
Rajputs, i.e., for want of faith in us and for the purpose of keep- 
ing us under forced subjection. My belief (I write under correc- 
tion) is that the anxiety of the Government always to have a 
treaty with the Amir was based, not so much upon the fear of a 
Russian invasion as upon the fear of losing the confidence of the 
Indian soldiery. Today there is certainly no fear of a Russian 
invasion, I have never believed in the Bolshevik menace. Ana 
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why should any Indian Government, to use the favourite phrase 
of the erstwhile idol of Bengal, ‘broad-based upon a people’s affec- 
tion’, fear Russian, Bolshevik or any menace? Surely a contented 
and a powerful India (all the more), in alliance with Great 
Britain, ran any day meet any invasion upon her. But this 
Government has deliberately emasculated us, kept us under the 
perpetual fear of our neighbours and the whole world, and drained 
India of her splendid resources so that she has lost faith in her- 
self either for defence or for dealing with the simple problem of the 
growing poverty. I, therefore, do certainly hope that the Amir 
will not enter into any treaty with this Government. Any such 
treaty can ’only mean unholy bargain against Islam and India. 
This Government, being unwilling to part with O’Dwyerism as 
an ‘emergency’ measure, being unwilling to keep its faith with 
the Muslims, (I must decline to treat the Government of India 
separately from the Imperial Government) and being unwilling to 
let India rise to her full height, wants Afghanistan to enter into 
a treaty of oil'cncc against India. I hope that there is but one 
opinion so far as non-co-opcrators arc concerned. Whilst un- 
willing ourselves, we cannot wish others to co-operate with the 
Government. 

Young India, 4-5-1921 


3L GANDHI OLD AND NEW 

The Times of India has returned to the charge of insincerity 
which was to be inferred from its previous article which I dealt 
with recently in these columns. 1 It is a sober article to which no 
exception could be taken. I am certainly anxious to retain the 
reputation for sincerity which has been credited to me and which 
I certainly claim. My article, "The Mists”* should generally be 
regarded as my last word to my critics, I must rely upon my 
actions for final explanation. No man can be called just, sincere, 
or good before his death. But I would like to correct some of 
the misstatements of The Tims of India writer. Even when I 
declared satyagraha, I was charged with having fallen from my 
original non-political state and the state of isolation. Even in 
South Africa, I was referred by my critics to my past. Every 
campaign that I have been connected with had its critics who 

1 Vide Vol. XIX, pp. 559-60. 

3 Vide “The MiiU”, 20-4-1921. 
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praised my past at the expense of the then present. I state this 
fact not to disprove the present charge, but to steel my heart 
against believing in the charge of unconscious insincerity and self- 
deception. I never suspended satyagraha, I certainly never retired 
into private life. I suspended civil disobedience, and it remains 
still suspended, because I believed, as I still believe, the country 
not to be ripe for it. My Himalayan mistake was my miscalcula- 
tion of the preparedness of the country. Non-co-operation of the 
type undertaken is not attended with any danger such as is 
attendant on civil disobedience. The latter is not always a duty 
as non-co-operation is. Hence it is that I have said that I must 
continue to advise non-co-operation even though it may result in 
anarchy. Am I to recall my medals, or advise friends to recall 
theirs, or advise lawyers to resume practice because, supposing, 
anarchists have gained the upper hand? Am I to associate myself 
for fear of anarchy with a dishonest Government which believes in 
Dyerism as a faith? I know that anarchy as a creed is devi- 
lish, but Dyerism is still more so for it is anarchy wearing the 
mask of constituted authority. Ordered anarchy is infinitely worse 
than avowed anarchy. Only, in the latter event, I should dis- 
sociate myself from the anarchy of the mob as I have dissociated 
myself from the anarchy of the Government. For me both are 
evils to be shunned. I have not asked for reprisals against the 
author of the Jallianwala Massacre. I have asked for nothing 
more than the stopping of the pensions to the culprits and the 
dismissal of those who are yet holding office. I have not advised 
the Sikhs to give any pension to Mahant Naraindas or to keep 
him in office. I have ventured to advise the Sikhs to waive the 
prosecution of the murderers as I have advised the nation to waive 
the prosecution of the official murderers in the Punjab. I claim 
consistency of conduct about Amritsar and Nankana. I have 
said repeatedly that I am acting towards the Government as I 
have acted towards my own dearest relatives. Non-co-operation 
on the political field is an extension of the doctrine as it is practised 
on the domestic field. The reference to my association with law- 
yers, etc., is hardly becoming. As a matter of fact, there are very 
few practising lawyers now holding office in Congress organizations. 

I adhere to my opinion that where non-co-operators are in a 
majority, none who has not fully non-co-operated should hold 
office. The Congress Committee has not rejected the proposal. 
I do not know that practising lawyers presented me with any 
address in Surat. But I would not hesitate to receive one even 
from them so long as I was free to wean them from the error of 
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their ways. So far as my association with the AH Brothers is con- 
cerned, I consider it a proud privilege. But in South Africa, I 
had as my associates murderers and thieves, men who had certainly 
suffered imprisonment for attempts to murder or steal. Only 
they carried out their compact as to non-violence as honourably 
as any other satyagrahi. I see no difference between the old 
Gandhi and the new, except that the new has a clearer conception 
of satyagraha and prizes the doctrine of ahimsa more than ever. 
Nor, I promise The Tims of India writer, is there any self-decep- 
tion in this belief. But time must show who is right. Precedent 
is on my side. 

Toung India, 4-5-1921 


32. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, KAPADWANJ 

May 4, 1921 

The Bohra' community too has to work for swaraj and serve 
India. The Bohras have to make their contribution to the Khilafat 
movement. I wish to enlist fully the services of the rich in the 
task of swaraj. The Bohras return with big fortunes from outside. 
It is incumbent on them to donate to the Tilak Swaraj Fund in 
full the contributions which fall to their share. I use the word 
‘donate* because it is customary to use it. But it is not the right 
word, for giving money to the Tilak Swaraj Fund is a business deal, 
a bargain for swaraj, a duty towards Tilak Maharaj. What is paid 
in a business deal or to fulfil a duty cannot be regarded as a 
donation. 

* * # 

Just as our people fear white men, so do the Bkangts fear us. 
As long as we remain white men to them, we must not hope for 
swaraj. If we call them Bkangis and keep them at a distance, the 
whole world looks upon us as Bhangis and avoids contact with us. 
Ask anyone who has been to Africa if it is not true that any 
white man, a drunkard or a prostitute-monger or a gambler, feels 
polluted by contact with Indians, We cannot travel in trains in 
the same compartment as the whites, ride in the same trams or 
walk on the same footpaths; wc cannot carry on trade In the same 

1 A Mu*lim mercantile community; there were a fairly large number of 
Bohras in Kapadwaiy, but they had not turned up at the meeting. 
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locality in which the whites do so. We cannot buy bread where 
they buy their bread. I grant that this does not happen every- 
where. I will not do injustice to Englishmen. I am not their 
enemy. But I have seen in many places that we are denied 
admission to places in which the whites lodge and to rooms which 
they use for retiring or having refreshments. However, the whites 
keep us at a distance for reasons of hygiene, fearing that their 
bodies will be polluted. They do not believe that their souls will 
be polluted. But we have got into the belief that, if we touch 
an Antyaj, our soul will be polluted and God will punish us! 
Indeed God is punishing us right now. What greater misfortunes 
can there be than famines, natural calamities, cholera, the plague 
and the wickedness of the Government? I, therefore, humbly 
submit to Hindu society that Hinduism does not consist in clinging 
to untouchability but in getting rid of that evil. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 8-5-1921 


33. SPEECH AT WOMEN'S MEETING , KATHLAL 

May 4, 1921 

It is not in the hands of the Brahmins, or of men, to preserve 
dharma. It is entirely in the hands of women to do so. The 
foundation on which society rests is the home and dharma is to 
be cultivated in the home. The fragrance in the home will spread 
all over society. A city may have flourishing trade and a big 
population but, if the homes there were not well-kept, I would 
unhesitatingly say that that city was not good. Women are the 
presiding deities of the home. If they do not follow dharma, the 
people would be totally destroyed. The reason why Shri Krishna 
destroyed the Yadava clan was precisely this, that the Yadava 
women had taken to immoral ways and forsaken their dharma. I 
urge you, therefore, to be pure and follow dharma, and pray that, 
having made yourselves pure, give me and Maulana Shaukat Ali, 
i.e., the Hindus and the Muslims, your blessing that we may 
win success in this fight for swaraj, in this fight for dharma. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 8-5-1921 



34. WHY I AM HOPEFUL ABOUT PA RSIS 


liver si nne the Parsis settled in India, they have kept their 
word to the Hindus, honourably and faithfully. When all others 
in Bombay were struck dumb, it was the Parsis whose courage 
made the others also vocal. The Parsin' services to Gujarat will 
ever be remembered. Even the Gujarati language has been served 
in no insignificant manner by Malbari 1 , Khabardar 1 and others. 
The Parsis have never fought over matters of religion hut have 
been wholly content that they arc able to follow their own religion. 
There is no community in the world which can even approach the 
Parsis in the matter of charities. The Parsis arc endowed in no 
small measure with the capacity to see the good in others and 
assimilate it themselves. 

No community in the world as small as the Parsis has ever 
earned prestige as great as it has. I infer from this that their 
scriptures arc of a high spiritual value; they are simple, easy 
enough for even a child to understand. 

But the Parsi community will commit a serious blunder if 
it wants to depend on the capital of its past greatness lor con- 
tinued survival and for being able to hold its own. 

Like others, the Parsis too are at present caught tip in the 
poisonous wind blowing from the West. They have started giving 
up their traditional ways of simple living. Luxuries are on the 
increase among them. As the community possesses plenty of wealth, 
love of ease seems to have crept into it. As a small community 
can easily rise by following the path of virtue, so it will as easily 
fall if it takes to the path of immorality. And if it begins to fall, 
it will certainly not be long before it perishes. 

A Parsi gentleman used to visit my father. The two were on 
intimate terms. I was then a child. How can I forget Eduiji 
Sheth? Every time he came to see my father, his favourite sub- 
ject of conversation was simplicity. His own way of living was 
extraordinarily simple. He was related to the late Thakore 
Saheb of Rajkot too. Eduiji Sheth did not hesitate to express 
even before him his views on wasteful expenditure or ostentation. 
His courage was as great as his simplicity and both were as great 

1 Behrantfl Merwanjl Malbari (1854-1912); poet, journalist and social 
reformer 

a Ardcihar Faramji Khabardar (1881-1954) 
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as his noble bearing. Ever since then I have felt that the Parsi 
community can do much, give much, if it wills. I am sure it 
will save itself from this poisonous wind [from the West] and that its 
enterprising nature and its regard for dharma will save it. It is 
my faith that the Parsis will continue to serve India as citizens 
of the country in the same way as they have done in the past. 
May God endow them with discrimination, right thinking and 
courage! Whatever the contribution of the Parsis in this holy 
fight, India can never forget their nobility and culture. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-5-1921 

35. OFFER OF PRIZE BY A PARSI SISTER 

A sister named Meherbai Bhesania has written a very loving 
letter from Yokohama, the capital of Japan. It has lain with me 
unanswered for some time, and I apologize to her for this. I read 
it again after a lapse of some days. I kept wondering whether 
or not I should publish it and I was also busy with other things and 
so could not decide what to do. 

It seemed to me doubtful whether, by offering a prize, we 
could have good national songs. Finally, however, I came to the 
conclusion that it would not be proper for me not to publish a 
sister’s letter written with the utmost sincerity or not to announce 
the prize offered by her. I therefore give the letter below. I have 
omitted a part of it which concerned me alone. Just a few words 
here and there have been corrected and paragraphs in English 
have been translated [into Gujarati]. The rest of the letter I give 
as it is. It is a matter of joy that a sister living so far away 
takes such interest in this holy fight. 

If Goddess Saraswati inspires any poets of Gujarat and they 
try their hand, not tempted by the prize but to respect a sister’s 
wish conveyed from so far away, I shall be obliged. All entries 
should be received by June 30 at the latest. If there is an extraordi- 
narily good poem on only one of the subjects, the whole amount of 
the prize will go to its author. If none of the poems comes up to 
a certain standard, no prize will be awarded. I shall declare the 
judge’s name later. 1 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 5-5-1921 

1 This was followed by Meherbai’s letter, which is not given here. It 
offered three prizes of Rs. 75 each to outstanding songs: One, a prayer to God 

XX-5 



36. LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH 


Surat, 
May 5, 1921 

BHAISHRI DEVCHANDBHAI 1 , 

I had your telegram. It had become impossible for me to go 
there. If you will, you can see that no home in Kathiawad is left 
without a spinning-wheel. But can a person ever rise to heaven 
except by giving up his life?* Do you yourself spin? Do you use 
khadi exclusively, at home and outside? 

Vandmalaram from 

Mohandas 

From the Gujarati original: G.N. . r »72B 


37. SPEECH AT MAHARASHTRA PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE, 

BASSEIN 


May 7, 1921 

Your love has drawn me here. I am sorry I cannot stay in 
your midst for long. With the President’s permission, I shall 
say in brief what I want to. 

It is about Mulshi Peta that I must speak first. It grieves me 
that I have not been able to go there myself and acquaint myself 
at first hand with the grievances of our brethren there. My 
knowledge of the details of the struggle is scanty. I rarely get a 
chance to read a newspaper. I naturally hesitate to speak or write 
on any matter about which I do not know much. All the same, I 
have given my views 3 on it in Young Mia without going into de- 
tails. I convey my sympathy to those who are attending this meet- 


mentioning the name* by which follower! of different faiths address Him; a 
second explaining the lesson to be drawn from Lokamanya Tilak’s life; and a 
third comparing non-co-operators to Arjuna and appealing to them, In the 
manner of Lord Krishna’s exhortation in the Bkagaoad Oita, to shed their weak* 
ness. 

* A fellow-student and life-long friend of Gandhiji 

3 A Gujarati saying meaning, "Can anything be ever achieved unless one 
exerts oneself?” 

» Vidt “Notes”, 27-4-1921. 



SPEECH AT MAHARASHTRA PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE, BASSEIN 67 

ing as representatives of the satyagrahis of Mulshi Peta. People 
fighting for their rights always have my sympathy. I understand 
that the people of Mulshi Peta are fighting to defend the owner- 
ship of their farms. I stand by them in their claim. I always sup- 
port people who are ready to defend their possessions at the sacri- 
fice of their lives, but I can never join hands with those who are 
ready to kill others, be it even for the cause of truth. These people 
can get my help only for deciding whether they are fig h tin g for 
truth or untruth. When I was asked about the people of Mulshi 
Peta starting a satyagraha, I had replied that, if the people had 
the necessary strength, the experiment was certainly worth try- 
ing. They have proved that they possess that strength. Whatever 
they have been able to achieve is good, so far as it goes. But 
they can have complete peace only when they are permanently 
assured of their rights. If a man does not want to relinquish his 
rights over a plot of land, it is not in keeping with the traditions 
of our country to obtain possession of it by recourse to law. I 
was once engaged in a small case; the man owned an ordinary 
piece of land but he was after me like a mad man to save it for 
him. As a father does not wish to sell his child, so also a man is 
naturally unwilling to part with his land. This has been our na- 
ture from ancient times. I hope that our Tata Company will take 
no steps against the satyagrahis of Mulshi Peta. It is welcome to 
acquire the land even without payment with people’s goodwill, 
but I hope it will make no move to obtain it so long as even one 
owner is unwilling [to part with his piece]. It may be European 
civilization to acquire land by recourse to a Land Acquisition 
Act, but I should have nothing to do with a civilization which 
I believe to be Satanic. So long, therefore, as the people of Mulshi 
Peta carry on their fight on peaceful lines, the whole of India should 
back them. 

I wish to see the bravery of Lachhman Singh and Dulip 
Singh in Mulshi Peta. Without raising a Ettle finger, these two 
warriors stood undaunted against the attack of Mahant Narain- 
das of Nankana Saheb, and let themselves be killed. Their 
friends had advised them not to go to the gurudwara x on that day. 
Mahant Naraindas [it was known] had made preparations for 
killing them. But they had replied that they would bow their 
heads before the Guru Granth Saheb 1 2 and that they could not 
be more fortunate than if they died with their heads thus bowed. 

1 Sikh place of worship 

2 Holy Book of the Sikhs 
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Their words came literally true. Lachhmati Singh went right into 
the gumdwara and was killed as he stood with his head bowed be- 
fore the Granth Saheb. Dulip Singh was left outside. Narain- 
das came out to kill him. Dulip Singh told him, “You have gone 
mad.” He had his dagger with him, but he kept it sheathed. He 
was well-built, sis the Sikhs generally are. Had he so chosen, he 
could have finished oil" two or three of his assailants then and there, 
but that was against his principle. He was bound by the Congress 
pledge of non-violence. He was killed by Naruindas even as 
he was pleading with him. Only two such men in 33 crores are 
not enough. We need such heroes not only among Sikhs, but 
among Hindus and Muslims as well. Lachhman Singh and Dulip 
Singh were not lacking in physical strength. But they had resolved 
not to draw their sword against anyone, I shall not say anything 
further about Mulshi Peta. 

If these two brothers acted with great nobility at Naukana 
Saheb, the residents of Malegaon have displayed an equal degree 
of heinousness. No matter how foul the language the sub-inspec- 
tor used or how grave the provocation offered by him, no one 
who respected the Congress could commit .the dastardly act of 
killing him. It is the solemn pledge of the followers of the Congress 
that, for winning the country’s freedom, they would not kill any- 
one but would lay down their own lives instead. Was Narain- 
das in the Punjab more sparing in his abuses? In Malegaon, our 
brethren abandoned their humanity. That way swaraj can certain- 
ly not be won. I am speaking not as a lawyer but as an Indian. 
It is only when, by desisting from such deeds altogether, we prove our 
claim to be peaceful that we shall win swaraj, secure justice for the 
Punjab, succeed on the Khilafat issue and in stopping the crimes being 
committed at present in the name of justice. The world will then 
see that, compelled by the strength of our peacefulness, powerful 
ministers have had to eat their words and stop the pensions of 
O’Dwyer and Dyer. It will discover then that neither Ireland 
nor Russia nor Egypt has the strength that wc have. There can 
certainly be no comparison between them and us. Their move- 
ments of non-co-operation are a mixture of various elements. We 
depend not on cunning and denunciation but on truth. Why do we 
not stop payment of taxes forthwith? Because in other parts of the 
country also, there still are people as mad as thaw in Malegaon. 
To those people who think that they have a more effective 
weapon than this one of peace, I appeal to keep out. The least 
they should do is to refrain from obstructing the progress of the 
movement. 
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This is a conference held in Maharashtra. I have already 
stated in public what I expect from Maharashtra. My faith in it 
remains. I know that my work will be done when Maharashtra 
comes to have complete faith in this movement. Nowhere else 
have I seen the like of Maharashtra’s capacity for self-sacrifice and 
its knowledge. Where knowledge is combined with the spirit of 
self-sacrifice, the yagna is perfect. When Maharashtra starts this 
perfect type of sacrifice with real enthusiasm, the country or this 
movement will have no need left for an ordinary man like myself. 
It is only as long as Maharashtra is not awake that there is need 
for me to work. Many tell me that Maharashtra is behind others. 
This is true at present. When Maharashtra comes to have a little 
more faith, its strength will reveal itself. Just as the sunrise needs 
no announcement by beat of drum, so Maharashtra’s awakening 
will be evident to all. I pray to God that He may grant strength 
to Maharashtra, so that it can contribute its full share in this 
yagna. Nobody adores the Lokamanya as much as you do. He 
lived only for swaraj, he went to jail for it and died working 
for it. If you prove that you are his worthy heirs, we shall either 
win swaraj this year or die in the attempt. If you can do this, 
I shall say that you deserved to have Tilak Maharaj bom amongst 
you. If you do not, give me leave to say that you will prove un- 
worthy of him. 

If you are convinced at heart that India has progressed more 
during these five or six months than at any time in the past, you 
will secure swaraj during this very year. Only then will you 
bring peace to the soul of Tilak Maharaj. It must be in agony at 
present, distressed with the thought why Maharashtra still lacks 
the faith that it can save India by its tapascharya. 

I trust that there will not be a single person who will go home 
without taking the pledge of such tapascharya. I shall not be taken 
in by your raising hands [in support of the resolution]. I am an 
idolater. What I want is the idol of solid work by you, not the 
idol of the late Tilak Maharaj. We are out to win swaraj. When 
some Sindhi brethren asked me what we would do if we failed in 
our efforts to collect one crore rupees, I told them that they and 
I would drown ourselves together in the Indus. I know that Maha- 
rashtra does not have much money, but it has plenty of strength. 
With that strength you can have showers of money, if you but 
choose. How much can you not do in this pandal, at this very 
moment? If you have no faith in anything of this, please tell the 
world that you, the educated people of Maharashtra, having drunk 
deep of the philosophy of Bentham and Mill, declare that what 
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Gandhi says is all madness. My only grief will be to think that 
non-co-operation is beyond the power of reason to understand, 
though it is not beyond the sphere of faith. However, it is for you 
to decide what you should do. All that I shall say is, whatever 
you accept, accept sincerely. 

[From Gujarati] 

Mvajivan, 22-5-1921 


38. MALEGAON'S CHIME 

Every non-co-operator has reason to feel ashamed at the 
wickedness which, it seems, the non-co-operators of Malcgaon have 
perpetrated.’ The people of Malcgaon forsook their dharma, for- 
got their duty and have done great harm to the country and the 
national struggle. It is one thing if we do not claim to he civilized 
and cultured and commit crimes, but it is a different matter 
to claim that we arc cultured and then commit crimes. A dark 
spot on a black object is not visible, but a black particle in milk 
will immediately catch the eye. In the same way if, claiming to 
be pure and white, we get dirty, the world will spit upon us. “Ours 
is a holy fight”, “We insist on peaceful methods", “We will lay 
down our lives but not kill others": if, after having taken these 
pledges, we kill anyone, wc deceive the world, our own selves and 
God. The people of Malcgaon seem to have done exactly this. 

This unworthy act has definitely harmed our struggle. It will 
certainly delay the coming of swaraj. Who knows we may win it 
even in a month or so? The speed with which we arc advancing 
is so much more than what it was at the start of the movement 
that it is impossible for anybody to guess how soon wc shall have 
acquired the strength to win our own back. But swaraj is bound 
to be delayed correspondingly if we make mistakes; even a child 
can see this. Everyone doing a sum in arithmetic has to start again 
from the point where he might have gone wrong. We also should do 
the same. 

Our pledge is never to retaliate against any officer, however 
much he may try to provoke us. Wc shall submit to beating but 
will not retaliate, nor yield. Despite this, the non-co-operators of 
Malcgaon have, it seems, cruelly killed one sub-inspector of police 
and some others. 


1 Vidt “Note#", 4-3-1921. 
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Some non-co-operators broke the law and they were senten- 
ced for that — they had voluntarily accepted the punishment — 
but the people forcibly got them released. This is no way to 
defend the Khilafat or to win swaraj. 

The most important aspect of non-co-operation is peace, non- 
violence. It is those who violate peace that are in reality the peo- 
ple who co-operate. Peace-breakers help the Government much 
more than the Moderates. The Government can very well 
afford to lose two or three of its officers if thereby it can suppress 
the non-co-operation movement. 

I have often stated in my articles before that the Khilafat issue 
cannot be solved and swaraj cannot be won unless peace is pre- 
served. Things will not be held up if lawyers do not give up prac- 
tice, students do not leave schools and colleges and others do not 
non-co-operate in their respective spheres, but no one can vio- 
late peace without harming the cause. Hindu-Muslim unity, 
preservation of peace and swadeshi, that is, the spinning-wheel, 
these three are indispensable conditions, and among them preser- 
vation of peace is the most important. If most people start wear- 
ing khadi, a few individuals here and there not using it will not 
matter, and a few Hindus and Muslims fighting among themselves 
may also be tolerated. But even one person violating peace and 
indulging in killing cannot be tolerated, for it is bound to harm 
the country greatly. Such is the imperative requirement of peace. 

But who can make himself responsible for peace in the whole 
country? This question betrays our weakness. The Government 
has the strength to suppress the people if they start looting any- 
where; it is only when we have acquired like strength for restrain- 
ing people from violating peace that we shall be able to win swa- 
raj. We must give up the very idea of swaraj if we cannot influ- 
ence the people sufficiently to persuade them to remain peaceful. 
The whole edifice of our fight is based on the faith that we have 
this influence over the people. If we cannot train people to re- 
main peaceful, we would have to admit that we are not yet fit 
for swaraj. It is, therefore, necessary that every volunteer attaches 
the utmost importance to this matter. 

Let the drink-addict refuse to give up drink and let the title- 
holder ding to his honours. Let an offidal be overbearing and let 
a policeman even beat us. We must bear all this quietly and refuse 
to be provoked. 

What should we do, then? What atonement shall we make 
for the Malegaon inddent? First of all, we should find out the cul- 
prits and persuade them to confess their crimes and willingly mount 
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the scaffold. Everyone of us must learn to control his own ton- 
gue and see that others do likewise. Wc must stop making inflam- 
matory speeches and must get over t he habit of holding meetings 
and observing hartals on every occasion, and, instead of constant- 
ly pointing to the Government’s lapses, we must learn to think of 
our own lapses, to examine our own weaknesses, and must take 
steps to remove them. When Pandit Arjunlal Sethi was arrested, 
crowds collected and indulged in rowdyism. I consider this a 
sign of cowardice. The people do not wish to go to jail and do 
not let Sethiji do so either. This is the reason why, whenever 
anyone is arrested, such people seem to he concerned only with 
creating excitement. If the people were roused to real heroism 
by Sethiji's imprisonment, they would understand their duty 
better and would fully carry out those items of non-co-operation 
which pertain to them and thus ensure swaraj. They would give 
up harmful addictions, discard any foreign doth they may have 
and forthwith start working on the spinning-wheel, if they have 
not done so. It would be interesting to know how many of those 
who indulged in rowdyism on the arrest of Sethiji were drink- 
addicts, how many used foreign cloth and how many had taken 
up spinning. He is the worthy son of his lather who, though he 
might have been careless about adopting his father’s virtues 
while the latter lived, adopts them in every particular after the 
latter’s death at any rate, and not the one who gives himself over 
to lamentations or revels in giving caste-dinners in the father’s 
honour. Rioting and getting Sethiji released will not help us to 
win swaraj. That will only delay the event. If, however, we are 
spurred to exert ourselves more strenuously to do our duty, we 
shall certainly win swaraj much sooner and also get the strength 
whereby we shall welcome Sethiji back in our midst before long. 
Thus, tihe only fit atonement for the Malegaon incident is for us 
to acquire greater control over our minds and our anger, to 
give up addictions and start plying the spinning-wheel and wearing 
khadi exclusively. 

[From Gujarati] 

Naoqjivan, 8-5-1921 



39. Mr NOTES 

An Amazing Order 

A public notice has been issued by the Baroda Government 
about “avoiding harassment to persons on their way to licensed 
liquor-booths or when they are entering the booths”! Its sight is 
only painful. This is what it says. 1 

What kind of freedom can this “freedom to drink” be? There 
is no doubt that the thief has a right to steal. But has not the 
honest man also a right to prevent theft? The law goes so far as 
to give the people the right to use force against a thief and drive 
him out. How is the freedom to commit a theft protected then? 
Prohibitionists, on the other hand, seek to stop a man from drinking 
by pleading with him. How does that violate anyone’s freedom? 
The Baroda Government’s notice seems to imply, in plain words, 
that the drink habit is a virtue and the existence of liquor shops a 
benefit conferred on the people. If a drunkard or the owner of a 
liquor shop is abused or beaten up or otherwise subjected to force 
and the Baroda Government punishes the culprit and issues a pro- 
hibitory order against him, its action would be justified. But it 
is nothing short of encouragement to drink if a man is considered 
guilty because he stands near a liquor shop, advises an intending 
visitor not to plunge into the fire of drink and appeals to his better 
nature. I never thought that the policy of the Baroda Government 
could be so disgraceful as this. I still hope that this notice is not 
the result of deliberation but has been issued by some autocratic 
officer on his own responsibility. If this inference is correct, I hope 
that the Baroda Government will issue an order withdrawing it. 

Income from Liquor 

The people should bear in mind that our children get their 
education from the income accruing from the sale of liquor, opium, 
etc. If our moral and religious values have not declined, we would 
give serious thought to the matter and stop educating our children 
with this tainted income. Be that as it may, we are determined 
to give up this income completely as soon as we have swaraj. We 
will certainty not trade in liquor and such other articles. We know 

✓ 

1 The notice is not reproduced here. It warned people in general and students 
in particular against interfering with the freedom of intending customers. 
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that the people cannot bear the burden of any new tax. In fact, 
we shall have to reduce taxes, and yet provide education to many 
more children than arc studying now. This can be achieved only 
by the means I have suggested. There should he no fees, no in- 
crease in taxes, and yet the best education should be provided. 
Thus, by introducing the craft of spinning in schools we shall, as 
they say, kill two birds with one stone. 

A Parsi Friend’s Defence 

Shri Phirozeshah Tehmulji Mistri writes from Jalgaon, saying 
that he runs a liquor-booth; that he has been engaged in the 
business since childhood; that he has a large family to support 
and is fifty-one years old. He adds that, if he gives up Ins business, 
four Hindus arc eagerly waiting to take over the booth. 'What is 
the sense, in these circumstances, of my giving up my business and 
depriving myself of the means of supporting my family?’, he asks. 
Will the liquor trade stop as a result of his action? This is the 
friend’s plea. He has my sympathy. One can understand his 
difficulties. But it is in striving to overcome such moral dilemmas 
that one shows oneself as a man. If the friend believes it sinful to 
consume or sell liquor, there is no room for his argument. One 
does not get the right to commit sins just because thousands of 
others commit them. And if we arc maintaining our family 
through sin, it would be far better to live by begging. 

The friend supplies in his letter some information which is 
worth noting and should give us pain. He says he deals in 
country-liquor and is harassed by volunteers, but they did not 
have the courage to stop a man from going to a shop of foreign 
liquor, not even to go and speak to him. He says, moreover, that 
volunteers do not confine themselves to persuasion. They besiege 
liquor-booths, abuse people, try to intimidate old employees of the 
booth and, if intimidation fails to serve their purpose, even beat 
them up. They also snatch away bottles of liquor from the hands 
of the owner of the booth, If they suspect a person of keeping 
liquor bottles in his house, they actually search his house. People 
refuse to sell him things. If a man is seen coming out of a liquor 
booth, his face is tarred, he is made to ride a donkey and carried 
about in a procession in a the town. 

It seems from the letter that all these complaints are well- 
founded. If so, the facts stated in it are truly a shame to the 
volunteers. It is as much our duty to respect the person of the 
drink-addict as it is to persuade him to give up drink. If we use 
physical force to make drunkards give up drink, not only shall we 
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fail in our aim, but our movement will come to harm. Volunteers 
all over the country must understand that they have absolutely 
no right to use force on anybody. They must confine themselves to 
legitimate, courteous means; that is, they may stand near the 
liquor-booths, politely request the intending visitor to desist, ap- 
proach the members of his family and speak to other members of 
his. community. Any pressure, beyond this, we have no right to 
exert. You cannot make a nation ever virtuous by using force. 
Those who want to be sinners have certainly a right to it. That 
man alone can be called virtuous who commits no sin though he 
has the freedom to do so, and such men alone can benefit the 
country. If we introduce the element of physical force in our efforts 
to eradicate sin, the evil for which we condemn the Government 
as Satanic will infect us and we, too, shall become Satanic. 

National School — Spinning-wheel School 

If we believe that hand-spun yarn alone can win us swaraj, 
if we have full faith in the power of the spinning-wheel, if we are 
certain that the economic uplift of India is impossible by any 
other means, if we agree with the view that millions of people 
remain perpetually in debt because their incomes are low for want 
of a subsidiary occupation, we would immediately see that the 
first lesson we should give our children is in spinning. This will 
have two results. In the first place, the children will learn to be 
self-reliant and, in the second, when in schools, too, children are 
taught spinning, it will soon spread all over the country. It is a 
somewhat difficult task to induce people who are utterly broken 
in spirit or who have got into the habit of begging for keeping 
themselves alive, to take up spinning. If we reserve spinning for 
such people alone and thus make it a profession of the destitute, 
it will never spread. When, however, the elite take to spinning 
as part of their dharma, the common man will readily do like- 
wise. It is thus easy to see that the only education, at present, for 
both children and adults can be spinning. 

Simple Reasoning 

The reasoning is simple. We should all devote ourselves to that 
work exclusively which will help us soonest to win swaraj. The only 
activity of this sort is spinning. Through it we can achieve boycott 
of foreign cloth in the course of this very year, and boycott of 
foreign cloth means swaraj. We cannot win swaraj in one year by 
improving our knowledge of English and, therefore, our work to 
that end should be, at any rate temporarily, suspended. Simi- 
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laxly, as wc cannot win swaraj in one year by becoming great 
mathematicians or making big scientific discoveries, we must sus- 
pend that effort too. Nor, again, can wc have swaraj in one year 
by starting factories to make paper, pins, etc., and so efforts to 
that end should also be postponed. In like manner, wc may put 
ourselves questions about any other pursuit and we shall get the 
same reply. We can see from this that only one activity should 
find a place in all our educational institutions, colleges, high schools, 
primary schools and teachers’ training colleges. Any education 
in letters that is considered necessary may be given during the 
period of relaxation, when the hand requires rest. An educated 
Englishman used to have his recreation through mere change of 
work. If he came out of the House of Commons quite exhaus- 
ted, he would set himself to observing the movements of ants and 
flies. When tired of this, he would take to reading books, In this 
way, he found recreation and rest in his varied pursuits, Why 
cannot wc form this habit in our students? When tired of spinning, 
they may take up study of Hindi, When tired of that, they may 
revert to spinning. If they do not have courage for that, they 
may engage themselves in learning music. When that, too, ceases 
to be interesting, they may think of taking up the spinning- 
wheel again. If even alter this lapse of time they do not feel in- 
clined to spin, they may learn physical drill and exercise. After 
that, they may once again think of spinning. In this way they 
will become spinning-addicts by and by. If there is any addic- 
tion which the nation requires at present, it is the addiction to 
spinning. I suggest this work to the habitual drunkards as the 
most effective remedy [for their addiction |. The intoxication of the . 
spinning-wheel is by no means less potent than that of liquor. He 
alone who has experienced it knows its effect. The difference is 
that while the one kills, the other gives life. 

Skill in Work 

Without skill, one cannot work the spinning-wheel. It is but 
a tiny little contrivance, easy to turn and next to nothing in price, 
but it puts to a fairly stiff test a man's perseverance, his firmness, 
his sincerity and his patience. Spinning does not mean draw* 
ing thread anyhow from cotton. It means being conversant with 
all the preliminary processes. Every one who has read the article 
by “Ramanuja" will understand the point. The women in 
Andhra who spin yarn of 120 counts know the tests for the quality 
of cotton, pick out cottonwool from the pods with their own hands, 
/gb it and card it themselves and then prepare their own slivers 
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as white, as soft and as polished as sea-foam. Their skill is em- 
ployed chiefly in these processes only. After this, producing yarn 
of 120 counts appears to them child’s play. Spinning requires time. 
The preliminary processes are easy to learn and take less time. 
It is not necessary that everyone of us must attain to the level of 
these model women-workers, but it is certainly necessary for every- 
one to pick up the arts of carding and making slivers. It requires 
one day only to learn to make slivers. Let us suppose it takes a 
week to learn carding. Even then every spinner must spare that 
time and learn carding. Our object will not be served if we use 
mill-made slivers; it is impossible, besides, to supply such slivers 
to all places. 

The reader should also know that, formerly, carding was 
actually a profession and not a social duty, and so the carder used 
to earn his daily wages just as other artisans did. Carders easily 
earn as much as Rs. 45 a month, at any rate, not less than Rs. 30. 
Some carders in Bombay earn two and a half rupees a day. A 
spinner would require so little time to attend to the carding 
himself that, if his object is to earn, he can have two annas more 
for every pound of yarn. One can card within a short time all 
the cotton that one uses up for spinning during a whole day. 

My Miscalculations 

/ 

Experience has shown me that I had erred in putting down 
a schoolboy’s earning for spinning at one anna for four hours. 
Fortunately, I had erred on the side of caution. Being conscious 
of my ignorance, I had been over-cautious. I had put down the 
wages for eight hours’ spinning at no more than two annas. I now 
see that a spinner can easily turn out in eight hours not 20 tolas 
but 40 tolas of yarn. If we put the average wage for spinning 
40 tolas at four annas, eight hours of spinning bring four annas to 
the worker. During the Satyagraha Week, the children in the 
Satyagraha Ashram devoted themselves entirely to spinning. Some 
of them spun for as many as 10 hours and some started spinning at 
4.30 a.m. In the result, one student spun in 10 hours as much as 
70 tolas of yarn. That comes to seven tolas an hour. A good many 
more spun at the rate of five tolas an hour. None of these had a 
previous training of more than five months and that, too, not al- 
ways for even four hours a day. The capacity of these children has 
opened my eyes and I realize that a careful child can give definitely 
five tolas an hour. At that rate, a child working for four hours for 
his school can earn for it two pice an hour, i.e., Rs. 3-2-0 a month 
at the rate of four hours daily for 25 days. I take this to be the 
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maximum rate of income. Even supposing, however, that the school 
gets on an average only two rupees a month, it comes to 40 rupees 
for every class of 20 pupils. Enthusiastic children can give easily 60 
rupees a month to an efficient teacher. This was one mistake. 

Further experience suggests that the children themselves should 
card cotton and make slivers. That wouid bring an additional 
income of one anna for every half-pound of cotton. I count the 
carding and sliver-making charges at two annas a pound. As the 
work will take up some time, we may put down the additional in- 
come for four hours at two pice instead of at four, it would then 
come to an addition of 50 pice for 25 days. That means that a good 
child will give Rb. 3-2-0 plus Re. 0-12-6, i.c., Rs. 3-14-6. My earlier 
estimate was only Rs. 1-9-0. This second mistake of mine lay in 
my assuming that carding would be a separate work and would 
have to be entrusted to professional carders. 

When spinning and weaving are introduced in schools, they 
would keep a stock of cotton, etc., and when we take into account 
the market-price of yarn 1 as well, something more must be added. 

I do not consider it an excessive estimate at alt if we add two 
pice per pound of yarn. We shall see, when wc have worked out all 
the figures correctly, that this means an immense gain to the nation 
from every point of view, how immense wc shall know if we ask 
people who manage factories. When I think of the great gain it 
would mean for the country if, teaching this craft to the hundreds 
of thousands of children attending schools, we estimate the value 
of their labour and also take into account the fact that the people 
will acquire control over the yarnmarket in this way, I fed 
certain that, if but the nation understood this plain and sim- 
ple thing, the country’s hunger could be ended in a very short 
time. 

One thing still remains. When we have introduced weaving, 
too, in schools, their earning capacity would increase still further. 
If we put down two pice an hour for spinning, we may safely 
count one anna an hour for weaving. But even if, for the present, 
we leave weaving out of our calculation, it is certain that a school 
in which every pupil earns for it four rupees a month, that is, pays 
a fee of four rupees a month, will require no grant and no dona- 
don. It will become self-sufficient and the pupils will have to pay 
no fee in cash. 

I have advised the Surat Municipality to impart education 
of this type. It intends to forgo a grant of one hundred and ten 


1 As against the cost in the school 
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thousand rupees. If it might be possible to do this, no additional 
taxation would be necessary, the children could be given free edu- 
cation and the swaraj movement would be greatly helped — such 
is the sovereign remedy I have suggested. 

I have not lost sight of the difficulties. The biggest is about 
accommodation. But where the citizens are helpful, it should be 
an easy thing to overcome such difficulties. Buildings owned by 
caste-bodies and other associations, as also temples and mosques, 
could be used for storing spinning-wheels. Training in spinning 
cannot be given to all the children who are generally penned up 
in the present school buildings. Fortunately, the spinning-wheel 
does need some space but does not breathe, so that, though occu- 
pying space, it will purify the air and not foul it and, because of 
the relatively low impurity in the air, the children’s physical condi- 
tion will improve along with their minds. 

Swaraj through Spinning-wheel 

With the utmost courtesy and giving his reasons, a gentle- 
man raises doubts about the power of the spinning-wheel to bring 
us swaraj. Though the whole letter is worth reproducing, for want 
of space I give here only the gist of his argument. He says: “The 
spinning-wheel can perhaps make us self-reliant, can even help 
us to earn a living comfortably, but it passes my understanding how 
it can help us to win political power. The spinning-wheel was there 
in Clive’s time and still we lost our freedom. That is to say, 
an end to Lancashire’s interests does not mean the end of all the 
interests of England. Hence, even if foreign cloth ceases to be im- 
ported, England will still possess substantial vested interests in 
India.” These doubts are not pointless, but it ought to be easy 
for the reader of Navajivan to answer them; in view of the fact that 
they are nevertheless entertained by this friend, who seems to be 
a careful and regular reader of Navajivan , I see the inadequacy of 
my own powers of explanation. If I persevere in patiently explain- 
ing the matter in different ways, I hope that readers will be gra- 
dually convinced. I am quite sure that there is no flaw in my rea- 
soning. It is my power of explaining which must be at fault. The 
correspondent seems to agree, at any rate, that with the help of 
the spinning-wheel we can bring about boycott of foreign cloth. 
If so, I submit that this same power, the power by which, in the face 
of numerous obstacles and despite harassment by the Government, 
We can bring about boycott of foreign cloth, ought to serve our 
purpose for winning political freedom. 
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Let us now examine the figures. We spend Rs, 60 crorcs on 
foreign cloth. Next comes sugar, which carries away 23 crorcs. 
Then comes steel, with 16 crorcs. The next noteworthy item, machi- 
nery, consumes about nine crores ami a half, Qi' nearly the same 
order is mineral oil. The remaining items are relatively of minor 
importance. If we can succeed in the great task which wc have 
undertaken of saving Rs. 60 crores, similar ventures for saving 
the remaining amounts will appear like child’s play. That is, if 
we can eliminate the largest factor in Ragland’s policy of exploita- 
tion, it will not be very difficult to eliminate the rest. I am con- 
vinced that, when this ideal state has been realized, England, with 
no material interests to serve, will not keep its army here and re- 
tain its other powers by force. 

Let us now examine this matter from another angle. ’For 
winning swaraj, wc need honesty, unity, firmness, organizing 
power, capacity to build up national trade, countrywide spirit of 
patriotism, indomitable courage and spirit of self-sacrifice. The 
spinning-wheel will be revived throughout the country only 
when we can show all these qualities. No power on earth can 
keep in bondage a nation which can display these qualities. 

On the day when the country has, as a matter of religious 
duty, carried out the boycott of foreign cloth, we shall be able 
to issue an ultimatum to the British Government. By that time, 
we shall have developed such strength that, if the Government 
docs not respond to the ultimatum -ndoes not respect our wishes, 
we shall be strong enough even to stop payment of land revenue. 

It is true that wc had the spinning-wheel in Olive’s time. 
We had not been enslaved then, but the process had begun. As 
the spinning-wheel increasingly fell into disuse, we became more 
and more enslaved, or, rather, the East India Company came to 
be more interested in crippling us. 

What Is Done with Jewellery, etc.? 

The same gentleman says in another letter that I have been 
collecting cash, jewellery, etc., and that people have faith in me; 
but, he asks, what would happen to all this collection when I might 
not be in a position to exercise control over everyone or if my 
connection with the swaraj movement came to an end? This 
question is as important as the previous one. Whatever I receive 
in cash and jewellery during my tours, I hand over to the regional 
Provincial Congress Committees where they have already been 
formed and I am sure that the provinces concerned keep accounts 
of the same. To be exact, the collection in Bengal has beep; 
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handed over to Shri Ghittaranjan Das, in Bihar to Babu Rajcndra 
Prasad 1 , the Secretary there, in the United Provinces to Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, in the Central Provinces to Sheth Jamnalalji 2 , 
in Delhi to Dr. Ansari 3 , in the Punjab to Lala Lajpat Rai 4 , in 
Utkal to Shri Gopabandhu Das, in Andhra to Shri Venkatap- 
payya, in Madras to Shri Rajagopalachari 5 , in Karnatak to Shri 
Gangadharrao Deshpande, in Maharashtra to Shri Narsopant 
Kelkar, in Bombay to Shri Shankarlal Banker 6 and in Gujarat to 
Shri Vallabhbhai Patel. A new Provincial Committee has not 
been formed for the whole province of Sind and there is no co- 
operation among its different districts, so I have carried with me 
the contributions received there and am thinking of making ar- 
rangements for their management through the All-India Congress 
Committee. In every place where cash and jewellery have been 
handed over to others, the persons concerned are highly respected 
men, they are either Presidents or Secretaries of the local Pro- 
vincial Committees and enjoy my confidence. Contributors have 
also been told what arrangements I intended to make in respect 
of their contributions. The respective Provincial Committees are 
bound to keep accounts of all funds and to publish them and 
are subject to the control of the All-India Congress Committee in 
the matter. Thus, the chances of any misappropriation of these 
funds are the fewest. What more than this can be done? I 
admit that much of the money being received is owing to the 
people’s regard for me at present. But the people’s faith in the 
work proposed to be done with it and, equally with this, the 
greatness of the person whose memory we wish to perpetuate, are 
also responsible for the contributions. Every precaution has been 
taken to see that the money is spent well. An account of the 
amounts collected in Gujarat will soon be published, and similar 

1 Dr. Rajendra Prasad (1884-1963); Congress leader, lawyer and scholar; 
Chairman, Constituent Assembly of India, 1946-50; first President of India, 
1950-62 

2 Jamnalal Bajaj (1889-1942); merchant, social worker and philanthropist; 
treasurer of the Congress for a number of years and a close associate of Gandhiji 

3 Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari (1880-1936); nationalist Muslim leader; 
President, Muslim League, 1920; President, Indian National Congress, 1927-8 

4 1865-1928; Indian patriot popularly known as the “Lion of the Punjab” 
was deported by the British Government in 1907 and lived for some years in 
the U-S.A.; President of the Indian National Congress, 1920 

5 Chakravarti Rajagopalachari (1879- ) ; lawyer, journalist, author 

and statesman; Governor-General of India, 1948-50 

6 Shankarlal Banker; social worker, leader, printer and publisher of Young 
India. Ho was arrested and convicted along with Gandhiji in 1922. 

XX-6 
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accounts will continue to be published from time to time. It is 
my advice and request to sisters and brothers in Gujarat to keep 
all bodies vigilant and be so themselves. Our future depends on 
our success in collecting one crore of rupees and our remaining 
perfectly upright in spending the amount. 

“Open Letter” from an “Antyaj" 

One Shri Juthabhai Shivji has addressed an “open letter" to 
me. This is its substance. He says that, if Hindus listen to my 
speeches about Antyajas, they do so merely to please me. Be- 
lieving that it was the Antyajas whose absence I regretted,’ he 
points out that their absence was not at all due to fears occa- 
sioned by false rumours but to their lack of faith. Let me tell 
those who think as Shri Juthabhai does that the regret I expressed 
was for the absence of Hindus who look upon themselves as 
orthodox. My speech contained an appeal to them and that 
is why I wished that they had been present. 

If it is true, however, that Antyajas were not present in large 
numbers because of their lack of faith, that fact also is to be 
regretted. They need to have faith in themselves alone. The 
object of holding the Antyaj conferences was to influence the 
Antyajas much more than to influence Hindu society as a whole. 
Many of the resolutions passed pertained to internal reforms. I 
hope, therefore, that Antyaj friends will not, owing to any such 
misunderstanding, keep away from conferences in future. 

Shri Juthabhai says further that, before starting any move- 
ment for swaraj, wc should first launch a fight against untouch- 
ability. We shall be justified in condemning British rule after 
the Satanic oppression of Antyajas by caste Hindus is ended. I 
am in sympathy with this argument of Shri Juthabhai; there is, 
however, a serious flaw in it. The struggle for swaraj is a move- 
ment for emancipating ourselves from our sins. Self-purification 
means being free from sins. So long as the Antyqjas' untouchability 
has not ended, that of the Hindus will not end cither. The one 
is intimately connected with the other. How can swaraj ever be 
won so long as the sinfui practice of treating the Antyajas as un- 
touchables is not given up? I think, therefore, that thaw of Shri 
Juthabhai's way of thinking need to keep patience and take full 
part in this movement for swaraj. It is not other Hindus who 
will grant swaraj to Antyajas; they will win their own swaraj. No 


1 Vida Vot. XIX, pp. 569-75. 
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one who understands the idea of swaraj will fail to see the need 
for non-co-operation. 

Hindus of Kalol 

Describing my experiences in Gujarat, I had remarked on the 
Kalol mahajans M regard for Antyajas. Afterwards, however, I came 
to know that they were so enraged at my visit to the Antyaj locality, 
that they said harsh things about it and many of them even took 
a bath by way of expiation. I was sorry to learn all this. I 
have been told that one cause for their anger was that, after my 
departure, some persons forcibly got Antyajas admitted into the 
pandal. If anybody did this, I would consider that also wrong. 
We can progress only by tolerating one another’s views, right or 
wrong. Those who took a bath and those who said harsh things 
about me were within their rights. People who regard it as a 
sin to touch Antyajas cannot be convinced of their error by force. 
The sin of untouchability can be washed clean only by being 
patient with them and explaining to them the meaning of dharma. 
The only lesson that I want to draw from this incident is that 
nobody, lured by the prospect of swaraj or in order to please me, 
need keep back his views or suppress his feelings and touch 
Antyajas. We can profit from a thing only by doing it thought- 
fully and with full understanding. Misplaced regard for others, 
fear and the like also obstruct swaraj. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 8-5-1921 

’ 40. REPLY TO ADDRESS AT ALLAHABAD CONFERENCE? 

May 10, 1921 

Mahatmaji in a short speech thanked the people of Allahabad for 
their enthusiastic welcome and said that he had visited Allahabad so many 
times before that he felt quite at home there. It had become customary in his 
recent tours that addresses of welcome were presented to him by various muni- 
cipalities. The presentation of an address was only an expression ol their 

1 The local business community or their representative body 

2 An address of welcome on behalf of the citizens was read out by Motalal 
Nehru at the Allahabad District Conference. Mahomed Ali presided.. Besides 
the delegates and peasants, it was attended by Kasturba, Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Shaukat Ali, Rambhuj Dutt Chowdhari, Hasrat Mohani, Dr. Saifuddin 
Kitchlew, Swami Shraddhanand, Purushottamdas Tandon, Sarojini Naidu and 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 
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agreement with the non-co-operation programme at id that those who pro 
seated the address were with them in their present struggle for freedom. At 
Allahabad their municipal commissioners thought that as he was a politician, it 
was not projnu* for them to present to him a welcome address. They were right 
from one point of view, but this attitude required a radical change. He wanted 
the municipalities to realize their own strength and not to remain tame instru- 
ments of a routine of work. They should not however think that the address 
was withheld for some enmity with him. The addresses presented to him 
and his brother Maulana Shaukat Ali so far were from smaller municipalities. 

As for the bigger municipalities, it was difficult to change their course so abruptly. 

They should, however, forget this episode and go on with their work as 
enjoined by the Congress. They had to take swaraj within that year and to 
right the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs. This could not be attained by more 
conferences and lectures and poems and welcome addresses. II’ it were possible 
to attain their object in that manner, they could have easily done it through 
their Congress. There was a time when the Congress and other conferences asked 
something from the Government, and when they met next year and their 
demands were not met by the Government, they passed a resolution of protest 
and there the matter ended. "That time had changed now and they had to take 
their abject by their own efforts. The Congress had placed a practical scheme 
before them and they had to work it in order to achieve what they wanted* 

If they gave up conferences and poems and welcome addresses, etc., no harm 
could be done, but if they refrained from doing what the Congress asked them 
to do they could never attain swaraj, 

In their welcome address they referred to the fact that there was another 
name of the city of Allahabad, viz., F&ktrabad, and he wished that the city were 
worthy of that name in the fullest sense of the word. For their present move- 
ment they required the services of fakirs or spiritual being* and he hoped that 
the city would give a lead to India in that respect, 

The Congress wanted them to do three things, via., to enlist 1 crore 
members of the Gongress, to contribute I crore of rupees toward* Tllak 
Swarsj Fund, and introduce 20 lakh charkhas in Indian homes. He wanted to 
know how much they did for each. As regards the first, he was glad to be re- 
minded that all those present before him were members of the Congress, but 
he wanted them to work more and collect their proper share in proportion % 
of their population. 1 >; 

He was sorry to hear that not much was contributed to the Tilak Swan$ 
Fund from Allahabad. If Allahabad was poor, he did not want them to contri- 
bute in rupees, but even if every man in the province could pay two pba each* 

1 The report in The Pkmer* 1244921, has: “He desired to know how many * 

persons from Allahabad District and the city had joined the Congress, and «a* 
horted his audience to send in their names before the Conference dispersed 11 
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they could contribute substantially towards their share, Allahabad was a 
place of pilgrimage and they could form Seva Samitis to help the pilgrims and 
then ask them to contribute for the Fund and he was sure that, if they work- 
ed hard in this way, they could easily collect an amount which would be equal 
to, if not more than, the share allotted to them. 

Then there was the introduction of 20 lakh charkhas. He did -not want 
them to possess these charkhas and to worship them but to take the same 
work from them which, as Mr. Mohamed Ali said in one of his speeches, the 
British Government took from machine-guns. If 20 lakh charkhas were work- 
ing at least 4 hours daily, he felt sure that in a very short time no Indian will 
feel ashamed of putting on the cloth made in his own country. 

In his recent tours in India, the speaker as well as Maulana Shaukat Ali 
had shown to the country the absolute necessity of Hindu-Muslim unity and, 
if the country did not still realize the fact, no amount of propaganda could 
bring it home to them. They had also demonstrated that they were absolutely 
non-violent. In this respect he was sorry to note that some of the kisans 1 were 
not strictly adhering to non-violence and strongly deprecated their conduct. 
They should fully understand that they should not use violent language even 
for their enemies; instead of being violent, they should create a spirit of suffer- 
ing and sacrifice, and even if some of them were sent to jail, they should not 
give vent to angry demonstrations. For it is only by their readiness to go to 
jail that they could hasten their way towards swaraj. He deprecated the action of 
the people of Malegaon and asked them to take a lesson from the episode and 
never allow its repetition. If the speaker or Maulana Shaukat Ali — or Mohamed 
Ali or any other worker in the cause — was sent to jail they should not kill any 
sub-inspector even if their men are killed by him. When they had created that 
spirit in them and when they had lost all fear of jail, which to a worker like 
himself was a place of rest and comfort, swaraj would not remain at a distance. 

He did not know why the Government were so anxious to shut up Mau- 
lana Mohamed Ali while the speaker said every word that the Maulana had said. 
The fault of Maulana Mohamed Ali is said to be that he had said, that when the 
Afghans attacked India, he would send the message that the Indians would 
not help the British Government against the invasion either in money or in 
men and the speaker endorsed every word of the Maulana. He asked the Hin- 
dus not to be afraid of the Afghan bogey, for no religion expected its votaries 
to be cowards. He knew that the Pathans were very strong but no Pathan, 
however strong, could force him to eat beef or act against his religion. The 
present Government had forfeited their confidence and unless they (this Govern- 
ment) righted the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs, they should not expect 
any help from the Indians if the Afghans or any other power invaded India. 
They were, however, to remain non-violent under all circumstances and never 


l Peasants 
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to kill anyone even under the greatest provocation, for in doing so, they 
would forfeit their claim for swaraj. 

In conclusion, Mnhaunaji emphasised there was only one religion to- 
day for Hindus as well as Mussulmans and that was to get the Khilufnt and the 
Punjab wrongs redressed and to save their country from shivery. If they wanted 
to work for this country, they should follow the Uongress lead and act up to its 
injunctions however insignificant they appeared to lie for tlte great object in view. 

He prayed to God in the end to give them suilicient strength to follow the 
Congress lead. 

Amrita Bazar Palrika, 1 !5-5- 192 1 


41. NO 'l as 

SwAMI CsOVINDANAND 

So, Swami CJuvituhtaaml has got five years’ transportation, 
He has a tough I tack. He has undergone previous incarceration 
without trial. He has put on record his experiences of the 
tortures he had to put up with in the various gaols in which he 
was placed. He lias now gone through the farce of a trial and 
has been duly convicted. Docs the transportation on that account 
carry any weight, or does it not rather show tfie hypocrisy of the 
whole transaction? The form is changed, the spirit remains the 
same. What is wanted is a change of the spirit. “Handsome is 
that handsome docs." I have read the full text of the Swami’s 
speech. It contains some bitter and offensive language but no- 
thing out of the ordinary. Certainly there is no incitement to 
violence in it. Disaffection there is. But if he deserved prosecu- 
tion for uttering disaffection, I am as guilty as Swami Govin* 
danand. I have probably the greatest disaffection for the existing 
system of Government. For nobody has perhaps the same horror 
of the system that I have. One would think that disaffection 
was an established common fact in India and that so long as the 
speakers did not incite to violence, they were to be free from the 
attentions of the police. But the worst of this Government is 
that it has no consistent policy. The late Mr. Chamberlain' used 
to pride himself on reiterating his belief that a British official's 
word was as good as a bond. We know by painful experience that, 
to-day, a British Government’s bond is worth no more than waste 
paper. Happily, India was under no delusion when Sir William 

1 Joseph Chamberlain (1836-1914); Secretary of State for Colonies, l(®5» 

1903 
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Vincent pompously pronounced the sentences conveying to the Indian 
ear the assurance that non-co-operators were to be left undisturbed 
so long as there was no incitement to violence. The assurance only 
meant that non-co-operators were to be left undisturbed so long 
as their propaganda did not result in effective action. Now that 
we have gone far beyond the stage of mere demonstration, we 
need not expect freedom from imprisonment or worse. The more 
the movement tells, the greater must the repression be. Five 
years’ transportation is clearly intended to produce a theatrical 
effect. Five years in the life of India to-day mean, I do not know, 
how many ages. If India is as good as her word, she would have 
acquired the power long before the expiry of the period to dis- 
charge all prisoners unjustly detained. But whether that event is 
far or near, our duty is clear. We must answer every imprison- 
ment not with anger, as in Malegaon, but with quiet courage and 
determination. We must prosecute, if we are true to our creed, 
still more vigorously the concrete constructive programme of the 
All-India Congress Committee to its full fruition. We must not 
indulge in empty or provoking demonstrations at each arrest. We 
must not indulge in bravado. We must seek imprisonment for 
doing solid work. 

Malegaon Misbehaviour 

I observe that there is a tendency to minimize the guilt of the 
non-co-operators at Malegaon. No amount of provocation by the 
sub-inspector could possibly justify retaliation by the non-co-opera- 
tors. I am not examining the case from the legal standpoint. I 
am concerned only with the non-co-operator’s. He is bound under 
his oath not to retaliate even under the gravest provocation. We 
have the brilliant instance of Sardars Lachhman Singh and Dulip 
Singh and their party. If we are true non-co-operators, we must 
develop the power of dying as they died. I would have hailed 
with joy the immolation of Malegaon non-co-operators if they 
had died bravely and without providing any justification. That 
would have brought the day of India’s freedom nearer. As it 
was, who gave the first provocation, again, from the non-co- 
operator’s standpoint? Did they or did they not try to overawe 
the police? These delirious demonstrations when any of us is 
arrested are, as I have already observed before, an unseemly exhibi- 
tion of our anxiety to avoid imprisonment. We have chosen a 
standard of judgment for ourselves and we must abide by it. I 
retain the opinion that the non-co-operators, so far as the facts 
hitherto brought to light show, committed a grievous breach of 



88 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

the code of non-violent non-co-operation. I would ask the 
public who arc interested in the Khilafat or swaraj, religiously to 
refrain from all demonstrations over the arrest or imprisonment of 
even their dearest leaders. I would hold it no honour to me 
for the public to proclaim a hartal or hold meetings if I was 
arrested or Maulana Shaukat Ali for that matter. I would wel- 
come and expect in any such event a complete immediate boycott 
of all foreign cloth, a more energetic adoption of the spinning- 
wheel, a more vigorous collection in behalf of the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund and a Hooding of Congress offices for registration as members. 

I would certainly expect the emptying of Government schools and 
colleges and more suspensions of practice by lawyers. Killing officers 
and burning buildings will not only retard the advent of swaraj 
and the righting of the Khilafat and tiic Punjab wrongs, but arc 
likely to lead to utter demoralization of the nation. We must there- 
fore scrupulously avoid all occasions which would excite the passions 
of the mob and lead them into undesirable or criminal conduct, 

Carping Criticism 

Often do young men criticize the conduct of leaders without 
just cause. The latest instance that inis come to my notice is 
rather striking. A special train was arranged for a visit to Mir- 
pur Khas from Hyderabad during my recent visit to Sind. This 
was too much for a correspondent. He thought that the leaders 
had indulged in a waste of national funds. 1 had nut stopped to 
inquire the reason why the special was arranged. He advised me 
to cancel the special and give a day more to Sind and save 
the money. If he had inquired into the matter, the friend would 
have discovered that without the special it was impossible to take 
me to Mirpur Khas, that I could not have given a day more to 
Sind without disturbing the rest of the programme, that it was 
necessary for me to go to Mirpur Khas and that the expense was 
comparatively small. Criticism of public men is a welcome sign 
of public awakening. It keeps workers on the alert. Those who 
pay have a right to ensure economy. There is undoubtedly an 
extravagance often noticed about popular demonstrations, much 
money is spent in tinsel splendour. The expense is often thought- 
less. And we are likely to gain by fearless criticism of public 
expenditure or general conduct of public men. But all such 
criticism must be well informed and thoughtful. All carping 
criticism must be avoided. 

Whilst on the question of railway travelling, I must remark 
that there is still noticeable a desire to avoid 3rd class travelling. 
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I am sorry to say that, being no longer physically able to travel 
3rd class, I am deprived of the inestimable experiences of 3rd 
class railway travelling. It affords an opportunity of contact with 
the national mind which nothing else does. It enables one to 
render service which cannot be otherwise rendered. I would 
therefore urge all workers to avoid 2nd class travelling save in 
rare cases. No one perhaps knows better than I do the discom- 
fort of 3rd class railway travelling. I put it down partly to 
callous railway management and partly to bad national habits 
that ignore the convenience of the neighbours. Observant workers 
travelling 3rd class would efficiently deal with the disregard both 
of the management and the passengers. There is no doubt that 
2nd class travelling is not within the reach of the masses. And 
national servants may claim no privileges not enjoyed by the latter. 

Young India, 11-5-1921 


42. HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY 

That unity is strength is not merely a copybook maxim but 
a rule of life is in no case so clearly illustrated as in the problem 
of Hindu-Muslim unity. Divided we must fall. Any third 
power may easily enslave India so long as we Hindus and Mus- 
sulmans are ready to cut each other’s throats. Hindu-Muslim 
unity means not unity only between Hindus and Mussulmans but 
between all those who believe India to be their home, no matter 
to what faith they belong. 

I am fully aware that we have not yet attained that unity to 
such an extent as to bear any strain. It is a daily growing plant, 
as yet in delicate infancy,, requiring special care and attention. 
The thing became clear in Nellore 1 when the problem confronted 
me in a concrete shape. The relations between the two were 
none too happy. They fought only about two years ago over 
what appeared to me to be a small matter. It was the eternal 
question of playing music whilst passing mosques. I hold that 
we may not dignify every trifle into a matter of deep religious 
importance. Therefore a Hindu may not insist on playing music 
whilst passing a mosque. He may not even quote precedents in 
his own or any other place for the sake of playing music. It is not 
a matter of vital importance for him to play music whilst passing 
a mosque. One can easily appreciate the Mussulman sentiment 

1 Vidt Vol. XIX, pp. 538-42. 
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of having solemn silence near a mosque the; whole of the twenty- 
four hours. What is a non-essential to a Hindu may he an essen- 
tial to a Mussulman. And in all non-essential matters a Hindu 
must yield for the asking. It is criminal folly to quarrel over 
trivialities. The unity wc desire will last only if we cultivate a 
yielding and a charitable disposition towards one another. The 
cow is as dear as life to a Hindu; the Mussulman should therefore 
voluntarily accommodate his Hindu brother. Silence at his prayer 
is a precious thing for a Mussulman. Kvcry Hindu should volun- 
tarily respect his Mussulman brother’s sentiment. This however is 
a counsel of perfection. There are nasty Hindus as there are 
nasty Mussulmans who would pick a quarrel for nothing. For 
these we must provide panchnyats of unimpeachable probity and 
imperturbability whose decisions must be binding on both parties. 
Public opinion should be cultivated in favour of the decisions of 
such panchnyats so that no one would question them. 

1 know that there is much, too much distrust of one another 
as yet. Many Hindus distrust Mussulman honesty. They believe 
that swaraj means Mussulman raj, lor they argue that without the 
British, Mussulmans of India will aid Mussulman jxiwera to build 
a Mussulman empire in India. Mussulmans on the other band 
fear that the Hindus, being in an overwhelming majority, will smoth- 
er them. Such an attitude of mind betokens impotence on cither’s 
part. If not their nobility, their desire to live in jieace would 
dictate a policy of mutual trust and mutual forbearance. There is 
nothing in cither religion to keep the two apart. The days of 
forcible conversion are gone. Save for the cow, Hindus can have 
no ground for quarrel with Mussulmans. The latter are under no 
religious obligation to slaughter a cow. The fact is wc have never 
before now endeavoured to come together to adjust our differences 
and to live as friends bound to one another as children of the 
same sacred soil. Wc have both now an opportunity of a lifetime. 
The KhUafat question will not recur for another hundred years. 
If the Hindus wish to cultivate eternal friendship with the Mussul- 
mans, they must perish with them in the attempt to vindicate the 
honour of Islam. 

Young India, 11-5-1921 



43. SPINNING AS FAMINE RELIEF 


Mrs. Jaiji Petit has sent thg following notes 1 of an experiment 
being conducted in spinning among the famine-stricken people at 
Miri near Ahmednagar. I gladly publish the notes as the ex- 
periment is being conducted under the supervision of an English- 
woman. The reader will not fail to observe the methodical 
manner in which the work is being done. All the difficulties have 
been met and provided for. Even the very small experiment shows 
what a potent instrument the spinning-wheel is for famine relief. 
Properly organized it cannot but yield startling results. 

Young India, 11-5-1921 


44. GREATER USE OF HANDLOOMS 


To 

The Editor 
Young India 

N 

SIR, 

All patriotic Indians agree that India should be a self-clothing coun- 
try, that is that India should not import foreign yarn or piece-goods. The 
question is as to the best and the quickest means of attaining that object. 
The charkha has been preached to be the means. We, however, believe 
that there are easier, quicker, and in every respect better means for ac- 
complishing the object. What are they? Let us declare at once that they 
are: (1) increasing the number of handlooms in India; (2) preaching 
that it is the imperative duty of every Indian to be satisfied for the present 
with comparatively coarse cloths made from yarn produced in India and 
to avoid using imported cloths and cloths made in India from imported 
yarn (chiefly fine) , however comfortable wearing these clothes may be. A 
little explanation is necessary. One of the cardinal facts to remember 
in this connection is that, if the total amount of twist and yarn that is now 
produced in India without the use of charkha were converted into doth, 
it would practically suffice to clothe India from her own produce, sup- 
posing the country were prepared to wear coarse cloths only. As a 
matter of fact, about 143 million pounds of twist and yarn made in India 
are exported every year from India. Convert, i.e., weave this stuff into cloth 


1 Vide Appendix II, 
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in India and prepare the country for making the small sacrifice involved 
in being content for the present with the coarse cloth thus produced, and 
the great problem of making India self-clothing within a very short time 
is solved. Here the first question that crosses one’s mind is whether the 
existing power-looms and handlooms of India would lie able to weave the 
above huge quantity of yam into doth. The answer must lie in the negative. 
What then is to ho done? The obvious answer is: inereasc the number 
oflooms. It would lie difficult, to increase the number of power-loom* at 
once. A large quantity of machinery (weaving) would have to lie impor- 
ted from foreign lands. That means a delay of two or three years, leav- 
ing aside for the notice the difficulties arising from the unfavourable rate 
of exchange mid the recently imposed high ini|x»i t duty on tins kind of 
machinery. To increase the number of handlooms is not difficult. They 
can be manufactured here in India within n very short time and at a very 
small cost. From a calculation based on statistics for the year 1919 pub- 
lished by the Director-General of Statistics, which however I do not 
wish to inflict on your rentiers, it can he easily shown that it would be 
practically sufficient for our present purjtoscs, if wo multiply our hand- 
looms to twice their existing number. Ami 1 appeal to the reader* to 
consider the matter with all the earnest care that the importance of the 
question demands, and put their powerful shoulders to the wheel. 

Calcutta, Yaun faithfully, 

19 April S. B. Mima 

The correspondent seems to ignore the fact that the pro- 
paganda of hand-spinning involves that of hand-weaving, India 
cannot be self-contained for her clothing if the hand-spun yam 
could not be hand-woven. But the mere multiplying of hand- 
looms cannot solve the problem. The art of hand-weiving is 
not dead. There are today more handlooms working in India 
than power-looms. But they mostly weave foreign yarn. I 
heartily support the proposition that we should use only coarse 
cloth and induce the weavers to weave only Indian yarn. The 
correspondent should also have advised ‘the leaders* to appeal 
to the mill-owners not to export yarn at all. Only it is well nigh 
impossible to induce the mill-owners to forego the larger profits 
they make by exporting yarn. If only the mill-owners and the 
other capitalists took it into their heads, they could certainly bring 
about a complete boycott of foreign cloth during this year. But 
even so the problem of hand-spinning remains. It is not enough 
merely to bring about boycott of foreign cloth. It is absolutely 
necessary to give the millions of the peasantry a supplementary 
industry. They must utilize, as they did before, their spare hours 
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in some occupation supplementary to agriculture. The millions 
who are living in semi-starvation for want of occupation must find 
an easy one in their own homes. This is again hand-spinning. 
What the correspondent urges is going on. The number of 
handlooms is increasing, the people are taking to wearing coarse 
cloth. But universal hand-spinning alone can immediately solve 
the problem of the growing poverty of the masses. Let me put 
my conviction still more strongly. India cannot become a content- 
ed, fearless, and self-supporting India without hand-spinning. It is 
therefore that Mr. Krishna Rao of Masulipatam instinctively re- 
cognized the duty (dharma) of hand-spinning as a sacramental 
rite. The masses with their clear imagination have certainly re- 
cognized it as such. I ask everyone who thinks like Dr. Mitra not 
to divert the national mind from the central fact. Hand-spinning 
includes all that the correspondent suggests, but it includes much 
more. An ocean necessarily includes that which is yielded by a river. 

Toung India , 11-5-1921 


45. DRAFT OF ALI BROTHERS' APOLOGT 1 

[On or after May 14, 1921 ] 

Friends have drawn our attention to certain speeches of ours 
which in their opinion have a tendency to incite to violence. We 
desire to state that we never intended to incite to violence, but 
recognize that certain passages in our speeches are 'capable of 
bearing the interpretation put upon them. 2 We, therefore, sincere- 
ly feel sorry and express our regret for the unnecessary heat of some 
of the passages in these speeches, and we give our public assu- 
rance and promise to all who may require it that so long as we are 
associated with the movement of non-co-operation , we shall not directly 

* At an interview on May 14, at Simla, the Viceroy drew Gandhiji’s 
attention to certain objectionable features in the speeches delivered by the Ali 
Brothers, and hinted that Government might prosecute them. Gandhiji asked 
the Viceroy to withhold action and offered to get the Ali Brothers to issue an 
apology which he would draw up and show him in advance. This was dorie 
and certain changes suggested by the Viceroy were incorporated. The statement 
was finally issued by the Ali Brothers on May 29, with some verbal variations; 
vide Appendix XII. 

2 The statement as issued by the Ali Brothers, however, here read: “We 
desire to state that we nev'cr imagined that any passages in our speeches were 
capable of bearing the interpretation put upon them, but we recognize the 
force of our friends’ argument and interpretation.” 
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or indirectly advocate violence at present or in the future nor 
create an atmosphere of preparedness for violence. Indeed, we hold 
it contrary to the spirit of non-violent non-co-operation to which 
we have pledged our word. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 30-5-1921 


46. TANGLED BUSINESS 

Writing under the pseudonym "Swadeshi'’, a friend asks me 
several candid questions. For ray information, he has given his 
name too. He is an educated man and his questions deserve at- 
tention. He asks: 

Q,. Is not every delegate who joined in unanimously passing 
the non-co-operation resolution bound to implement it, not by 
stages, but immediately? 

A. Certainly, he is. 

a If he is and yet does not act accordingly, may it not be 
that such a delegate takes non-co-operation to lie merely a toy 
to play with? l)o not such people deceive themselves and others? 
A. They certainly do. Not only that, they even harm the 
non-co-operation movement. They do not carry out the condi- 
tion of their soldiership. Where the minimum height prescribed 
for recruitment is live feet, a person four feet tall is not wanted. 
In the same way, those who continue to he soldiers of the non- 
co-operation army but do not carry out its conditions commit 
uncivil disobedience of its law and arc guilty of a crime. 

Q,. If a large majority of non-co-opcrators were of this type, would 
you not feel disappointed ? Would not your wonderful optimism 
suffer? 

A. The people’s test is not yet over. If, however, a majority of 
non-co-operators remain unchanged even after the 30th June, I 
would certainly be unhappy. But my optimism would not suffer. 
As long as I am sure of myself, my optimism will not give way. 
Moreover, taking everybody else to be like me, I believe that 
all people will adopt what appears to be the natural and right 
course. The impostors will leave the movement of their own accord, 
Q, Is it not necessary that such delegates be held up to public 
contempt? 

A. If I would not offer such treatment even to General Dyer, 
how would I offer it to weak delegates? TO# being a struggle for 
self-purification, it has no room whatsoever for holding up any* 
one to public contempt. But such persons may certainly be subjec*. 
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ted to a boycott, that is, may be debarred from being delegates, 
volunteers or office-holders. I believe that the atmosphere is get- 
ting cleaner day by day. There are only a few committees now in 
which lawyers who have not given up practice still hold any office. 
There are hardly any students still continuing in Government 
schools and serving as volunteers. It seems everyone is begin- 
ning to understand his own limitations. 

Q. Does not the logic which applies to Congress delegates also 
apply to your followers or those who admire your principles ? 

A. I have no follower. Or, he is my follower who not only ac- 
cepts my principles but puts them into practice. There is therefore 
no sense in describing anyone not acting according to my principles 
as a follower of mine. A ‘follower’ of mine needs no certificate. 
Everyone will recognize him. He is no ‘follower’ of mine who does 
not speak the truth and does not act according to truth, who does 
not strive to be compassionate in speech, thought and action, who 
does not wear khadi and does not boycott foreign cloth completely, 
who does not regard the Bhangi as his blood-brother, who does 
not look upon women other than his wife as his mothers and sis- 
ters, who is not prepared to lay down his life for the sake of 
the country, dharma, or truth and, finally, who does not realize 
his own littleness and behave with humility. To the ‘admirer’ 
of my principles also I would apply the same rules. The habit 
of keeping practice at variance with profession and of tolerating 
such behaviour has gone so deep that it has become something 
of a disease. If people who are not prepared to put into practice 
what they preach stop speaking, I am sure, the world would 
be spared much sophistry and a good many speeches and 
conflicts. 

Q. Would you accept swaraj if it is gained through the support 
of these delegates and admirers, who wax eloquent in preaching to 
others what they never practise themselves? If you did, how 
long would such swaraj be preserved? 

A. There is no question at all of my accepting swaraj. It will 
be for the people to do so. As a representative of the people, 
however, I know that swaraj can never be won through such 
insincerity. The question, therefore, whether or not it would last 
long does not arise. 

We can see that this friend has asked all these questions in 
deep sorrow. Doubts like his are bound to occur to many other 
honest men and women. Every non-co-operator should try to set 
them at rest by his conduct. The cause for delay in our getting 
swaraj lies in ourselves. 
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The friend has raised some other doubts also in the intro- 
ductory part of his letter. Being worthy of our attention, I re- 
produce them here in the form of questions. 

Q. Do not some of your principles demand sacrifices which it is 
against human nature to make? 

A. Not a single item of non-co-operation demands such difficult 
sacrifice. The sacrifices involved in non-co-operation arc easy to 
make and not impossible for ordinary human nature and it is 
because of this, 1 believe, that the people have welcomed the 
movement. The main principles are: Hindu-Musliin unity, 
preserving peace even under provocation, total boycott of foreign 
cloth, daily spinning lor a fixed period, contributing money accord- 
ing to one's capacity, treating the llhangi as one’s brother and 
giving up addictions, immorality, etc. In none of these do I 
see santtyasa'. 1 have demanded nothing which other nations have 
not shown themselves capable of. The requirement of peace will 
be considered as something new. But the Sikhs have succeeded 
in meeting it in a limited sphere. On deeper reflection we shall 
find that tiie British have also remained peaceful whenever they 
wanted to. I have gone to the length t»f conceding that we shall 
win swaraj even if wt: accept the need for peace as a matter of 
policy, as a weapon of expediency. The non-violence of my concep- 
tion is the weapon of the strong, of the true Kshatriya. We may, 
however, consider it as a weapon of the weak. Even then, if the 
people realize that the use of arms is impossible at present, learn 
the principle of laying down one’s own life and give up all 
thought of killing others, they can have swaraj this very day. 

Q. If you advocate non-co-operation with the rulers, why do 
you discourage those who suggest non-co-operation with co-op- 
erators by preventing Bhangis and others from serving the latter? 
A. It is not the rulers against whom we employ non-co-operation; 
we employ it against the policy followed by them. Our non-co- 
operation is not directed against individuals. We have never stopped , 
any Bhangi or potter from serving an official, nor do I consider 
it desirable that we should. How then can we dissuade Bhtmtfi 
and others from serving our brethren who, holding views different 
from ours, enter Councils? We wish to win cfoer everybody 
through love. If you would not have it that way, at any rate,, 
we do not want to force anybody to be on our side but want to 
propagate our views by awakening people's reason and pleading 
with them. Non-co-operation springs not from hatred but from 


1 Renunciation of all desire! and possessions 
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love, not from weakness but from strength, not from falsehood 
but from truth, not from blind faith but from faith based on 
knowledge, from enlightened judgment and from reason; it does 
not spring from adharma but from dharma, from faith in oneself. 
Q,. Are you only a Mahatma or a statesman as well? 

A. In my view, anyone who is a Mahatma is bound to be a 
statesman. A statesman is one who can serve and protect the 
State — the people. An atman may be mahan 1 only to the extent 
that the person has become a servant of humanity. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 15-5-1921 


47. MY MOTES 

What Work We Gan Do in Indian States 

A friend from Kathiawad asks what people in Indian States 
should do. The question is being asked more frequently after the 
States People’s Conference in Kathiawad. 

We may not, in Indian States, make any comments about the 
British Empire, and should refrain from putting them in an 
awkward position. There is no need at all to say here how 
Satanic the Government is. But, even in Indian States, we can 
take up the movement against drink, giving up drink ourselves 
and persuading others to do so. We may certainly introduce 
spinning-wheels and start spinning. Even there, we may certainly 
give up using foreign cloth and wear khadi; we can, likewise, 
give up gambling, immorality, etc.; we can enrol ourselves as 
Congress members and contribute handsomely to the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund. The entire amount can be raised by the residents of Indian 
States if they choose to make the effort. Anyone who labours to 
get these things done will have done much for swaraj. Those who 
regard non-co-operation as a sacrifice for self-purification have no 
problem. If the residents of an Indian State greet the Bhangis 
as their brethren, they are guilty of no disloyalty to the State. 

Indian States are certainly not outside India. There is only 
one question before the entire country. All are called upon to 
join a holy war. All are required to learn the lessons of truth, 
fearlessness and peace. It may be necessary in British India to 
condemn British rule, but there should be no need ht all to do 
so in Indian States. 

1 Great 

XX-7 
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Gritioism Unnecessary 

Even in British Indin, however, is it necessary to go on criti 
cizing British rule? Personally, I fed that we would he showing 
our culture in eschewing all criticism. Whatever criticism is 
necessary, I make myscll. Let me assure readers of Mumjhian that 
I never fail to criticize the Government whenever criticism is 
called for. But we cannot mend or cud this Empire by denounc- 
ing it; we shall succeed in our aim only by doing our duty and 
reforming ourselves. Wc have so much to do by way of spin- 
ning, enrolling members of the Congress and colleetimr eonfri 
buttons lor the Tilak Swaraj Fund that we can spare no time for 
other things. Wc can complete the programme of work by Tunc 
only if the handful of us who arc working give every moment of 
our time to the foregoing tasks. How, then, can wc waste our 
time m criticizing the Government? 

I have even grown weary of tin* crowds on railway platforms 
and ol their shouting. These things will not bring us swaraj. 
The tune for them is over. They may have been necessary when 
there was no awakening among the people. But now there is 
no lack of it. We have now control of the Niagara ^Is We 
have also discovered how to put them ter use. What wc have to 
do now is simply to work on silently to that end. 

If it is no more necessary to criticize the Government, it is not 
necessary to criticize co-operators either. Our criticism consists 
in our work. It is the experience everywhere in the world that 
an ounce of practice achieves more than a ton of preaching. 
Speeches often mirror our deficiencies in regard to practice. The 
man who talks much hardly acts upon what he says. He who is 
particular about keeping his word weighs every sentence he utters. 
Moreover, now that we address our demands not to the Govern- 
ment but to ourselves, whatever criticism we make or discontent 
we fed should be against ourselves. 

Violent Non-go-operators 

A gentleman from Bhavnagar, who has given his name, re- 
ports some painful things about the Jain Girls' School there. It 
is some time that the letter has been with me but, owing to my 
constant touring, I cannot cope with my correspondence as &st 
as I would wish. Though he has given me permission to pubUsii 
his name, I refrain from doing so as I do not want to make him 
a target of undeserved criticism in Bhavnagar. I know that we 
have not yet acquired the strength to tolerate criticism even when 
it is well-meant. Swarajists must, on the contrary, leans to beer 
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with malicious criticism even. This friend says that, even on the 
sacred day of April 6, a crowd of non-co-operators invaded the 
Girls’ School there to get it closed. If just one of them had ap- 
proached the authorities with a polite request, there would have 
been nothing to say against the step. But, according to the 
correspondent, a whole crowd invaded the place and the leader 
peremptorily demanded that the school be closed. The Head 
Master started arguing and was answered with a hail of brick- 
bats. One girl was injured on the head and another was slightly 
bruised. Just then, fortunately, a non-co-operator who under- 
stood the need for remaining peaceful came to the place. He 
stopped the rain of brick-bats and the attempted coercion. I con- 
gratulate this friend. What shall I write about the others? If 
the account given above is true, they brought discredit on the 
6th, broke their pledge and utterly forgot themselves. How can 
we, who wish to be saved from the policy of making people 
virtuous by force, coerce anyone? 

The correspondent who reported this incident says that, des- 
pite this harassment, the authorities of the School studiously re- 
frained from calling in the police for help. I congratulate them 
on exercising this restraint. Those who violate peace are not non- 
co-operators, even though they may abide by all other conditions, 
and a co-operator who remains peaceful in the face of attacks by 
non-co-operators is, I would say, a non-co-operator without know- 
ing that he is one. 

“Even God Cannot Make Gift of Swaraj” 

This statement appears in my message for the Satyagraha 
Week. Shri Rajabali Jhinabhai protests that most people will 
not understand the meaning of this remark, that it gives the 
impression that I was even limiting the power of God and may, 
therefore, have hurt religious-minded people. I count myself a 
religious-minded man. I believe in the reality of God. I have 
merely stated a plain fact in plain language and drawn attention 
to God’s law. God has reserved no freedom for Himself to grant 
a place in heaven to a sinner. One can say that, after laying 
down His laws, God left things to take their own course. It is 
because He is Almighty that He has created laws which 
admit of no exceptions. Swaraj is a state of being of individuals 
and nations. Just as only a person who eats will have his hunger 
satisfied, so he alone can be Jree who throws off subjection. If 
we do not give up drink and do not discard foreign cloth, if Hindus 
and Muslims continue fighting with each other, would God make 



100 THE COLLECTED WORKS OP MAHATMA GANDHI 

us a gift of swaraj? Can He? Conversely, -if, through force of 
publie opinion, we successfully boycott foreign cloth and put a 
stop to the consumption of liquor, can we fail to win swaraj? 
Cun anybody persistently transgressing God’s laws hope that God 
will give him a place in heaven ? Surely, none, lienee, even our 
prayer should be not for swaraj but for strength to win it. The 
very meaning of prayer is the expression of intense longing for a 
particular goal or state, 

[From Gujarati) 

Navajivan , 15-5-1921 

48. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING , SIMLA' 

May 15, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi, replying, 1 * * touched on the incident* connected with hi* visit and 
said Pundit Malaviya had sent him a telegram asking him to come up to RimU, 
and adding that unless lie came the Punditji, in spite of hit bad health, would 
bo obliged to go to him in order to bring him up to Simla. Soon after the 
telegram, he received a letter from the Pundit saying that I,ord Reading would 
like to see him if he (Mr. Gandhi) wanted to see 1I.H. the Viceroy with a view 
to put the case of the non-co-operation party before him. Mr. Gandhi saw no- 
thing wrong in putting hi* case before an oilicial. 

Accordingly, on reaching Simla, he sent a letter to the Viceroy asking for 
an interview which was at once granted. He acknowledged that the Viceroy 
gave him a long, patient and kind hearing. But he roidd not say either one 
way or the other about the success of this interview.* He placed before the 
Viceroy what his party stood for and the Viceroy, in hi* turn, dilated on the 
difficulties confronting the administration. The interview might both be e B lU f i 
successful and unsuccessful. 4 .* 

. . . [He] said that everything would depend on the people carrying 
out what they had solemnly renolvod upon at the Congress and the Sikh League 1 
and Khilafat Conference, 

At this moment he could only say that, as long a* they stood by non-vio- ? ’ 
lence and the spirit of sacrifice for the cause of justice to their country, no power 

1 Gandhiji addressed a meeting of about fifteen thousand people at Idgsh * 
ground. He was requested to speak on the purpose of his visit to Simla and 
the result of his meeting with the Viceroy. Oandhiji's speech was reported to * 
Tht Bombay ChranicU dated May 17 and 19. In the text given here both than--? 
reports have been collated. 

* An address of welcome had earlier been read out. 

* Vidt "The Simla Visit”, 23-5-1921. 

* The following paragraph is from the CkmnitU report dated May 19. 
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on earth could check them from the attainment of swaraj within this year. 
They wanted to show to the world that they stood for justice, and nothing but 
justice to India would solve their problem. He wanted all to behave like 
those who died at Nankana, freely giving their blood for the sake of their sacred 
cause and not like Mahant Naraindas bent upon taking others* blood. When 
this spirit of non-violence and sacrifice came to them, no modern implements 
of warfare could stay in the way of their liberty. 

Referring to the oft-repeated threat of an Afghan invasion, in case the 
British left this country, Mr. Gandhi said as long as he lived he could not tole- 
rate any part of his country under foreign domination. He believed this was also 
the view of every Mohammedan in India. He asked Hindus to have no suspicion 
about Mohammedans* feelings on this point. He wanted every man belonging 
to any religion to make common cause with them in this fight for liberty. 1 

He spoke at great length on three essentials of success. The first was get- 
ting rid of fear, the fear on the part of Hindus of Mohammedans and Pathans 
and on the part of Mohammedans of the fear and distrust of Hindus. He said the 
Afghan danger was nothing but a bogey. He had long known th<j Afghan cha- 
racter. Whatever their weaknesses, he was sure they were godfearing. He was 
confident that they would never think of a war of aggression. On the other hand, 
we would never invite the Afghans to help them in their struggle for freedom. 
On the contrary, if the Afghans came on an aggressive mission, he would under- 
take stubborn non-co-operation against^ them, and would lay down his life 
before parting with an inch of his Motherland. 

He again reverted to the essential necessity of casting off distrust from 
their hearts by the Hindus and Mohammedans and spoke on the second essential, 
Hindu-Muslim unity. The entente between them was never entered into in a 
bargaining spirit. The Hindus espoused the Muslims’ cause, because they knew 
it was their duty and because they knew that nobility could only be answered 
by nobility. It was fatal, therefore, to compel the Mussulmans to give up 
cow-killing. They were not the only culprits in the matter and the question 
of cow-protection was never going to be decided by the arbitrament of force. 
Implicit trust of and hearty co-operation with the Mussalmans would gain 
in the end everything. Islam was. broad-based on nobility, and it would not 
endure if it gave up its nobility. 

The third essential and the greatest one was of non-violence. In this 
connection, he made a stirring appeal to the Sikhs to emulate the example of 
Lachhman. Singh and Dulip Singh, who had strength enough to fight Mahant 
Naraindas but who refused to use any violence. 

Lastly, he referred to swadeshi and said that though he would never cease 
to appeal to the vakils and the students to give up the law-courts and schools, 

1 The four paragraphs which follow are from the Chronicle report dated 
May 19* 
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tlidr failure to respond was not Roinjt to nlfrrt tlio ejtti'Miitn, if tliry carried 
out the liuyriitt of foreign Romls. t lomptiie swaitr^Iii m< .oil swiwitj, 

(tonduding, Mr. O.uulht said the utt.tiimit'iil of nvv.unj drjH-mlrd 
the spirit of fratlcssiu'ss, i.trriiiir, noit-vi»lrttcr, Ilimhi-Muslitu unity and the 
ttsrt of diarklm.’ 

Will our talks yield any result ? They may or they may not} 
the chances tire even. We have it) pray for Cod’s help to achieve 
what we wish to. I explained our case to the Viceroy and he 
listened to me for many hours with great patience and affection, 
I, too, listened to what lie had to say. I heard him explain 
the difficulties of the British Government. I can only say this-— 
if we adhere to the solemn declaration made, with God as witness, 
at the Congress session, the Sikh League and the Khilafat con* 
fcrcnces, we shall certainly achieve our cherished goal during this 
year. Nothing is in the hands of the Viceroy, Don’t keep on 
asking what news cables from England bring. Our light is for 
honour and justice, and we have to show to the world that we 
are ready to die for winning justice. God grants nothing without 
testing us and, before we can get anything, we must emerge success- 
ful from the test. Even the worst scoundrel is ready to do any- 
thing to get what he wants; you six-foot tail Punjabis, then, If 
you do not want to crawl again on your stomachs, if not even 
one amongst you desired to rub hit nose on the ground, learn the 
lesson which our Sikh brethren have taught. Be ready, like them, 
to stake your head in a righteous cause. Do not be murderers, like 
Mahant Naraindas. You cannot win swnrnj by killing anyone; you 
cannot solve the Punjab and the Khilafat questions that way. Not by 
taking anyone’s blood but only by giving your own, by acquiring 

the strength of Lachhman Singh can you succeed in these things, 

• * * 

I tell you, as long as you arc scared of your holy places 
being polluted or dishonoured by Pathans, you had better bury 
your Hardwar and immolate your womenfolk on the funeral pyre. 
You may not be able to fight the Pathans, but, instead of running 
away, you ought to have in you the strength to stand up against 
them and die. Have no fear of the Afghans, nor of the Muslims;' 
fear God alone. Even in the days of the Prophet, some timid 
people, seeing the oncoming hordes, told him that they wwtt 
only a few and asked him in fear how they could fight. TMj 

1 Tkt Bvmbay Chronlclt report end* here. What fallow* is another report extracts# 
from Mahadev Dcmu’e account of Gandhiji'i visit to Simla published ia 
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Prophet’s reply was, “No, you are not alone; God is with you.” 
I, too, say to you, do not think yourselves weak. If you are brave, 
the Afghans also will behave well towards you. I know the 
Afghans. In South Africa, I had many of them as my clients. I 
have had experience of their sense of honour. I think even bad 
ones among them fear God. If you regard the Muslims as your 
brethren, if you trust them, have no fear of the Pathans at all. 
If they come to attack us, I shall be with you to employ non-co- 
operation against them too. I shall not let even a little bit of 
India be seized by them. God will give me strength at that time 
to offer up my life before they seize any bit. We have become 
slaves because of our mutual distrust. If the Muslims tarnish 
Islam, if the crores of them play foul, Islam will disappear. Theirs 
and ours is a relation based not on self-interest but on honour. 

I tell men. of all religions that we wish to be bound in a 
unity of hearts. Are we not so bound to the Christians? Do we 
not accept the help that men like Andrews and Stokes 1 offer us? 
We do not desire to make anyone our enemy. We wish rather to 
give our own blood. If the British remain as servants, as brothers, 
if they agree to give up their domination and stay on, they are 
welcome; otherwise they should quit. 

In any case, we can get nothing unless we remain peaceful. 
If you allow yourselves to be provoked, you will lose the game. 
I have no desire to see General Dyer or Michael O’Dwyer punished, 
and here, today, on this sacred spot near a holy man’s grave, I 
pray to God that He make their hearts pure. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 29-5-1921 

49. TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY, CONGRESS COMMITTEE, 

SYLHET 

Simla, 

May 17, 1921 

Secretary 
Congress Committee 
Sylhet 

GRIEVED. DAS IN CHARGE. COMMUNICATING HIM. SEND DETAILS. 

Gandhi 

From a photostat: S.N. 7526 

1 Christian missionary, social worker and associate of Andrews 
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PURPOSE. 

' Gandhi 


5L NO TES 

IIORNIMAN AND COMPANY 

. f nends havc accused me of indifference about Mr. Horniman 

kar CL:;T C i !, ° W ° mlfr / d Wl ! y 1 nirc!y wrhc ahwit Savar- 
emWntl^ % rc ‘r a favoumc * ;i y in K among lawyers, almost 
t E 8 » hC d,gn J ° f a that liarti ca8C8 make bad law. 

ImZ n ^ C ° St , h °- W truc the say5n « »• ^ny a judge has been 
b ged to give a decision apparently unjust but perfectly sound In 

If™' Sl JJ lIa . rIy ! onc may say ^ hard cases make bad non-co-opcra- 

nStHfli"T as an u cc< ? nomtca! i° l » r n«hst is to deal with such 
Jf"! nly ?j h ?Y c a . beann R on the one issue before the country. 
If I mention Mr. Hormman’s case or that of the Savarkar Brothen 

m J cn . Uo “ u °g. t0 . influence the Government’s decision, but 

deliSliT t hc P w tc „ n fa y our of non-co-operation. I would be 
ft ha y c M f - Horntman back as an able and brave com- 
rade,^ I know that he was unjustly deported. The Savarkar Bro- 
tihm talent should^ be utilized for public welfare. As it is, India 
« m danger of losing her two faithful sons, unless she wakes up 
*■» j others I know well, ’i bed the pi £ 
25K® w London.* Hc » brave. He is clever. He is a 

I™ Wa ® franWy ® rcvo,ution *ry- The evil, in iu hideous 
form, of the present system of Government, he saw much earlier 

ary “V?® lm f rUa " mc »‘ Sported for their revolution- 

»*y *cuvi«c«. They were ultimately related in 1937, 

l» imMvTtx!p D m VUk ‘ r “ ‘ r “ ne "°" “ “ W,m,e VU * 1 ’* Dl *“‘ 
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CX than I did. He ‘is in the Andamans for his having loved India^j 
too well. Under a just Government, he would be occupying a high x 
\ office. I therefore feel for him and his brother. Had it not 

j been for non-co-operation, Mr. Horniman would have returned 

^ and the brothers would have been discharged long ago. Now non- 
tSa . co-operation blocks the way. Those who are really interested in 
the release of the brothers and such others as are suffering impri- 
j^Tsonment and in the return of Mr. Horniman, must hasten the 
-S? ^fulfilment of the non-co-operation programme and therefore the 
. <r advent of swaraj. Meanwhile, we must not only put up with the 
^ ^ existing incarcerations, but we must seek imprisonment ourselves, 
m by offending the Government in all just, lawful and peaceful ways. 

d ^ What are They? 

'U I am writing these notes in Anand Bhavan 1 . I have just been 

/Q shown a leaflet for distribution among the kisans. I resent it be- 
j cause it credits me with an unconditional promise of swaraj during 
t ® the year. But there is nothing offensive in it. On the contrary it 
„Y_, j exhorts the kisans to remain peaceful even in the face of provocation. 
PV t It is for distributing these leaflets that five young men have gone 
^ to gaol. The leaflets are held by the Magistrate to be seditious, and 
J[ d the young men called upon to furnish security that they will not 
^ C distribute them. Instead of giving the security, they have preferred 
£? imprisonment. 'This is one clean way of offending the Government. 

(£ I have read a notice issued by the Collector of the Allaha- 
^P%bad District that Government servants must not wear the Gandhi 
(jlcap. I would advise every Government servant to wear these 
: ^ ^beautiful, light, inoffensive caps, and brave dismissal and even im- 
io jk^prisonment. I was told whilst in Allahabad that overzealous ser- 
£ vants of the Government have even been telling poor people that, 
if they introduce the spinning-wheel into their homes, they will be 
prosecuted. If a spinning-wheel can by any possibility be turned 
into a seditious article, its possession will be another honourable 
'v* method of seeking imprisonment. 

The Zemindars and the Ryots 

^ Whilst the U.P. Government is crossing the bounds of pro~ 

^ priety, and intimidating people, there is little doubt that the 

^3 kisans too are not making wise use of their newly-found power. In 

p ^ several zemindaris, they are said to have overstepped the mark, 

j ; taken the law into their own hands and to have become impatient 




1 House of the Nehrus at Allahabad 


. 
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s£ 
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of anybody who would not do as they wish. They arc abusing 
social boycott and arc turning it into an instrument of violence. 
They arc reported to have stopped the supply of water, barber, 
and other paid services to their zemindars in some instances and 
even suspended payment of the rent due to them. The khan move- 
ment has received an impetus from non-co-operation, but it is ante- 
rior to and independent of it. Whilst we will not hesitate to 
advise the khans when the moment comes to suspend payment of 
taxes to the Government, it is not contemplated that at any stage 
of non-co-operation we would seek to deprive the zemindars of 
their rent. The khan movement must he eonlined to the improve- 
ment of the status of the kisans and the betterment of the rela- 
tions between the zemindars and them. The kisans must be ad- 
vised scrupulously to abide by the terms of their agreement with 
the zemindars, whether such agreement is written or inferred from 
custom. Where a custom or even a written contract is bad, they 
may not try to uproot it by violence or without previous reference to 
the zemindars. In every ease there should he a friendly discus- 
sion with the zemindars and an attempt made to arrive at a settle- 
ment. Our capacity for swaraj depends upon our capacity for 
solving without reference to, or intervention of, the Government, 
all the varied and complex problems that must arise in the affairs 
of one of the biggest and most ancient nations like ours. 

Discipline 

It is high time that we disciplined ourselves. The demonstra- 
tions at railway stations arc becoming a menace to the comfort of 
the travelling public. I am told that some railway passengers who, 
only a short time before a station demonstration, were praising 
me, were, after one or two demonstrations at intermediate sta- 
tions, heard to curse me. I sympathize with them. I had a fellow- 
passenger with me during the Allahabad journey. Owing to the 
pressure of the crowds that besieged the station, he was unable to 
get a cup of tea or go out for his refreshments. I should not at a& 
be surprised if lie considered me to be a plague. On my way back ; 
from Allahabad, there was an unmanageable crowd on the 
Kanpur platform, yelling the national cries, pressing towards mjh 
compartment and making everybody uncomfortable. The noise^ 
continued the whole time. The leaders were with difficulty abfe 
to make the crowd sit, but it could not be made to stop shoutings 
and yelling, I was asked to stand near the door to give darshemh 

1 Sight of a person, place or thing considered holy 
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Much to the disappointment of the friends who urged me, I reso- 
lutely refused to stir out of my seat unless there was perfect silence. 

This din, noise and bustle was due purely to want of fore- 
thought, management and organization. It is best now to avoid 
all demonstrations at stations. We must consult the convenience 
of the passengers. If there must be a demonstration, national cries 
must be regulated, every facility must be provided for the easy 
movement of passengers. The nation must be disciplined to handle 
mass movements in a sober and methodical manner. This means 
previous training of volunteers and previous discipline of the 
masses. It is not impossible to give an elementary training in a few 
days. Wherever the people have been previously instructed, 
they have responded wonderfully well. Without this training, we 
never know when there might be an accident. It is the innate good 
nature of the people that has saved us hitherto from mishaps. But 
under proper training, we should be able to feel absolutely safe and 
comfortable in the midst of the biggest demonstrations. We 
cannot afford to be hysterical or mad. 

Sikh Colour 

A friend has just drawn my attention to a resolution passed 
by the Sikh League inviting me to include the Sikh black colour 
in the national flag. These friends forget that all other colours are 
represented on the white strip. We must not be parochial, pro- 
vincial or clannish. Hindu and Mussulman colours are specially 
represented, not so much for the numbers they represent, as for the 
fact that they have remained apart for so long and that their mu- 
tual distrust has been an effectual bar against the realization of 
national aspirations. The Sikhs have never had any quarrel with 
Hindus. And if one has the Sikh colour separately represented, 
why not the Parsi, the Christian and the Jewish? I hope the 
Sikh Leaguers will see the unpractical nature of their suggestion. 

I have been flooded with letters suggesting changes in the pro- 
posed national flag. I am unable to publish the voluminous cor- 
respondence. There is nothing striking in any of the letters. Some 
deplore the want of artistic beauty about the flag, others would 
make additions representing Hindu and Mohammedan symbols. 
The critics have missed the central idea. We must not have any 
■ religious symbols and we must find a clear and permanent rally- 
ing object. That is the spinning-wheel, according to the vast majo- 
rity who believe with me that we lost our liberty with the loss of 
the spinning-wheel, and we can only regain it when we have 
revived the spinning-wheel and rejected foreign cloth. 
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To Correspondents 

Many friends who send me urgent wires may consider me to 
be discourteous in that they get no replies to their wires. The fact ■ 
is that the telegraph department at Ahmedabad seems to have 
received instructions to delay delivery of my telegrams. The autho- 
rities have the right, if they choose, to put such obstacles in my 
way. And our movement must be capable of being carried on in- 
dependently of the use of public departments controlled by the 
Government. I would advise correspondents not to waste money 
in sending wires, but transact all their business with me through 
the post, so long as the regular delivery to me of the post is conti- 
nued by the Government. 

Young India, 18-5-1921 


52. OUR NEIGH HOURS 

Is not my article on the Afghan Bogey' an invitation to the 
Afghans to invade the Indian bonier, ami thus do I not become 
a direct party to violence? Tims asks Mr. Andrews. My article 
was written for Indians and for the Government. I do not believe 
the Afghans to be so foolish as to invade India on the strength of 
my article. But I see that it is capable of bearing the interpreta- 
tion put upon it by Mr. Andrews. I therefore hasten to inform all 
whom it may concern that not only do I not want to invite the 
Afghans or anybody to come to our assistance, but am anxious 
for them not to come to our assistance. I am quite confident of 
India’s ability to settle with the Government without extraneous 
help. Moreover, I am interested in demonstrating the perfect 
possibility of attaining our end only by non-violent means. I 
would therefore strain every nerve to keep the Afghans out of the 
Indian border, but my anxiety to keep them off the Indian border 
will not go so far as to assist the Government with men or money. 

In my article I have put my position .as clearly as possible. 
For me the existing Government is the most intolerable of all, it 
is the greatest danger to the manhood of India and I would wdt* 
come its reformation at any cost. It is my settled conviction that 
it is a godless Goyernment. That there are good Englishmen and 
good Indians connected with it makes it all the more dange- 
rous for India. It keeps the nation’s eyes off the inherent evil of 
it. My attack is not against individuals, it is directed against the 

1 Vld* pp. 59-60. 
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system, against the aggregate called the Government. The best 
of viceroys have been powerless to eradicate the poison of the 
system. The poison is its foundation. Therefore, I can reconcile 
myself to all the worst that can happen to India in the place of 
the present system. 

What however I would do is totally different from what I can 
do. I am sorry to have to confess that the movement has not 
yet acquired such hold on the soldier class as to -embolden them 
to refuse assistance to the Government in time of need. When the 
soldier class has realized that it lives for the nation, and that it 
is a travesty of a soldier’s calling when he undertakes to kill to 
order, the battle of India’s worldly freadom is won without more. 
As it is, the Indian soldier is as much subject to fear as the lay- 
man. He fills the recruiting ranks because he believes that 
there is no other means of livelihood. The Government has made 
the profession of killing attractive by a system of special rewards, 
and, by a system of skilfully devised punishments, has made it 
well-nigh impossible for the soldier, once he is in, to get out with- 
out difficulty. In these circumstances I do not delude myself with 
the belief that the British Government will be without Indian 
help in the event of an immediate Afghan invasion. But it was 
my duty, especially when challenged, to put before the nation the 
position logically arising from non-co-operation. It was neces- 
sary, too, to warn the nation against being frightened by the Afghan 
bogey. 

The second part of the question contains, in my opinion, a 
misconception of non-violence. It is no part of the duty of a non- 
violent non-co-operator to assist the Government against war 
made upon it by others. A non-violent non-co-operator may not 
secretly or openly encourage or assist any such war. He may not 
take part directly or indirectly in it. But it is no part of his duty 
to help the Government to end the war. On the contrary his pra- 
yer would be, as it must be, for the defeat of a power which he 
seeks to destroy. I, therefore, so far as my creed of non-violence is 
concerned, can contemplate an Afghan invasion with perfect equa- 
nimity, and equally so far as India’s safety is concerned. The 
Afghans have no quarrel with India. They are a godfearing 
people. I warn non-co-operators against judging the Afghans 
by the few savage specimens we see in Bombay or Calcutta. It is 
a superstition to suppose' that they will overrun India if the 
British post at the frontier was withdrawn. Let us remember that 
there is nothing to prevent them from overrunning India today, 
if they wished to. But they are as fond of their country as we 
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claim to be fond of ours. I must devote a separate article to an 
examination or the difficult problem that faces the residents near 
the frontier. 

Young India , 18-5-1921 


53. LET HINDUS BEWARE 

Bihar is the land of promise for non-co-operation. For the 
Hindu-Muslim unity of Bihar is proverbial. I was therefore dis- 
tressed to find that the unity was suffering a strain which might 
almost prove unbearable. I Vas told by all responsible leaders— 
both I Undo and Mohammedan who arc not given to be panicky, 
that it was taxing their resources to the utmost to avoid a 
Ilindu-Mussulman disturbance. They informed me that certain 
Hindus, by name Gangaram Slutrma, Bhutamith and Vidyanand, 
for instance, had told the people that I had prohibited the use of 
meat to any Hindus or Mussulmans and that meat and fish were 
even forcibly taken away from people by over-zealous vegetarians, 
I know that unlawful use is being made of my name in many places, 
but this is the most novel method of misusing it. It is generally 
known that I am a staunch vegetarian and food reformer. But it is 
not equally generally known that ahimsa extends as much to 
human beings as to lower animals and that I freely associate with 
meat-eaters. 

I would not kill a human being for protecting a cow, as I will 
not kill a cow for saving a human life, be it ever so precious, Needless 
to say I have authorized no one to preach vegetarianism as part 
of non-co-operation. I do not know the persons named above. I 
am sure that our purpose will be defeated if propaganda of any 
kind is accompanied by violence. Hindus may not compel Mus- 
sulmans to abstain from meat or even beef-eating. Vegetarian 
Hindus may not compel other Hindus to abstain from fish, flesh 
or fowl. I would not make India sober at the point of the sword. 
Nothing has lowered the morale of the nation so much as vio- 
lence. Fear has become the part of the national character. Non- 
co-operators will make a serious mistake if they seek to convert: 
people to their creed by violence. They will play into the h an ds 
of the Government if they use the slightest coercion towards any- 
body in the course of their propaganda. 

The cow question is a big question. The greatest for a Hindu* 

I yield to no one in my regard for the cow. Hindus do not f ulfil > 
their trust so long as they do not possess the ability to protect the 
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cow. That ability can be derived either from body-force or 
soul-force. To attempt cow-protection by violence is to reduce 
Hinduism to Satanism and to prostitute to a base end the grand 
significance of cow-protection. As a Mussulman, friend writes, 
beef-eating, which is merely permissible in Islam, will become a 
duty if compulsion is resorted to by Hindus. The latter can 
protect the cow only by developing the faculty for dying, for suffer- 
ing. The only chance Hindus have, of saving the cow in India 
from the butcher’s knife, is by trying to save Islam from the im- 
pending peril and trusting their Mussulman countrymen to return 
nobility, i.e., voluntarily to protect the cow out of regard for their 
Hindu countrymen. The Hindus must scrupulously refrain from 
using any violence against Mussulmans. Suffering and trust are 
attributes of soul-force. I have heard that, at big fairs, if a Mussul- 
man is found in possession of cows or even goats, he is at times 
forcibly dispossessed. Those who, claiming to be Hindus, thus resort 
to violence are enemies of the cow and of Hinduism. The best and 
the only way to save the cow is to save the Khilafat. I hope there- 
fore that every non-co-operator will strain himself to the utmost 
to prevent the slightest tendency to violence in any shape or form, 
whether to protect the cow or any other animal or to effect any 
other purpose. 

Toung India , 18-5-1921 


54. POSTERS 1 


{May 19, 1921 ] 

Poster No. 1: To gain swaraj means to introduce a spin- 
ning-wheel in every home and to spin yarn with that. Introduce 
spinning-wheels in your house this very day. Spinning-wheels and 
cotton can be had from the National School at Princess Street. 2 

Poster No. 2: Swaraj by means of yarn. If you want to 
have your share in the battle of swaraj, spin as much yarn as 
possible. . . . 

Poster No. 3: Ordinarily spinning is not a business but a 
duty. India was prosperous so long as there was spinning. Take 


1 These posters were issued in vernacular bearing the title “Mahatma 
Gandhi’s message”. The text has been extracted from the official translation 
in the Bombay Government Records. 

2 This sentence was repeated at the end of each poster. 
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up again the work of spinning with a view to make India pros- 
perous again. ... 

Poster No. 4: Nothing cist: will advance India more than bv 
removing the famine of yarn. . . . 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1 92 1 


55, 7ELECMM 10 JAAINALAL BAJAJ 

[May 20, 1921 ] t 

Jamnalalji 

Wardua 

CONGRATULATE SUNDRRLALJI 1 * 3 . PROBABLY LEAVING TO- 
MORROW FOR BHU8AVAL. WIRING AGAIN. 

Gandki 

From a draft: S.N. 7323 


56, SPEECH AT RAILWAY STATION 

I ■ 

[May 21, 192 $ 

People coming to station platforms should bring money with 
them. We have to complete three difficult tasks and get them off' 
our hands this year. The means for doing this were planned in 
Bezwada. 4 If the collections do not reach the onc-crorc-rupee 
mark before June 30, we shall he disgraced and I shall definitely* 
say then that we cannot win swaraj this year. Swadeshi is making- 
progress, but even in this I see that many persons merely wear 
swadeshi cap and want to be taken as followers of swadeshi by vin>‘ 
tue of that. I now tell you plainly that I do not wish to meet 
people who will not give up using foreign cloth. We shall not ge£ 
swaraj till we have made khadi a dress of culture. If it is true that* 
this movement is for self-purification, then, in addition to wearing" 
khadi, you should give up liquor, eschew immorality, learn to b¥. 

1 Owidhiji addressed a meeting at Bhutaval on May 21; vidt the 

item. It is likely that this telegram was sent a day before. 

3 He was arrested under Section 124A, I.P.G., and sentenced at 
to one year’s rigorous imprisonment. 

* Gandhyi Gravelled from Khandwa to Bhusavat on this date and uddxmM 
a crowd at one of the wayside stations. 

4 The reference it to the Bcswada Gongress resolutions; oidt Vol. XIX^ 
pp, 406-7. 


foBovria* 

Wardhr 
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upright, sec that you do not lose your head as the people of Male- 
gaon did, stop looking upon Bhangis and chamars 1 as untouchables 
and serve them and the Brahmins alike. Do not bring flowers; 
for swaraj, bring money instead. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 9-6-1921 


57. SPEECH AT BHUSAVAL 


May 21, 1921 

Gandhiji thanked the people for the welcome accorded to him and then 
told the audience about his interview with the Viceroy. He said: 

Both of us frankly expressed our views at the meeting but we 
should not expect anything much from him. I have no regrets 
because I had no hopes. It is the people alone who have to 
win swaraj; no man, not even the Viceroy, can grant it. Swaraj 
is dharmarajya, and it can be achieved soon through the means 
I have suggested. You must be religious and pure of heart. You 
must give up drinking and firmly vow to wear only pure swadeshi 
cloth. Then you will have dharmarajya. You must bear in mind 
that no one who is wicked and of impure heart can succeed in the 
non-co-operation struggle. Look at Lokamanya. 2 You ought to 
worship Lokamanya. But you will not worship this great patriot 
by merely collecting one crore of rupees, which is easily done; you 
ought to collect one crore of rupees and use it for the attainment 
of swaraj to which Lokamanya had dedicated his life. 3 

He was the very soul of [the movement for] swaraj, and 
held swaraj to be his life’s mission; — his soul asks you what 
you are prepared to do for swaraj. Can you not collect a crore of 
rupees to perpetuate his memory? Swaraj will be nowhere in 
sight till you have discarded foreign cloth. I shall never step in- 
side a man’s house if he does not wear khadi, if he cannot do with- 
out fine muslin. Till now I have been telling the Government 
to do this or the other thing. Now I wish to tell the people what 
their duty is. I am but their slave. But they can have me as a slave 
only on certain conditions. They can hope for my services only 

1 Tanners 

2 Gandhiji here pointed to the garlanded statue of Tilak. 

3 The paragraph which follows is an extract from Mahadev Desai’s account 
of Gandhiji’s tour published in Navajivan, 9-6-1921. 


XX~8 
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by observing the conditions which I have laid down before them. 
There can be nothing but degradation in touching [my] feet. 

You must adhere firmly to the principles of non-violent non- 
co-operation. Any violent deed violates your pledge and is to be 
despised like the brutalities of Malcgaon. You must never forget 
the importance of Hindu-Muslim unity. My Hindu brethren 
should at this time leave the question of cow-protection to the 
goodwill of their Muslim brethren and I do hope that the question 
will be satisfactorily solved, especially when eating beef is not 
for them a religious necessity. 

Sisters should give up wearing fine clothes and should take to 
khadi. You ought to emulate Sita, the universal mother who, re- 
fusing the delicacies placed before her by Ravana, chose to live 
on fruits. 

About untouchability, I have to say that it is not in keeping 
with the teaching of the Vedas and is foreign to the principles of 
the Hindu religion. But reforming this system docs not mean 
that we should begin inter-dining and intermarrying. 

At the end I have to say that my speech tours will conclude 
by the end of June and X hope to be able to collect all the money 
that is needed during the time that is left. 1 2 

[From Hindi] 

Aaj, 29-5-1921 


58. SPEECH AT MEETING IN SANGAMNEp 

May 22, 1921 

Today we are fighting the mightiest Empire known. We have 
three big tasks to accomplish, but our ways do not suggest that 
we are serious about anything. From the spectacle today, it occur- 
red to me that, if this is how we were working everywhere in 
the country, India was not fit for swaraj. X bathe in the ocean 
of love at every place in the country. But love is of no avail until 
its fire produces strength. I do not like being worshipped and I 
do not like my feet being touched in reverence. The practice is 
very hateful to me. It can only bring about India’s degradation. 
The country will not win swaraj through this touching of feet, I 

1 At the conclusion of the speech, a collection of about four thousand 
rupees was made on the spot. Some women donated their jewellery. 

2 Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s account of Gandhili’s tour published In 
Mirnyum 
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want to see India stand erect. I wish to see it stand up thus 
before all the countries in the world. I want no Gandhi-raj, I 
want no one’s raj, I want only swaraj. I do not, therefore, want 
people to touch my feet in reverence. 

* * * 

We have followed Western civilization only in its excesses. We 
would have done better to imbibe its beauty. This kind of ribbon 
is used only by women. If you do not know when to use a thing, 
why do you use it at all? You thought that, along with flowers, 
a ribbon would add to the beauty; this shows that, in India, our 
ways of doing things are a curious mixture. The Congress has 
been showing how we can get out of these. There is no propriety 
and no thoughtfulness in what you do. Do you revere Tilak 
Maharaj ? He has given us one holy wprd, and one alone, and he 
passed away with that word on his lips. The legacy bequeathed 
by Tilak Maharaj is for the whole of India, but your responsibility 
is greater than that of people in other parts of the country. What 
answer will you give to his soul on August 1 ? If you do nothing 
else, at any rate adopt complete swadeshi and give up the use of 
foreign articles in temples. I tell the temple priests that I feel 
unhappy when they take me to a temple decorated with foreign 
cloth. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 9-6-1921 


59. FIVE HUNDREDTH STOREY 

I had heard of Simla. I had not seen the place. I often wished 
to see it but was always afraid to go there. I felt that I would 
be lost there, that I would be a bartarian among the others. 

•I have seen the place now. I have come here to see Bharat- 
bhushan Pandit Malaviya, who has taken me under his wing. The 
house is named “Shantkuti” and I am in the midst of co- 
workers here. The climate is lovely. Nature has withheld nothing 
of her riches. These hills are a part of the Himalayas, but I get 
no peace whatever from outside of me. In fact, if my having peace 
depended entirely on external surroundings, I would have to run 
away from this place or else I would go mad. 

Simla is named after Mother Shimala, as Mumbai [Bombay] 
is named after Mumbadevi and Calcutta after Kali. All the 
three goddesses have proved faithless or, maybe, the devotees have 
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forgotten them. The mere thought of the Kali temple fills me 
with horror. How can the place be called a temple at all? In 
literal truth, rivers of blood flow there every day. Who knows what 
the thousands of goats slaughtered there in the name of religion 
say in the court of God? How infinite is Mother Kali’s patience? 
Does she really demand cruel sacrifices? People who offer them 
tarnish her sacred name. 

They are guilty of no little wickedness in Bombay, but no 
daily evil is perpetrated there in the name of religion. The people 
who frequent share-markets or madly throw away money on 
horse-racing know evil to be evil and admit their weakness. Animals 
are killed in its slaughter-houses for the belly’s sake, and not in 
the name of religion. The knowledge of this slaughter does not 
make it utterly impossible for one to live in Bombay. 

But Simla? Delhi, most certainly, is not the symbol of 
India’s slavery. The place which is the real headquarters of the 
rulers is Simla. The Simla Municipality told 1 the Viceroy that 
every year the officials formulated their policies in the quiet and 
coolness of the Simla hills. We had full experience, in the s umm er 
of 1919, of what these policies are. Even the hottest parts of the 
country cannot give an idea of the temperature of these 
policies. 

After seeing Simla, my views have not changed. No end of 
money has been spent over the place. Even a proud man like me 
has had to eat humble pie. The only means of conveyance here 
is the horse or the rickshaw. I never used the latter while in South 
Africa, but here I did, thanks to my weakness. All, whether grown- 
up or young, men or women, use it. The car is justifiably prohi- 
bited. The horse-drawn carriage can be used only by the Viceroy 
and one or two other officials, and this also seems to be justified. 
The roads in this place are narrow; roads cut through steep hills 
cannot but be so. Naturally, the plying of horse-drawn vehicles 
on such roads must perforce be restricted. 

What is strange, however, is that the rickshaw has become 
quite an ordinary conveyance, as if it was the most natural thing 
for any of us to be yoked to a vehicle! I asked the men who pull- 
ed the rickshaw which carried me why they had taken up this 
work. Did they not have a belly to fill ? They queried in reply. 
I know this reply is not quite convincing; it cannot be said, though, 
that they take pleasure in becoming beasts of burden. On the 
contrary, my charge is that it is we who force men to become 


1 Presumably in an address 
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beasts. Why should it be surprising, then, that we have become 
the Empire’s bullocks? 

It is not the British alone who use the rickshaw. We use it as 
freely as they do. We who join them in turning people into bul- 
locks have, therefore, become bullocks ourselves. 

There are four men for every rickshaw. Three of them get 
Rs. 18 a month each and the fourth, their leader, gets Rs. 20. The 
slopes up and down along the roads are so steep that, even though 
there are four of them, the men get out of breath. ' The rickshaw 
is made to accommodate only one person at a time. Even this is 
something to be thankful for. Simla is at am altitude of 7,500 
feet. If people understand the implications of the fact that the 
Government is carried on from such a height, they will know what 
the Empire means. If in Bombay all the shopkeepers had 
their shops on the topmost floor in the chawls, what would be the 
customers’ plight? The fourth floor probably goes up to a height of 
60 feet. The thirty crore customers of this Government, the coun- 
try’s shopkeeper, have to climb not 60 feet but 7,500 feet! Bombay, 
we know, cannot carry on its trade on the fourth floor. India’s 
trade is carried on, actually, on the five hundredth floor! Is it 
any wonder that the country starves? It should no longer seem 
strange that, in the foothills of Simla, three crore innocent chil- 
dren famish for want of food. 

So long as a distance equal to the height of five hundred floors 
separates the Empire from us, Dyerism must needs be used for 
maintaining the distance. 

Swaraj, if run from this height, will be no swaraj. 

But the comparison I have made is not just, a thoughtful per- 
son may protest. Maybe the master lives on a height of 7,500 feet, 
but he posts his employees, the talati 1 , the patel 2 and the mamlatdar 3 , 
on the ground floor! There would be some substance in this 
argument if it were true that the master lived on the five hun- 
dredth floor at his own expense. As a matter of fact, however, he 
lives there at the customers’ expense. He recovers the expenses of 
living where he does and also charges his usual profit. What 
wonder that the customers of such a business man become bank- 
rupt, become paupers? 

The arrangement is costlier than even the practice of carrying 
Ganga water on the kaoad 4 . It used to be carried to as far as 


2 & 3 Revenue officials 

4 Pots or baskets slung from the ends of a pole and carried on the shoulder 
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Rameshwaram 1 . Anyone who has paid for a small-sized pot of 
it knows whether Ganga water is costly or cheap. 

Simla is all congestion. The houses are full, every one of them. 
Things are bound to be dear. Even water is brought up from 
2,000 feet below. One feels embarrassed to use even so much as a 
jugful of water. In the building in which wc stay, we do get water 
but it takes the carriers, fetching it over a long distance, a whole 
day to fill enough for our needs. There are no streams in the vici- 
nity of Simla. To win swaraj means to oblige the Government— 
whether it is British or Indian — to descend from the five hundredth 
floor to the ground floor and introduce naturalness in its relations 
with us. The discrimination is not as between white and coloured, 
but as between high and low. He is a true Brahmin who serves 
a Bhangi, and not the one who rides on the shoulders of one. He 
is no king who maintains a distance, the height of five hundred 
floors between him and the subjects. It is in virtue of one’s deeds 
in the past life that one is born for happiness or suffering, as king 
or beggar. The happy man exerts himself to relieve the sufferings 
of others, and the king to raise the beggar to his level, which means 
that, though a king, he voluntarily becomes a beggar. God, the 
Ruler, earns his title to rule by making Himself the slave of his 
slave, makes Himself worthy of worship by purifying the sinner. 
In Simla I saw the reverse of this and my heart bled. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 22-5-1921 


60. MY NOTES 
New Viceroy 

At Panditji’s request, I went to see him at Simla. His health 
being indifferent, he asked me to go to him instead of himself 
coming over to see me where I was. How could I permit him to do 
so? I myself went to Simla. Panditji told me there that the Vice- 
roy would like to see me. I wrote to His Excellency and told him 
that, if he wished to see me, I would gladly call on him and tell 
him all that I had to say. He gave me an appointment. We were 
together for a long time. He listened, with great patience, 
courtesy and attention to everything I said. I, too, on my part, 
listened to him respectfully. The result was that we came to 
understand each other to some extent. 

1 On the southernmost tip of the Indian peninsula 
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What the outcome will be, partly I know and partly I do not. 
It is not in the Viceroy’s hands to give us what we want. If he is 
a good and sincere man and is convinced of what we say, he 
can help us as a friend. But, otherwise, it is for us to secure what 
we want. We should have the strength to get it. If a man knows 
how to take what he desires, the man who will give it to him 
will not be wanting. Is there any sense in a man carrying with 
him only a bowl and then complaining against the sea for not giv- 
ing him a pitcherful? 

We should, therefore, acquire the strength to win swaraj, 
and secure justice on the Punjab and Khilafat issues. We have 
not gained this strength yet, but we are acquiring it. There are 
obstacles, like the incident at Malegaon, which lie in our way. 
Though our failure to win our goal is due solely to our lethargy, 
we vent our irritation on others. One essential characteristic of 
non-co-operation is that one should direct one’s anger against 
oneself. 


To Go-workers 

As a result of my interview with H.E. the Viceroy, I can say 
this, at any rate, to my co-workers, that they should shake off 
their lethargy and give up empty talk, demonstrations and 
speeches and go on working all the time. 

We have five tasks before us: (1) eradicating untouchability; 
(2) stopping consumption of liquor ; (3) enrolling Congress mem- 
bers; (4) collecting contributions for the Tilak S^waraj Fund; and 
(5) introducing the spinning-wheel [into every home]. 

None of these tasks calls for speeches. 

For eradicating untouchability, we should serve Bhangis and 
others like them, go to their homes and improve their 
conditions. 

For stopping consumption of liquor, we should stand near 
liquor booths and try politely to enlighten intending customers, 
though, if they insist on doing so, they should be allowed to go 
in. Every community should pass a resolution forbidding consump- 
tion of liquor and boycott those who violate it. 

Boycotting does not mean stopping the services of washermen, 
barbers, etc. It means refusing to accept water or food at such 
person’s place and entering into no marriage connection with his 
family. Boycott is of two kinds, civil and uncivil. The former has 
its roots in love, the latter in hatred. In fact, hatred is another 
name for uncivil boycott. Such boycott has no place in peaceful 
non-co-operation and must be altogether eschewed. The under- 
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lying idea in civil boycott is that of refraining from accepting any 
services from or having any social association with the person con- 
cerned. The idea behind the other form is to inflict punishment 
and pain. We do not want to punish the drink-addict; we want, 
rather, to express our own grief by refusing to associate with him. 
This means not to drink water or cat in company with him and 
not to have any marriage connection with his family. But to pre- 
vent people from rendering any services to such a person is sheer 
heartlessness. Wells and ponds are for the use of all. Services 
of barbers and washermen and public services like transport should 
be available to all people, whether good or bad. The barber, 
the washerman and the water-carrier do not concern themselves 
with the circumstances of any family before serving it. Even a 
murderer has a right to be allowed to drink water. In the 
measure that we thus learn to distinguish between right and 
wrong, the advent of swaraj will be hastened. I feel the necessity 
for resorting to boycott for discouraging the consumption of liquor 
and that is why I have gone into the subject at such length. Un- 
civil boycott has yielded bitter fruits at many places. Our strength 
lies in giving up incivility altogether. Once a man has become 
a drink-addict, he is so utterly enslaved by the vice that he 
deserves our compassion, and it is only through compassion that 
we shall be able to reform such persons. 

We should not hate even the proprietor of a liquor booth. It 
is no easy thing for anyone to give up an established business. 
He should first be able to think of an alternative calling which he 
can take up. If* I can successfully persuade them, I would advise 
all proprietors of liquor booths to become carders, spinners and 
weavers. It is beyond all doubt that they can cam from such 
work all that they need for a living. Women and children can give 
no help in running a liquor booth. In spinning and weaving, every- 
one can help and so there will be no question of anybody support- 
ing anybody else. Everyone can make his or her contribution, be 
it much or little. 

To enrol Congress members, to collect contributions for the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund or to introduce charkhas, no meetings are 
necessary. What is required is that a large number of volunteers 
should go from house to house. Unless people start working in 
this way, it will, not be possible to fulfil the programme as sche- 
duled before the end of June. 

We have no time even for talking. From my own experience, 
I know that every minute spent in idle talk or in giving darshan or 
in doing nothing is wasted for ever. We have no time to spare. 
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To those, especially, who have tasted the joy of working, I would 
certainly suggest that they should not let a single moment go waste. 
No moment of our time is ours; we have pledged every moment 
to the country. 

Meaning of Spinning-wheel 

Introducing spinning-wheels does not mean our providing 
every family with one and then doing no more. It really means 
that we should see that the family concerned works on it in right 
earnest and starts wearing khadi. Every spinning-wheel should be 
working for not less than four hours daily. We may set the 
minimum output an hour at three tolas and every town or 
village should produce yarn at this rate. Only then can it be 
said that people have taken to the spinning-wheel. This is a 
matter of people learning to give up their lethargy, of every worker 
helping the people to do so. This cannot be done by manufacturing 
spinning-wheels. 

We shall get swaraj only when regular work is done in this 

, way. 

I was talking to a friend the other day. I asked him why 
he gave the first importance to the spinning-wheel. His reply was 
that, though it would certainly bring us economic freedom and 
make the people self-reliant, its greatest service would be that it 
would give men and women time for quiet reflection and help 
people to be calm and pure. The spinning-wheel will have, on 
those who work it regularly, an effect which nothing else can 
produce. 

Who jCan Join? 

A friend asks if even co-operators can be members of the 
Congress. Those who accept the Congress constitution can be 
Congress members even if they are co-operators. It is my view, 
however, that they cannot be delegates. 

National Flag 

The same friend says that all Indians do not have faith in the 
spinning-wheel and that many people wonder whether it can 
achieve anything. Should we not then have some other symbol 
on the national flag? He suggests the letter 33='. The truth of the 
matter is that every symbol, no matter what, is sure to be opposed 
by someone or other. The spinning-wheel is the only thing synr- 


1 Om, symbolizing the manifestation of the Absolute as sound 



122 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

bolizing a power which crores of Hindus and Muslims will accept. 
Despite the crescent in aS, all Muslims will certainly not accept 
it. I am clear in my mind that the national flag should have 
no religious symbol on it. 

Khilafat “Note” 

Another friend finds fault with me for not commenting on 
rupee-receipts for the Khilafat [Fund] being used as currency 
notes. I have said nothing because I knew that the Khilafat 
Committee itself had taken effective measures to stop it. This 
is the first complaint I have received in the matter. Thousands 
of one-rupee receipts have already been sold. But only a few 
persons must still be using them as currency notes. This mis- 
taken idea did get about in the beginning. The practice resulted 
in loss to the Committee itself and so, on its own, it took strict 
measures to put an end to it. 

Misinterpreting “Ramarajya” 

The same friend, interpreting the term Ramarajya literally, 
asks if it will ever be possible to establish Ramarajya till we have 
men like Dasharatha and Rama. We only mean by Ramarajya 
swaraj or the rule of dharma or people’s rule. Such rule can be 
established only when the people themselves come to have regard 
for dharma and learn to be brave. It is the effort of the 
Congress, of all non-co-operators, to see that the people become 
so. If the people are to be emancipated only by some king, they 
will become his slaves, though in himself he may be a man of 
virtue. What we are striving to achieve, however, is to change 
the system of Government and the policies and methods of 
government. Once that is done, we need not worry whether our 
servants are Englishmen or Indians. We are not even trying to 
change the British, we are trying to reform ourselves. 

South Africa 

The gentleman cites the instance of South Africa and asks 
if we shall not be reduced to the same condition in India as in 
South Africa. We fought and won there, but today we are again 
in the same old plight. This is a misunderstanding of the situation. 
The laws which we fought to get amended were certainly amended. 
The struggle in South Africa was not for changing the system of 
government. It was directed merely against specific laws. The 
satyagraha against the Rowlatt Act would have been hailed as a 
complete success even if the Act alone had been repealed and 
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other grievances had remained unredressed. As it is, the Act never 
came to be used. Since, however, it has not disappeared from the 
statute-book and a fight on other issues was forced upon us, if 
we secure justice on the Punjab and the Khilafat issues and bring 
about a change in the policies and methods of the Government, 
that at any rate would have been gained. It is quite possible 
that afterwards new and unforeseen obstacles may arise. But 
why should that matter? For the brave, occasions for fighting will 
always arise. Whenever faced with a problem, the satyagrahi has 
an armoury of weapons at hand — satyagraha in its various forms 
and he will be able to find one which the occasion may call for. 

White Cap 

. Calling the white cap a Gandhi cap, a Collector in the 
United Provinces has forbidden Government servants to wear it. 
I told the many people who came to see me in Simla that, though 
in Government service, they could contribute to the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund and wear khadi, that they could replace their foreign caps 
with khadi caps. But they said that, if they wore khadi dresses 
and khadi caps, they would be dismissed. I was pained to hear 
these words of weakness. If wearing a khadi cap is a crime, the 
right course is to commit that crime and be dismissed from 
service. If, moreover, there is a large number of Government 
servants wearing khadi caps, nobody can afford to dismiss all of 
them. Even if they are dismissed, they should not mind. Have 
the people not acquired strength enough even to assert their 
freedom to wear what they choose? I do hope that all people, 
Government servants and others, will realize the dignity of a khadi 
. dress and wear the khadi cap at any rate. 

Permanent Aspect 

Non-co-operation has two aspects, one temporary and the 
other permanent. The latter concerns all people. After swaraj 
is won, we will not give up khadi and again start wearing foreign 
cloth, we will certainly not resume drinking and will not undo 
the changes we are introducing in the system of education. We 
shall not, however, regard it as violation of dharma to resort to 
courts of law or attend schools and will feel no humiliation in 
accepting honours conferred on us by the Government. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 22-5-1921 



61. LETTER TO N. C. KELKAW 


Yeola, 

May 23, 1921 


DEAR FRIEND, 

I am getting most restive about the fulfilment of the Bezwada 
programme. Will you please wire or write to me, so as to reach 
me, at Laburnum Road on Sunday the 29th instant, the figure 
for the Tilak Memorial [Fund] collected by your Province to the 
date of writing or wiring and the balance you expect positively to 
collect before the 30th June? I expect you have sent your quota 
to the All-India Congress Committee. 

I reach Bombay on the 29th, leave it on the 30th evening for 
Broach, pass 4 days there, pass 4 days in or about Ahmcdabad 
and then devote the rest of June to Bombay in order to collect 
as much as I can. If you have any suggestions as to my pro- 
gramme please also wire. 

Tours sirtem(y, 

M. K. Gandhi 

From a photostat: G.W. 3113 


62. SPEECH AT MEETING IN BARSI 1 2 

May 24, 1921 

Our friend has cheerfully proclaimed that Barsi district 3 will 
easily complete its part of the task. I cannot congratulate Shri 
Sulakhe on his method of calculating. If every district, every 
taluka and every circle in it followed his method, everyone in the 
country would have done his part by giving only two pice. But 
out of the 30 crores, three crores do not get even one square 
meal a day. Who will collect two pice from these three crores? 


1 Narasinh Chintaman Kelkar; editor of the Ktsari and the Mahratta; a 
close associate of Tilak; sometime Secretary of the Indian National Congress; 
helped Gandhiji in revising the constitution of the Congress in 1920. 

2 Extracted from Mahadev Desai’s account of Gandhiji's tour published 
in Naoqjivan 

3 This should be taluha\ in Sholapur district of Maharashtra. 
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And from the crippled and the handicapped? If the residents of 
Bombay argue that they have given their quota and then offer 
no more, we shall never succeed in the task we have set before us. 
We must stop calculating in this way. Every man and woman in 
the country must ask himself or herself what he or she ought to 
contribute for raising the total collection in the country to a 
crore. My question to you is: what is the capacity of the people 
in your district? Let us learn something at least from the life of 
Tilak Maharaj for whom we express our reverence. Did he ever 
think that he should be content to give to the country the 
minimum that every Indian should? Rather, he gave his all. I 
ask you how many are left now who will do so? Let alone 
giving your all, have you given even as much as you can? 

God never asks anyone to give more than he can. One who 
gives less than he can is a traitor to the country and his town. 
Do not be traitors to yourselves. I do not want you to deceive 
yourselves. We are to fight a powerful Empire. It deceived us, 
played false with us, and made us crawl on our stomachs. We 
cannot end that Empire through deceit and Satanism. Deceit 
can be met successfully by nobility and Satanism by cultivating 
love of God. Do not delude yourselves. If you really want to 
perpetuate the memory of Tilak Maharaj, you should adopt the 
new method of calculation which I have taught you today and, 
before the death anniversary of Tilak Maharaj is upon us, win 
the thing which is your birth-right. 

When it was said here that 25 spinning-wheels are working 
and that the khadi produced from them is sent to Bombay and 
Poona, I was deeply pained. That the khadi is sent out only 
means that you want fine cloth for yourselves and will not use 
khadi. That is why you send khadi to other places. Swadeshi 
should mean, for you, that you look after your needs. Give no 
thought to Bombay. My patriotism tells me that I must first 
make, my own home independent, then my town and then my 
province. Let me tell you that, with your 25 spinning-wheels, 
you will not be able to give a good account of yourselves in the 
fight against this mighty Empire. If we really believe in the 
Congress, we must thoroughly understand the principle of swadeshi. 
I do feel pained at the fact that lawyers have not given up prac- 
tice; however, the lawyers becoming fearless and religious-minded 
will not make the whole country so. Besides, some eminent law- 
yers have, in fact, made great sacrifices and displayed nobility. 
Other lawyers, who lack faith and are deterred by the fear whether 
they would afterwards be able to maintain their families, will also 
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give up practice ■ by and by. But the position with regard to 
swadeshi is that, so long as the whole country does not adopt it 
the import of foreign cloth will not stop. I cannot deceive myself! 
I meet a far greater number of Indians than any other person 
does, but my voice has not yet reached all the 30 crores. Mill- 
cloth is for the poor, whom my message cannot reach. Only if it 
is reserved exclusively for them will mill-owners behave worthily. 
For such people, of course, there is no choice but to use mill-cloth 
unless they produce their requirements locally. What this requires 
is not wealth, self-sacrifice or intelligence. All that is necessary 
is zest. 

Maulana Mahomed Ali has said that we laid the foundation of 
our slavery when we parted with our spinning-wheels. If you 
want to throw off your slavery, take up the spinning-wheel again. 
Unless we take to the charkha, it will be impossible to end the 
oppression of the country and its stark poverty. I ask you, there- 
fore, not to pat yourselves on the back and say that, with 25 
spinning-wheels, you have won the day. I fail to see anyone 
here wearing khadi. We cannot stop imports worth 50 crores 
merely by wearing khadi caps. You must agree to bear the burden 
of khadi. 

If you want fine cloth, teach your wives, your sons and your 
daughters to spin yam of fine count. As recently as 30 years ago, 
our elders felt ashamed to wear fine cloth. I have still fresh in 
my mind the sacred memory of my mother. She made it a point 
to reserve dresses of fine cloth for her daughters-in-law and felt 
embarrassed when wearing such dresses herself. If you do not 
adopt the traditional simplicity of India, you cannot resuscitate 
fine muslins. If you feel satisfied with having enrolled 4,200 
members [of the Congress], who will come forward to enrol the 
starving masses of Bihar? There will be some hope of our succee- 
ding in our task if, in a population of 120,000, you enrol 50,000. 
Give up the wrong way of reckoning and adopt the right one. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 9-6-1921 



63. NOTES 
Maulana Mahomed Ali 

I observe that the Indian Social Reformer rates me for not 
having said anything about Maulana Mahomed Ali’s speech at 
Madras, and not having criticized Lala Lajpat Rai’s at Bombay. I 
must not answer the inferences and the innuendoes contained in 
the paragraph. Critics do not know under what difficulties I 
edit Young India. I rarely read newspapers. I cannot even get 
them during my incessant travelling. But having read this criti- 
cism, I purposely procured at Simla a copy of the Maulana’s 
speech. I have only just read it. I have twice read the para- 
graph criticized, and I am of opinion that it contains nothing in 
it that is objectionable. The speech is certainly not inconsistent 
with his interview at Allahabad. In the Madras speech, he 
simply states the Muslim position. In the Allahabad interview, he 
has accepted my application and restriction of the ideal Muslim 
conduct. There is no doubt that if the Mussulmans could take up 
arms, they would do so in defence of Islam. The difficulty arises 
because of our belief in the impossibility of the Afghans invading 
to defeat the British without wishing at the same time to occupy 
India. That may be and will be a good reason for Mussulmans, 
if they are true to India, not joining the Afghans even if they were 
able. But we may not dispute the theoretical religious right of 
Mussulmans to state their correct position. We can only honour 
them for it. The two great qualities of the brothers are their 
bravery and sincerity. And I can read nothing but these two 
qualities in the Madras speech. 

Lala Lajpat Rai 

Let me take the Indian Social Reformer into the secret of my 
methods. My assistant drew my attention to the hostile criticism 
of Lalaji’s speech and asked me whether I wished to say anything 
upon it. I had not the text of his speech before me, nor had I 
seen any criticism. I therefore wrote to Lalaji, asking him to 
enlighten me on the matter, and suggesting that he should apolo- 
gize, if a single hasty word was uttered. It has been my privilege 
on close acquaintance to find him generous, forgiving and frank. 
He said in his letter that his Bombay speech was a specially con- 
sidered utterance, and that he had not attacked any person in it. 
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He had only dealt with the action of the Moderates as a party. 
He sent me the cutting for my opinion. This was whilst I was 
in Sind. I was unable to read it and had forgotten all about it 
till the Reformer's rebuke reminded me of it. I have now read 
Lalaji’s speech and have much pleasure in stating that I find 
nothing offensive or discourteous in it. It is undoubtedly in 
Lalaji’s fighting style. It is a party speech. He has adopted, by 
long residence in the West, the Western form of criticism. But it is 
the best Western form. There is nothing vulgar in it. His charges 
are not unjustified by the conduct of the Moderate ministers. His 
worst charge is that they have merged themselves in the bureau- 
cracy. It is a serious charge to make, but the instances adduced 
by him surely prove it. The Moderates may retort, if they choose, 
that outsiders cannot appreciate the difficulties of the ministers! 
But that is just what proves the error of the great leaders who find 
themselves allied with the Government. They should have known 
that such would be their lot, or they should now know by ex- 
perience, that it is no use being ministers, until they have an 
effective control over the Government policy. All the repression 
that is now going on is almost as bad as before. It makes little 
difference that now there is the farce of a trial. The fact is that 
most of the political sections of the Penal Code are such as to bring 
almost every non-co-operation speech under them. I believe that 
if I was charged, I should have to plead guilty to the charge of 
sedition. It is the duty of a non-co-operator to preach disaffection 
towards the existing order of things. Non-co-operators are but 
giving disciplined expression to a nation’s outraged feelings. I 
should like to see a considered reply to Lala Lajpat Rai’s strong 
indictment. In my humble opinion, the speech of Lala Lajpat 
Rai does not betray any loss of temper, and is quite in keeping 
with the advice he tendered the youth of the country in his con- 
cluding paragraphs. 

‘A Messenger of God’ 

I have received a cutting, in which I am reported to be 
credited with being a messenger of God, and I am asked 
whether I claim to have any special revelation from God. I have 
already dealt with the miracles attributed to me. As to this the ; 
latest charge, I must disown it. I pray like every good Hindu}. 
I believe that we can all become messengers of God, if we cease 
to fear man and seek only God’s Truth. I do believe I am seek?; 
ing only God’s Truth and have lost all fear of man. I therefore, 
do feel that God is with the movement of non-co-operation. 1 1 
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have no special revelation of God’s will. My firm belief is that He 
reveals Himself daily to every human being, but we shut our ears 
to the ‘still, small, voice’. We shut our eyes to the Pillar of Fire 
in front of us. I realize His omnipresence. And it is open to 
the writer to do likewise. 


A Sind Critic 

It gives me pleasure always to have criticism from Sind. 
It is always searching and always courteous. Sind suffers from 
the surfeit of Western education, and therefore, the youths of 
Sind readily command my sympathy. They are bewildered to 
find themselves in the maze of Western ratiocination. I must 
therefore try patiently to answer Mr. Jethamal’s open letter, 
especially as I claim him to be one of my earliest comrades in 
satyagraha and know him to be a leader of forlorn causes. I do 
believe in self-determination. Mr. Jethamal does not know that 
the Mussulmans do not claim Palestine for the Turks as against 
the Arabs. They claim Mussulman control of Jazirat-ul-Arab of 
which Palestine is but a part. They would not mind if it was 
restored to the Arabs without any outside interference. Mr. 
Jethamal must know that the present population of Palestine is 
overwhelmingly Mussulman. He should also know that the British 
mandate is today being imposed upon Palestine and Mesopotamia 
in the teeth of fierce Arab opposition. 

Unlike Mr. Jethamal, I do believe in the distinctive character 
of the different scriptures. I cannot be party to putting a strain 
upon the scriptural loyalty of the Mussulmans, where it is not in 
conflict with reason and justice. 

But I am one with Mr. Jethamal in his fear of theocratic 
priesthood and its interpretations often given to suit occasions. 
The Mussulman claim is not based on Futwahs 1 , but on a Koranic 
injunction which a child can understand. The Mussulman claim is 
again based upon justice, even apart from the scriptural authority. 
J azir at-ul-Arab was under Mussulman control before the War. No 
right has accrued to the Christians or the Jews over it, as against 
the Mussalmans of the world in general and of India in particular. 
The British mandate is an act of treachery towards Indian Mussul- 
mans and of pillage against the world’s Mussulmans. 

I must not appropriate the easy compliment Mr. Jethamal 
pays me of attributing to me the courage of saying that I differ 
from Shri Krishna in the matter of violence. I have the courage 

1 Decrees issued by Muslim divines 


XX-9 
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of saying that Krishna never taught violence in the Gita. My 
interpretation of the Gita is that it has based a religious teaching 
on a historical incident, and that it does not deal with an earthly 
war but it deals with the ceaseless spiritual war going on in the 
human Kurukshetra. I can understand the Nirdwandwa teaching on 
no other hypothesis. A man who is free from the action of the 
pairs of opposites is incapable, like the perfect man of the Bible, 
of injuring any living thing on earth. He kills .himself so truly that 
there is no rebirth for him. 

But a non-co-operator is not concerned with this part of my 
personal belief. He is bound to believe in non-violence as the 
only true policy for the removal of the three-fold fever of India. 

In spite of my firm faith in absolute ahimsa, i.e., innocence, I 
could reconcile myself to Kheda recruiting.* My ahimsa teaches me 
. that I cannot carry the world with me by force of arms. I will 
not cut off the hands of my children for fear of their hurting 
others. A man is innocent when he is able to do harm and re- 
frains. India’s soldiers must have arms so long as they believe 
in violence. I invited, during the recruiting campaign those who 
believed in violence to join the battle and not to keep away, be- 
cause they had a grievance against the Government, as they were 
inclined to do. I was against bargaining with the Government as 
I am against bargaining at any time . 2 

I do not anticipate a time in India or the world when all 
will be followers of ahimsa. Police there will be even in Satya 
Tuga. But I do contemplate a time, when in India we shall rely 
less on brute force and more on sou l- force, when the Brahman in 
man will hold supremacy. 

Now it must not be difficult for Mr. Jethamal to appreciate 
my affiance with the Ali Brothers. I believe them to be men of 
their word, as honourable as any I have had the privilege of meeting. 
It is enough for me to know that they observe the vow of non- 
violence, whilst they are in the movement of non-co-operation. 
They will no more prefer Afghan rule to British rule than Mr. : 
Jethamal does, I believe that time will enable them to see that 
Ipdia can never, not at any rate within a generation, be free by 
violence. I believe that India and Khilafat can be free during 
this very year if India responds to the simple programme sketched 
m these pages from time to time. 

ia14 , l l n accordance with his assurance at the War Conference on April 29, 
1918, Gandhiji toured Kheda District in Gujarat, recruiting men to the Army, 
to help the British in the War; vide Vol. XIV. 

* Ibid, p. 379. 
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Sannyasa 

A pleader who has suspended practice asks whether every non- 
co-operator should become a sannyasi and renounce the world. I 
fear, this question has been asked because I appear to lead the 
life of a sannyasi, whereas the renunciation required by the non- 
co-operation programme is infinitely less than was required of 
thousands of Boer women and children during the Boer War, and of 
thousands of Englishmen, Frenchmen and Germans during the 
late War. Great success is possible for us with so little renunciation 
only because our programme is non-violent, our cause absolutely 
just, and we are so many. 

A Dependant’s Plight 

The friend further inquires what a man who is falsely sued 
is to do. Well, those who have been falsely charged by the Govern- 
ment have gone to gaol. Those who are falsely sued may, if the 
plaintiff will not go to private arbitration, make a statement and 
produce even witnesses without engaging a lawyer. He is likely 
to have judgment in his favour. But at the worst he runs the 
risk of having to pay a blackguard. Surely wrong judgments have 
been given before now in spite of the assistance of the ablest lawyers. 

Doubting National Capacity 

The third question is, “Do you believe that the constructive 
part of the non-co-operation programme can attain success without 
our having a national Government?” This question betrays helpless- 
ness. We are delayed in the attainment of our goal only because 
of this feeling of helplessness. We shall attain swaraj only when 
we feel self-reliant. Even a national government will have to be 
the nation’s creation; not the nation the Government’s. Why 
should we not stop drink without the aid of the Government, 
why should we not be able to boycott foreign cloth without the 
Government’s aid? Non-co-operation enables us to show that, in 
everything that matters, we can be independent of the Govern- 
ment. A Government is an agency set up by the people. The 
principal has the right to non-co-operate with the agent when he 
proves faithless. When, on the contrary, the principal feels helpless, 
he becomes his agent’s slave. Such is our present position and we 
must get rid of it at any cost. 

Contemplating Postponement 

The last question of the friend is, “In case the call of the 
Congress does not meet with adequate response, will the attain- 
ment of swaraj be proportionately postponed?” I dread to contem- 
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plate postponement because it betrays distrust in the nation. 
Somehow or other I feel that the nation will respond in time. 
But the logical answer to the question undoubtedly is that, if the 
nation does not make an adequate response to the programme, 
attainment of our goal is likely to be delayed. 

The Curse of Betting 

Babu Bhagwandas, the learned Chancellor of the National 
University, Kashi, has sent me extracts from Manusmriti on the sin 
of betting. I reproduce them below: 

The King should diligently keep gambling (dyuta) and betting (sama- 
hvaya ) away from the State; for these two vices destroy the State and the 
sovereign themselves. (221) 

Gambling and betting are indeed as daylight robbery; and the 
ruler should endeavour diligently to eradicate them. (222) 

That wherein inanimate things are used, that is dyuta, gambling; 
that wherein living things are used, that is samahvaya , betting, (223) 

He who does these himself, or causes them to be done by others, 
secretly or openly, may be punished by the ruler with (punishment) up 
to that of death, at the ruler’s discretion, like cheats and impersonators 
pretending to follow vocations other than their rightful ones. Or gamblers 
and betters (kitawah) may be banished from the land, like those who prac- 
tise prostitution under cover of dancing and singing and acting, or those 
who make and sell spirituous liquors and other such cruel deceivers and 
spreaders of vice and followers of sinful trades. (224-228) 

Sind Collections Revised 

In my note on non-co-operation in Sind, I gave figures of 
collections during my tour, but they were all approximate. Mr. 
Jairamdas 1 has now sent a detailed account, which is given below: 


Karachi (roughly) 

30,000 

Larkhana 

1,387 

Shikarpur 

17,245 

Jacobabad 

1,001 

Sukkur 

3,600 

Rohri 

1,002 

Hyderabad 

7,433 

Mirpur Khas 

452 

Tatta 

500 

1 Jairmdas Daulatram (b. 1892); Secretary, Sind 

Provincial Congress 


Committee; for some time Minister of Food and Agriculture, Government 
of India; and Governor of Bihar and Assam 
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Dadu 

Tando Allabyar 

Shahadadpur 

Miscellaneous 


Young India, 25-5-1921 


500 

615 

75 

465 


64,275 


64. EFFECT OF BETTING 

I hope a woman’s prophecy will prove true, and 'that all who 
prize India’s good and the purity of their homes will give up the 
racecourse. 1 

Young India, 25-5-1921 


65. THE SIMLA VISIT* 

Many are asking why I waited upon His Excellency the 
Viceroy. Some inquire why the author of non-co-operation should 
seek to see the Viceroy. All want to know the result of the 
interview. I like the rigorous scrutiny of the non-co-operators 
who, more than Caesar’s wife, must be above suspicion. Non-co- 
operation is self-reliance. We want to establish swaraj, not obtain 
it from others. Then why approach a Viceroy? This is all good, 
so far as it goes. And I should be a bad representative of our 
cause if I went to anybody to ask for swaraj. I have had the 
hardihood to say that swaraj could not be granted even by God. 
We would have to earn it ourselves. Swaraj from its very nature 
is not in the giving of anybody. 

1 This was in reply to the following letter from “A Woman”: 

The Deccan Herald has it that the boycott movement is to spread . to the 
forthcoming race meetings, and that Indians will not be allowed to visit the 
racecourse on race days. If you really intend to do so, God bless you. 

My husband used to be an ideal husband until he was invited by his 
boss to go to the races with him and unfortunately did so. He took Rs. 10/- 
with him, met with exceptionally good luck, and brought home Rs. 300/-. But 
since then he has never won except a few rupees on two occasions, and has 
often returned home drunk. 

May God grant that your endeavour may be crowned with success. 

1 am sure that what I have stated will be endorsed by many wives who 
have the courage of their convictions. 

2 Gaadhiji met the Viceroy at Simla; vide “Speech at Public Meeting, 
Simla”, 15-5-1921. 
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But we want the world with us in our battle for freedom, we 
want the goodwill of everybody. Our cause, we claim, is based 
upon pure justice. There are certain things we want Englishmen 
to surrender. All these things need mutual discussion and mutual 
understanding. Non-co-operation is the most potent instrument for 
creating world opinion in our favour. So long as we protested 
and co-operated, the world did not understand us. The erstwhile 
lion of Bengal in his early days used to relate the story of English- 
men who asked him how many broken heads there were in India, 
if things were really so bad as he represented them to be. That 
was the way John Bull understood best. The other question the 
world has undoubtedly been asking is : If things are really so bad, 
why do we co-operate with the Government in so pauperizing and 
humiliating us? Now the world understands our attitude, no 
matter how weakly we may enforce it in practice. The world is 
now curious to know what ails us. The Viceroy represents a big 
world. His Excellency wanted to know why I, with whom co- 
operation was an article of faith, had non-co-operated. There must 
be something wrong with the Government or me. 

And so His Excellency mentioned to Pandit Malaviyaji and to 
Mr. Andrews that he would like to see me and hear my views. 
I went to see Panditji because he was anxious to meet me. I 
hold him in such high regard that I would not think, even if he 
was well and I could help it, of letting him come to me. As it 
was, he was too weak to travel to me. It was my duty to go to 
him. And when I heard the purport of his conversation with His 
Excellency, I did not require any persuasion to prompt me to ask 
for an appointment, if His Excellency wished to hear my views. 
I have devoted so much space to the reason for my seeking an 
appointment, for I wanted to make clear the limits and the mean- 
ing of non-co-operation. 

It is directed not against men but against measures. It is not 
directed against the Governors, but against the system they ad- 
minister. The roots of non-co-operation lie not in hatred but in 
justice, if not in love. Gladstone 1 used to draw a sharp distinction 
between bad actions and bad men. He was accused of discourtesy 
for using some very strong expressions about the acts 2 of his op- 
ponents. He put up the defence that he would have failed in his 
duty if he had not characterized their actions as they deserved to 


1 1809-98; Liberal Prime Minister of England, 1868-74, 1880-85, 1886 


and 1892-94 

2 The source has "arts”. 
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be, but he did not therefore mean to convey that his opponents 
deserved the epithets he had used about their acts. As a youth, 
when I heard this defence, I could not appreciate it. Now with 
years of experience and use, I understand how true it was. I have 
found some of the truest of my friends capable of indefensible acts. 
For me there are few truer men than V. S. Srinivasa Sastriar, 
but his actions confound me. I do not think he loves me less 
because he believes that I am leading India down to the abyss. 

And so I hope this great movement of non-co-operation has 
made it clear to thousands, as it has to me, that whilst we may 
attack measures and systems, we may not, must not, attack men. 
Imperfect ourselves, we must be tender towards others and be 
slow to impute motives. 

I therefore gladly seized the opportunity of waiting upon 
His Excellency and of assuring him that ours was a religious move- 
ment designed to purge Indian political life of corruption, deceit, 
terrorism and the incubus of white superiority. 

The reader must not be too curious. He must not believe 
the so-called ‘reports’ in the Press. The veil must remain drawn 
over the details of the conversation between the Viceroy and 
myself. But I may assure him that I explained, as fully as I knew 
how, the three claims — the Kbilafat, the Punjab, and swaraj, 
and gave him the genesis of non-co-operation. His Excellency 
heard me patiently, courteously and attentively. He appeared to me 
to be anxious to do only the right thing. We had a fall discussion 
of the burning topics as between man and man. We discussed the 
question of non-violence, and it appeared to me to be common 
cause between us. Of that I may have to write more fally later. 

But, beyond saying that we were able to understand each other, 
I am unable to say that there was more in the interview. Some 
may think with me that a mutual understanding is in itself no 
small gain. Then, in that sense, the interview was a distinct 
success. 

But at the end of all the long discussions, I am more than 
ever convinced that our salvation rests solely upon our own effort. 
His Excellency can only help or hinder. I am sanguine enough 
to think that he will help. 

We must redouble our efforts to go through our programme. 
It is clearly as follows : (1) removal of untouchability, (2) removal 
of the drink curse, (3) ceaseless introduction of the spinning-wheel, 
and the ceaseless production of khaddar, leading to an almost 
complete boycott of foreign cloth, (4) registration of Congress 
members, and (5) collection of Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
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No fierce propaganda is necessary for solidifying Hindu- 
Muslim unity and producing a still more non-violent atmosphere. 

I have put untouchability in the forefront because I observe 
a certain remissness about it. Hindu non-co-operators may not be 
indifferent about it. We may be able to right the Khilafat wrong 
but we can never reach swaraj, with the poison of untouchability 
corroding the Hindu part of the national body. Swaraj is a 
meaningless term if we desire to keep a fifth of India under per- 
petual subjection, and deliberately deny to them the fruits of 
national culture. We are seeking the aid of God in this great 
purification movement, but we deny to the most deserving among 
His creatures the rights of humanity. Inhuman ourselves, we 
may not plead before the Throne for deliverance from the in- 
humanity of others. 

I put drink second, as I feel that God has sent the movement 
to us unsought. The greatest storm rages round it. The drink 
movement is fraught with the greatest danger of violence. But 
so long as this Government persists in keeping the drink shops 
open, so long must we persist in sleeplessly warning our erring 
countrymen against polluting their lips with drink. 

The third place is assigned to the spinning-wheel, though for 
me it- is equally important with the first two. If we produce an 
effective boycott of foreign cloth during this year, we shall have 
shown cohesion, effort, concentration, earnestness, a spirit of 
nationality that must enable us to establish swaraj. 

Membership of the Congress is essential for the immense or- 
ganization required for dotting the country with the spinning- 
wheels and for the manufacture and distribution of khaddar, and 
for dispelling the fear that membership of the Congress may be 
regarded as a crime by the Government. 

The fifth item, the Tilak Swaraj Fund, perpetuates the 
memory of the soul of swaraj, and supplies us with the sinews 
of war. 

We are under promise to ourselves to collect one crore rupees, 
register one crore members and introduce twenty lakhs of spinning- 
wheels in our homes by the 30th June. We shall postpone the 
attainment of our goal, if we fail to carry out the programme 
evolved at. a largely attended meeting of the All-India Congress 
Committee, and arrived at after full consideration and debate. 

Young India, 25-5-1921 



66. THE FRONTIER FRIEND 


The Punjabis living on the Frontier 1 deserve the sympathy of 
the whole of India. They are exposed to attacks from the neigh- 
bouring tribes, they are defenceless, and from all the accounts 
received by me, the Government seem to give them little or no 
protection, and now-a-days the rule for the officers, if anyone 
complains, is to refer the complainant to the Ali Brothers and to 
me. If we had charge of the Frontier, I know what we would 
have done. We would certainly have died in the attempt to 
defend the unarmed population of the districts. We would have, 
if necessary, armed the population for self-defence. But what is more, 
we would have won over the tribesmen and turned them from 
marauding bands into trustworthy neighbours. But we have to 
take things as they are. I assume that the Hindus and the Mussul- 
mans are friendly to one another, and that no Mussulman trait- 
orously helps the tribesmen against his Hindu brother. The 
Mussul m an population this side of the Frontier is in an exceptionally 
strong position to help. 

We must not despair of the tribesmen. We have too often 
considered them to be hopeless. In my opinion, they are amen- 
able to reason. They are godfearing. They do not loot merely 
for pleasure. I believe that they are themselves coming under 
the influence of the wave of self-purification that is spreading. 

I know that the process of reforming the tribesmen is slow and 
tedious. It provides poor comfort to those that are robbed of 
their possessions or their dear ones. 

•The difficulty is to be traced to the same cause — we fear Eng- 
lishmen, and we have become slaves. We fear the tribesmen and 
we are satisfied with our slavery, we are thankful that we are pro- 
tected by the former against the latter. I cannot imagine a greater 
humiliation for a self-respecting man [than] to be dependent, for 
the safety of himself or his family, on those who he thinks prey 
upon him. I would prefer total destruction of myself and my all 
to purchasing safety at the cost of my manhood. This feeling of 
helplessness in us has really arisen from our deliberate dismissal of 
God from our common affairs. We have become atheists for all 
practical purposes. And therefore we believe that in the long run 
we must rely upon physical force for our protection. In the face of 

1 The North-West Frontier 
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physical danger, we cast all our philosophy to the winds. Our 
daily life is a negation of God. If then we would but have a little 
trust in God, i.e., ourselves, we shall find no difficulty with the 
tribesmen. Only in that case, we will have to be prepared at times 
to surrender our possessions and, under certain circumstances, our 
lives rather than our honour. We must refuse to believe that our 
neighbours are savages incapable of responding to the finer instincts 
in man. 

Thus, consistently with our self-respect, there are but two cour- 
ses open to us, to prepare in so far as we wish to defend ourselves 
however weakly against robbery and plunder, or to believe in the 
capacity of our neighbours to respond to the nobler instinct in 
man and to endeavour to reform the tribesmen. I apprehend that 
the two processes will go hand in hand. We must avoid the third 
at any cost, that is, reliance on the British bullet to protect us from 
harm. It is the surest way to national suicide. 

If my writings can reach the tribesmen, I would certainly 
urge them to leave their predatory habits. In as much as they loot 
a single man or woman, they belie the teaching of the Prophet 
whose name they prize above all others and whom they believe to 
be the messenger of the God of mercy and justice. It is the duty 
of every Mussulman and Ulema who has any influence with these 
simple men to tell them that, if they will play their part in de- 
fending Islam from impending danger, the least they can do is to 
refrain from molesting their neighbours, who have done not only 
no harm to them but who, whether they are Hindus or Mussulmans, 
are doing their best to safeguard the honour of Islam. 

Young India , 25-5-1921 

67. REPRESSION IN THE C. PI 

In each province repression is taking its own special turn. In 
the U. P. 1 2 the leaders of the movement are being generally left free. 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, the author of the circular to the kisans, 
is left untouched, but the young men who distributed the circulars 
are imprisoned, whereas in the G. P., the acknowledged leaders are 
being picked up one after another and sentenced by an obliging 
magistracy. The latest instance is that of Mr, Sundarlal. He 

1 The former Central Provinces; the major portion of the region now forms 
Madhya Pradesh State. 

2 The farmer United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, now the Uttar Pradesh 
State 
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has undoubtedly a hold on the student world which few possess 
in the C. P. His is the restraining hand, so far as violence is 
concerned. But he is a courageous and effective speaker. And there- 
fore, in the opinion of the C. P. Government, he must be put out 
of harm’s way. Here is the charge-sheet against Mr. Sundarlal: 

That you, on or about the 2nd day of March 1921, at Kharangama, 
by delivering a speech (to about 5,000 people), the substance of which was 
that the British Government in India was being carried on deliberately 
and dishonestly with the object of exploiting the country and reducing 
it to a state of abject poverty and helplessness, and that the British 
Government is responsible for epidemics, famines, destruction of trade 
and industries, and all other misfortunes of the country, which is being 
so systematically marched towards destruction, that the pledges given to 
Mohammedans have been broken by the Government, tyrannies and atro- 
cities of the worst type were practised in the Punjab, and people have 
consequently lost all their faith in the Government, and that the only 
remedy for this state of things was complete extinction of British rule in 
India, which is to be brought about by the use of the weapon of non- 
violent non-co-operation, brought or attempted to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or excited or attempted to excite disaffection towards the Gov- 
ernment established by law in British India and thereby committed an 
offence punishable under section 124A of the I.P.C. and within my 
cognizance. 

The charge is clear. It is not for violence done or intended. It 
is purely for spreading disaffection. There is practically nothing in 
the charge, which has not been repeated during the past twelve 
months from a thousand platforms. Indeed, it may be stated to be 
the creed of the non-co-operator to give voice to the popular dis- 
affection towards the Government and to spread it. Disaffection 
is the very essence of non-co-operation. It is the belief of every 
non-co-operator that the Government, meaning always the system, 
is wicked, it is one of exploitation of India’s resources, it has 
brought on unprecedented pauperism and consequently famine and 
disease. The system is responsible for India’s helplessness. The 
British ministers have undoubtedly broken their pledges to the 
Mussulnfans. This and much more every tton-co-operator does 
believe, and therefore seeks by non-co-operation to destroy the 
evil. I congratulate Mr. Sundarlal on the prosecution. Indeed, 
I envy the position occupied by him. Let the C. P. Government 
remove all the other leaders of the movement, and yet they will 
find that, as a result, the disaffection, which they would crush, is 
all the deeper and intenser for their mad -and thoughtless repres- 
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sion. The duty of the people is clear. They must go on with their 
programme of construction and thus prepare for the final triumph. 
We must keep sane in spite of the Government’s madness. 

Toung India, 25-5-1921 


68. A KARACHI PROTEST 


The Editor 
Toung India 

SIR, 

It has pained many a Karachi-ite to read your animadversions on 
Karachi in Toung India of the 4th instant, 1 Many of us feel. Sir, that 
you have unconsciously done our city an injustice. Your remarks, allu- 
ding to a local controversy about the accounts of a national school 
(and not national schools as you write) — a controversy which was the 
outcome of a pure misunderstanding of one group of honest workers by 
another group of equally honest, though a little uncharitable, servants 
of the nation — make painful reading. They cast a doubt on the honesty 
of some upright and selfless people who have sacrificed their all at the 
altar of the Motherland and who are as much above suspicion as our great 
leaders, the Ali Brothers, who, too, some time back, were the victims of 
a malicious attack by some people. In the present instance, the maligned 
gentlemen did submit their accounts at two large public meetings and 
invited all those that required further satisfaction to go to their office and 
examine their books. That matter was thought to be dead and buried, 
when it was revived by your references to it in your paper. I fear our 
adversaries will have an opportunity now to cavil at the movement more 
freely and exultantly than before. You little know, Sir, how our adver- 
saries — not the Government, nor the Anglo-Indians, but our own kith 
and kin of the Moderate Party, who are at present engaged in “out- 
heroding Herod**, — turn and twist your utterances and writings (and 
your not infrequent warnings and snubs to your followers), and how 
they detach passages out of their context, and hold up non-co-operators 
to ridicule and derision. Extracts from Hind Swaraj , your article on 
self-control 1 in sexual matters, your letter to Khalsaji, and your 
threat to go away to the Himalayas if people took to violence, all these 
are the favourite topics with which the movement and its 'adherents are 
ridiculed, and your Karachi reflections will add to their number. 


* Vide “Notes**, 4-5-1921 
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As for your disapproval of the hartal organized on the occasion of 
the Governor’s visit to Karachi and your reference to him as one of the 
best governors, I submit, Sir, that despite all that he may have done 
or not done — which Bombay or Gujarat or the rest of the Presidency 
may be thankful for, he has done little for Sind, for which Sindhis may 
join with you in your generous eulogy of him. There never was greater 
persecution, more tyranny or worse frightfulness in Sind than we have 
today. Perfectly restrained as you are, even your wonted restraint would 
have been shaken, if you had, during your brief sojourn in Sind, 
gone over to Sanjhoro, Nawabad and Thar, and heard wit^i your own 
ears from the people of those places what they had to say about the blood- 
curdling sufferings inflicted on them by the police and other Govern- 
ment servants. Thereafter, I assure you, Sir/ you would have changed 
your opinion of the Governor, with whose connivance all these frightful 
things are happening. It was this very Governor, who so far forgot 
himself as to compare the people with servants and the Government with 
masters, asking non-co-operators to do what servants ought to do when 
they are dissatisfied with the conditions of service, viz., “clear out” — clear 
out of the country. This he is reported to have said to a gathering of 
“co-operating” notables of Sind. His latest act of ‘goodness’ was 
sanctioning the prosecution of our Swami Govindanand who was subse- 
quently sentenced to five years’ transportation. May we not then respect- 
fully ask of you, Sir, what heinous sin there was in organizing a hartal 
on the occasion of his visit to Karachi to demonstrate to him that we of 
Sind were no more the dumb driven cattle of old, whom a Lawrence 
with the indulgent acquiescence of a Willingdon could frighten into sub- 
mission by his high-handedness ? That the people had their heart in the 
demonstration is borne out by the fact that the hartal was complete — 
even more complete than the great national hartals of the 6th and the 
13th. 

Karachi I am, etc., 

8th May, 1921 Girdharilal Khubchandani 

I publish the foregoing with pleasure. I have only removed 
the embellishments. I am sorry if I have done an injustice to any 
school. It is my duty to publish well-authenticated complaints 
about public institutions. No amount of misrepresentation about 
them can damage honest national enterprises.- As for the Gover- 
nor of Bombay, I gave my own impression. I am still inclined to 
think that His Excellency does not know the high-handed character 
of the doings of the Sind officials. But even if the charges against 
the Government can be established, I am unable to agree that 
we may resort to hartal every time an unpopular official visits a 
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place, I should feel sincerely sorry if the Governor passed the re- 
marks attributed to him, I have believed the Governor of Bom- 
bay to be tactful and sober, and it would be a rude shock to me 
to find that he had made the tactless and hasty remarks reported 
of him. 

Young India , 25-5-1921 


69. REPLY TO MUNICIPAL ADDRESS, SHOLAPUR * 

May 26, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi first pleaded his inability to make a speech while 
standing, and made some criticism on presenting the municipal address to 
him in English. He said it was his duty to point out such mistakes in his 
own humble way. He further stated that it would have been in consonance 
with the present spirit in India had the address been given in Marathi or in 
Hindi. The time had now come when the municipalities had transgressed 
their former barriers and they were coming forward to present addresses 
to him, and the Bareilly Municipality took the lead in this matter. As for 
the silver casket, he would like some rich man from Sholapur to come forward 
to buy it, so that he would devote the sale proceeds to the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund. He was satisfied to see that the Sholapur Municipality was doing its own 
duty. The idea that the municipalities were meant simply for cleansing the 
streets must now go and they must take their due share in the body politic. 
He closed his speech by invoking the help of God to give the Sholapur 
Municipality the strength and courage to do its duty. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 27-5-1921 


1 Gandhiji reached Sholapur by car from Pandharpur at 3.30 a.m. 
A procession was taken out and the city observed a hartal. At 9 a.m. the 
Municipality presented him with an address at Ripon Hall. 



70. TELEGRAM TO MAHADEV DESAD 


Bagalkot, 

May 27 , 1921 

Mahadeo 
Care Mathuradas 
93, Bazar Gate 
Fort, Bombay 


SUGGESTED ADDITION MAY BE MADE BEFORE BUT 
. THE PASSAGE AFTER SHOULD REMAIN, YOU MAY 
PUT “NOW” BEFORE “RECOGNIZE”. THE ADDED 


WORD HOWEVER MAY REMAIN BEFORE 
CIRCULATE TO PRESS AS ADVISED AND 
YOUR SIGNATURE AS SECRETARY 
AND SAY THAT STATEMENT WITH 

AND CIRCULATED. MOTORING BIJAPUR. 

TOMORROW AS ARRANGED. WIRE 




From a photostat of the original: S.N. 7532 


SINCERELY • 
WIRE SIMLA 
ADDITIONS MADE 
ADDITIONS SIGNED 
LEAVING BIJAPUR 
RESULT BIJAPUR. 

Gandhi 


71. REPLY TO ADDRESSES AT BIJAPUR 1 2 

May 27 , 1921 

I am glad that Mr. Gundappa was allowed to speak . 3 It is our 
duty to hear patiently the views of our opponents. I know the 
feelings of the non-Brahmins and also their cause. I do not say 
that the Brahmins are not to blame at all. Even the Brahmins do 

1 This was in reply to Mahadev Desai’s telegram of May 26/27, reading: 
Draft signed with only this modification instead of words “but we recognize 
that certain passages in our speeches are capable” words “nor did we imagine 
that any passages in our speeches were capable” substituted. And then sentence 
begins “we however sincerely”. Wire instructions express care Mathuradas. 
For the draft of the Ali Brothers’ apology, to which this referred, vide p. 93. 

2 Gandhiji reached Bijapur from Bagalkot in the evening. He addressed 
a women’s meeting, and later, a public meeting of some 12,000 people at Than- 
bowdi Maidan. Addresses were presented to him by the Municipality and the 
local Merchants’ Association. 

3 Gundappa Shabadi, a Lingayat or non- Brahmin, had earlier expressed 
his community’s grievances. 
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not claim to be faultless. The Brahmins have disregarded the 
feelings of their religion and have lost the purity of life. They 
have fallen from the high position which they once occupied and 
their degradation marked the commencement of the dow nfall 
of India. I am a non-Brahmin and I appeal to my non-Brahmin 
[friends] not to forget their religion and ideals of life because 
the present-day Brahmins have degenerated. But you may be sur- 
prised to know that it is due to the Brahmins that the non-Brah- 
mins have been conscious of the short-comings and agitating for 
their rights. The Brahmins, however fallen they may be, are 
still in the forefront of all movements, political and social. It is 
the Brahmins who exert for the uplift of the depressed classes, more 
than anybody else. Lokamanya Tilak is revered by all classes of 
people for his services to the country. One Brahmin gentleman in 
Andhra has devoted his life to the service of the untouchable classes. 
The late Mr. Gokhale 1 , Mr. Ranade 2 and the Hon’ble Mr. Sastri 
have all done splendid work for the regeneration of the backward 
classes. These are all Brahmins. I am convinced that the Brah- 
mins are known for their self-sacrifice at all times. You complain 
of the Brahmin bureaucracy. But let us compare it with the 
British bureaucracy. The latter follows “the divide and rule 
policy” and maintains its authority by the power of the sword, 
whereas the Brahmins have never resorted to the force of arms and 
they have established their superiority by sheer force of their intel- 
lect, self-sacrifice and penance. None need be jealous of their 
superiority. I appeal to my non-Brahmin brethren not to hate the 
Brahmin and not to be victims of the snares of the bureaucracy. 

The non-Brahmins are wealthy. Agriculture is in their 
hands; so also commerce. If they hanker after the public services, 
the way is made quite open to them by the non-co-operation move- 
ment. Non-co-operation is for the good of all, Brahmins and 
jaon-Brahmins alike. You say the advice to boycott schools and 
colleges may be acceptable to the Brahmins who are educated but 
will be decidedly harmful to the non-Brahmins who are still un- 
educated. You also say that I am a fine product of the modern 
education. But I must tell you that the modern education has 
made cowards of us all. Our helplessness and mutual jealousies 
are due to this education. It has developed a slave mentality in us. 

1 Gopal Krishna Gokhale (1866-1915) ; patriot, educationist and politician; 
President of the Congress, 1905; founder of the Servants of India Society 

2 Mahadev Govind Ranade (1842-1901); social reformer and author; 
J udge of the Bombay High Court. Vide also Vol. II, p. 379. 
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The qualities which you attribute to me are not certainly the 
result of this education. I have long ago freed myself from the hyp- 
notic influence of the education. I am what I am, by the study of 
my religious and eternal principles of life and such religious and 
philosophical books as the Bhagavai Gita, Mahabharata and Rama- 
rakska compiled by the Brahmins. I ask my non-Brahmin friends 
to calmly consider these things and I am sure they will be con- 
vinced of the truth of what I say. 

I and the Ali Brothers live as brothers. And I appeal to the 
two communities, Hindu and Mohammedan, to live similarly as bro- 
thers. The movement of non-co-operation is that of self-purifica- 
tion. We must get rid of the vices which eat into the vitals of our 
society. We must be ready to sacrifice our life on the altar of the 
country. We must practise non-violence at all costs. We must 
follow the noble example set by Lachhman Singh and Dulip Singh 
of the Punjab. They did not raise so much, as one finger in 
self-defence though they were strong enough to kill Mahant 
Naraindas. 

I am sorry that this district is famine-stricken. Naturally, 
therefore, you have not been able to contribute liberally to the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund. But I regret to hear that there are only 
1,400 charkhas working in the whole of the district. Gharkha is an 
insurance against famine. The 87 per cent of the population which 
live on agriculture have no other means of life in times of scar- 
city. We must therefore introduce charkha in every home. There- 
by we shall be killing two birds with one stone. Thereby the 
swadeshi industry will thrive and it will result in a complete 
boycott of foreign cloth. If we are determined to follow the path 
of non-violence and settle the Brahmin-non-Brahmin disputes 
and the Hindus and Mohammedans act towards each other in bro- 
therly love, and if the charkha finds its way into every household, 
I assure you that swaraj will be established during this year. 

Lokamanya Tilak has taught us that Home Rule is our 
birthright. 1 We need not go to schools or to the Councils to practise 
this mantra. Charkha will give us the swaraj we require. We have 
to collect 1 crore of rupees before the 30th of June. I believe it 
is not a difficult task to collect 1 crore in the name of Lokamanya 
Tilak. 

I thank you for honouring me and for the addresses of welcome 
presented by the Municipality and the merchants of Bijapur. When 
municipalities and merchants are alive to their duties, they will 

1 Tilak’s famous dictum was : “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it.” 
XX-10 
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be able to materially help us to attain swaraj and to obtain 
justice in regard to the Khilafat and the Punjab. 

The Hindu, 3-6-1921 

72. LETTER TO HASSAN IMAM 

[After May 27, 1921 ] 

DEAR FRIEND, 

I thank you for your letter 1 and enclosure 2 . You may depend 
upon my doing all I can to allay excitement and prevent trouble. 
It seems difficult for me to leave this part of India for this month 
at any rate. 

Tours sincerely, 

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 7537 


73. ADVICE TO PEOPLE OF GAYA' 

I have heard reports that many Hindus use my name in 
trying to prevent Muslims from eating meat and fish. In the fight 
of non-co-operation there is not so much as a suggestion about 
persuading people to take only vegetarian food, to say nothing of 
using compulsion for this purpose. 

It is violence, not non-violence, forcibly to prevent someone 
from eating the kind of food he likes to eat. I do not wish even to 
compel people to desist from drinking. 

In peaceful non-co-operation compulsion is forbidden. One 
who interferes with people eating what they choose to eat commits 
a crime before all men. This kind of coercion will do great harm 
to our cause. I hope, therefore, that no one will, in my name or 
in the name of ahimsa, cause obstruction to people eating and 
drinking as they want or will advocate taking away from people 
their meat and fish. 

Seizing of animals by force in a fair is forbidden. 

Mohandas Gandhi 

[From Hindi] ♦ 

Aaj, 29-5-1921 

1 Hassan Imam, in his letter of May 27, had urged Gandhiji to visit Gaya 
to prevent tension and trouble before Bakr-i-Id. 

1 This is not available. 

2 The note was sent to the District Congress Committee, Gaya,. presuma- 
bly in response to Hassan Imam’s letter; vide the preceding item. 



74. TO THE WEALTHY CLASS JJV GUJARAT 


The 30th of June is fast approaching. In Gujarat, we 
have not reached even the figure of two lakhs for the Tilak 
Swaraj Fund. Even in this, the contribution of the really wealthy 
class is very small indeed. 

Do not the wealthy people love doing their duty? And do 
they not wish to see India able to stand up and face the world? 
Do they not wish to make their contribution to filling the hungry 
stomachs of over three crores of men in the country? Is not the 
good name of India dear to them? Do they not like that India 
should throw off her slavery? Are they not in a position, if they 
so will, to take up Gujarat’s burden in a day? Is it not possible 
for the mill-owners of Ahmedabad, by themselves, to raise a con- 
tribution of Rs. 10 lakhs in a day, if they so decide? 

If they choose, they can do a lot. I hope they will make their 
contribution to the movement which is progressing apace in the 
country. 

“If we help, the Government will make things difficult for us.” 

I wish that the wealthy classes would shed this fear from their 
hearts. The days for such fear are gone. And, again, if only one 
rich man had to give, he could be intimidated; when, however, 
all agree to give, how can any of them be intimidated? 

However, fear is such a thing that, despite one’s desire to give, 
one cannot take courage to be the first to do so. Shedding fears of 
this nature should also be one of the important results of this big 
fight. It is my hope that the wealthy classes will be brave and 
take their full share in the work of national regeneration. 

Even if, however, some among the wealthy classes find it 
diffic ult to follow the dharma of fearlessness, I hope that they will 
not give up the dharma of compassion. They will certainly extend 
whatever help is possible to the famine-stricken. At the time of 
the virulent outbreak of the plague and when there was a famine 
some time ago, the wealthy classes were not found wanting. If they 
do or can do nothing else, I pray that they will, at any rate, take 
up the burden of famine relief. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 29-5-1921 



75, TO GUJARATIS LIVING OUTSIDE GUJARAT 

Gujarat has not only to meet its share of the demand made 
at Bezwada, but also to go to the help of the weaker Provinces, 
and it is for this reason that I have put down Rs. 10 lakhs as its 
quota. If Gujarat does not take up this burden, I am afraid we 
shall positively fail to collect one crore of rupees before June 30. 

Gujarat, however, has a third burden to bear. There is 
drought in some parts of it and help is needed there too. I wish 
to draw the attention of Gujaratis living outside Gujarat to all these 
three matters. Wherever they are settled, they must do their 
duty by those regions — about this there can be no argument. But 
they owe a like duty to Gujarat. If Gujarat is to contribute 
10 lakhs, it can do so only if all Gujaratis living elsewhere too 
keep Gujarat in mind. If they do, Gujarat can contribute not 
only the full amount of 10 lakhs but even more. 

Parsi and Muslim Gujaratis, if I can persuade them to do their 
duty, can by ‘themselves make up the amount of one crore. 

I wish to lay greater stress on the drought in Gujarat. At the 
time of the Orissa famine, Gujaratis had made an excellent contri- 
bution. 1 It will not be wrong, in fact, if we say that it was Guja- 
rat which met the needs of famine relief then. If so, will Gujarat 
be doing anything special if it meets such needs nearer home ? 

My appeal is also addressed to those who do not approve of 
the prevailing wind in other matters. They can contribute to the 
famine-relief fund in two ways: by contributing to the Tilak 
Swaraj Fund or, if they object to doing this, by remitting contri- 
butions exclusively for the Relief Fund. In fact, they can adopt 
any one of three different modes of contribution: (1) The money 
may be offered unconditionally — all such amounts will be credited 
to the Tilak Swaraj Fund; (2) it may be offered to the Tilak ■ 
Swaraj Fund, but earmarked for famine relief — such amounts will 
be included in the Tilak Swaraj Fund but will be used entirely 
for famine relief; and (3) it ma^ be offered exclusively for famine 
relief with the express condition that the amount is not to be inclu- 
ded in the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 

Even Government servants and others who oppose non-co- 
operation can, and I hope will, contribute freely with the proviso 


1 Vide Vol. xvrr. 
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mentioned in the third alternative. Accounts for all amounts 
received are published. All work is entrusted to vigilant secre- 
taries and treasurers. I, therefore, earnestly entreat Gujaratis to 
banish every fear and send in their contributions. 

It will be some time before this letter is in the hands of 
Indians living in East Africa, Japan, England and other places. 
Hence I appeal to persons living in Gujarat and having relations 
residing in other countries to send cables to those of them as reside 
in the countries mentioned above. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 29-5-1921 


76. MY MOTES 
Pilgrimage to Maharashtra 

A visit to the province in which Lokamanya Tilak Maharaj 
was born, the province which has produced heroes in the modern 
age, which gave Shivaji and in which Ramdas and Tukaram 
flourished, is for me nothing less than a pilgrimage. I have always 
believed that Maharashtra, if it wills, can do anything. Its scepti- 
cism, however, is ever a cause of grief to me. I always feel that 
the province in which the best work can be done has done the least. 
I gather that the workers in Maharashtra hold the same view. 
After leaving Simla, I went to Kalka and then to Ambala. From 
there I proceeded to Khandwa in the Central Provinces and 
thence to Bhusaval, Sangamner and Yeola. I am writing these 
notes on my way to Kurduwadi. For going there, one has to go 
from Yeola to Dhond and change trains there. As our train 
arrived late at Dhond and the connecting train had already left, 
I got some experience of Dhond as well. I felt that the masses 
everywhere had the same faith but there were not enough wor- 
kers. People lack capacity for organization, there is no end to 
noise and bustle and they get crowds of people to fill station plat- 
forms. As for the result, however, I found it poor in Bhusaval, 
Sangamner and Yeola at any rate, though the people who Had invi- 
ted me to these places were capable workers. 

Where have we now the time for all this fuss and shouts of 
victory and bending to touch my feet in reverence? If we can 
spare time to go to station platforms, why not spend it in plying 
the spinning-wheel? Why not use it in collecting contributions 
to the National Fund? Do we not have to enrol a large number 
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of Congress members? The position now is that we shall be able 
to complete the programme before the end of June, as decided, 
only if we work round the clock. Though two months have elapsed, 
we have not done even two-thirds of the work, not even one-half. 

If we fail to complete the programme of work by the end of 
June, it will only show that our will and capacity to win swaraj 
are not great. 

The collections at Bhusaval and Sangamner could be taken 
as on the whole satisfactory, but at Yeola, I must say, the collec- 
tions came almost to nothing. Yeola is a rich town. It has Guja- 
rati business men settled there for the last 200 years and yet 
the amount collected there for the Tilak Swaraj Fund was the 
smallest. It is true, of course, that one person alone in Yeola gave 
Rs. 20,000 for a national school. But, then, negotiations for the 
donation had been going on for a long time. The donor, besides, 
is well known for his charitable disposition. For the Tilak Fund, 
however, contributions were to be collected from the general 
public. The total collections from all, men and women, must 
have come hardly to Rs. 300, while a small village near Yeola, 
which we passed on the way, gave the same amount. 

In a Dilemma 

At Yeola I was in a serious dilemma. I was called there spe- 
cially to receive the Rs. 20,000 mentioned above and to open the 
national school. We arrived at Yeola at 10 p.m. A public 
meeting was held at the dead of night, at 1 a.m. I was tired beyond 
words. After a whole day’s journey by car, I had to keep awake. 
At the meeting, I talked of the national school. While there, I 
heard that they were going to teach English in the school even this 
year. To be sure, I was not happy to have to inaugurate such a 
school but, after expressing my views about teaching English, I 
said a few words about the starting of the school. I swallowed this 
one bitter draught. The following day was my sacred day of silence, 
but I had agreed, all the same, to go and open the school with- 
out speaking. And now I learnt that untouchables were not to be 
admitted to the school. I have inaugurated many schools but I 
had not, during this year at any rate, inaugurated a single one like 
this. I had to send word to the managers of the school that I 
could not go to inaugurate a school of this type, and the result was 
that I did not. I was faced, in Karachi, with a similar difficulty 
about inaugurating a swadeshi store. It was stocked with all 
maimer of goods and so I had to refuse to inaugurate it in the same 
way that I refused to inaugurate the school. I should not be asked 
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to associate myself with any activities which obstruct the non-co- 
operation programme or anything else on which I hold strong 
views. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 29-5-1921 


77. SPEECH AT MASS MEETING , BOMBAY 1 

May 29 , 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi at the outset regretted very much that they had to sit 
there since 4 o’clock but he was not to be blamed for the delay, as he had been 
told that the meeting would begin at 7.30 p.m. All his time was at the disposal 
of the people and he kept nothing for himself. 

The present was no time for meetings in this land; it was time for solid 
action. They might have known that he had been living for about six days 
in Simla and he wanted to tell them at once that he had not gone to see the 
Viceroy for the purpose of getting anything. Pandit Malaviya had asked him 
to go to Simla, and his friend Mr. Andrews also told him that the Viceroy 
wanted to see him. Therefore, he went to see the Viceroy and what happened 
there was this. He had told the Viceroy everything that he wanted to say 
and Lord Reading had heard him with great patience, kindness and calmness. 
He had already written in Young India all that had taken place there. 2 The 
Viceroy and he came to know each other better now. And after the interview 
the Viceroy knew what the speaker wanted to attain by means of non- 
co-operation. 

The destiny of Indians was in their own hands; theirs was a plain and 
simple duty — they had to be non-violent; they had to stand united— Mohamme- 
dans and Hindus. They had to introduce twenty lakhs of charkhas. They had 
to get one crore of members for the Congress and they had to collect a crore 
of rupees for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. All these things had to be done before 
the end of June. He was extremely sorry that what was expected of them dur- 
ing the two months had not been accomplished by then, and they themselves 
were to be blamed for that. It was due to their own want of efforts that they 
had not advanced very much in their programme. If they could not even ac- 
complish the work set before them by the Congress, how was it possible for 
them to attain swaraj, and how was it possible to set right their Khilafat and 
Punjab wrongs? He had great hopes that they would not fail in their duty 

1 Under the auspices of the “F 5 * Ward Congress Committee and the Matunga 
Residents* Association, a mass meeting was held at Matunga, a suburb of Nor- 
thern Bombay, at about 7.30 p.m. 

2 Vide “The Simla Visit**, 25-5-1921. 
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and he earnestly prayed to God that they might be given sufficient strength to 
do their duty by their Motherland. 

What he wanted of them was that everyone of them brothers and sisters 
should be a member of the Congress organization. If, on account of fear or 
any selfish motives, they did not become members of the Congress, they would 
never be fit for swaraj. If they were not prepared to collect one crorc of rupees 
for the sake of swaraj, how could they ever get swaraj? If they were unable 
to gather one crore of rupees together for the sake of swaraj, how could they fit 
themselves for swaraj ? If they were unable to get this amount together, then 
they would not and should not get swaraj as they were unfit for it. Just consi- 
der how much money was wasted in this city over theatres, cinemas, and other 
sorts of enjoyments, and how much in drinks in this wide country. Nearly 
seventy crores of rupees were spent this very year in drink. If they were able to 
spend so much money over their vices, could they not get a crore of rupees 
for swaraj? He would not be content to take the individual share of each 
man in India which came to about two pice each. They had to collect one 
crorc of rupees knd it was their bounden duty to do so. He was sure that 
Bombay alone was capable of giving that large amount to the Fund. 

He had that moment received a sum of Rs. 231 from Mauritius merchants 
which showed that their brethren in distant lands were with them in their desire 
for swaraj. That very day his friend, Parsi Rustomji Ghorkhodu had given 
him Rs. 12,000 for introducing charkhas in this land. There was a bright 
example for them to follow. They had only one month remaining to do their 
duty by their country. He appealed to Bombay which was always in the fore- 
front of all movements in this country. They had given the largest sum for 
the Jallianwala Fund, and Bombay was capable of giving a large sum to the 
Tilak Fund. Lokamanya Tilak had told them that swaraj was their birthright 
and they had to win it. If they were once determined to get swaraj— all the 30 
crores of them — who could resist their united demand? It was not an impossible 
thing for them to get together one crore of rupees. 

He was extremely sorry that they in Matunga had been able to collect 
only Rs. 5,000 for the Swaraj Fund. Were they going to deceive themselves 
that they were doing their duty by collecting such a small amount? Or were 
they going to deceive their country that they had done their duty by it? At 
the end of June, they would be offered a test and he hoped they would pass the 
test successfully on that day. He appealed to the residents of Matunga to 
give of their best towards the Swaraj Fund. 

They could not very well say that they had no money to spare. Did they 
not spend lavishly and all that they could when they wanted to marry their 
sons or daughters? Or did they spare their money when they required any- 
thing for themselves? The present was the time for India’s marriage and they 
had to give all they could spare for that purpose. They had not to consider 
how much sum they had to collect. What he wanted was that every one of 
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them should give his best for swaraj. No woman had any right to wear any 
ornament — more than was required by their religion — at the present time. 
Women should follow the example of Sita when she followed Ramachandra. 
She had then discarded all her ornaments, and that is what Indian women 
should do now. Did they want Ramarajya , then let them give their ornaments 
to the Fund? Peculiarly were women fit for such movements; they were capable 
of greater efforts than even men and therefore he appealed to them. If women 
wanted foreign clothes, ornaments, French and Japanese silks, Manchester 
calicoes, how could they get swaraj? Could they not give up those things for 
the sake of their country and wear plain khaddar ? Many of their countrymen 
went without proper clothing, and he wanted every one of them to be clothed 
decently. People, therefore, must consider that khaddar was the best and 
holiest of cloth. They had to start a spinning-mill in each household, and how 
was it possible to do this, except by introducing the charkha? He did not 
want big mills to grind down their men and women. Indians must consider 
it a sin to wear foreign clothes and that it was a most improper thing to do. 
Until they considered that khaddar was a holy cloth they would never attain 
swaraj. As long as they could not produce finer qualities of cloth, they had to 
be content with the khaddar. There was nothing better, nothing pure and 
nothing more beautiful than khaddar made of yarn spun by their sisters and 
brothers. They had to do all these things to right their Khilafat wrongs and 
the wrongs of Punjab. 

He hoped that dharma had not entirely disappeared from this city. He 
thought that the people of Bombay were fond of luxuries and ease and finery; 
that they wanted the good things of this world. But they were not sinful. For 
the sake of swaraj they had to give up all those things. They had to give up 
the cinema, the theatre and the grog shop. They must also give up all kinds 
of vices, adultery. Everyone must consider that every woman, other than one’s 
wife, was one’s sister or mother. He prayed to God that He would give them 
sufficient strength and courage to do their duty by their country in its moment 
of need. Before hearing Mrs. Naidu, he asked them to give liberally to the Tilak 
Fund . 1 

You must be eager to know the outcome of [my visit to] 
Simla. But I did not go there to get anything. I went there at the 
request of the Hon’ble Mr. Malaviya and I explained to the Viceroy 
my point of view. He listened quietly, patiently and courteously 
to everything I said and the only result was that we came to know 
each other and I could explain to him what it was we desired 
through non-co-operation. Actually, however, it is for us to secure 
results. 

1 This has been reproduced from The Bombay Chronicle - What follows is 
the Gujarati version of the speech published in Gujarati . 
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We have to do our duty. We have to collect one crore of" 
rupees by June 30 and introduce in the country 20 lakh spinning- 
wheels. 

I have a right to ask you, and do ask, what you have done. 
If we cannot ensure the performance of our own duty, how can 
we become fit for swaraj? I have enough faith in the people of 
India and in God’s grace to be sure that we shall succeed in the 
task we have undertaken. I wish to see how much you do. First 
of all, be fearless. If we are not ready to sacrifice one crore of rupees 
in memory of Tilak Maharaj, if we do not have enough honest 
men to collect this sum, how can we become fit for swaraj? A lot 
of money is wasted over plays, cinemas, etc. If Bombay decides, it 
can by itself give a crore of rupees. Everyone should consider 
the maximum that he can give for the sake of the country. A 
business establishment in Mauritius has sent me Rs. 251. Mr. Rus- 
tomji Ghorkhodu has sent a cheque for Rs. 12,000 from Africa. 
In the matter of giving money, Bombay stands first. Even for the 
Jallianwala Bagh Fund, the largest contribution was Bombay’s. 
Wealth comes to Bombay and people can give of it with a free 
hand. 

It is not a big thing for 30 crore people to secure the reins of 
power in their own hands, but at the moment I shall not go much 
into that question. Matunga has collected Rs. 5,000, but I cannot 
be pleased with only so much. You spend so liberally on your 
sons’ or daughters’ marriages. Now you arc called upon to put 
a crown on India. This is, indeed, an occasion when none other 
than the country is being married. Eighty lakhs still remain to be 
collected. Women should give away all ornaments except those 
symbolic of their married status. The country will prosper if the 
women follow dharma. If they want foreign cloth, how can we 
prosper? 

Self-sufficiency in food and clothing — this is what swaraj 
means.. Our mills do not produce enough cloth. Mill-cloth should 
be available to those who go without clothes at present. The 
real meaning of swaraj is that every poor person in the coun- 
try must have food and clothing, and for this we must understand 
the nobility of khadi, introduce the spinning-wheel into every 
home and tell ourselves that it is sacrilege to wear anything ex- 
cept khadi. When khadi spreads everywhere, the religion of truth 
will be established in the country. Even if the cloth woven from 
the yam spun by our sisters is too heavy, we should be happy 
wearing it. If you follow the advice I have given, swaraj is not 
far off. 
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However much Bombay may be given to luxury and comfort, 
its heart is tender and, when occasion demands, it is ready to run 
to the succour of the afflicted. A time will also come when liquor 
and other pleasures will have disappeared and the people of Bom- 
bay will love a pure and virtuous life. In conclusion, I shall only 
say: you, people of Bombay, should give as much as you can . 1 

The Bombay Chronicle , 30-5-1921 and Gujarati , 5-6-1921 


78. NOTES 
The Afghan Alarm 

It must be a matter of surprise to many people, as it is to me, 
that Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal 2 should be alarmed at the Afghan cry 
raised in interested quarters. He is a believer in full swaraj, and 
I venture to suggest to Mr. Pal that we cannot establish swaraj 
in India, till we rid ourselves of the feeling of helplessness. Swaraj 
means our preparedness to deal with the Afghan and every other 
menace in our country. The whole scheme of non-co-operation is 
based on trusting other people, and if they prove untrustworthy, 
on our being prepared to meet their deceit by self-suffering. I re- 
mind Mr. Pal of what he truly said at Allahabad at the Hindu- 
Mohammedan Conference in reply to Dr. Sapru 3 , that the same 
power of combination, resourcefulness and suffering that would 
end the present system of slavery would enable us to deal with 
every other system of a similar nature. 

Pan-Islamism, which Mr. Pal fears, is an admirable doctrine 
in so far as a Mussulman wishes the solidarity of all Muslim states. 
It would be a dangerous doctrine, if it were to mean a combina- 
tion of Islamic powers for the purpose of exploiting the world or 
converting it to Islam by force. No sane Mussulman of my ac- 
quaintance has ever entertained the latter idea. The world Js grow- 
ing sick of the domination of brute force. 

I assure Mr. Pal that I do not believe in flirtation with any 
sentiment. I reject those that are bad, and hug those that are good. 


1 At the conclusion of the meeting, Sarojini Naidu along with volunteers 
went round and collected cash contributions and ornaments from the women. 

2 1858-1932 ; educationist, journalist, orator and political leader of Bengal 

3 Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru (1875-1 949) ; jurist and Liberal leader; represented 
the Government of India at the Round Table Conferences in 1930, 1931 
and 1932 
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I do not believe that serious Mussulmans will welcome Afghan 
rule any more than serious Hindus would. In writing my article 
on “The Afghan Bogey”, I was minded only to defend the correct 
position of a comrade, and to warn India against being frightened 
by the interested cry. 

I totally dissent from Mr. Pal’s view that the event of an Afghan 
invasion, or even the mere circulation of a rumour of such invasion 
will incite a very large part of our Muslim population to lawless- 
ness, if not to open “revolt”. On the contrary it is my firm belief 
that the Mussulmans have too much at stake today — the honour 
of their religion — to do any such foolish act. As Maulana Shau- 
kat Ali has said so often, the Mussulmans are too shrewd to mix 
up violence with non-violence. Mr. Pal has done a grave injustice 
to the Hindus by attributing to “a very large proportion” of Hindus 
“a desire to settle their own account with the Mohammedans”. 
He has, I venture to assure him, entirely misread the Hindu 
mind. The Hindus are as much in earnest about the cow, as the 
Mussulmans about the Khilafat. And the former know that they 
cannot save the cow — the cherished dream of every Hindu — with- 
out the goodwill of the latter. I promise that the Hindus will for- 
, get every wrong done in the past by every Mussulman when the 
latter helps them to save the cow as I know every Mussulman will 
feel eternally grateful to the Hindus if he finds that he has retrieved 
the honour of Islam by their voluntary aid. 

I deny in toto the truth of the proposition laid down by Mr. Pal: 
that Muslims and Hindus would welcome an Afghan invasion. The 
protests that have been made against the supposed intentions of 
Maulana Mahomed Ali are surely enough to convince anybody 
that India will not tolerate an Afghan invasion. 

Mr. Pal suggests that if the Amir invades and if we do not aid 
the Government, there can only be a revolution. I venture to sug- 
gest another alternative. If India as a non-co-operating India 
does not assist, the Government will make terms with the people. 
I do not consider the British people to be so utterly devoid of com- 
mon sense or resourcefulness as to leave India, rather than come 
to terms with her and heal the Khilafat and the Punjab wounds. 
That India does not yet possess the power to command attention 
I know only too well. I have simply suggested a contingent alter- 
native. 

Mr. Pal sees a difference between Lalaji’s 1 and my declaration 
at Simla and our previous declarations. I know, none — neither 


1 The reference is to Lala Lajpat Rai. 
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Lalaji nor I — has ever welcomed an Afghan invasion. But I 
gladly lay down my own position in categorical terms. 

(1) I do not believe that the Afghans want to invade India. 

(2) I believe that the Government is fully prepared to meet 
an Afghan invasion. 

(3) I am sorry to confess that if there was an Afghan inva- 
sion, every Raja and Maharaja will render unconditional assistance 
to the Government. 

(4) I believe, too, that we as a people are still so demoralized, 
diffident and distrustful of Afghan intentions, and Hindus and 
Mussalmans of one another, that many would in mere panic rush 
to the help of the Government and thus still further strengthen the 
chain that binds India. 

(5) In theory, it is possible to distinguish between an inva- 
sion of India and an invasion of the British Government for the 
purpose of the Khilafat. In practice, I do not believe in the Afghans 
invading India to embarrass the Government, and being able in 
the event of being successful to resist the temptation of esta- 
blishing a kingdom in India. 

(6) In spite of such belief, I hold it to be contrary to the 
faith of a non-co-operator to render unconditional assistance to a 
Government which he seeks to end or mend. 

(7) A handful of conscientious objectors may make no im- 
pression on the then current of events, but they will sow the 
seed for raising a manly India. 

(8) I would rather see India perish at the hands of Afghans 
than purchase freedom from Afghan invasion at the cost of her 
honour. To have India defended by an unrepentant Govern- 
ment that keeps the Khilafat and the Punjab wounds still bleed- 
ing, is to sell India’s honour. 

(9) My faith, however, in the British nation is such that 
when we have shown sufficient strength of purpose, and undergone 
enough measure of self-sacrifice, the British people will respond 
fully. My reading of history is that they do not yield to justice 
pure and simple. It is too abstract for their ‘common sense’. But 
they are far-seeing enough to respond to justice when it is allied 
with force. Whether it is brute force or soul-force, they do not 
mind. 

(10) It is the duty of every non-co-operator to let the Afghans 
know that he believes in the capacity of non-co-operation to restore 
the Khilafat to the pre-war status, and that India does not want 
their armed intervention, that non-co-operators would appreciate 
their refusal to enter into any deal with the British Government 
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for holding India in subjection, and that India has none but the 
friendliest feelings for her neighbours. 

English Learning 

Elsewhere the reader will see my humble endeavour in reply 1 
to Dr. Tagore’s 2 criticism of non-co-operation. I have since read 
his letter to the Manager of Shantiniketan. I am sorry to observe 
that the letter is written in anger and in ignorance of facts. The 
Poet was naturally incensed to find that certain students in London 
would not give a hearing to Mr. Pearson 3 , one of the truest of 
Englishmen, and he became equally incensed to learn that I had 
told our women to stop English studies. The reasons for my ad- 
vice the Poet evidently inferred for himself. 

How much better it would have been if he had not imputed 
the rudeness of the students to non-co-operation, and had re- 
membered that non-co-operators worship Andrews, honour 
Stokes, and gave a most respectful hearing to Messrs Wedgwood, 
Ben Spoor and Holford Knight at Nagpur, that Maulana Mahomed 
Ali accepted the invitation to tea of an English official when he 
invited him as a friend, that H^kim Ajmal Khan 4 , a staunch non-co- 
operator had the portraits of Lord and Lady Hardinge unveiled 
in his Tibbia College and had invited his many English friends to 
witness the ceremony. How much better it would have been if he 
had refused to allow the demon [of] doubt to possess him for one mo- 
ment, as to the real and religious character of the present movement, 
and had believed that the movement was altering the meaning of 
old terms, nationalism and patriotism, and extending their scope. 

If he, with a poet’s imagination, had seen that I was incapable 
of wishing to cramp the mind of the Indian woman, and I could not 
object to English learning as such, and recalled the fact that 
throughout my life I had fought for the fullest liberty for women, 
he would have been saved the injustice which he has done me, 
and which, I know, he would never knowingly do to an avowed 
enemy. The Poet does not know perhaps that English is today 
studied because of its commercial and so-called political value. 
Our boys think, and rightly in the present circumstances, that with- 

1 Vide the following item. 

2 Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1 941) ; poet and author; was awarded Nobel 
Prize for literature in 1913; founder of Santiniketan, now a university 

3 W. W. Pearson; had worked as a missionary in Bengal; an associate of 
C- F. Andrews; sometime teacher at Santiniketan 

4 1865-1927; eminent Muslim physician and politician who took a leading 
part in the Khilafat Movement; President, Indian National Congress, 1921-22 
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out English they cannot get Government service. Girls are taught 
English as a passport to marriage. I know several instances of 
women wanting to learn English so that they may be able to talk to 
Englishmen in English. I know husbands who are sorry that their 
wives cannot talk to them and their friends in English. I know 
families in which English is being made the mother tongue. Hun- 
dreds of youths believe that without a knowledge of English, free- 
dom for India is practically impossible. The canker has so eaten 
into the society that, in many cases, the only meaning of education 
is a knowledge of English. All these are for me signs of our slavery 
and degradation. It is unbearable to me that the vernaculars 
should be crushed and starved as they have been. I cannot tole- 
rate the idea of parents writing to their children, or husbands 
writing to their wives, not in their own vernaculars but in English. 

I hope I am as great a believer in free air as the great Poet. I do 
not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows 
to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all the lands to be blown 
about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse to be blown' off 
my feet by any. I refuse to live in other people’s houses as an inter- 
loper, a beggar or a slave. I refuse to put the unnecessary strain 
of learning English upon my sisters for the sake of false pride or 
questionable social advantage. I would have our young men 
and young women with literary tastes to learn as much of English 
and other world languages as . they like, and then expect them to 
give the benefits of their learning to India and to the world, like 
a Bose, a Roy or the Poet himself. But I would not have a single 
Indian to forget, neglect or be ashamed of his mother-tongue, or to 
feel that he or she cannot think or express the best thoughts in his 
or her own vernacular. Mine is not a religion of the prison- 
house. It has room for the least among God’s creation. But it 
is proof against insolence, pride of race, religion or coljur. I am 
extremely sorry for the Poet’s misreading of this great movement 
of reformation, purification and patriotism spelt humanity. If he 
will be patient, he will find no cause for sorrow or shame for 
his countrymen. I respectfully warn him against mistaking 
its excrescences for the movement itself. It is as wrong to judge 
non-co-operation by the students’ misconduct in London or Male- 
gaon’s in India, as it would be to judge Englishmen by the Dyers 
or the O’Dwyers. 

The Brothers’ Apology 

The brief statement made by the Ali Brothers about some of 
their speeches will, I know, give rise to adverse criticism in whispers 
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if not in public. It is best therefore to understand the apology. I 
am unable just now to go into the whole of the genesis, but I can 
safely inform the public that, as soon as some friends brought pas- 
sages in some of their speeches to my notice, I felt that they sound- 
ed harsh and seemed to be capable of being interpreted to mean 
incitement to violence. The air was thick with rumours of their 
arrest. No non-co-operator can afford to go to prison on a false 
issue, certainly not on a denial of his faith, i.e., non-violence. I 
felt at once that I should draw their attention to the passages, and 
advise them to make a statement clearly defining their position. 
In the heat of the moment one is likely to use language which 
may bear a meaning never intended. When one disregards the 
fear of the law and fears only one’s own conscience, one has to be 
doubly careful. But all the care in the world would sometimes 
fail to prevent a slip. The Ali Brothers carry a big burden on their 
shoulders. The prestige of Islam, in so far as they are responsible 
for it, will be measured by the credit they acquire for the most 
scrupulous regard for truth and honesty in their dealings, and humi- 
lity and courage of the highest order in their bearing. My 
‘alliance’ with them, as our friendship has been called, is based 
upon my belief in their strict honesty, frankness, fearlessness, cou- 
rage and humility. I know that they are among much maligned 
men in India. All kinds of motives are attributed to them. They 
are said to be making me their easy tool. Time, I am sure, will 
disprove all these charges. But it was necessary that no hasty 
expression of theirs was used against them to damage their cha- 
racter or good faith. Nothing can be more hurtful to an honour- 
able man than that he should be accused of bad faith. It was in 
order to safeguard them, in so far as it lay in their power, against 
any such imputation, that I advised them to make the statement 
now published. In my opinion, by making it they have raised 
the tone and prestige of the Khilafat struggle they are leading. 
They have set an example to other workers. We are not to seek 
imprisonment out of bravado. The gaol is the gateway to liberty 
and honour, when innocence finds itself in it. The statement is 
a warning to all of us, that we who are fighting the- battle for free- 
dom and truth, must be most exact in our language. It would not 
be a bad thing to read our speeches or not to make any at all. 
One of the noblest of Mussulmans has imposed this restraint on him- 
self. Maulana Abdul Bari 1 is highly sensitive, and can be betrayed 

1 1838-1936; Nationalist Muslim divine of Lucknow, who took active part 
in. the Khilafat Movement and urged his followers to refrain from cow-slaughter 
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into using under excitement language which he would not use in 
cooler moments, and which he often does not mean. At the sug- 
gestion of friends he has therefore undertaken as a rule not to 
speak in public at all. I cite this great example for all of us to 
follow. The Ali Brothers, by their frank statement, have given 
the guidance. We must not speak, but if we must, we must weigh 
our words well, lest we say thoughtlessly what we do not mean, 
and thereby hurt the cause we represent. 

More Parsi Generosity 

Mr. Rustomji Jivanji Ghorkhodu of South Africa has cabled 
me Rs. 12,000 for the purpose of distributing spinning-wheels 
among the famine-stricken people of Gujarat. The reader will 
recall his munificent donation of Rs. 40,000 for schools. This dona- 
tion has come in time, because the Famine Committee was hard 
pressed to meet the want. I hope that those who may not wish to 
subscribe to the Tilak Swaraj Fund as being for a political pur- 
pose will not hesitate to copy Mr. Rustomji’s noble example and 
help the Famine Insurance Fund. 

Young India, 1-6-1921 


79. THE POETS ANXIETY 

The Poet of Asia, as Lord Hardinge called Dr. Tagore, is fast 
becoming, if he has not already become, the Poet of the world. In- 
creasing prestige has brought to him increasing responsibility. His 
greatest service to India must be his poetic interpretation of 
India’s message to the world. The Poet is therefore sincerely an- 
xious that India should deliver no false or feeble message in her 
name. He is naturally jealous of his country’s reputation. He says 
he has striven hard to find himself in tune with the present move- 
ment. He confesses that he is baffled. He can find nothing for his 
lyre in the din and the bustle of non-co-operation. In three force- 
ful letters 1 he has endeavoured to give expression to his misgivings, 
and he has come to the conclusion that non-co-operation is not 
dignified enough for the India of his vision, that it is a doctrine of 
negation and despair. He fears that it is a doctrine of separation, 
exclusiveness, narrowness and negation. 

No Indian can feel \anything but pride in the Poet’s exqui- 
site jealousy of India’s honour. It is good that he should have 
sent to us his misgivings in language at once beautiful and clear. 

1 Vide Appendix IV. , 

XX-11 
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In all humility I shall endeavour to answer the Poet’s doubts. 

I may fail to convince him or the reader who may have been touch- 
ed by his eloquence, but I would like to assure him and India 
that non-co-operation in conception is not any of the things he 
fears, and he need have no cause to be ashamed of his country for 
having adopted non-co-operation. If in actual application, it 
appears in the end to have failed, it will be no more the fault of 
the doctrine than it would be of Truth if those who claim to 
apply it in practice do not appear to succeed. Non-co-operation 
may have come in advance of its time. India and the world 
must then wait, but there is no choice for India save between 
violence and non-co-operation. 

Nor need the Poet fear that non-co-operation is intended to 
erect a Chinese Wall between India and the West. On the con- 
trary, non-co-operation is intended to pave the way to real, 
honourable and voluntary co-operation based on mutual respect 
and trust. The present struggle is being waged against compulsory 
co-operation, against one-sided combination, against the armed 
imposition of modern methods of exploitation masquerading under 
the name of civilization. 

Non-co-operation is a protest against an unwitting and unwill- 
ing participation in evil. 

The Poet’s concern is largely about the students. He is of opi- 
nion that they should not have been called upon to give up Gov- 
ernment schools before they had other schools to go to. Here I 
must differ from him. I have never been able to make a fetish 
of literary training. My experience has proved to my satisfaction 
that literary training by itself adds not an inch to one’s moral 
height and that character-building is independent of literary 
training. I am firmly of opinion that the Government schools 
have unmanned us, rendered us helpless and godless. They have 
filled us with discontent, and, providing no remedy for the discon- 
tent, have made us despondent. They have made us what we 
were intended to become — clerks and interpreters. A Govern- 
ment builds its prestige upon the apparently voluntary association 
of the governed. And if it was wrong to co-operate with the 
Government in keeping us slaves, we were bound to begin with 
those institutions in which our association appeared to be most 
voluntary. The youth of a nation are its hope. I hold that as soon 
as we discovered , that the system of government was wholly, or 
mainly, evil, it became sinful for us to associate our children with it. 

It is no argument against the soundness of the proposition 
laid down by me, that the vast majority of the students went back 
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after the first flash of enthusiasm. Their recantation is proof 
rather of the extent of our degradation than of the wrongness of the 
step. Experience has shown that the establishment of national 
schools has not resulted in drawing many more students. The 
strongest and the truest of them came out without any national 
schools to fall back upon, and I am convinced that these first with- 
drawals are rendering service of the highest order. 

But the Poet’s protest against the calling out of the boys is really 
a corollary to his objection to the very doctrine of non-co-operation. 
He has a horror of everything negative. His whole soul seems to 
rebel against the negative commandments of religion. I must give 
his objection in his own inimitable language. “R. in support of the 
present movement has often said to me that passion for rejection 
is a stronger power in the beginning than the acceptance of an 
ideal. Though I know it to be a fact, I cannot take it as a truth. 

. . . Brahmavidya in India has for its object mukti, emancipation, 
while Buddhism has Nirvana, extinction. Mukti draws our atten- 
tion to the positive and Nirvana to the negative side of truth. There- 
fore, he emphasized the fact of dukha, misery which had to be 
avoided and the Brahmavidya emphasized the fact of ananda, joy 
which had to be attained.” In these and kindred passages the 
reader will find the key to the Poet’s mentality. In my humble 
opinion, rejection is as much an ideal as the acceptance of a 
thing. It is as necessary to reject untruth as it is to accept truth. 
All religions teach that two opposite forces act upon us and that 
the human endeavour consists in a series of eternal rejections and ac- 
ceptances. Non-co-operation with evil is as much a duty as co- 
operation with good. I venture to suggest that the Poet has done 
an unconscious injustice to Buddhism in describing Nirvana as 
merely a negative state. I make bold to say that mukti, eman- 
cipation, is as much a negative state as Nirvana. Emancipation from 
or extinction of the bondage of the flesh leads to ananda (eter- 
nal bliss). Let me close this part of my argument by drawing at- 
tention to the fact that the final word of the Upanishads 
( Brahmavidya ) is Not. Neti was the best description the authors of 
the Upanishads were able to find for Brahman. 

I therefore think that the Poet has been unnecessarily alarmed 
at the negative aspect of non-co-operation. We had lost the 
power of saying ‘no’. It had become disloyal, almost sacrilegious, 
to say ‘no’ to the Government. This deliberate refusal to co-ope- 
rate is like the necessary weeding process that a cultivator has to 
resort to before he sows. Weeding is as necessary to agriculture 
as sowing. Indeed, even whilst the crops are growing, the weed- 
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ing fork, as every husbandman knows, is an instrument almost of 
daily use. The nation’s non-co-operation is an invitation to the 
Government to co-operate with it on its own terms as is every 
nation’s right and every good government’s duty. Non-co-opera- 
tion is the nation’s notice that it is no longer satisfied to be in 
tutelage. The nation has taken to the harmless (for it), natural 
and religious doctrine of non-co-operation in the place of the 
unnatural and irreligious doctrine of violence. And if India is 
ever to attain the swaraj of the Poet’s dream, she will do so only 
by non-violent non-co-operation. Let him deliver his message 
of peace to the world, and feel confident that India through her 
non-co-operation, if she remain true to her pledge, will have ex- 
emplified his message. Non-co-operation is intended to give the 
very meaning to patriotism that the Poet is yearning after. An 
India prostrate at the feet of Europe can give no hope to huma- 
nity. An India awakened and free has a message of peace and good- 
will to a groaning world. Non-co-operation is designed to supply 
her with a platform from which she will preach the message. 

Young India , 1-6-1921 


80. KHILAFAT AND NON-VIOLENCE 

Mr. Vaze of the Servant of India has referred me to the article 
of Mr. Zacharias in his weekly of 5th May last, and asked me to 
consider the Khilafat from the point of view suggested by the 
writer. Mr. Zacharias thus puts the question in his elaborate 
article: 

How could one find an apostle of the principle of ahimsa upholding its 
very contradiction, — the principle of the Khilafat? I am not concerned 
with the truth-value of either the Khilafat or the ahimsa principle. But 
I do say that the one excludes the other; the one thing X do plead' for 
and most earnestly is clear thinking on the part of cither side to this 
problem. It is muddled thinking and the consequent slide into compromise 
that is responsible for disaster in the recent history of mankind more than 
any other factor. 

After instancing ex-President Wilson’s fall, the writer goes on: 

Will the great satyagrahi of the East heed the warning? Will he be 
faithful to his whole life? . . . Will he not remain true to himself rather 
than compromise himself, for the sake even of so precious a thing as 
Hindu-Muslim friendship is, with this antithesis of his, the principle of 
Khilafat? 
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This fervent appeal requires a restatement of my position 
regarding the Khilafat. I would be false to my whole life if, even 
for securing Hindu-Muslim unity, I compromised the principle 
of non-violence for which I do claim to stand. It was only when I 
found that the Mussulman claim was just from every point of view 
that I plunged myself into it. For me it was a chance of a life- 
time. I felt that if I could but show my loyalty to my Mussulman 
countrymen in the hour of their trial, I would be able to secure 
everlasting friendship between the two great communities. Any- 
way I felt that the attempt was worth making. I could not con- 
ceive the possibility of having a free India without a real friend- 
ship between the two. 

But, argues Mr. Zacharias, the Khilafat is based on force. 
The Khilafat is the earthly representative of Islam pledged to de- 
fend it even with the sword. And how can I, a believer in non- 
violence, fight to sustain an institution that is permitted to resort 
to physical force for its defence? 

Mr. Zacharias is right in his description of the Khilafat. He is 
wrong in his estimate of the function of a votary of non-violence. A 
believer in non-violence is pledged not to resort to violence or 
physical force either directly or indirectly in defence of anything, 
but he is not precluded from helping men or institutions that are 
themselves not based on non-violence. If the reverse were the case, 
I would, for instance, be precluded from helping India to attain 
swaraj because the future Parliament of India under swaraj, I 
know for certain, will be having some military and police forces, 
or to take a domestic illustration, I may not help a son to secure 
justice, because forsooth he is not a believer in non-violence. 

Mr. Zacharias’s proposition will reduce all commerce by a 
believer in non-violence to an impossibility. And there are not 
wanting men who do believe that complete non-violence means 
complete cessation of all activity. 

Not such, however, is my doctrine of non-violence. My busi- 
ness is to refrain from doing any violence myself, and to induce by 
persuasion and service as many of God’s creatures as I can to 
join me in the belief and practice. But I would be untrue to my 
faith if I refused to assist in a just cause any men or measures that 
did not entirely coincide with the principle of non-violence. I 
would be promoting violence, if finding the Mussulmans to be 
in the right, I did not assist them by means strictly non-violent 
against those who had treacherously plotted the destruction of the 
dignity of Islam. Even when both parties believe in violence, there 
is often such a thing as justice on one side or the other. A robbed 
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man has justice on his side, even though he may be 1 2 preparing to 
regain the lost property by force. And it would be accounted as 
a triumph of non-violence if the injured party could be persuaded 
to regain his property by methods of satyagraha, i.e., love or 
soul-force rather than a free fight. 

Of course it is open to Mr. Zacharias to reject my claim as a 
devotee of non-violence, in view of all the limitations I have 
mentioned. I can only suggest to him that life is a very complex 
thing, and truth and non-violence present problems which often 
defy analysis and judgment. One discovers truth and the method 
of applying the only legitimate means of vindicating it, i.e., satya- 
graha or soul-force, by patient endeavour and silent prayer. I can 
only assure friends that I spare no pains to grope my way to the 
right, and that humble but constant endeavour and silent prayer 
are always my two trusty companions along the weary but beauti- 
ful path that all seekers must tread. 

Young India , 1-6-1921 


81. SPEECH AT GUJARAT POLITICAL CONFERENCE, 

BROACH* 


June 1, 1921 

This is a straightforward, simple resolution which even a 
child can understand. On our success in implementing it will 
depend whether or not the country is to have swaraj, the Khila- 
fat issue is to be settled and we are to get justice in regard to 
the Punjab. I request my sisters and brothers of Gujarat to re- 
member the last year. We passed then the non-co-operation reso- 
lution before the Congress had done so. Even before there was 
any question of justice for the Punjab or of swaraj, we, Hindus and 
Muslims of Gujarat, had decided that we would seek a solution 
of the Khilafat issue through soul-force. Even if the country as a 
whole did not realize that a satisfactory Khilafat settlement imp- 
lied a solution of the questions relating to the Punjab and the 
demand for swaraj, we had decided that we Gujaratis would 
sacrifice our all to get the Khilafat problem settled. I want you 
to call to mind the faith which Gujarat showed on those occa- 

1 The source has “lie”. 

2 The speech was delivered by Gandhiji in moving the second resolution 
of the Conference, advocating vigorous efforts to complete, before June 30, 
the programme laid down at the Bezwada Congress. 



SPEECH AT GUJARAT POLITICAL CONFERENCE, BROACH 167 

sions. Shri Vithalbhai has taunted us with failure to do our duty, 
to make our full contribution. We shall have deserved the taunt 
if we do not do our duty. If we determine, however, we can 
do that duty and, in 30 days, will have absolved ourselves of the 
charge. If my brothers and sisters attending this Conference as dele- 
gates pay no attention to what the rest of the country does but 
every moment of the day think of their own duty in Gujarat, we shall 
certainly succeed in raising 10 lakh rupees, in putting into com- 
mission one lakh spinning-wheels and enrolling three lakh members. 

It has been asked how the* Government is likely to quit 
because of the spinning-wheel. The reply is that it will not do 
so merely at the sight of the spinning-wheel, but that, when it sees 
the faith in yourselves which you will have displayed to the 
world by starting 20 lakh spinning-wheels within the time fixed, 
it will come down on its knees. Our success in doing this will be 
a measure of our strength. When you have done this, the world 
will have realized, and so will have the Government, that you have 
faith in yourselves, that you really mean to have swaraj. It will 
not be necessary for us then to ask the army to lay down arms and 
the people to withhold taxes. So long as the country has not ac- 
quired such faith in itself, it will find that the spinning-wheel pro- 
gramme is in fact as difficult to carry out as it seems easy. When 
we have fully implemented it, no one in the country will go 
hungry and no woman will be obliged to sell her honour for get- 
ting work. India will then be enjoying dharmarajya, Ramarajya or 
Kkudarajya . It will be a test of Gujarat’s strength whether it suc- 
ceeds in starting one lakh spinning-wheels, enrolling three lakh 
members and collecting 10 lakh rupees. The question has also 
been asked why Gujarat should be burdened with the responsi- 
bility of raising so much when its share should be three lakhs and 
no more. We have made Gujarat the foundation on which this 
struggle is to rest, and who does not know that the foundation 
carries the heaviest weight? Hence it is that its quota is fixed at 
a relatively high figure. If all of us have faith in ourselves, collect- 
ing 10 lakhs is no difficult task. If we in Gujarat do not show such 
faith, with what face can I approach business men in Bombay? 
We should even lay down our fives to fulfil the programme deci- 
ded upon at Bezwada. To be sure, we had better die if the task 
is not completed by June 30. This is the key to swaraj. As soon as 
this Empire discovers that India has mastered this key, it will either 
quit or remain here as a servant of the people. 

Someone told Maulana Mahomed AJi at Calcutta that people 
described the idea of winning swaraj with the help^of the spinning 
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programme as attempting a miracle. The Maulana answered that 
perhaps it was so, but, he asked, which was a greater miracle, this 
one or the fact that a handful of whites coming from six thousand 
miles away ruled over 33 crores? To get swaraj, we shall need 
faith in ourselves and shall have to become united. If we can have 
priests, like Gujaratis, who give 10 lakhs for the right to worship 
in the great temple that is India, which includes mosques for 
Muslims, gurudwaras for Sikhs and temples for Hindus and for 
Parsis, that would mean that we ,are fit for swaraj. It will serve 
our purpose even if Gujarat comes forward alone to fight un- 
aided. If we cannot show this capacity for organization, if we are 
not ready to make this sacrifice, we had better give up talking 
about swaraj. There is nothing in this which means embracing 
beggary. If you, Gujarati sisters, decide by yourselves to see to this, 
you can tomorrow produce 10 lakh rupees from Gujarat. Today, 
when India is a helpless widow, what right have we to adorn our- 
selves with jewellery or fine dresses ? When thousands are dying 
of hunger, how can we deck ourselves in gold and silver ? If all 
of you, ladies, keep only as many articles of jewellery as are custo- 
mary for a married woman to wear and give away the rest, we 
should have the sum of 10 lakhs in an hour. The day women 
in Gujarat show this spirit, the very gods in heaven will come down 
and watch. The women should learn this holy secret of swa- 
raj, of swadharma , that at the present time they can preserve their 
dignity only by putting away their adornments. 

We lack faith in ourselves; some put excessive faith in me. 
They think Gandhi will manage somehow to raise one crore before 
June 30. Let me tell you, however, that this is an entirely 
groundless belief. Even if Gandhi had such strength, the swaraj 
won through his strength would be Gandhi’s rule and not swa- 
raj, and be sure Gandhi’s rule will be no better than a monster’s 
rule. What Gandhi desires is that everyone should have Gandhi’s 
strength and Gandhi’s faith in himself, and be free from his 
defects and weaknesses. I do not desire my rule, I want swaraj. 
I want you to have the courage which we three 1 have and the 
same unity of heart which binds us. 

I have also known men who gently reasoned with their 
wives and got from them their jewellery for the country. Think 
over this, you men, all of you. Form a resolution that you will 
plead with your sisters and wives and persuade them to part with 
their ornaments. Everyone should start with his home. In any 

1 That is, he himself and the Ali Brothers 
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good cause one should start with the home. We shall be able 
to achieve nothing so long as we spare our home and keep it out 
of such things. I suggest to all the delegates present here that they 
live as fakirs, make do with a mere langoti 1 , work day and night 
to collect 10 lakhs and only then come and say that they did not 
succeed. At that time, if at all such a time comes, the rich will 
themselves feel ashamed. We only need to have the fakir’s faith. 

I am not asking you to live as fakirs for all time. The sacri- 
fices I am asking you to make are much less heavy than what the 
British men and women made during the last War, than what the 
Boers, generally regarded as uncivilized, made in South Africa, or 
than those made by the Arabs. They gave their dear lives for the 
sake of their motherland. They told the British that they did not 
want the trams, motor-cars and railways promised by the latter, 
that their land was dear to them. You should give the much 
less I am asking you to give in the same spirit in which the 
Arabs sacrificed themselves. 

When we have secured swaraj, you may wear diamonds and 
pearls and all else by way of adornment. I shall not grudge you 
those things then. At present I do. Though I have risen above 
uncharitable thoughts to a great extent, I do get such thoughts 
when I see anyone in fine dress or jewellery while the country is 
in its present degraded state. I ask myself what the reason could be 
that these persons do not understand. Take up this work forth- 
with today. It will be more than enough if you return from the 
holy banks of the Narmada with this spirit in you. Gome what 
may, do not stop working to advance the good of both Hindus and 
Muslims, do not give up working for the protection of dharma. If 
you spend on the building of this great temple, if on this cause, 
far more sacred than a marriage, you spend as much as you do 
on building other temples and on the marriage of a son or 
daughter, collecting 10 lakhs will be no difficult task. If any poor 
persons happen to have no money to pay, give four annas on 
their behalf and get their names enrolled on the Congress register. 
Even the spinning-wheel programme will be child’s play if we 
enlist the services of carpenters and blacksmiths for the cause. I 
venture to assert that, even if women alone go out and work all 
the thirty days of the month, collecting 10 lakhs will be mere 
fun for them. I am weary of making speeches. I have not, how- 
ever, lost my faith in the women of Gujarat. They are so pure, 
have such faith, that they are moved the moment they hear any- 


1 A strip of doth worn as a codpiece 
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one talk about dharmarajya. My faith in them has come from 
the way they rain jewellery on me. 

I owe my faith to the women and to the Bhangis. Only a few days 
again, a Parsi friend sent me Rs. 12,000. This friend ago, is no other 
than Shri Rustomjee of South Africa. He has less money than the 
Tatas, but has a larger heart. I have had no time even to acknow- 
ledge the gift. It is such persons who have given me the faith I have. 

We shall not get our swaraj from Simla. We shall have it 
the day we are ready to lay down our lives for' the flag that is 
fluttering here, this flag with stripes of saffron, green and white 
and with the emblem of a spinning-wheel. By all means talk and 
explain your point of view to any Englishman who invites you to 
do so, but understand that you will get swaraj through your own 
strength. This is the most auspicious hour. If we disregard it, India 
will have proved herself as foolish as the man who should 
go to wash his face when Lakshmi would put a tilak on his fore- 
head. Think of this Conference as the auspicious hour and use it 
so. If we take a resolute pledge and work, getting ready to lay 
down our lives, justice for the Punjab, settlement of the Khilafat 
issue and swaraj, all three will be as good as won. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-6-1921 

82. SPEECH ON NON-VIOLENCE RESOLUTION, BROACH » 

June 1, 1921 

As we go ahead, we shall not need to address our petitions to 
the Government; we shall do that to ourselves. If we are found 
wanting in that respect, our swaraj bread will be but a half-baked 
one; it will be well-baked if our petition to ourselves is well- 
addressed. Money, spinning-wheels and members are tangible 
things, but non-violence is a matter of the heart. It is not something 
which can be seen by the eye. The country should understand 
that non-violence is essential for this movement as breath is essen- 
tial for life. We have no use for the non-violence of the stone, 
of one who would not be disturbed even when kicked; no use, 
either, for the non-violence of the brute, of the dog, who, when 
someone strikes it, barks or runs to bite the person. We need non- 
violence such as was displayed by Lachhman Singh and Dulip 
Singh. If I may use friend Shaukat Ali’s words, it is cold strength 
we require. So long as we have not acquired it, we shall not be 

1 At the Gujarat Political Conference; vide the preceding item. 
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considered fit for swaraj. If we hope to win swaraj with the 
strength of aeroplanes, we shall not succeed even in a hundred years. 
The Malegaon incident has put back the clock of swaraj. Though 
it is true that the incident will not cost us swaraj altogether, the 
cause has certainly received a set-back. We have not made non- 
violence on our part conditional on the Government remaining 
non-violent. That would be, really speaking, co-operation with 
the Government. We want to offer non-violent non-co-operation. 
Our non-violence will be true non-violence only if, even under a 
shower of bullets or with bombs dropping on us from aeroplanes, 
we go on working peacefully and do not rush to kill a Collector 
or burn post-offices. When we have cultivated such non-vio- 
lence, we shall not fear that this Government will be succeeded 
by Pathans. So long as we have the strength of non-violence in 
us, we shall be conquered by none. 

Besides this lesson of non-violence, we should learn another, 
that of Hindu-Muslim unity. If we go on fighting among ourselves, 
our movement will soon be over. We want non-violence not of the 
weak but of the strong, the non-violence which proceeds from 
courage. Such non-violence can be practised by one as weak 
as I am or by one who will be a match for five others like me. 
When I was a boy of ten or twelve, I used to be frightened of ghosts. 
At that time, my female attendant Rambha told me that I should 
repeat Rama’s name every time I thought about a ghost. Accor- 
dingly, I used to recite the Ramaraksha and clear the room of 
ghosts and spirits. The non-violence India needs is that of the Arab 
boy who chose death rather than surrender, it is such non-violence 
as Prahlad displayed. I have been asking Muslims to keep re- 
minding themselves of that Arab boy, and the Hindus of Prahlad, 
and cultivate non-violence, fortitude and courage like theirs. 

The reference to Malegaon is included in the Resolution be- 
cause we are to forget it and remember, instead, Lachhman 
Singh’s and Dulip Singh’s non-violence, their self-sacrifice. Your 
raising hands here in support of such non-violence will mean that, 
from today, you have shed fear of men and learnt to fear only 
God. So long as we have not done this, the world will bully us as 
it has always done. It is through Gujarat that we are to help India 
cultivate such strength. Non-payment of taxes is to be made pos- 
sible through Gujarat. We can, however, succeed in this only when 
we have acquired the strength of non-violence. May God give 
such strength to everyone, 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-6-1921 



83. RESOLUTIONS ‘ 


June 1, 19^1 

(1) This Conference heartily supports the resolution on non- 
violent non-co-operation adopted at the Nagpur session of the 
Indian National Congress and it calls upon all classes of people 
to work with greater vigour and in a more organized manner to 
fulfil the resolution, especially because this Conference believes 
that the rate at which it is being worked out in Gujarat is not 
sufficient to guarantee swaraj within the current year. 

(2) This Conference deems it obligatory on Gujarat to enrol three 
lacs of members on the Congress Committees, to collect 10 lakha 
of rupees for the Tilak Swaraj Fund and to set one lakh of 
spinning-wheels at work according to the programme sketched 
out by the All-India Congress Committee at Bezwada and calls 
upon all workers in villages, talukas and districts to contribute 
their mite before 30th of June. 

(3) Non-violence in thought, speech and action is an essential 
ingredient of the scheme of non-co-operation and its fulfilment 
largely depends upon the observance of the creed of non-violence, 
and therefore this Conference urges all to preserve perfect peace 
even in spite of any persecution or provocation offered by 
Government officials, to avoid the use of malevolent speech and 
to concentrate entirely on the work suggested by the I. N. Con- 
gress and to cease observing hartals without the special mandate 
of the Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee and to avoid all 
hostile demonstrations in case of leaders being arrested by Govern- 
ment. 

(a) This Conference expresses its sense of satisfaction at the 
peace observed throughout the country in spite of the repressive 
policy of the Government and expresses its emphatic regret and 
disappointment at the acts of violence committed on Government 
officers and leading co-operators at Malegaon. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 6-6-1921 


1 Passed at the Gujarat Political Conference, Broach. Presumably these 
were drafted by Gandhiji. 



84. REPLY TO ADDRESS BY “ANTYAJ” CONFERENCE, 

VEJALPUR 1 


June 1, 1921 

I congratulate non -Antyaj friends who are present here, as I 
hold that the Hindus have been cleansed through them. There 
was no need at all to present me an address. These days, when 
asked by anyone, I say I am an Antyaj. The Antyaj’ s is a holy pro- 
fession and we cannot dispense with his services. If no one under- 
took to clean lavatories, we would simply die of cholera. Forget 
the idea of presenting an address to me and think of doing some 
hard work. Improve your conditions, give up liquor and stop kill- 
ing animals for hide. You may skin dead ones. After doing your 
work, take a bath and clean yourselves before stirring out. Do 
not go begging for left-overs. Do not accept such things from any- 
one. Politely decline them. Accept only what is offered with res- 
pect. 

By presenting this address to me in a glass box of foreign 
make you have offered me an insult. You should have given me 
no address other than a sample of your craftsmanship in hand- 
weaving. You should have no use for foreign things. 

The calico from Ahmedabad is for the very poor. You should 
have khadi, the stamp of culture. Make cloth yourselves, and wear 
or sell that. Giving up liquor and engaging yourselves in weaving 
— these are the means of your uplift. 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 12-6-1921 


1 In Broach district, Gujarat 



85. SPEECH AT KHILAFAT CONFERENCE, BROACH 


June 2, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi, in moving the seventh resolution, said that he knew that 
they were willing to go home soon and, therefore, he would not speak at 
length. They knew where Bannu was situated. The views he held on the 
Frontier question were well-known to the President, and, therefore, he was 
asked to move the resolution in question. The Muslims of Bannu were armed 
with sticks and other weapons. They were godfearing and they were aware 
of the Khilafat question. Had the oppression fallen on us as much as on the 
Muslims of Bannu, he was sure they would have run away from the place 
immediately. Some of them were barristers and well-known persons. They 
had now sent them a message to carry on their campaign on the basis of truth. 

God had been examining them how far they were getting on with provo- 
cative actions of Government. They had three ways to resort to whereas the 
speaker had only one and that was jehad. He would do that with Muslims 
if they resorted to violence. They might make use of the sword, but he would 
not. If any Muslim were to unsheathe the sword, he would be committing a 
great folly. He was, at that time, speaking mainly of Khilafat and not of 
swaraj. They had already warned Government that they should not insti- 
gate and oppress the people. The Ali Brothers were willing to suffer any hard- 
ship of Government, but they would still follow in the path of non-violent 
non-co-operation. They should not pay taxes to Government, and do their 
utmost to help the non-co-operation movement. The Muslims must carry 
on their national work in Ramadan. Some Hindus were telling him yesterday 
that the Muslims were telling him [$ic\ to kill cows and if they did not resort 
to that action they would be committing a groat crime. Just as Mecca Shariff* 
was their holy place, in the same way cow was a holy and sacred animal to 
him. Before resorting to that action they must consult the Ali Brothers. He 
was sure that Muslims would not do that action. Muslims would be consi- 
dered always as equals with Hindus, they would be given every right enjoyed 
by Hindus. They must have faith and confidence in him and in his great 
movement. He lastly prayed to God to give them enough strength to carry 
on the national work successfully and peacefully . 1 

The Bombay Chronicle , 6 - 6-1921 


1 Hayat Saheb seconded the resolution and Faizullah Khan supported 
it. The resolution was put to vote and passed. 



86. THE VICEROY HAS SPOKEN 


I have read H.E. the Viceroy’s speech. I think it is all right, 
though it has the flavour of Simla. We do not mind that how- 
ever. If he wants his record to be judged by the yardstick of “act 
as you speak”, he must act up to his word. 

Making after-dinner speeches is a bad practice in itself. After 
dinner, a man relaxes himself. One is not in a condition immediately 
to apply one’s mind seriously to anything then, especially after 
a dinner given with such pomp and splendour that newspapers 
would carry special accounts of it. This explains why Viceregal 
speeches are not as studied as they should be. 

At this time, India needs seriousness. It has been wounded, 
and the wound has not only not healed but is actually going deeper. 
It is still bleeding. It cannot be covered with a bandage, but re- 
quires the services of an expert surgeon, a surgeon who has skill 
and patience. I have known good surgeons going without food 
when performing risky operations. I have also known some devout 
vaidyas who kept repeating God’s name at the time. 

Let His Excellency, again, not make light of the Ali Brothers’ 
letter. It was not written, for his sake, but for the sake of friends. 
One need not take exception to his having pointed to the Ali Bro- 
thers’ speeches. It is a sign of nobility to admit a mistake pointed 
out even by- an enemy. Some of the speeches of the Ali Brothers 
contained remarks which were ambiguous. All that the Ali Bro- 
thers’ letter means is that no one who is struggling to defend his 
country and his religion should say anything ambiguous, know- 
ingly or unknowingly. To show their nobility, they have respected 
the advice given by friends like me and have made a sincere and 
solemn promise to exercise still further restraint on themselves 
when speaking. 

The Viceroy needs experience yet. He has to study a move- 
ment which has had no parallel. His speech suggests a prelimi- 
nary study. He has tried to be cautious in his speech. The 
attempt has not wholly succeeded. He has tried to win over non- 
co-operators, but they cannot be won over by speeches. They will 
not put a wrong construction on speeches, but they will judge only 
from action. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-6-1921 



87. GUJARAT S DECISION 


I should like to write at length about the Conference held 
in Broach. But, at midnight, and when thoroughly exhausted, I 
shall write in brief. 

By the end of this month, 10 lakhs of rupees are to be collected, 
three lakh members enrolled and one lakh spinning-wheels put 
into commission. This is both easy and difficult for Gujarat. 

It appears difficult for lack of workers. If a large number of 
workers — men and women — come forward, the task is easy. In 
these three things, even those can help who are not full-fledged 
non-co-operators, who do not have faith in non-co-operation. Only 
those who regard non-co-operation as a sin cannot help. I am 
sure that the number of such persons is fewer than the fingers of a 
hand. 

How can we have this amount? This will be possible: (1) if 
women surrender their ornaments, (2) if the wealthy give a certain 
percentage of their earnings, (3) if all people give a certain portion 
of their earnings, (4) if those who drink give a part of what they 
spend on liquor, and (5) if some wealthy persons give all they have 
— there are many such ifs. We have to succeed in our task by 
satisfying these ifs. If the pledge taken at the Broach Conference 
is not fulfilled, Gujarat will be put to shame and it will be 
difficult to secure swaraj before the end of this year. Those who 
cannot give money should work on the spinning-wheel. Those who 
cannot do this should enrol members. Everyone should do his 
duty. 

May God preserve Gujarat’s honour. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-6-1921 



88. MT NOTES 


Duty of Members 

The following question has been put to me: 

You have written on what type of persons should be elected 
as delegates; it will be helpful if you also let us know who can be 
members. 

It is evident that those who approve of the non-co-operation 
resolution will elect as delegates only such persons as support 
it. Hence a delegate should not be a [practising] lawyer or a title- 
holder, should be a khadi-wearer and a man who does not look 
down on Antyajas, and so on. For a member, the only conditions 
are the following: 

1. He should be aged 21 years or over, 

2. He should pay four annas every year [as membership 
fee], 

3. He should accept swaraj as the country’s goal, and 

4. He should believe in peacefulness and truth as the only 
two means of winning swaraj. 

Anyone who fulfils these conditions can become a member 
of the Congress, even though he believes in co-operating [with 
the Government], is a title-holder or a [practising] lawyer or 
wears foreign cloth. The Congress is not the organ of a single party 
and so there should be the minimum of restrictions on becoming 
its members. Only such conditions as are acceptable to all have 
been laid down. This is, however, merely what the Congress rules 
mean. 

Personally, I certainly expect that, since non-co-operation 
has become as widespread as we know it has, everyone will be a 
non-co-operator. But it may be that my reading of the country’s 
mood is not correct or that the country is not ready to do what it 
believes in. I certainly want everyone professing to be a non-co- 
operator to abide by the necessary conditions. If, however, the 
members of the Congress become non-co-operators in greater 
numbers, they may even be able to change the views of the Con- 
gress at its next session. Day by day, the struggle is becoming 
purer, the end and the means are becoming clearer. According to 
the saying “He is a hero who in a crisis stands up undaunted” 
we are looking for heroes in the country. The Congress is one 
means of discovering them. 


XX— 12 
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Ali Brothers’ Pledge 

The following explanation has been issued under the signa- 
tures of Maulana Shaukat Ali and Maulana Mahomed Ali. 1 
[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 5-6-1921 


89. MOTES 
The Need of the Hour 

It will be nothing short of a tragedy if we do not fulfil the 
Bezwada programme before the end of the month. Seven days 
of the month will have gone before these notes are out. We have 
not a moment to spare. We have hardly collected twenty lakhs of 
rupees as yet. To collect eighty lakhs during the next three 
weeks may seem an impossibility. But the seeming impossibility 
can be easily turned into a possibility if we were ceaselessly to work 
for the collection. Twenty-one provinces, if they will respond ac- 
cording to their ability, can easily furnish the balance. The 
Bezwada programme is the most concrete ever placed before the 
nation. If the people are with us and if we have enough workers, 
one crore of rupees is a mere nothing for thirty crores of people 
to find for a cause so great as that of swaraj, and for perpetuating 
a memory so great as that of the Lokamanya. If they choose, the 
women of India can give the money out of their jewellery, the 
liquor drinkers can give it out of their drinks. The mill-owners, 
who have derived the greatest benefit from the swadeshi 
movement, can find the eighty lakhs in a day. The Marwadis can, 
without any strain on their resources, find the amount, and so 
could the Bkatias, the Memons, the Parsis or the banias. They 
are all a prosperous community, and have before now more or less 
supported public movements. If they wish, the Sindhis can also 
find the amount. The labourers of India could pay the whole 
amount, if they sacrificed one-twelfth of their yearly earnings. I 
have consulted many friends as to the amount that can be easily 
paid by the respective classes mentioned by me. The following 
may serve as a working basis: 

(1) Salaried men to pay one-tenth of their monthly pay. 

(2) Lawyers, doctors, merchants and such others to pay one- 

twelfth of their net annual income as at the end of May last. 

(3) Propertied men to pay 2 ] p.c. of the valuation of their property. 

1 Vide “Draft of Ali Brothers’ Apology”, pp. 93-4. 
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(4) All the others to pay not less than four annas each. 

If all were to pay according to this scale, there would be 
several crores of rupees. But one is aware that non-co-operators 
and sympathizers are drawn from all classes. No single class is so 
wholly non-co-operationist as to feel the personal responsibility 
for payment. This question of payment is the acid test of our since- 
rity, earnestness and capacity. Let us hope that the 30th of this 
month will not find us wanting. 

Questions have been persistently asked as to why this large 
sum is required. The answer is simple. It is a profitable investment, 
not for purely personal but for public good. The amount will be 
devoted chiefly to distributing spinning-wheels and conduc ting 
national schools. We have, say, six crore homes, if broken down 
families may deserve so sweet a name. We must provide these 
families With spinning-wheels, and enable them to become real f 
homes. One crore of rupees is surely the least amount required for 
establishing home-spinning on such a basis as to become self- 
propagating. Similarly, if we are to reconstruct our educational 
system, we shall need more than one crore of rupees for the purpose. 

The second question that has been asked is — what security is 
there for honest accountancy? In the first place, we have in Messrs. 
Chhotani 1 and Jamnalal treasurers of unimpeachable integrity. 
Secondly, we have in Pandit Motilal Nehru a working secretary 
of great ability, experience and equally unimpeachable integrity. 
Thirdly, we have a vigilant working committee composed of 
fifteen representative Indians, who meet at least once a month in 
order to be able to exercise effective control over Congress affairs. 
So much for the all-India finance. The All-India Congress Com- 
mittee is directly liable for the expenditure of one-fourth of the 
fund. The remaining three-fourths are to be retained by the Provin- 
cial Committees for local needs. Each Province is expected to keep 
efficient watch over its own finance. Finally, the whole income 
and expenditure, both provincial and central, is subject to be audited 
by auditors to be appointed by the All-India Congress Committee. 

As with finance, so with the registration of members, and 
manufacture and introduction of spinning-wheels. These three 
are simple and effective tests of our constructive capacity. 

I suggest to all Congress and Khilafat workers that they 
should set apart the last ten days as special Congress days to be 
solely devoted by them to finishing the Bezwada programme. No 

1 Mian Mahomed Haji Jan Mahomed Chhotani; a nationalist leader 
of Bombay 
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speeches are required, no meetings are necessary. Quiet house to 
house visits and personal canvassing are more effective than 
meetings for the class of work before us. 

Gujarat’s Resolve 

Gujarat has held its Provincial Conference and its Khilafat 
Conference at the historic town of Broach. The Conferences met 
on the banks of the beautiful Narmada. It had also a khaddar 
nnH charkha exhibition. The great variety of charkha showed that 
India’s inventive genius was being profitably utilized. Let not 
the reader, however, imagine that there was among these speci- 
mens a charkha with more spindles, yielding a correspondingly larger 
outturn of yam. Addresses of the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee and the President of the Conference were both brief 
and to the point. The Chairman, Mr. Haribhai Amin, took 
no more than fifteen minutes to read his simple address. The 
President, Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, took no more than thirty 
minutes to read the whole of his address. I commend the latter to 
the reader for its simplicity, terseness, relevancy and courtesy. It 
has not one bitter word for the opponents of non-co-operation. 
Its criticism of the Government is most restrained. The major 
part of it deals with the constructive part of non-co-operation. 

But the importance of the Conference lies in the resolution 
allocating to Gujarat its portion of the Bezwada programme. It 
calls upon Gujarat to furnish more than three times its quota of 
subscription to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, i.e., ten lakhs, its almost 
exact quota of members, i.e., three lakhs, and one lakh of charkhas, 
i.e., a little less than double its quota. I do not say it will be a 
proud record if it is fulfilled. It will not be bad, if it is accomplish- 
ed before the 30th June. The ten lakhs of rupees have been further 
allocated to the respective districts so as to systematize the collec- 
tion. The Congress membership in Gujarat stands at 40,514. The 
Fund stands at Rs. 1,40,149 of which Rs. 35,000 have been for- 
warded to the All-India Congress Committee. The total number 
of spinning-wheels is 20,058. 

Gujarat is perhaps the strongest in the matter of nationaliz- 
ing education, as it is the weakest, perhaps, of all the provinces 
in the suspension of practice by lawyers — not more than half a 
dozen having suspended practice. Its progress in national edu- 
cation I must give in the words of the report before me. 

The total number of institutions imparting national education in 
Gujarat stands at 245, with 32,102 students attending them. The increase 
ispartly due to the inclusion of the municipal schools of Ahmedabad. 
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The number of candidates who appeared at the examinations con- 
ducted by the Gujarat Vidyapith was 46 for the B.A., 4 for the B. Sc., 
96 for the Intermediate Arts, 46 for the Intermediate Science, and 548 
for the Matriculation Examination. The number of successful candidates 
was 39, 2, 65, 9 and 374, respectively. 

The Punjab Going Ahead 

I have just seen a copy of the report of non-co-operation 
work in the Punjab, as submitted to the General Secretary, All-India 
Congress Committee, from which I extract the following interest- 
ing figures. To the time of writing the report, i.e., the end of April, 
the total collections stood at Rs. 2,09,081-As. 13. I have already 
remarked on the business-like character of this collection. The 
Punjab deserves congratulations for heading the list among all 
the provinces. I am not aware that even to-day, any single pro- 
vince can boast of having collected over two lakhs. But on the 
principle that more is always expected of those who give much, I 
hope that during this last month of privilege, the Punjab will 
make still greater effort, and if possible, even beat her own 
record and retain the first place. I say if possible, because, although 
Bombay has been practically asleep all this time, I cannot con- 
ceive the possibility of any province beating Bombay. But I know 
that the Punjab has the capacity, and if she adds to it the will, 
she can certainly come up a close second, if she is not easily the 
first. Next to Pandit Malaviyaji, I know no one who is so efficient 
in begging as Lalaji. The Arya Samaj activity has used the 
middle class to contributing to political movements. The mer- 
chants of Amritsar can alone find the balance needed. There is 
certainly every reason for Amritsar to find the balance. But Jul- 
lundhar, Lyallpur, Rawalpindi, * Multan, Gujranwala, Sialkot, 
Hafizabad are all places that can afford to pay handsomely. Lahore 
itself has many wealthy merchants, and, but for the unfortunate 
fact that we have no faith in ourselves, the Punjab can certainly 
share with Bombay the honour of making up the deficiency. At 
any rate let us hope that she will. 

The Punjab’s record in point of education is also not bad, 
though, seeing what the college students and the schoolboys had to 
go through in the Martial Law days, her record might have been 
better. Over 350 students are reported to have left their colleges 
permanently. Of these, 85, being among the most brilliant students, 
have joined the Indian national service. A board of national edu- 
cation has been established. The Guru Nanak Khalsa College, 
Gujranwala, has disaffiliated itself from the university. The 
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Provincial Committee has opened a national college at Lahore. 
Eight old schools, some of them of high standing, have become 
nationalized, and fifteen new national schools have been started. 
I wish Mr. Santanam, the secretary, had furnished the exact 
number of pupils studying in these national institutions. From 
what I know of some of these schools myself, the figure is not likely 
to be under five thousand. Nearly 25 teachers have left Govern- 
ment institutions. Forty-one lawyers have suspended practice, of 
whom only thirteen are getting subsistence allowance from the 
Provincial Committee. Panchayats have been established in 
nearly 80 places. The Punjab had, at the end of April, 258 Congress 
Committees. The average membership is about 75. The Rohtak 
District comes easily first with 47 Committees. 

No part of India can beat the Punjab for spinning-wheels. 
The report states with pride that there are very few Punjabi homes 
in which there is not a charkha. “Till recently, they have re- 
mained idle, but during the last two months everyone has come 
back to the habit of spinning.” The sad fact, in spite of almost 
universal hand-spinning in the Punjab, remains that the Punjabis 
had taken to the tawdry, starchy calico, so uncomfortable in the 
Indian weather for personal wear, in the place of the beautiful, 
soft, durable and absorbent khaddar. I read with pleasure, there- 
fore, that “the habit of wearing khaddar clothes amongst the 
well-to-do classes is growing daily”. The Punjab is experiencing 
difficulty in finding the number of weavers required. Most people 
do not know that the weavers yielding to the temptations offered 
by unscrupulous recruiting agents, exchange the honourable call- 
ing of weaving for that of murdering. The Punjab, at one time, 
had probably the largest number of weavers in proportion to her 
population in all India. I hope, now that weaving is daily be- 
coming more and more honourable and paying, the Punjabis will 
prefer it to the, at the present moment at any rate, dishonourable 
calling of so-called soldiering. 

The Punjab, then, has no mean record in non-co-operation. 

The Assam Coolies 

I have purposely refrained from dealing with this trouble, 
though I have remained in touch with Mr. Andrews and others, 
who are on the spot dealing with it. I refer to the trouble only to 
state that I knew nothing of its coming. I should be sorry if 
anybody used my name to lead the men to desert their employers. 
It is clear enough that it is purely a labour trouble. It is admitted 
that the employers reduced the wages. Both Mr. Das and Mr. An- 
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drews report that the trouble is purely economic, and that the 
coolies have a substantial grievance. It is evident that the re- 
formed Government has failed to cope with it. I observe that 
The Times of India has made the most illegitimate use of the trouble 
to impute enmity to English commercial interests in India. It 
has become the fashion to attribute hatred to non-co-operators. 
I make bold to say that non-co-operation has alone prevented 
racial feuds and disturbances, and directed the anger of the 
people in the proper channel. The aim of non-co-operation is to 
hurt no interest whatsoever by reason only of its belonging to 
a race. Its aim is to purge every interest of its injurious or im- 
pure character. Every English or Indian interest that is based on 
injustice or brute force, or is antagonistic to the growth of India 
as a whole, is undoubtedly in peril. No interest that is supported 
merely by brute force but not by people’s goodwill can possibly 
survive the fire of non-co-operation. If the Assam planters are not 
sustained by the exploitation of Indian labour, they have nothing 
to fear. A time is certainly coming when there will be no more 
unconscionable dividends. The profits of big concerns must bear 
relation to the wages of the workers. I lay down these cate- 
gorical propositions, because I know that non-co-operation is 
beyond the reach of the bayonet. It has found an abiding place in 
the Indian heart. Workers like me will go when the hour has 
struck, but non-co-operation will remain. I am aware, too, that 
the labouring class in India has not yet become enlightened enough 
to have the ability to regulate the relations between capital and 
labour on a just basis. But that time is coming soon — faster than 
we may imagine. I am hoping that the capitalists, be they Euro- 
pean or Indian, will appreciate the new awakening, and the new 
force that has arisen in our midst. 

Unacceptable 

Some newspapers, mistaking the apology of the Ali Bro- 
thers as of weak men seeking to avoid the discomfort of the prison 
life, have suggested that the Government should take similar 
undertakings from those undergoing imprisonment for political 
offences, and discharge them. No non-co-operator worthy of his 
creed can possibly purchase his discharge by giving any under- 
taking to the Government. Every one of them has probably pro- 
tested his inn ocence of violent intent. The Ali Brothers, had they 
been prosecuted, would still have made the statement now made. 
That would not have prevented their imprisonment. The makers 
of the unacceptable suggestion even know that many have been 
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sentenced for disaffection, or for refusing to give security that they 
will not speak. It is the duty of a non-co-operator to preach dis- 
affection to the existing system of government, to prepare the 
country for civil disobedience, to refuse to give security of the kind 
just referred to. The Ali Brothers have given no undertaking to 
refrain from any of the first two things. If, therefore, the Gov- 
ernment desire to punish only incitement to violence, almost all 
the men recently imprisoned are entitled to be discharged with- 
out any undertaking on their part. So far as non-co-operators 
are concerned, they are or ought to be totally indifferent. Prison 
life must be the normal life -of the majority of them. And it de- 
lights me to read the names of the people who cheerfully prefer 
imprisonment to giving undertakings to buy their freedom. When 
every care is taken to avoid a breach of his own faith, a non-co- 
operator may not give any pledge of any kind whatsoever to any- 
body. 

The Destructive Part 

The Leader has blessed me with undeserved compliment for this 
programme, and laughed at me for having ever advised the coun- 
try to adopt the destructive part of non-co-operation. A corres- 
pondent of that journal appeals to me definitely to withdraw the 
rest of the programme. Let me hasten to inform The Leader and its 
correspondent that it is not possible for me to do so even if I 
wished. The Congress and the Central Khilafat Committee are 
the only bodies that possess the power. And my faith in the des- 
tructive part being as green as ever, I personally could not aban- 
don it, even if the Congress and the Central Khilafat Committee 
did so. With them non-violence may not be, with one body it is 
not, the final creed. For me, I have nothing beyond non-vio- 
lence as a remedy for all ills. Therefore I cannot be party to ad- 
vising lawyers to return to their practice, or students to Govern- 
ment schools. Nor can I be party to lawyers and Government 
school and college boys becoming holders of office under the Con- 
gress, so long as it retains its non-co-operationist character. 

The vocal propaganda of the destructive part in the first step 
in non-co-operation is over. We know exactly where we are re- 
garding the titles, the law courts, the schools and the councils. I 
believe non-co-operators are satisfied that these institutions have 
lost their former prestige. The opponents are entitled to comfort 
in the knowledge that the numerical response has not been large 
enough to be striking. Those that have responded to the call consti- 
tute the most effective, though silent, propaganda in the direction.. 



NOTES 


185 


But one thing is clear. There can be no resumption of co-operation 
till the three conditions laid down by the Congress are satisfied. 

The Bezwada programme, I admit, is not in itself enough to 
establish swaraj. But I do hold that it is a very substantial step 
towards it. The fulfilment of the programme will inspire the 
nation with self-confidence, and enable it to take the other steps, 
if necessary. One crore electors— for, to become Congress mem- 
bers is to become electors for national representatives, for vari- 
ous bodies — is to find the nucleus for a real electorate under swa- 
raj. To have twenty lacs of spinning-wheels in working order is 
to know that India is determined to drive out poverty, to become 
self-reliant and to achieve her economic independence. The col- 
lection of one crore of rupees is a tangible token of the nation’s 
determination to achieve her destiny. 

We have so fed ourselves with the history of other nations 
that we find it impossible to believe that we can attain our end 
without a repetition of thirty years 5 or a hundred years 5 war, 
and therefore without military training and huge armament. We 
do not care to read our own history and remember that whilst 
kings have come and kings have gone, whilst dynasties have been 
formed and destroyed, India has remained unmoved and unaffec- 
ted. We will not read the lesson of the late War, that it is not 
so much military preparation we want as a change of our own 
outlook upon India’s future. Habit has forced the conviction upon 
us that we, the countless millions, are nothing before one hundred 
thousand Englishmen, not all of whom are even administrators. 
As soon as we have discarded the awe of the British rule, and ceased 
to consider ourselves as cheap as dirt, we shall be free. I know 
that it is possible to perform this revolution of thought during 
the year, and it is my hope that India will be ready for it during 
the time. Hitherto we have promised ourselves many things and 
fulfilled little. If we were to turn up even two-year-old resolutions 
of the Congress, we shall find that we have failed even to send 
petitions we had resolved upon. Hitherto, we have looked up to 
the Government to do- everything for us, and we have found it 
almost wholly^ irresponsive in everything that matters. We have 
therefore been filled with blank despair. We have ceased to be- 
lieve in ourselves or the Government. The present movement is 
an attempt to change this winter of our despair into the summer 
of hope and confidence. When we begin to believe in ourselves, 
Englishmen will, I promise, begin to believe in us. Then, and not 
till then, is there any hope of co-operation between the Govern- 
ment and us. The existing system of Government, it will be found 
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upon analysis, is based upon a scientific study of our weaknesses 
which have rather been promoted by it than reduced. Non-co- 
operation is, therefore, as much a protest against our own weak- 
nesses, as against the inherent corruption of the existing system. 
British and Indian, we become impure by belonging to it. The with- 
drawal from it of one party purifies both. I invite even the sceptics 
to follow the programme of non-co-operation as a trial, and I pro- 
mise that there will be swaraj in India during the year, if the pro- 
gramme is carried out in its fulness. 

Swaraj Is Self-Reliance 

An esteemed friend, referring to the Viceregal interview, 
writes: 

In my humble opinion, these interviews by non-co-operation leaders 
are, in the present circumstances, a political mistake, and may react on the 
movement. Back of the Punjab and the Khilafat wrongs is the question 
of swaraj ; and India’s swaraj means the death of the Empire. Such a death 
may, in happy circumstances, mean its rebirth as a commonwealth of 
nations. But where is the statesman today, with a free and generous view 
of world politics, to look beyond British interests to the deeper values 
of humanity? Victory of the swaraj movement I conceive in terms of 
self-reliance , not of snatching some concessions from Lord Reading. As far 
as I can see, the hope for an escape from further confusion lies in es- 
cape from negotiations with the Government and becoming as a Nation 
strong in the will to suffer. A crucified India will be an India emanci- 
pated. 

Whilst I do not agree with the writer that the interviews were 
a political mistake, the statement of our attitude is perfect. Our 
concern is not with what British statesmen will or will not do. Our 
business is always to endeavour to keep ourselves on the right 
track. Our aloofness must not be a sign of our haughtiness or 
disinclination to explain our view-points to our opponents. We 
must be prepared to approach the world, if we are firm in our , 
own purpose. But I recognize, too, the force of the objection that 
there is danger in these interviews. Not being in the habit of hav- 
ing always a reserve of minimum on which there can be no sur- 
render, we may easily slip. 

Who Can Be Congress Members? 

A friend asks whether prostitutes can become members of the 
Congress, and whether those who do not accept the creed can 
become members by simply paying four annas. There is certainly 
nothing to prevent these unfortunate sisters from becoming mem- 
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bers, if they otherwise conform to the constitution. Even thieves 
have a right to demand admission on compliance with the 
terms of membership. One can only hope that if the desire to join 
the Congress is stimulated among the wrecks of society, it is a sign 
of coming reformation. But we may not ask such people to be- 
come members for the purpose of swelling the number. It is equal- 
ly clear to me that those who will not solemnly accept and sign 
the Congress creed cannot become members. The test is simple 
but absolutely necessary: 

(1) Attainment of the age of twenty-one. 

(2) Desire and effort to obtain swaraj by peaceful and legi- 
timate means. 

(3) Payment of four annas per annum. 

Anyone, male or female, co-operator or non-co-operator, fulfilling 
this simple test is entitled to membership without further question. 

Young India, 8-6-1921 

90. THE VICEROY SPEAKS 

What the Viceroy said with reference to Mr. Shafi’s speech is 
perhaps equally true of his own. For His Excellency described 
Mr. Shafi’s speech as postprandial oratory. I have been, in my 
early days, a student more or less accurate of the so-called historic 
speeches delivered by various Prime Ministers at the Mansion- 
house. They seemed to me to have always an air of unreality about 
them. And it grieves me, after having studied the speech of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, to have to say that this one also has the 
same air of unreality about it. Not that Lord Reading had in- 
tended to clothe his speech with any such air. On the contrary 
there are in it evident traces of his having laboured to deliver 
a true message to an expectant India. But the speech has failed, 
in my humble opinion, in doing so, because of the many limitations 
that the office of a Viceroy carries with it. He could not, for ins- 
tance, override the tradition of claiming infallibility for British rule. 
He laid it down as a proposition, “beyond the possibility of a 
doubt”, that “here in India there can be no trace and must 
be no trace of racial inequality”. There is no more unreal pro- 
position to the ear of the Indian than this, because his experience, 
be he ever so tall, belies it. Superiority of race is a passion, has 
become almost a religion with the average Englishman. Nor 
does he strive to conceal it from view. It obtrudes itself upon 
you in India as it does in the Colonies. It is written in the 
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statute-book. One misses in the Viceregal speech a frank recogni- 
tion of the many failures of the past and, therefore, a sincere 
desire for opening a new page. 

If His Excellency, in my humble opinion, was hardly happy 
in his statement of the ‘fundamental principle of British rule’, he 
was, I fear, even less so in his reference to Maulanas Shaukat 
Ali and Mahomed Ali. I recognize that he has been exceedingly 
cautious in his speech. He has attempted not to wound suscepti- 
bilities. As a matter of fact, there was no question of wounding 
susceptibilities. He need not have spared the Maulanas where 
they might have erred. The statement made by the Brothers was 
instigated by me and me alone. It is an apology tendered to 
friends, and not to the Government. It is made not to evade 
prosecution, but to put themselves right with their own conscience 
and with their friends. The assurance to them, therefore, that there 
would be no prosecution so long as they abided by their under- 
taking was gratuitous, if not offensive. Lord Reading’s Govern- 
ment is free to take up prosecution against the Brothers at any 
moment they choose. 

This campaign of non-co-operation has no reference to dip- 
lomacy, secret or open. The only diplomacy it admits of is the 
statement and pursuance of truth at any cost. The Viceroy showed 
me the speeches; I realized that some passages in them did not 
read well. They were capable of being interpreted as an incitement 
to violence, and I realized that, prosecution or no prosecution, there 
was no doubt in my mind as to the advice I should tender to 
the Brothers. I venture to suggest to His Excellency that, if he is 
anxious to disarm non-co-operators, he will do so only by becom- 
ing undiplomatic and absolutely frank. The latter seek and need 
no shelter or protection, and I invite His Excellency to reciprocate 
by not shielding the offenders amongst the governing class. 

Indeed, there is no room in the India of to-day and of to- 
morrow for a governing class His Excellency will therefore find 
out his mistake, if he clings to the belief that “Indians will respond 
whole-heartedly to the just rule which we (British) intend to 
carry on.” I venture to prophesy that it is not what the British 
intend that will count for the future destiny of India, but what the 
Indians themselves intend. And they are claiming more and more 
insistingly to govern themselves, anyhow. Good government, they 
are coming to see, is no substitute for self-government. 

The fear, then, is not about His Excellency’s intentions, which 
I am convinced are good, but the fear is as to the ideal he is 
working for. He thinks of a high destiny which is in store for 
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India^at some indefinable period, whereas non-co-operators at any 
rate are of opinion that India’s high destiny is even now being 
frustrated by the existing system, which appears to them to be 
devised for her prolonged, if not perpetual, subjection. Sometimes 
a difference of degree itself constitutes a difference of ideals. And 
I hold it to be an ideal totally different from India’s, when any- 
body considers that, whilst the distant goal must be one of 
freedom for India, its present state must be that of tutelage. Swaraj 
is India’s birthright, as the late Lokamanya Tilak truly said. And 
India throughout these long, long years, has been balked of her 
birthright. No wonder that she has become impatient. 

Lord Reading will, perhaps, now better appreciate the truth 
of the proposition he has read and heard, viz., that any action of 
the Government that falls short of the fullest reparation, however 
good it may appear in itself, will, by non-co-operators at least, be 
charged with a bad motive, that of prolonging India’s agony in 
her slave-state. British rule, today, lies under a shadow. It is 
tainted with the blood of the innocent victims of Jallianwala, and 
with treachery towards Islam. And even as the purest milk poured 
into a poison bowl will be counted by every sane man as poison, 
so will every act of the British Government be judged in the light 
of its immediate past. The unrest of India can only be cured by 
dealing with the causes which have brought it about, never by 
covering the bitterness thereof by sweets of office or other pri- 
vileges, no matter how tempting they may be, if they are not 
capable of dealing effectively with the causes themselves. 

Young India , 8-6-1921 


91. TO THE MODERATES 


DEAR FRIENDS, 

It is a matter of no small grief to me that I find myself 
estranged from you in ideas, although by training and association 
I have been brought up in the company of those who have been 
regarded as Moderates. , Partly owing to circumstances and partly 
owing to temperament, I have never belonged to any of the great 
parties in India. Nevertheless, my life has been influenced much 
more by men belonging* to the Moderate party than the Extre- 
mist. Dadabhai Naoroji, Gokhale, Badruddin Tyabji 1 , Pherozeshah 

1 1844-1906; judge, legislator, President, Indian National Congress, 1887; 
vide Vol. I, p. 386. 
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Mehta 1 are all names to conjure with. Their services to the 
country can never be forgotten. They have inspired the lives of 
many like myself throughout our country. I have enjoyed the 
pleasantest associations with many of the living amongst you. 
What is it that has flung me away from you and into the lap 
of the Nationalist party? Why do I find more in common with 
the Nationalists than with you? I am unable to see that you 
love your country less than the Nationalists. I refuse to believe 
that you are less willing to sacrifice yourselves for the country’s 
good than the Nationalists. Certainly the Moderate party can r-lair^ 
as much intelligence, integrity and ability as the Nationalists, if not 
more. The difference, therefore, lies in the ideals. 

I will not weary you with a discussion of the different ideals. 
For the moment, I will simply invite your attention to some 
of the items in the constructive programme in the movement of 
non-co-operation. You may not like the word itself. You may 
intensely dislike, as I know you do, many items in the programme. 
But if you concede to the non-co-operators the same credit for 
love of the land that you will claim for yourselves, will you not 
view with favour those parts of the programme on which there 
cannot be two opinions? I refer to the drink evil. I ask you to 
accept my evidence that the country as a whole is sick of the 
drink curse. Those unfortunate men who have become slaves 
to the habit require to be helped against themselves. Some of 
them even ask to be helped. I invite you to take advantage 
of the wave of feeling that has been roused against the drink 
traffic. The agitation arose spontaneously. Believe me, the depri- 
vation to the Government of the drink revenue is of the least 
importance in the campaign. The country is simply impatient of 
the evil itself. In no country in the world will it be possible to 
carry on this traffic in the face of the united and the enlightened 
opposition of a people, such as is now to be witnessed in India. 
Whatever the errors or excesses that were committed by the mob in 
Nagpur, the cause was just. The people were determined to do 
away with the drink curse that was sapping their vitality. You 
will not be deceived by the specious argument that India must not 
be made sober by compulsion, and that those who wish to drink 
must have facilities provided for them. The State does not cater 
for the vices of its people. We do not regulate or license houses 
of ill fame. We do not provide facilities for thieves to indulge 

1 1845-1915; President, Indian National Congress, 1890, 1909; vide Vol. 
I, p. 384. 
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their propensity for thieving, I hold drink to be more dam- 
nable than thieving and perhaps even prostitution. Is it not often 
the parent of both? I ask you to join the country in sweeping out 
of existence the drink revenue and abolishing the liquor-shops. 
Many liquor-sellers would gladly close their shops, if the money 
paid by them were refunded. 

‘What about the education of the children ? 5 may be the 
question asked. I venture to suggest to you that it is a matter 
of deep humiliation for the country to find its children educated 
from the drink revenue. We shall deserve the curse of posterity 
if we do not wisely decide to stop the drink evil, even though 
we may have to sacrifice the education of our children. But we 
need not. I know many of you have laughed at the idea of 
making education self-supporting by introducing spinning in our 
schools and colleges. I assure you that it solves the problem of 
education as nothing else can. The country cannot bear fresh 
taxation. Even the existing taxation is unbearable. Not only 
must we do away with the opium and the drink revenue, but the 
other revenue has also to be very considerably reduced if the 
ever-growing poverty of the masses is to be combated in the 
near future. 

And that brings me to the existing system of government. 
The country is the poorer for the Reforms. The annual ex- 
penditure has grown. A deeper study of the system has convinced 
me that no tinkering with it will do. A complete revolution is 
the greatest need of the time. The word revolution displeases 
you. What I plead for, however, is not a bloody revolution, but a 
revolution in the thought-world, such as would compel a radical 
revision of the standard of life in the higher services of the 
country. I must frankly confess to you that the ever-increasing 
rate of salaries paid to the higher branches of the Civil Service 
fairly frightens me, as I hope it would frighten you. Is there 
any correspondence between the life of the governors and of the 
governed millions who are groaning under their heels? The 
bruised bodies of the latter are a standing testimony to the truth 
of my statement. You now belong to the governing class. Let 
it not be said that your heels are no softer than your predecessors’ 
or your associates’. Must you also rule from Simla? Must you also 
follow the policy that, only a year ago, you criticized adversely? 
It is under your regime that a man has been sentenced to trans- 
portation for life for holding certain opinions. You may not plead 
that he was inciting to violence, for not very long ago you dismissed 
such pleas. The Ali Brothers have apologized for even a suspicion 
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of violence in their speeches. You will be doing a cruel injustice 
to the country if you allow yourselves to believe that any fear 
of prosecution has prompted the apology. A new spirit has been 
bom in the country. The fear of the judge within is more ter- 
rible than that of the one without. Do you know that dur ing 
the past six months several high-souled youths, your countrymen, 
have gone to gaol, because they will not condescend to 
give security which, in their opinion, was- dishonourable for 
them to do? It is under your regime that the patience of utterly 
innocent Moplas 1 has been put to a severe test and has as yet not 
been found wanting. I would gladly think, as I really believe, 
that you are not responsible for the atrocities that are at pre- 
sent being perpetrated in the name of peace and justice. But 
you will not let the public or me say that you are helpless where 
you are not hoodwinked. That, however, would bring me to a 
discussion of our ideals, which I must not enter upon at the pre- 
'sent moment. If the country can only get your assistance in 
stopping the drink traffic, you will certainly add to the many 
services that you have rendered it in the past, and, maybe, that 
one step will open your eyes to many another possibility. 

I remain , 

Tours , as ever , 

M. K. Gandhi 

Young India , 8-6-1921 


92. SAVE THE COW 

Professor Vaswani has unfurled the banner of the cow’s 
freedom. The danger has come sooner than I had expected. I had 
hoped that it would come when India could regard it with 
equanimity. In my humble opinion, Professor Vaswani might 
have started the movement under better auspices. Any move- 
ment started by Hindus for protecting the cow, without whole- 
hearted Mussulman co-operation, is doomed to failure. 

The Hindus’ participation in the Khilafat is the greatest and 
the best movement for cow-protection. I have therefore called 
Khilafat our Kamadhuk 2 . 

The Mussulmans are striving their utmost to respect Hindu 
susceptibilities in this matter of life and death to the Hindu. The 

1 Muslims inhabiting the Malabar region of Southern India 

2 A mythical cow that gave whatever one asked of her 
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Muslim League under Hakim Ajmal Khan’s presidentship carried 
a cow-protection resolution at Amritsar two years ago. Mau- 
lana Abdul Bari has written upon it. The Ali Brothers, for the 
sake of their Hindu countrymen, have given up the use of beef 
in their house. Mian Chhotani saved hundreds of cows in 
Bombay alone during the last Bakr-i-Id. We could not accuse 
our Mussulman countrymen of apathy in the matter. 

The surest way of defeating our object is to rush M uss u lm ans, 

I do not know that Mussulman honour has ever been found want- 
ing. With them, as with everyone, prejudices die hard. We 
have got enlightened Mussulman opinion with us. It must take 
time for it to react upon the Mussulman masses. The Hindus 
must therefore be patient. 

There is nothing strange about all the Shikarpur Hindus’ 
shaving voted unanimously in favour of the prohibition of cow- 
slaughter. Is there a Hindu who will not vote for it? The use 
of that unanimous opinion for bearing down Mussulman oppo- 
sition is the way to stiffen it. The Hindu members must have 
known, must have ascertained, Mussulman feeling. And they 
• should have refrained from going to a division, so long as the 
Mussulman opinion was against them. 

Let us recognize that there is an interest actively working to 
keep us — Hindus and Mussulmans — divided. That very interest 
is quite capable of developing regard for Hindu susceptibilities in 
this respect. I should beware of it, and distrust it. I strongly 
advise the Shikarpur friends to wait for their Mussulman brethren. 

Let them by all means abstain from all meat, so that 
their Mussulman brethren may have other meat cheaper than 
beef. Let them consider it a shame to have a single cow or her 
progeny in distress, or _ undergoing ill-treatment at the hands 
of Hindus themselves. Let them develop their Goskala so as to 
make it a model dairy farm as well as a home for aged and in- 
firm cattle.' Let them breed the finest cattle in their Goshala. 
They will do real service to Gomata 1 . Let the Shikarpuris one 
and all become true non-co-operators, and hasten the redress 
of the Khilafat wrong. I promise they will save the cow when 
they have done their utmost to save the Khilafat. 

It must be an article of faith for every Hindu that the cow 
can. only be saved by Mussulman friendship. Let us recognize 
frankly that complete protection of the cow depends purely upon 

l Cow the mother 


XX- 13 
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Mussulman goodwill. It is as impossible to bend the Mussulmans 
to our will as it would be for them to bend us to theirs. We 
are evolving the doctrine of equal and free partnership. .We are 
fighting Dyerism — the doctrine of frightfulness. 

Cow-protection is the dearest possession of the Hindu heart. 
It is the one concrete belief common to all Hindus. No one 
who does not believe in cow-protection can possibly be a 
Hindu. It is a noble belief. I endorse every word of what Pro- 
fessor Vaswani has said in praise of the cow. Cow-worship 
means to me worship of innocence. For me the cow is the per- 
sonification of innocence. Cow-protection means the protection of 
the weak and the helpless. As Professor Vaswani truly remarks, 
cow-protection means brotherhood between man and beast. It is 
a noble sentiment that must grow by patient toil and tapasya. 
It cannot be imposed upon anyone. To carry cow-protection 
at the point of the sword is a contradiction in terms. Riskis of 
old are said to have performed penance for the sake of the cow. 
Let us follow in the footsteps of the riskis, and ourselves do 
penance, so that we may be pure enough to protect the cow and 
all that the doctrine means and implies. 

Young India, 8-6-1921 


93. SPINNING v. HAND-WEAVING 


To 

The Editor 
Young India 

I have read with great interest Dr. S. B. Mitra’s letter and your 
comments thereon in the issue of May ll. 1 You say, “Hand-spinning 
includes all that the correspondent suggests, but it includes much more.” 
Thus you imply that hand-spinning includes hand-weaving and some other 
things. 

I am afraid that to most people spinning means spinning only, and 
as all your force has been laid on the charkha and spinning, and not on 
weaving and the handloom explicitly, the latter has faded into insignifi- 
cance in the public imagination. We hear of spinning-wheel classes and 
competitions, but nowhere of the introduction of new looms, much less of 
making of thousands of looms, even of the most rudimentary type. For 
every ten new spinning-wheels introduced, there must be one additional 


1 Vide “Greater Use of Handlooms”, 11-5-1921. 
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handloom-pit or improved or fly-shuttle introduced at the same time and 
without any loss of time. Otherwise, there will be a great pressure on the 
existing handlooms, and hundreds of khandies 1 of hand-spun yam will 
be heaped upon the weaver, who naturally prefers the mill-made yam, 
it being easier to weave. Up to last year, there was an equilibrium, so to 
speak, between the number of the handlooms in the country and the 
yarn — foreign or Indian mill-made — that remains in the country. By the 
production of hand-spun yarn in very large quantities in the country this 
equilibrium is disturbed, and this state of things can be remedied only 
by a proportionate increase in the number of looms — ten wheels to one loom 
roughly. As a humble worker in the field of khadi production in Kathia- 
wad, I am bound to say that while thousands of new wheels are set to 
work, not even a few dozen new looms are being made. The result is 
that there is a keen competition between those who produce cloth from 
mill-made yarn and hand-spun yarn with consequent increase in the cost 
of weaving. 

I take this opportunity of stating that a few months ago I was 
a sceptic about the possibilities of the charkha. Being quite unacquainted 
with village economics, I doubted as many paper-economists still do, whe- 
ther two annas or even three ^vere enough for a single person’s subsis- 
tence, and therefore whether hand-spinning was a practical proposition. 
Now, when I see in every khadi-producing centre scores of women be- 
ing daily turned back, as I have to restrict my operations for want of 
weavers in the areas concerned, I see all the advantages you advocate as 
following from the introduction of hand-spinning on a large scale. But I 
wish you would lay some, if not equal, emphasis, on the importance of 
weaving, as you do on spinning by hand. The loom is not less impor- 
tant than the wheel for clothing India, as for proving a supplementary 
industry for our semi-starved peasantry. 

Amreli, Kathiawad A. V. Thakkar 

20 - 5-1921 

I do not think there is any danger of hand-weaving not 
keeping pace with hand-spinning. Moreover, the existing looms 
which are weaving foreign yarn have to be freed. The fact 
is that we have not as yet been able to reach the requisite 
strength in our hand-spun yarn. The problem now is to im- 
prove the quality of hand-spun yam, so that it can be easily 
woven by the ordinary weavers. For the surplus yarn, I suggest its 
use for making ropes, tape, straps and countless other things that 
can be easily made. Hand-weaving is not so^ easily learnt by 
all as hand-spinning is. At the same time, I do not wish to be 

1 A measure of weight, about 20 maunds 



196 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

understood to imply that no special effort needs to be made for 
hand-weaving. My point is that it is going on as fast as pos- 
sible. The weaver’s wage has increased because of the apprecia- 
tion of swadeshi. It ought to have increased. A weaver is any day 
equal, say, to a carpenter who gets more than the former. 

Young India, 8-6-1921 

94. TO CORRESPONDENTS 1 

We receive so much correspondence making all kinds of in- 
quiries, that we have found it more and more difficult to reply 
to individuals by post. We, therefore, propose, in so far as is pos- 
sible, to reply to the inquiries through this column. 

K. S. Subbiahier — To spin hundred counts requires great care 
and attention. If you are interested in the art, you must travel in 
the Ganjam District, and study the spinners at work. The dhotis 
made of such fine yarn, we regret, are not yet available in such 
large quantities as to need special agents. 

K. S. Venkatraman — If you have succeeded in inventing 
a spinning-wheel to satisfy the conditions of Mr. Revashankar 
Jhaveri’s prize, you should write to the Manager, Satyagraha 
Ashram, sending drawings and giving the output of yarn per hour. 

Mahomed Anwer-ud-din, Panipat — The nut-cutter cannot 
be traced. If you send us a copy of the receipt, if any, further 
inquiries will be made. We do not review such articles. Nor do 
we take advertisements. 

Young India, 8-6-1921 


95. OUR TRIAL 

India took a pledge at Bezwada two months ago, in all 
earnestness, after discussing the matter through its esteemed re- 
presentatives, that before the 30th of June: 

1. We should collect not less than a crore of rupees for 
perpetuating the memory of Tilak Maharaj, and the funds 
should be utilized for winning swaraj. 

2. We should get not fewer than one crore names of men 
and women of 21 years and over enrolled on the Congress register. 

3. We should get not fewer than 20 lakhs of spinning- 
wheels working in India. 


1 Presumably by Gandhiji 
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If even one of these tasks remains unfinished by us, the 
country will be put to shame, the readers will be put to shame 
and so shall I be. Here I intend to talk about money. In 
order to preserve my honour, I must give, if I have the money, a 
crore of rupees even if I become a beggar in consequence. The 
reader, too, ought to act in the same manner. One’s honour 
should be dearer to one than even a lakh of rupees. To work 
for swaraj means to regard the country’s honour as our own, to 
look upon the country’s suffering as ours. 

So far we have not collected more than 20 lakhs in all 
from the country as a whole. Eighty lakhs still remain to be 
collected. For that, we have only 24 days from . now. If we 
work with the speed with which we have worked so far, these 
24 days are nothing to speak of. If we put energy into our efforts, 
the 24 days are more than enough. 

If Gujarat wills it, it can on its own collect 80 lakhs of 
rupees by the end of this month. But Gujarat does not have so 
much faith in itself and, therefore, acting like a miser, it has 
set the limit of its capacity at Rs. 10 lakhs. In a conference at 
Broach, representatives of Gujarat pledged themselves, after full 
deliberation, that they should, as Gujarat’s share of the country’s 
burden: 

1. give 10 lakhs of rupees, 

2. enrol three lakhs of members, and 

3. put one lakh spinning-wheels into commission. 

The main purpose of this leaflet is to point out to people the 
duty of collecting 10 lakhs of rupees and to show how it can 
be fulfilled. 

I have suggested the maximum that we may give, but there 
are not many who will give so much. Most people need some 
standard or basis of calculation. After discussing the matter 
with friends, I suggest the following basis: 

1. Salary-earners should give not less than a tenth part of 
their monthly salary. 

2. Business men, lawyers, doctors and others in independent 
professions should give a twelfth part of their net earnings during 
the previous 12 months. 

3. Those who receive rent from immovable property or 
interest from cash holdings should, if they have mortgaged the 
property, deduct the amount of the mortgage from its value 
and pay at the minimum rate of 2$ per cent on the balance. 

If everyone gives on this basis, we shall easily get a crore 
of rupees. 
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Reader, whether you are a Hindu or Muslim, Parsi, Christian 
or Jew, whether a man or woman, whether you are a mill-owner 
or worker, an employee or independent business man, do not wait 
for anyone to approach you for collection, but go, this very day, 
to any of the centres fixed for receiving contributions and, without 
thinking of others or making any comparisons, pay at least what 
you think you can afford, and so discharge your duty. 

Obtain a receipt from the centre where you pay. 

Let your relatives and friends read this leaflet, collect contri- 
butions from them too and pay them up. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 9-6-1921 


96. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING IN WADHWAN > 

June 9, 1921 

Some people say that I have forgotten Kathiawad. There are 
many things which had better be forgotten. It is better that I 
stay away from Kathiawad. .1 am serving it through the work 
I am doing in British India. At the moment, I am here to beg 
from you contributions to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. I must col- 
lect half a lakh of rupees every day. If India does not fulfil 
her pledge by June 30, it will not be possible to win our goal. 
I have trust in God. I experience His miracles every moment 
and I have confidence that our pledge will be fulfilled. 

At the Amritsar session of the Congress, I had pleaded for 
co-operation with the Government because I put faith in the 
Emperor’s proclamation. I read in it the Government’s regret 
[for what had happened]. I had noted Lord Sinha’s 1 2 language. 
Even Mr. Montagu’s eagerness [that we should accept the Reforms] 
was evident. But, afterwards, experience showed that to co- 
operate with the Government was to participate in sin; to non- 
co-operate is to dissociate oneself from evil, to refuse to be a trai- 
tor and refuse to do injustice. There is no equal justice for all 
under this Government. Only on rare occasions does an Indian 
get justice. There is a great deal of discrimination between 
white and black. 

1 The meeting was held at the residence of the Maharaja of Limbdi. 

2 Satyendra Prasanna Sinha (1864-1928); first Baron of Raipur, lawyer 
and statesman; Under-Secretary of State for India, 1919-20; Governor of Bihar 
and Orissa, 1920-21; first Indian member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 



SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING IN WADHWAN 199 

Because we introduced foreign cloth into our land, our sis- 
ters have been dishonoured and people in the Punjab had to 
crawl on their stomachs. Three crores of people have been re- 
duced to starvation. Even in a place where Lord Jagannath is ins- 
talled, there are people so lean that their ribs show. Even He 
withholds His grace from us. We have been impoverished through 
foreign trade. India loves truthfulness. People say that Kathiawad 
is full of hypocrisy. Navalram 1 has said that the Kathiawadis are 
“sweeter than honey”. When we shall make our good manners a 
matter of the heart, we shall have adopted non-co-operation. 

Kathiawad can inspire the country with confidence and help 
it shed its fear. I do not believe that Kathiawad is a land of 
beggars; the land of warlike people like the Kathis and the Miyanas 
cannot be so. There can be no poverty or unmanliness in a 
region strong by reason of Nature’s bounty, a land of wonders. 
If Kathiawad wills it, it can inspire the whole of India with con- 
fidence and courage. When you come to have faith, you will be 
able to offer your all. 

The women will not suffer as they do if they lay as much 
store by God as by ornaments. How can we believe that the 
children of the land of Sudama 2 and Shri Krishna are effeminate? 
The spinning-wheel will feed people and will support widows, 
but it will not provide means for extravagance at the time of a 
daughter’s marriage. 

Kathiawad should assure me that I can write out and present 
demand drafts on it any time I choose. If it will, Kathiawad 
can completely boycott foreign cloth in a year’s time. Khadi is 
not a sannyasi’s garb. I am not a sannyasi. I have sons, a wife, 
sisters and relatives of every description. I love them. I accept 
their services. I am a fond householder and do not profess to be 
a sannyasi. Khadi is a symbol of nobility. I have been asking 
prostitutes to wear khadi, and I tell chaste women, too, that I look 
upon the body as unclean unless it is dressed in khadi. Just as Sita 
treated the beautiful clothes sent by Ravana as of less worth than 
even leaves, so should we regard foreign cloth as inferior to khadi. 

How can women have chains of gold round their necks? 
At a time like this, only necklaces of yam or tulsi beads are proper. 
At one place, a girl gave me all her ornaments. I told her that 
her parents might take her to task for that. She replied that 
she would not ask for the ornaments to be replaced before swaraj 

1 A nin.eteenth-ccn.tury Gujarati writer 

2 A poor Brahmin, childhood friend of Lord Krishna 
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was won. I told her that she was yet to marry. She replied; 
“While India is a helpless widow, how can I think of marrying and 
becoming the mistress of a house?” What is this but a glimpse 
of the Age of Truth ? 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 19-6-1921 


97. GUJARAT S DUTY 

It may be a mark of wisdom not to embark upon a task in 
the first instance, but, having undertaken one, it is very necessary 
that we see it through. The Gujarat (Political) Conference resolved, 
on the holy banks of the Narmada, to collect by the end of this 
month 10 lakhs of rupees for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, to enrol 
three lakh Congress members and to make a lakh of spinning-wheels 
available. If the Conference doubted its capacity to accomplish 
all this, it could have rejected the resolution, but, actually, it 
embraced the resolution with enthusiasm. The Conference means 
the delegates from Gujarat and Kathiawad, In all seriousness 
they pledged themselves to complete these three tasks before 
June 30. If we fail to make good the pledge, we shall prove 
ourselves unfit for swaraj and it will be difficult for Gujarat to 
carry on the struggle for it. I believe what I said at the Con- 
ference, namely, that even if only one province in the country 
came forward to adopt complete non-co-operation, we would 
win swaraj. By its very nature, such action has the property of 
a right angle. As, in a quadrangle with equal sides, if one angle 
is a right angle the other three are bound to be right angles, so 
also if one province comes forward, the others are bound to follow 
suit. AH that is necessary is to help people overcome their 
fear. If a few persons discover the truth about a creature known 
to be a tiger and, shedding their fear start playing with it, the 
others will immediately join them. One person’s experience serves 
to teach others. This is so about swaraj too. What is necessary 
is for one large group of people to demonstrate their strength. 

If, however, Gujarat fails in its effort even to learn the letters 
of the alphabet, how can it pass the final examination? The pro- 
gramme laid down by the Conference is merely a test of one’s 
ability to write the letters. If we fail in this elementary test, 
we shall only lose faith in ourselves. 

By the time this article comes out, nearly half the month 
will have passed. If we want to make good the pledge taken at 
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the Conference, everyone should see where his own duty lies and 
take up his share of the work. We can achieve our objective if either 
a large number contribute small sums according to their means 
or a few, defying consequences, give their all. If everyone does his 
duty, ' we shall have no difficulty in carrying out the programme. 

On the basis of its capacity to pay, Gujarat’s share cannot 
be just 10 lakhs. If it has not contributed towards public work 
in the past, the reason is that it did not want to. It has had its 
eyes always fixed on Bombay and, therefore, lacks faith in itself. 
How can Viramgam rest satisfied with a contribution of Rs. 
12,000? And Wadhwan with six or seven thousand? These 
figures are indications of our apathy towards public work. There 
was, however, a time when it would have been difficult to collect 
even these amounts in Viramgam or Wadhwan. If it has been 
possible to collect them, it should be possible to collect even more 
in these two places and so too in other towns. Every big town 
should estimate its capacity and collect the amount falling to its 
share. In any case, the standards for collection which, after con- 
sulting friends, I have recommended to the public must be applied. 1 
No person with a fixed salary should give less than 10 per cent of 
his monthly pay. People getting big salaries should of themselves 
give more and thus cover others whose salaries are low. Business 
men, lawyers, doctors and others like them should pay not less 
than 12 per cent. For top men among lawyers and doctors, though, 
how can there be a fixed percentage? 

Gan the lawyer, who earns Rs. 60,000 a year contribute only 
Rs. 5,000 and feel satisfied with that? Shri Das thought little of 
spending half his earnings for public work. When the idea, that 
lawyers should give up practice was first advanced, he had quite 
readily offered to hand over a half of his earnings. In this way, 
lawyers of his standing may give generously and screen brother 
lawyers of weaker mind. Is it much that a man with assets and 
living on interest should give 2J per cent of the value of his 
property? Would a man owning houses worth a lakh of rupees 
be doing anything special if he gave Rs. 2,500? Giving two and 
a half rupees for every hundred amounts to giving no more than 
six months’ interest. Many people realize rent or interest at the 
rate not of five per cent but of 12 per cent of the value of the 
property. For such persons, paying two and a half rupees amounts 
to paying two and a half months’ interest. If we look at the 
matter thus, we shall see that we can easily raise from the towns 


1 Vide “Notes”, 8-6-1921. 
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in Gujarat 10 lakhs before June 30. If we have the triveni 1 of 
capacity, will and efficiency in work, Gujarat will be able to 
redeem its pledge with no great effort. May God help Gujarat. 
[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 12-6-1921 


98. MY NOTES 
Rusting Guns 

I wanted to write at greater length about my tour in the 
South, but I have so much to write concerning my later experi- 
ences that I must be content with a brief recital of some im- 
portant memories only. I observe that, wherever there is even a 
small measure of faith, wherever there are workers, people give 
with a generous heart. I have no time to describe specific instances 
from my experience in the course of this tour, I realized the 
truth of this from what I saw at Barsi, Kurduwadi, Pandharpur 
and Sholapur. There is only one mill at Barsi. The owner is 
Shri Yashwantprasad Hariprasad of the Dcsai family in Bhavnagar. 
Though a mill-owner he takes part in every public activity of the 
town and makes his contribution. His way of living deserves to 
be adopted by other mill-owners. He has built for himself a small 
hut like the ones in which the workers live. He, the mill-workers 
and the officers joined in contributing to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
His workers appeared to be contented. Yashwantprasad has pro- 
found faith in the spinning-wheel and himself works to promote its 
use. He teaches even the children of the mill-workers how to 
spin. He wears khadi himself and exhorts others to do the same. 
There is a good number of other business men in Barsi but, as 
they did not contribute their full share, the total amount collec- 
ted turned out to be less than expected. 

Kurduwadi is merely a railway junction. The population is 
merely 2,000 and yet nearly 2,000 rupees were collected there. 
This, however, was due to the enthusiasm of a single friend from 
Kutch, Seth Raymal. Pandharpur is the Kashi of the South 
but, relatively, the experience there was disappointing. However, 
it requires a separate chapter to itself. Most saints and enlightened 
men of Maharashtra in olden days went to live there. Sholapur, 

1 The confluence of three holy rivers, the Ganga, the Yamuna and the 
Saraswati, near Prayag, Allahabad 
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too, would demand a separate chapter. It is known to be a big 
business centre in Maharashtra. The place has a beautiful temple, 
standing in the middle of a large tank which is known as Siddhesh- 
var and is holy to the Lingayats l . There are some mills in Sholapur 
and there is other business, too. More than 10,000 rupees were 
collected at this place; but that was not much, considering its 
flourishing trade. 

From Sholapur we proceeded to Karnatak. We visited Bagal- 
kot and Bijapur. There was great enthusiasm at both places. 
The collections were also good, despite the famine conditions pre- 
vailing there. Shri Kaujalgi 2 holds sway in these parts. Recently, 
the local magistrate has even done him the kindness to serve a 
notice upon him. Bijapur is famous in the history of Muslim 
rule. It has a number of historic buildings, mosques and mauso- 
leums. I could go and see Sultan Mahomed’s tomb and the Jamma 
Masjid. Nobody in the world is likely to have spent on tombs 
as much as Muslim rulers did. The Taj Mahal is no more than 
a jewelled tomb. I was told that the “Round Dome” 3 of the 
mausoleum is world-famous. The dome rises to a height of 200 
feet. There is a gallery running along the vault. One has to go 
up 150 steps to reach it. The diameter of the vault must be about 
125 feet. Two persons standing at opposite points and talking in 
whispers, with their faces towards the wall, can hear each other. 
The Jamma Masjid at Bijapur is also an impressive structure. I 
saw there a hand-written Koran-e-Sharif which had its leaves 
beautifully ornamented with drawings of creepers. It is, however, 
the rusty guns and the ruined forts about which I wish to write. 
I saw these guns, once the symbols of imperial glory and objects 
of terror to the people, covered with rust and Hindu and Muslim 
children sitting on them and playing at horse-riding. The en- 
circling wall, too, I saw, was a heap of ruins and I was reminded 
of what I had said about the guns in Golaba. I believe that, if 
India fully implements the non-violent non-co-operation programme, 
the British guns will rust, wild grass will grow where they lie 
buried and our children will play gedi-dadc over the spot and in 
the forts built by the British Government throughout the country. 
Very few have put their faith in what I said. Some ridiculed it, 
and some pitied me for my naivete. But I become more con- 
vinced of its truth as days pass. Would anyone, looking at the 

1 Literally, the worshippers of Siva; a sect in the South 

2 Hanumantrao Kaujalgi, a Congress leader of Karnatak 

3 The Gol-Gumbaj 
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Delhi Fort, ever say that he could have imagined that the Mogul 
Empire would one day perish? In the days of that Empire, 
there must have been persons who were ridiculed by the people 
for thinking so. I believe, regardless of all this, that there is a 
greater possibility of this Empire coming down than there might 
have appeared in the case of the Mogul Empire. No empire can 
last in the face of the people’s unfeigned resentment. It is the craven- 
hearted whom others seek to frighten. In this country I often 
see cripples lying full length on public pathways. Nobody threat- 
ens them because they have banished all fear from their heart as 
they lie there. They are quite sure that nobody will harass them 
in any way. Their presence causes inconvenience to thousands of 
passers-by but the latter endure it. In the same way, if we be- 
come as fearless as these cripples, the guns at Colaba and the fort 
will no longer seem ferocious beasts growling at us but appear as 
harmless snakes. 

Unoffending Cap 

As I write these notes, I read in the papers that Shri Kauj- 
algi appeared in a court with a white cap and was, therefore, 
ordered to remove it. On his refusing to comply, he was fined 
Rs. 200 and was ordered out of the court for an hour. At the 
end of the hour, he again entered the court with the same un- 
offending cap. He was, therefore, again ordered to remove it. 
He repeated his refusal and was fined Rs. 200 a second time. The 
magistrate then ordered him to be produced before another 
magistrate. Lawyers do not mind practising in courts in which 
such lawlessness prevails! Let the lawyers do what they will; if 
the people cling to the foreign cap even after hearing this, what 
can be more shameful than that? When innocent persons are 
treated as guilty, one may be sure, trumpets will soon be heralding 
the coming of swaraj. But the shackles of slavery will shine more 
brightly if, on innocent persons being punished as guilty, people 
come to be afraid of doing lawful things. I have seen with my 
own eyes long-term prisoners polishing their chains clean and being 
pleased with the shine. The only way to break the bonds of 
slavery is to be more determined in our non-co-operation the more 
they subject non-co-operators to repression. If in all the courts 
of Bijapur they see only white caps, how many persons will the 
magistrate fine and how will he compel payment of the fines? 

Gujarat Conference 

I must be brief in giving my impressions of this Conference 
also. The Conference should be taken as a preparation for the 
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forthcoming session of the Congress and from that point of vietfrs^i 
it should be considered to have done commendable work. 

The decorations at the Conference were in simple style and 
only swadeshi materials had been used in putting them up. 

Seating arrangements for all were on the ground, the President 
and a few others sitting on a cushioned mattress. The buntings were 
mostly of khadi. A swaraj flag was fluttering at the entrance to the 
pandal. People refrained from talking noisily and there was no 
pressure on space. Seating arrangements for women must be 
counted very good. The speech by the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee was short and couched in excellent Gujarati. He took 
only 15 minutes to read it out. The President’s speech, too, was 
short, simple and framed in courteous language. It breathed as 
much courage as courtesy. We often assume that bluntness and 
fiery language are inseparable from courage and fighting spirit. Shri 
Vallabhbhai Patel has proved that pure strength can go with utmost 
civility. It took him exactly 30 minutes to read out his speech. 

The brevity of the two speeches saved the people much time, 
imposed no strain on anyone and made it possible for a great 
deal of work to be done in two days. The idea of morning and 
evening sessions saved the people from heat. This idea of holding 
our meetings in the early morning needs to be popularized among 
us. In summer, especially, all meetings should be held in the 
early morning. For an ailing man like me, they provided a chair. 

We should give up this practice and, in place of the chair, 
introduce the old-style bajath 1 . One solitary chair in the midst of 
others squatting on the ground or on the dais presents an unbecom- 
ing sight. We must convince people that a chair is not necessary 
for showing respect to a man. At one meeting, the provision of 
chairs led to an embarrassing situation. Only two chairs were 
provided, one to enable me to speak sitting and the other for the 
President. Then came a gentleman, a stranger, a little after the 
meeting had already started. Though all others sat squatting, the 
gentleman felt that he would be inviting loss of dignity if he did 
the same. I took in the situation. I did not think it would be 
proper to explain to him that no loss of dignity was involved in 
the matter. Immediately, therefore, I vacated the chair for him 
and I myself sat on the President’s table. Had only a bajath been 
provided for me, the embarrassing situation would not have arisen. 

The incident was of no consequence in itself, but it holds a 
useful lesson. 


1 Low square table 
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The volunteers must be given credit for rendering good service. 
The results of the training given by Shri Purani were quite evident. 
All the same, I felt that there was room for greater efficiency. I 
saw that they did not quite know how to stop people from making 
noise. They were also wont to collect in small groups. They 
were perhaps lacking in courtesy to children. A nation which 
denies respect to its children, women and domestic servants loses 
its culture. Those, especially, who would serve the public should 
protect the weak as a part of their duty, address them with respect 
and make things easy for them. 

Volunteers at any rate must wear nothing but kliadi. Most 
of the delegates attending the Conference were dressed in foreign 
cloth. This was a painful sight. It is nine months now since 
the pledge of swadeshi was taken and, if even delegates do not 
piit away the love of foreign cloth, are frightened by the heaviness 
of khadi clothes or feel ashamed of such clothes, it would be like 
the sea catching fire. Where shall we find the man who will put 
out such a fire? I know that the turban and the dhoti present 
serious difficulties. If we try, however, we can think of and adopt 
some changes in regard to both these matters. One requires five 
yards’ length for a dhoti of fine count. But three and a half 
yards should suffice if the cloth is coarse. If we require a width 
of 54 inches for a dhoti of fine count, we should be able to manage 
with 45 inches for one of coarse cloth. There should be no difficulty 
at all in getting a piece of white khadi dyed and then set as a 
turban. Should a turban of this type be *felt too heavy, one 
ought to carry on with a khadi cap till such time as fine khadi 
can be produced. 

It would be a very good thing if, at the forthcoming session of 
the Congress, we let people see nothing but khadi in Gujarat. 
Will Gujarat lose anything thereby? On the contrary, it will have 
filled with plenty the homes of some poor people. Anyone who buys 
one yard of khadi adds not less than three annas to a poor man’s 
resources. If but one yard of khadi has so much power in it, 
how will anybody refuse to wear it? Only the man who wears 
khadi with a clear purpose knows what intense patriotism it sym- 
bolizes. 

Women’s Sacrifices 

The sight which women presented when I appealed to the 
public for funds is unforgettable. There was a regular stream of 
them, one following another. They rained jewellery and coins in 
profusion. The men also caught the infection and, it must be 
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said, gave handsomely. While, on the one hand, so much genero- 
sity was shown by both men and women, on the other I heard 
that two men were angry with their wives who had offered 
some articles of jewellery. Jewellery is the wife’s property and the 
husband has no right of any kind with regard to it. It is my 
humble opinion that men should not object if women use their 
jewellery to help a good cause. 

But I must declare myself to have been as much disappointed 
in regard to the women’s clothes as I felt happy over their 
generosity. Perhaps in no other part of India has the use of 
English, Japanese and French saris spread as widely as in Gujarat. 

T his matter deserves the serious attention of women. For the 
sake of India, for safeguarding the virtue of the women of the 
poorer classes in the country, the women of Gujarat should 
voluntarily put up with the heaviness of khadi saris. An exhibition 
of khadi, spinning-wheels and hand-ginning tools was organized 
as part of the Conference. There was no special novelty about 
the spinning-wheels, but they displayed a number of ingenious 
devices. While some were light and portable, so that one could 
carry them about on a journey, some were attractive in appearance 
or deserved praise for their strength. Perhaps there is nothing 
on which so much skill is being employed as what artisans at 
i nnu merable places are spending these days on the spinning-wheel. 
It is my prayer that we may succeed in making the forthcoming 
session of the Congress and the attendant exhibition models for 
such affairs. 

Sarkhej and Sanand 

The difference between two places, one in which preparatory 
work has been done and which has a few sincere workers at least and 
another in which no such work has been done, was clearly seen 
at Sarkhej and Sanand. At Sarkhej, 1,200 rupees could be collected 
in one hour from a population of about 2,000, while at Sanand, 
which has 5,000 residents and enjoys a good trade, the collection 
came to a mere 500. There is a national school in Sarkhej. There 
was complete quiet and order in the meeting at Sarkhej, men and 
women attended in equal numbers and a joint meeting served the 
purpose. At Sanand, separate meetings for men and women were 
held and at both there was no end of noise and disorder. 
The meeting at Sarkhej was open to Antyajas also. From among 
the 20 families of Antyajas there, they had collected Rs. 32 for the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund. In Sanand, we were obliged to visit the 
Antyajas separately and received from them about Rs. 7. 
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I do not wish to run down Sanand by this criticism. I am 
certain that, if a few men of character work as volunteers i n 
Sanand and induce some local gentleman to take interest in their 
work, the place can stand alongside of Sarkhej. I hope that 
some volunteer or other will go and post himself in Sanand and 
the needed awakening will follow. I suggest to the residents of 
Sanand that they should, without delay, put the public work 
there on an organized basis and see that the place gets the credit 
it deserves. 


Harming Other Countries 

Referring to my statement that I would never be guilty of 
seeking India’s good at the expense of any other country, a young 
man asks me what I have to say about the great harm to England 
which is bound to follow from the spinning-wheel movement and 
non-co-operation. Such questions arc asked again and again. 
Questions which spin very fine sound good; however, if the ques- 
tioners give up spinning with their mind and take to spinning 
with the wheel, their mental knots will get unravelled by them- 
selves. I do not at all believe that any harm can come to 
England from the spinning-wheel movement or non-co-operation. 
They are both means of self-purification. They will purify us 
and England as well. Just as we may think that the closing 
of liquor-booths will harm the proprietors and the customers, so 
may we take a like view of non-co-operation and the spinning-wheel. 
I do not, besides, believe in setting fire to my house so that I 
might go on a pilgrimage. As I would not think of harming a 
foreign country, so would I not permit harm to my own. Just 
as trade with Manchester harms India and, therefore, deserves to 
be given up, so India’s opium trade with China harms the latter 
and I, therefore, believe that it must be given up. If anybody has 
been exploiting us and if we seek by non-violent efforts to end the 
exploitation, no harm can come to the other party. 

Hindu-Muslim Unity 

This same friend is still sceptical about Hindu-Muslim unity. 
He writes : “So long as Muslims kill even one mute creature in the 
country or follow the practice of suspending chameleons in their 
iaboots 1 , unity is impossible.” I see sheer ignorance in this view. 
Crores of Hindus kill other animals and, in the name of religion, 
suspend creatures as the Muslims do the chameleon and yet we 

1 Tableaux taken out in procession during Moharram 
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do not fight with them. Why, then, should we quarrel with 
the Muslims? Tolerance is also one of the virtues of Hinduism, 
as it is of other faiths. Out of regard and love for the Hindus, 
Muslims refrain these days from killing the cow. I give them 
my thanks for this, and I think everybody should do the same. 
[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 12-6-1921 


99. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, AHMEDABAD ‘ 

June 12, 1921 

This is Maulana Mahomed Ali’s first visit to Ahmedabad. 
You have given him a cordial welcome and are naturally eager 
to hear him. I did not wish to stand between you and him for 
long but, when I arrived here, I felt as if stabbed with a dagger. 

I cannot now finish in a few minutes. When, at Sabarmati, 

I learnt that the Maulana Saheb had already arrived, I felt 
really glad and I forthwith came over here. But what was the 
first thing I heard on arriving here? That the workers had not 
reported themselves for duty today. They went to the mills and 
came away. By acting in this way, they have brought shame on 
themselves, on Anasuyabehn and on Banker. How you have 
brought shame on these two, you may reason out for yourselves. 
In any case, you have most certainly put me to shame. 

Mill-workers will not succeed in exploiting me. To tell the . 
truth, I believe that nobody in the country can exploit me. I, who 
am striving for the freedom of the country, shall not be a slave 
of workers. Perhaps you imagine that Anasuyabehn is only a 
woman and she can be hoodwinked; and Gandhi is an old man, 
a withering leaf, all the time out touring the country, and he too 
can be fooled. But you will not succeed. Just now you heard the 
poem about a tyrant sung by our friend Akhtar. One who 
wishes to be free from the tyranny of the oppressor will not seek 
to enslave others. You would have honoured Maulanas Shaukat 
Ali and Mahomed Ali best by remaining in the mills and work- 
ing. You took three holidays to celebrate the Id. Despite that, 
yesterday, too, I forced myself to gulp the bitter draught. 1 2 But it 
is impossible for me to swallow it today. 

1 The meeting was addressed by Mahomed Ali. Gandhiji presided. 

2 The workers had taken the day off to attend a meeting addressed by 
Shaukat Ali. 

XX-14 
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You seem to think that Gandhi really wants violence to break 
out but, being a ‘big’ man, he cannot say so openly and, there- 
fore, when he asks you to avoid violence, you must understand 
him to mean that you should resort to it. It is not right for you 
to draw such a wrong-headed conclusion. You did that in April, 
1919, and killed two innocent persons. Do not persuade yourselves 
that Gandhi is a big man and, therefore, when he urges you not 
to set fire to buildings or draw the sword, your duty is to do the 
opposite. Let me warn you that, if you commit a similar mistake 
again, you will find that your knife has cut Gandhi’s throat. If 
you think that Gandhi, who loves you like his kith and kin, m ean? 
just the opposite of what he openly says, you will be cutting his 
throat with your knife. I tremble at the very thought of your com- 
mitting such mistakes. I ask you: what business had you to leave 
your mills? A few men shouted at you and you walked out! 
It is not manliness that you have exhibited by running away in 
this way. If Muslims want to save the Khilafat and Hindus 

their Hinduism and both their motherland, then they will have 
to be brave as lions. They cannot afford to be lambs. We do 
not want to follow the ways of lawless men. We do not seek 
to save Islam and Hinduism in that way. We are out to show 

that we are brave men. We do not want to meet deceit with 

deceit. We do not want to kill the man who comes to kill us, 
but have decided to lay down our own lives instead. Under- 

stand this very clearly. By their conduct today, the workers have 
disgraced me, have insulted the Maulana Saheb and obstructed 
the work for swaraj, the Khilafat and India. They have checked 
the rising moon of swaraj, have eclipsed it. How can you 
do anything which may make me lose heart— me who am wholly 
engrossed in one single task? I had such faith in the workers. I 
thought the noble workers who, sitting daily under a tree for 23 
days, 1 took a pledge with God as witness, would never forget Him. 
But today you did not think about the Khilafat, about Hinduism 
and about India. 

Now, therefore, as an act of penitence you should beg the mill- 
owners’ pardon and put in the hours for which you have kept 
away from work. There will be nobility in doing so. You are 
afraid that the mill-owners will trample you down. Such fear 
becomes lambs. The strong will not feel afraid in this way. They 

1 The reference is to the meetings under the babul tree at Ahmedabad 
where Gandhiji used to address the mill-workers on strike; vide Vol. XXV, 
p. 217. 
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cannot be crushed under foot. But everyone in the world will seek 
to trample upon a man who is without such strength. In fact, 
non-co-operation means learning to be men and teaching others 
to be so. 

If you want us to work for you, do not understand us to mean 
the opposite of what we say. With what face can I now approach 
the mill-owners for help in the cause of swaraj and the Khilafat? 
They will roundly tell me that my work will bring ruin to India. 
If they have earned millions, they will say, they have also given 
something to the workers,' and they must, in rertum, make good 
use of the money they give them. If the workers go on spending 
money the way they do at present, these mill-owners will tell 
me, India will forget all self-control. I do not wish this to hap- 
pen but that is the path you seem to have taken. Had I been a 
mill-owner myself, I would have shown you that you could 
never succeed in making me your slave. They are lambs before 
you at present. The mill-owners and you are both waiting for a 
chance to crush each other and each side fears the other. And so 
you do not want that, as a result of your seeking their pardon, 
they should gain the upper hand. 

I wish to tell you about the regret expressed by the Ali Bro- 
thers. Do you think they have done so to escape imprisonment? 
They are in no way afraid of it. All three of us are working so that 
we may be hanged during this year. Have they, then, expressed 
regret for your sake? Not at all. They have done so for the sake 
of others who are working sincerely to secure justice on the Khila- 
fat issue. I told them that their speeches were much too vehement 
and some persons might conclude from them that they wished to 
incite them to violence. They accepted my humble advice and 
declared frankly to the whole country that they did not want 
violence. The Brothers know that peace and the sword are no 
friends of each other. They have declared that, if non-co-opera- 
tion fails to solve the Khilafat issue, they will take up the sword and 
kill the enemy or be killed themselves and thus force a solution. My 
own religion forbids me to take up arms. I would not kill any- 
body. I would lay down my own life to save Hinduism rather 
than kill another. Despite this difference between the Ali Brothers 
and myself, I have been able to convince them that, at the present 
time, it would be best for us not to take up arms. They have not 
expressed regret in order to save themselves from being imprisoned. 
It is, however, wrong to invite imprisonment by losing control 
over our emotions. If we try to purify ourselves and make sacrifi- 
ces, and if the tyrant arrests us for doing so, the world will spit 
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upon him. If a sincere, holy man is sent to the gallows, the oppres- 
sor will invite upon himself the contempt of the entire world. We 
wish that the Government lays its hands on us and hangs us. If 
Ahmedabad, if India, views in a different light the regret ex- 
pressed by the Ali Brothers, they are wrong. Day by day, we 
are growing stronger in our nobility. You should cultivate disci- 
pline and be men of nobility. If you do not like a particular thing 
and, having expressed your disapproval, you resist it, one can under- 
stand that; but how can it be tolerated if you take the law into your 
own hands? If you learn this truth, you will have it in your 
hands to secure justice on the Punjab and the Khilafat issues and 
win swaraj. 

Handbills addressed to workers have been distributed today. 

It is your duty to contribute to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, to get 
yourselves enrolled as members of the Congress and to introduce 
the s pinnin g-wheel in your homes. Rest assured that if you do 
so, you will have insured yourselves against famine. Mill-workers 
should not wear mill-made cloth; they should realize that mill- 
cloth is for the use of the very poor. 

I wish to tell you a word or two as regards my relations with 
the Ali Brothers. I do not think we are any the less close to each 
other than brothers born of the same mother. I have known them < 
from the time of my visit to Delhi in 1915. I have not left them, * 
nor they me, since that day. They are orthodox Muslims, and I 
f-laim to be a strict Hindu. They do not wish that I should 
compromise my religion, nor I that they should compromise theirs. 
Though adhering to our respective faiths, we have developed such 
relations that we are ready to mount the gallows together and be 
reduced to ashes. Both Hinduism and Islam possess this nobility. 

And now I request the Maulana Saheb to address you and give 
you his message. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 16-6-1921 



100. LETTER TO RANCHHODDAS PATWARI 


June 13, 1921 

RESPECTED BHAI RANCHHODDAS 1 , 

You may differ from me on the issue of Antyajas , but I should 
like you to contribute, and persuade others to contribute, to the 
[Tilak] Swaraj Fund for helping the spinning-wheel movement 
and educational work. I hope for much from you. Chi. Chhagan- 
lal showed me the article you wrote. I have not been able to 
read it, however. I shall do so when I get time. 

Respectful greetings from 
Mohandas 

From a photostat of the original in Gujarati: G.W. 2797; also G.N. 4115. 
Courtesy: the Patwari family 


101. LETTER TO PRABHASHANKAR PATTAMI 2 

Ahmedabad, 

June 13 , 1921 

DEAR FRIEND, 

Correspondents from Bhavnagar tell me that you are not op- 
posed to all of my activities. I certainly expect help from you, and 
from everyone else, for the spinning-wheel, movement and educa- 
tional work. I should like you to contribute to the Swaraj Fund, 
and persuade others also to do so, the contributions being ear- 
marked for these causes* 

Vandemataram from 

Mohandas 

From a photostat of the Gujarati: C.W. 3177; also S.N. 27769 and G.N. 

5864 


1 Dewan of Gondal 

2 Sir Prabhashankar Pattani, Dewan of the former Bhavnagar State in 
Saurashtra 



102. TO WOMEN 


Satyagraha Ashram, 
Jeth Sud 9, Samval 1977 [ June 14, 1921] 

This is my last leaflet. I do not know what effect these leaflets 
have produced so far. If even a single class of people to whom they 
are addressed respond fully to the appeal, we should certainly 
succeed in collecting 10 lakhs by the end of June. 

No other class of people in the country has shown evidence 
of as much awakening as the women. In the past they never at- 
tended national meetings in any great number. But now they 
go in their thousands to meetings everywhere. To a man of faith 
like me, this very fact is an auspicious sign. It tells me that we are 
nearing the day when we shall have the rule of dharma. 

Even if other classes of people in the country do nothing to 
uphold its honour, women by themselves can uphold it. They have 
at all times preserved dharma, have laid down their lives for its 
sake. Women like Sita and Damayanti have endured untold hard- 
ships in following dharma. 

Women, in their large-hearted ness, even keep alive hundreds 
of superstitions and senseless practices. If these same women rea- 
lize the importance of national work, is there anything they can- 
not do? The national treasury would not remain unfilled after that. 

The late Lokamanya Tilak’s name is not unknown to women, 
nor is his memory less dear to them. His strength of character 
sheds lustre on India and his self-sacrifice is a sustaining memory 
for the country. Gujarat has been called upon to contribute 
10 lakhs to a fund for perpetuating his memory and establishing 
swaraj. . Women can give cash and jewellery to this Fund. What 
should women have to do with jewellery in these times? How 
can they have the heart to wear ornaments when crorcs of Indians 
go hungry and tyranny stalks the land? Was Sitaji in Ashok- 
vatika decked in jewellery? Were there any ornaments on Dama- 
yanti’s person when she went crying in a frenzy of grief in the 
forest? Was Taramati bedecked in necklaces of pearls and dia- 
monds when she accompanied Harishchandra in his wanderings? 
To me at any rate it seems an unworthy thing to wear jewellery 
in these times when adkarma prevails. 

To those women who keep jewellery as provision against a 
rainy day, I will only say this: “If you trust God, that trust will 
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help you more than your jewellery. Remember that there are 
crores of women in India who do not own even a small ring of 
gold weighing no more than a few grains and who have no- 
where to lay their heads on. God provides food even to these. If 
you, too, feel no shame in doing physical work, your sacred hands 
and feet will serve you better than your jewellery will. God will 
assuredly give food to those to whom He has given teeth. No 
honest person who is prepared to work has at any time gone with- 
out food. It is only the lazy who feel compelled to depend on 
jewellery. Let women shake off laziness and also discard jewellery. 

The money which women contribute will be so used that it 
will serve the same purpose as jewellery for it will be spent for 
supplying spinning-wheels to poor women and imparting the right 
kind of education to our children. In other words, the money and 
the jewellery donated by women will profit none else but women. 
The man who keeps his earnings and spends them for his own 
pleasures is regarded as a selfish fellow and a traitor to the family, 
while the man who puts his earnings in the family safe gets the 
same benefit from their use as the former from his, but is looked 
upon as a selfless man and a servant of 'the family. Serving the 
country means looking upon the country a£ one’s family. Of the 
money which we contribute to the national treasury, too, we get 
the full advantage. Just as our fellow-countrymen get the benefit 
of the money we put into this treasury, so do we have the benefit of 
the money which they put into it. Thus, the women who give any 
money or jewellery to the national fund will lose nothing at all. 

Women can also persuade their husbands and other members 
of their families to help in this matter. It often happens that, owing 
to the extravagant habits of their womenfolk, men are not able 
to contribute to national causes as much as they would like to. 
At times, women actually stop their husbands from contributing. 
I appeal to them to desist from this and to encourage the men to 
give something. I am also not ignorant of the fact that there are 
many women who even urge their menfolk to give more rather than 
less and succeed in their attempts. Let other women follow the 
example of these. 

, It is my prayer to those women who read this leaflet to per- 
suade others to read it. I hope that women will not be content with 
giving something themselves but will also induce their friends to do so. 

Obtain a receipt from the centre where you pay. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 16-6-1921 



103. NOTES 
That Apology 

The Ali Brothers’ apology still continues to tax people’s 
minds. I continue to receive letters expostulating with me for 
having gone to the Viceroy at all. Some consider that I have 
bungled the whole affair; others blame the Brothers for having for 
once weakened, and that in deference to me. I know that in a 
short while the storm will blow over. For, in spite of all I have 
heard and read, I feel that I did the right thing in responding 
to the Viceroy’s wish to know my views. It would have been 
wrong on my part to have waited for a formal written invita- 
tion from His Excellency. I feel, too, that I gave the best advice 
possible in the interests of Islam and India, when I asked the Bro- 
thers to make the statement issued by them. The Ali Brothers have 
showed humility and courage of a high order in making the 
statement. They have shown that they arc capable of sacrificing 
their pride and their all for the sake of their faith and country. 
They have served the cause by making the statement, as they would 
have injured it by declining to make it. 

A Remonstrance 

In spite of all that conviction in me, lam not surprised at the 
remonstrances I am receiving. They but show that the methods 
now being pursued are new, that the country will^ot surrender 
a little of its just demands, and for their satisfaction, it wishes to 
rely purely upon its own strength. 

I give below the relevant parts of the strongest argument in 
condemnation of my advice and its acceptance by the Brothers. 
The letter, moreover, is written by one of the greatest among the 
non-co-operators. It is not written for publication at all. But I 
know the writer will not mind my sharing it with the reader. For 
I have no doubt that he represents the sentiments of several 
thoughtful non-co-operators. It is my humble duty to discuss the 
issues arising from the incident, and the implications of non-co- 
operation. It is only by patient reasoning that I hope to be able 
to demonstrate the truth, the beauty and the reasonableness of 
non-co-operation. Here then are the extracts: 

The statement of the Brothers, taken by itself and read without 

reference to what has preceded and followed it, is a manly enough docu- 



NOTES 


217 


ment. If, in the heat of the moment, they have said things which, they 
now find, may reasonably be taken to have a tendency to incite to vio- 
lence, they have, in publishing their regret, taken the only honourable 
course open to public men of their position. I should also have been 
prepared to justify the undertaking they have given for the future, had 
that undertaking been addressed to those of their co-workers, who, un- 
like themselves, do not believe in the cult of violence in any circum- 
stances whatever. But the general words ‘public assurance and promise 
to all who may require it* cannot, in the circumstances, leave anyone in 
doubt as to the particular party who did require such ‘assurance and 
promise* and at whose bidding it was given. The Viceroy’s speech has 
now made it perfectly clear, and wc have the indisputable fact that the 
leader of the non-co-operation movement has been treating with the 
Government, and has secured the suspension of the prosecution of the 
Brothers, by inducing them to give a public apology and an undertaking. 

In this view of the case, — and I fail to see what other view is pos- 
sible — very serious questions affecting the whole movement arise for 
consideration. Indeed it seems to me that the whole principle of non- 
co-operation has been given away. 

I am not one of those who fight shy of the very name of Govern- 
ment, nor of those who look upon an eventual settlement with the Gov- 
ernment as the only means of obtaining , redress of our wrongs and 
establishing swaraj. I believe in what you have constantly taught, viz., 
that the achievement of swaraj rests entirely and solely with us. At 
the same time, I do not, nor so far as I am aware do you, exclude the 
possibility of a settlement with the Government under proper condi- 
tions. Such settlement, however, can only relate to principles, and can 
have nothing to do with the convenience or safety of individuals. In a 
body of co-workers you cannot make distinctions between man and man, 
and the humblest of them is entitled to the same protection at the hands 
of the leaders as the most prominent. Scores, if not hundreds, of our 
men have willingly gone to gaol for using language far less strong than 
that indulged in by the Brothers. Some at least of these could easily have 
been saved by giving a similar apology and undertaking, and yet it never 
occurred to anyone to advise them to do so. On the contrary, their ac- 
tion was applauded by the leaders and the whole of the non-co-opera- 
tionist Press. The case which more forcibly than any other comes to 
my mind at the moment is that of Hamid Ahmad, who has recently been 
sentenced at Allahabad to transportation for life and forfeiture of property. 
Is there any reason why this man should not be saved? I find Maulana 
Mahomed Ali pays him a high tribute in his Bombay speech of the 30th 
May. What consolation this tribute will bring to Hamid Ahmad from a 
man similarly situated who has saved himself by an apology and an under- 
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taking, I cannot say. Then there are so many others rotting in gaol who 
have committed no offence, and a great many more already picked out for 
the same fate. Is it enough for us to send them our good wishes from the 
safe positions we ourselves enjoy? 

The Viceroy in his speech has made it clear that the only definite 
result of the several interviews you had with him is the apology and the 
undsrtaking from the Brothers. You have atso made it quite clear in your 
subsequent speeches that our campaign is to go on unabated. It seems 
that no point involving any principle has been settled, except what need- 
ed no negotiating on either side, viz., that there is to be no incitement 
to violence. I do not say that, in this state of things, there should have 
been no treating with the Government, though much can be said in sup- 
port of that view. When it was found that the game had to be played 
out, it would have been quite legitimate for two such honourable adver- 
saries as yourself and Lord Reading to agree to the rules of the game, so 
as to avoid foul play on cither side. These rules would, of course, apply 
to all who took part in the game, and not to certain favoured individuals 
only. The most essential thing was to agree upon the weapons to be 
used. While certain local Governments profess to meet propaganda by 
propaganda, they are really using repression of the worst type. Many 
other similar points would, in my opinion, be proper subjects of discussion, 
even when no agreement cotild be arrived at on the main issue. 

I hope you will not misunderstand me. I yield to none in my 
admiration of the sacrifices made by the Brothers, and consider it a high 
privilege to have their personal friendship. What has been preying upon 
my mind for some time past is, that we, who are directly responsible for 
many of our workers going to gaol and suffering other hardships, are 
ourselves practically immune. For example, the Government could not 
possibly have devised any form of punishment, which would cause some 
of us more pain and mental suffering, than sending innocent boys to gaol 
for distributing leaflets, while the author remained free. I think the time 
has come when the leaders should welcome the opportunity to suffer, and 
stoutly decline all offers of escape. It is in this view of the case that I have 
taken exception to the action of the Ali Brothers. Personally, I love them. 

Misapprehension 

The letter breathes nobility and courage. And those very 
qualities have led to a misapprehension of the situation. The 
unfortunate utterance of the Viceroy is responsible for the mis- 
understanding. 

The apology of the Brothers is not made to the Government. 
It is addressed and tendered to friends, who drew their attention 
to their speeches. It was certainly not given ‘at the bidding of the 
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Viceroy’. I betray no confidence when I say that it was not 
even suggested by him. As soon as I saw the speeches, I stated, 
in order to prove the bona fides of the Brothers and the entirely 
non-violent character of the Movement, that I would invite them 
to make a statement. There was no question of bargaining for 
their freedom. Having had my attention drawn to their speeches, 

I could not possibly allow them to go to gaol (if I could prevent 
it) on the ground of proved incitement to violence. 1 have given the 
same advice to all the accused, and told them that, if their speeches 
were violent, they should certainly express regret. A non-co-opera- 
tor could not do otherwise. Had the Brothers been charged be- 
fore a court of law, I would have advised them to apologize to 
the court for some of the passages in their speeches which, in 
my opiniop, were capable of being interpreted to mean incitement 
to violence. It is not enough for a non-co-operator not to mean 
violence, it is necessary that his speech must not be capable of 
a contrary interpretation by reasonable men. We must be above 
suspicion. The success of the Movement depends upon its retaining 
its absolute purity. I therefore suggest to the writer and to those 
who may think like him that the whole principle of non-co-opera- 
tion has not only not been ‘giyen away’ as the writer contends, 
but its non-violent character has been completely vindicated by 
the Brothers’ apology, and the case therefore greatly strengthened. 

Who Is Free? 

What, however, is galling to the writer is that whilst the 
Brothers have remained free, the lesser lights are in prison for hav- 
ing spoken less strongly than they. 

That very fact shows the real character of non-co-operation. 
A non-co-operator may not bargain for personal safety. It was 
open to me to bargain for the liberty of the others. Then I would 
have given away the whole case for non-co-operation. I did not 
bargain even for the Brothers’ liberty. I stated in the clearest 
possible terms that, no matter what the Government did, it would 
be my duty on meeting the Brothers to advise them to make the 
statement to save their honour. 

Unconditional Honesty 

We must ‘play the game’, whether the Government reci- 
procate or not. Indeed, I for one do not expect the Government 
to play the game. It was when I came to the conclusion that 
there was no honour about the Government that I non-co-opera- 
ted. Lord Reading may wish, does wish to do right and justice. 
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But he will not be permitted to. If the Government were honour- 
able, they would have set free all the prisoners as soon as they 
decided not to prosecute the Ali Brothers. If the Government were 
honourable, they would not have caught youths and put them in 
prison, whilst they left Pandit Motilal Nehru the arch-offender 
free. If the Government were honourable, they would not counte- 
nance bogus Leagues of Peace. If the Government were honour- 
able, they would have long ago repented for their heinous deeds, 
even as we have for every crime committed by our people in 
Amritsar, Kasur, Viramgam, Ahmcdabad, and recently in Malegaon. 
I entertain no false hopes or misgivings about the Government. 
If the Government were tomorrow to arrest the Ali Brothers, I 
would still justify the apology. They have acted in the square, and 
we must all do likewise. Indeed, inasmuch as the Government 
arc still arresting people for disaffection, they are arresting the Ali 
Brothers. 

The writer is, again, not taking a correct view of non-co- 
operation in thinking that non-co-operators, who are in gaol, are 
less fortunate than we who are outside. For me, solitary confine- 
ment in a prison cell, without any breach on my part of the code 
of non-co-operation, or private or public morals, will be free- 
dom. For me, the whole of India is a prison, even as the master’s 
house is to his slave. A slave, to be free, must continuously rise 
against his slavery and be locked up in his master’s cell for his 
rebellion. The cell-door is the door to freedom. I feel no pity for 
those who are suffering hardships in the gaols of the Government. 
Innocence under an evil Government must ever rejoice on the 
scaffold. It was the easiest thing for the Brothers to have rejected 
my advice, and embraced the opportunity of joining their com- 
rades in the gaols. I may inform the reader that, when during the 
last stage of the South African struggle I was arrested,' my wife 
and all friends heaved a sigh of relief. It was in the prisons of 
South Africa that I had leisure and peace from strife and struggle. 

It is perhaps now clear why the non-co-operation prisoners 
may not make any statement to gain their freedom . 

Disaffection a Virtue 

To illustrate the dishonourable character of the existing 
system of Government, I have two telling instances before me. 
Principal Gidwani, the Vice-Chancellor of the Gujarat Vidya- 
pith, has received a summons from Madras to answer the charge 


1 This was in November 1913; vide Vol. XII, p. 262. 
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of disaffection in connection with a speech delivered two months 
ago at Bezwada. There is no question of incitement to violence, 
as the charge itself would show. Section 124A, under which 
Mr. Gidwani is charged, runs: “Whoever .... attempts to bring 
into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffec- 
tion towards His Majesty or the Government established by law 
in British India, shall be punished. . . No one preaches hatred 
or disaffection towards the King. The disaffection which Mr. Gid- 
wani must have preached, the Ali Brothers are preaching cease- 
lessly. No one, perhaps, excels me in harbouring and promoting 
disaffection towards it. Indeed, I hold it to be the duty of every 
good man to be disaffected towards the existing Government, 
if he considers it, as non-co-operators consider it, to be evil. 
Having decided not to prosecute the Ali Brothers, the Government 
should have stopped all prosecutions except for violence. But 
under the existing system of Government, even an cx-Lord Chief 
Justice of England cannot prevent a divorce between profession 
and practice, unless he tears himself from his environment, and 
supersedes the corrupt traditions of a corrupt system. 

Afflicted Sind 

A friend 'sends me the following graphic description of the 
realities of repression in Sind: 

The Commissioner in Sind has issued a confidential circular asking 
the Mukhtiarkars to start a counter-agitation against non-co-operation. The 
Mukhtiarkars in some places are taking strange steps to check non-co-opera- 
tion. Besides adopting the frank and open method of starting anti-non-co- 
operation committees, to which one may not take objection, they have at 
some places asked the people not to allow the non-co-operation propagand- 
ists to lodge with them, and have asked the panchayats to prevent people 
from attending their lectures. Cases have actually happened in which the * 
propagandists, .after they had lodged at a place (Badin), were asked by 
the host to leave. At Khipro, in Thar Parkar district, a lecturer, while at 
some distance from the town, was assaulted by a masked man who did not 
touch his money, but pulled him down from the camel and struck him 
with a heavy stick. He took away his swaraj banner and shawl, leaving 
the watch and money untouched. It is known all over the district that 
the assault was instigated by a well-known official, but owing to the ter- 
rorism of the police which prevails there, people do not come forward 
to give statements. Things are worse in the Sakkar district. About three 
weeks ago, the Sakkar District Conference was held at Ubauvro at a 
distance of 10 miles from the railway station. The Deputy Collector of 
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the division told the gharriwallas not to give their carriages to the wearers 
of Gandhi caps. The gharriwallas dared not incur the displeasure of the 
Deputy Collector, and they consented to this through fear. When the 
President, Mr. Virumal Begraj, Mr. Mulchand, a non-co-operating plea- 
der of Sakkar and others arrived at the station from Sakkar, no car- 
riages were available. A bullock-cart driver, who in the end agreed to 
take them, received a beating from a police Jamadar, and so he also 
declined to go. The President and others had to walk about a mile in 
the sun to reach a neighbouring village, where the panchayat got them 
conveyances, which brought them to Ubauvro in the heat of the day. At 
Ubauvro, the people would not come to the Conference, as they had been 
told that in their absence their houses would be broken into. Arrange- 
ments were therefore made by the volunteers of the Conference to patrol 
the town while the people attended the Conference. During the Confe- 
rence, a Mohammedan backed up by the C. I. D. officials insisted on 
speaking, but would not say on what resolution. When after all allowed 
to speak, he attacked one of the workers present in offensive language, 
but people bore with him patiently. After a short time, another, with- 
out any provocation, fell upon two volunteers, and belaboured them and 
two neighbours with blows and shoes. The persons assaulted did not 
retaliate. Throughout the Conference, the organizers were living in 
constant apprehension of an outbreak of violence, but in spite of the 
persistent efforts of the agents of the officials, their incitement to violence 
proved futile. The gharriwallas refused to take the Conference delegates 
even on the return journey. At Mirpur Mathelo, where the party got 
down on the way, Maulvi Taj Mahomed was openly insulted by some 
of the officials present at the meeting, but he and the audience bore 
these insults without retaliating by word or deed. Things are daily grow- 
ing worse in the district since the Conference. The Mukhtiarkars that side 
have been holding meetings of Mohammedans and telling them that the 
Hindus were beguiling them and deceiving them. The Mohammedans have 
therefore been openly telling the Hindus that if they lodge the non-co- 
operators with them, they (Mohammedans) would commit thefts in the 
houses of Hindus. In one village, the Congress party got down at the local 
temple. Soon after, about 30 Mohammedans armed with lathis surrounded 
the temple, saying that they were waiting to beat the lecturers. In 
the end, the temple-keeper persuaded the party to leave by another door. 
At Ghotki, Mr. Choithram Valecha, the young Secretary of the Sakkar 
Congress Committee, was surrounded by about 30 or 40 Mohammedans 
armed with lathis. He stood calmly, prepared to receive the beating. At 
this, a number of young Hindus came up to Mr. Valecha and sat down 
quietly by him. The local Hindu panchayat, becoming aware of the situa- 
tion, sent men for Mr. Valecha and the two or three other Congress volun- 
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teers accompanying him. When they went to the panchayat, the 30 or 
40 armed Mohammedans followed them and sat in the panchayat meeting. 
They said that they wanted to beat Mr. Valecha. The panchayat appeal- 
ed to Mr. Valecha to leave the town. He replied that he woud leave 
the town when he had finished his work there, and not before. The 
panchayat seeing him firm, asked the Mohammedans to leave, so that 
it might proceed with its work. The Mohammedans only laughed in re- 
turn, refusing to leave the meeting. After fruitlessly waiting for one hour, 
the panchayat saw no alternative but to persuade Mr. Valecha to leave 
the town accompanied by about 40 Hindus, who saw him off at the sta- 
tion. No step has been taken by the higher officials, so far as we Know, 
against any one of those who have adopted these methods of threatening, 
coercion, actual violence and threats of violence to prevent the message of 
the Congress being carried to the villages. Are these the methods with 
which Lord Reading or Sir George Lloyd 1 wishes to fight the Movement? 

The last sentence is evidently a friendly hit at me. It is to 
remind me that I have said some complimentary things about 
Lord Reading and Sir George Lloyd. My compliments stand not- 
withstanding these revelations. They prove the essence of my 
charge against the system, that it makes the best of administra- 
tors powerless for good. Sir George, probably, has as much in- 
fluence over the Commissioner of Sind as he has over a street 
urchin. He has to fear the former, and can, if he wishes, even 
frighten the latter. The great feat of Lord Reading's is to invite 
Mr. Thompson of the Punjab fame to accept a higher post, and 
succeed in inducing him to condescend to do so. Sir George Lloyd, 
where he can personally supervise, shows himself to be tactful 
and yielding as a rule. Lord Reading can procure palliatives, 
as in the case just mentioned. But Sir George will not resign, 
because the Commissioner of Sind says he is as good as Gover- 
nor Lloyd. Nor would Lord Reading resign, because the officials 
in the plains laugh at his intentions to do justice. Both honestly 
believe that, without them, things might at least have been worse. 
Non-co-operation has stepped in to show to all who care that they 
may not flirt with evil and hope to do good. When the basis is 
evil, a superstructure of good adds strength to evil. It would be 
wrong to blame such administrators because they fail, for they 
fail in spite of themselves. Our non-co-operation will open their 
eyes to the depth of the evil that is in the system if we will dis- 
criminate between the system and its administrators, all of whom 
certainly are not bad. 

1 Governor of Bjmbay and Sind, which then constituted a single province 
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But all this academic discussion about the merits and demerits 
of administrators can bring little comfort to the Sindhi sufferers. 

I tender my congratulations to them for their courage and pa- 
tience under very trying circumstances. If they continue to suffer 
patiently and bravely, the end will be brought nearer by this 
unbridled and unscrupulous repression. We must try, by patient 
endurance, to win over to us our misguided countrymen who be- 
come easy tools in the hands of unprincipled officials. Gradually, 
as in other parts of India, so in Sind, the villagers will shed the 
fear of the officials, and welcome Congress and Khilafat men as 
their real friends and deliverers. If we have faith, presently it will 
become impossible to play the Mohammedans against the Hindus 
and vice versa. 

Khadi in Temples 

Foreign cloth has made such encroachments upon our life 
that we use it even for sacred purposes. Thus I noticed the use of 
foreign cloth for the decoration of idols in Puri and Ayodhya, 
and, indeed, in almost all the temples I have visited. Even the 
sacred thread is not always handmade. It refreshes me, therefore, 
to find a correspondent from Sind sending the news that 
Acharya Gidwani of the Gujarat Vidyapith was the first, when he 
recently visited Sind, to present a khadi cover for the Granth 
Saheb instead of foreign silk which is usually presented. I hope 
the good example will be followed by all devotees and foreign 
cloth replaced in all temples by khadi. 

A Parent’s Duty 

This year, my third son aged 21 years has passed his B.A. with 
honours at an enormous expense. He does not wish to enter Government 
service. He wants to take up national service only. My family consists of 
twelve members. I have still to educate five boys. I had an estate, which 
has been sold to pay a debt of Rs. 2,000. In educating my three sons, 
I have spent all my earnings, and all this in the hope that my third son 
would secure the highest degree in the University, and then try to retrieve 
the position I have almost lost. I had expected him to be able to take 
up the whole burden of my family. But now I am almost led to think 
that I must give my family up to ruin. There is a conflict of duties on 
the one hand and motives on the other. I seek your careful consideration 
and advice. 

This is a typical letter. And it is the universality, almost, of 
the attitude, that set me against the present system of education 
years ago, and made me change the course of the education of all 
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my boys and others with (in my opinion) excellent results. The 
hunt after position and status has ruined many a family, and has 
made many depart from the path of rectitude. Who does not know 
what questionable things fathers of families in need of money for 
their children’s education have considered it their duty to do? I 
am convinced that we are in for far worse times, unless we chang e 
the whole system of our education. We have only touched the 
fringe of an ocean of children. The vast mass of them remain 
without education, not for want of will but of ability and know- 
ledge on the part of the parents. There is something radically 
wrong, especially for a nation so poor as ours, when parents have 
to support so many grown-up children, and give them a -highly 
expensive education without the children making any immediate 
return. I can see nothing wrong in the children, from the very 
threshold of their education, paying for it in work. The simplest 
handicraft suitable for all, required for the whole of India, is un- 
doubtedly spinning along with the previous processes. If we intro- 
duced this in our educational institutions, we should fulfil three 
purposes: make education self-supporting, train the bodies of the 
children as well as their minds, and pave the way for a complete 
boycott of foreign yarn and cloth. Moreover, the children thus 
equipped will become self-reliant and independent. I would sug- 
gest to the correspondent that he should invite all the members of 
his family to contribute to its upkeep by spinning or weaving. 
Under my scheme, no child is entitled to education who does not 
spin a minimum quantity of yam. Such families will acquire a 
prestige for self-respect and independence not hitherto dreamt of. 
This scheme does not exclude a liberal education, but on the con- 
trary brings it within the easy reach of every boy or girl, and res- 
tores literary training to its original dignity by making it primarily 
a means of mental and moral culture, and only secondarily and 
indirectly a means of livelihood. 

Young India , 15-6-1921 


104. THE LESSON OF ASSAM 

My indictment of the Bengal Government, in the name of humanity, 
is this that they have oppressed the poor. Where pity was needed, 
they have employed violence; where tenderness was required, they have 
brought down their Gurkha soldiers; where human nature itself was 
calling aloud for sympathy and compassion, they have forfeited the 
good name of a humane Government. And, what is an added injury. 


XX— 15 



226 


THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 


when this brutal outrage has been committed, they have called in their 
Director of Public Information to justify it to the public through the 
columns of the daily press. 

* * J |c 

The issue before the whole of India today and not merely before 
Bengal is simply this. The Government not only of Bengal, but of India, by 
its actions, has come more and more to side with the vested interests, with 
the capitalists, with the rich, with the powerful, against the poor and the 
oppressed. That is the terrible indictment. That is why the poor, in their 
misery, have flocked to the banner of Mahatma Gandhi, who is himself 
the poorest of the poor, and who understands his own poor people. That 
is why they are even beginning to refuse such help as Government itself 
is still willing to offer. There was no more fateful sign of these critical 
days in which we live than that which was told me by an eye-witness at 
Naihati. These poor Assam-returned labourers were actually starving. 
The steaming cooked rice was put before them. But when they heard 
that Government had provided it, they refused to touch it. They were 
frightened that it was a plot to bring them back on to the plantations. 
But when the Seva Samiti workers brought them uncooked rice from 
the people, they were so ravenous that they began to eat the hard rice 
grains uncooked. 

This is a new and ominous event in the history of English rule in 
India. Those who are not in the midst of the revolution which is going 
on before our eyes, and who are seated amid their files, will be prudent 
if they will take timely warning. The Day of Judgment has begun for all. 
There is now one supreme question which Government will have to 
face. ‘Are you on the side of the rich, or arc you on the side of the poor? 
Are you on the side of Mammon, or are you on the side of God ? 

The reader will recognize the foregoing passages if he has 
read and wept over the considered written address of Mr* Andrews, 
delivered in Calcutta just after his return from the scene of the 
Assam tragedy, which is as yet by no means over* Mr. Andrews 
writes and says what he thinks. He does not hide the truth from 
himself or others. He wears himself out in ceaselessly serving huma- 
nity. He is as ready to confess his errors as he is to bring charges 
against the highest in the land, if he finds them to be true. And 
just because he is true, staunch and godfearing, some newspapers 
dismiss him with contempt when they do not abuse him. Yet his 
statements about Fiji, South Africa, East Africa, Ceylon, the 
Punjab, remain as true today as when they were made. Most of 
them have been admitted by the respective authorities. In every 
one of the cases, he has succeeded in helping the poor and the 
needy. He will survive many more attacks on his reputation. 
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But the purpose of writing these lines is not to defend Mr. 
Andrews. My object in referring to the Assam tragedy is to 
save my own consciencej and draw a moral from it. As soon as 
the coolies struck work, I received a wire asking me to go to the 
scene of what has developed into a national affliction. But I 
telegraphed and wrote to all I could think of. I had not the 
courage to leave the work in hand. No man dare leave the service 
to which he is called, however humble it may be, for answering 
a call to another, however high it may be, unless there is a 
clear way open to it. I found none. I could not leave the task 
in hand. The dumb labourers and God will forgive me if I have 
erred. For I feel that I am fully serving the labourers whilst I 
am occupied with the ceaseless prosecution of the Bezwada pro- 
gramme. My grief over my helplessness is all the greater because, 
somehow or other, the labourers have come to think that they 
will find me by their side, wherever and whenever they may be 
in trouble. I am humble enough to know that, in the vast majority 
of cases, I can send them nothing but my heartfelt prayers and 
sympathy. The spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is incapable. 

I hear, I feel and fret over the hopeless incapacity to help. 

Happily God is as powerful as man is weak. He works through 
an infinitude of agencies. He has Andrewses and Dases ever 
ready at his beck and call. I remain happy in the faith that 
God leaves no misery uncared for. We can but do our allotted 
task in prayerful humility and with all possible watchfulness. 

The Assam tragedy has enabled Mr. Andrews to draw up a 
terrible indictment against the Indian Government. The callous 
indifference, in the name of impartiality, shown to the immediate 
wants of the labourers, even assuming that they were in the wrong, 
the char ge of the Gurkhas and the hackneyed defence of the 
necessity of using force against a perfectly helpless people, mark 
out the Government as barbarous and utterly unworthy of respect. 
Why were the Gurkhas let loose upon the coolies? Everyone knows 
that the army contains some men simply trained to be brutal 
and inhuman . When the soldiery is sent in the midst of an un- 
armed civil population, people know what that means. Everyone 
knows that the recruits for the army contain some of the worst 
specimens of humanity. They may be good for war, but to em- 
ploy them for dealing with coolies on strike is to side with the 
rich and the. powerful. In every vital matter the Reforms are ' 
hopelessly breaking down. There is no doubt that the next few 
months will witness either a transformation in the system of 
Government so that the meanest will count as much as the loftiest. 
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or a conflict with it such as the world has never seen before. The 
refusal to take the rice offered in name of the Government was a 
refusal to live by the hand that humbled. And when that spirit 
of quiet courage and resignation pervades India, the fate of the 
Government is sealed. We need to learn, not the art of doing 
violence but that of suffering violence, of dying. Success by 
methods of violence will replace one monster of Government by 
another, and the poor and the innocent will certainly continue to 
be ground down just as they are today. 

Mr. Andrews deplored the sympathetic strike of the steamship 
employees. Whosoever instigated it did an ill service to the labourers. 
In India we want no political strikes. We are not yet instructed 
enough for them. Not to have political strikes is to forward the 
cause of freedom. We do not need an atmosphere of unsettled 
unrest. It hampers our progress towards the final stages of our 
programme. A soldier who runs amok is unfit to be in an army. 
We must gain control over all the unruly and disturbing elements, 
or isolate them even as we are isolating the Government. The 
only way, therefore, we can help strikers is to give them help and 
relief when they have struck for their own bona-fide grievances. 
We must sedulously prevent all other strikes. We seek not to 
destroy capital or capitalists, but to regulate the relations between 
capital and labour. We want to harness capital to our side. It 
would be folly to encourage sympathetic strikes. 

Mr. Andrews has appealed for funds to repatriate our poor 
countrymen to their hamlets. The appeal tests our capacity for 
feeling for the hungry and the naked, i.e., for swaraj. I hope 
Calcutta has already over-subscribed the appeal of that Friend 
of the Poor 1 . 

Toting India, 15-6-1921 


105. MAGISTERIAL HIGH-HANDEDNESS 

The District Magistrate of Lahore has been prohibiting a 
meeting of the Lahore City Congress Committee. Under the 
Seditious Meetings Act, public meetings are understood to be meet- 
ings to which a member of the public can demand entrance on 
compliance with the rules of admission. All other meetings are 
private. The Lahore Committee meeting was advertised to be 
only for members of the Committee. But the Magistrate was 

1 Deenabandhu, the epithet used for Andrews 
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not satisfied. He asked the Secretary to wait on him and give 
him satisfaction. Lala Amirchand naturally declined to dance 
attendance on the Magistrate, and politely informed him that the 
meeting was private and had a definite object. The Magistrate 
nevertheless prohibited the meeting. The Secretary protested that 
the order was illegal, but informed the Magistrate that he would 
for the time being obey the order. It is quite evident that the 
officials are challenging and provoking non-co-operators to offer 
civil disobedience. A few more such orders, and I promise that 
the challenge will be heartily taken up. Hitherto, we have 
obeyed such orders out of our weakness. Now we are obeying 
out of strength which is daily growing. All over the country, 
wherever such orders are given, the desire is keen for civil dis- 
obedience. It is the exemplary self-restraint and self-imposed dis- 
cipline which are keeping those who receive such orders from 
civilly disobeying them. The country will gain for having under- 
gone still more discipline ancl exercised still more self-restraint. 
We shall need much more of both these qualities, before we can 
regard ourselves as fit for the privileged exercise of civil disobedience. 
Disobedience to be civil excludes all bluster, all violence. It 
excludes lawlessness. A civil resister courts imprisonment. It is, 
therefore, wrong to demonstrate against his arrest. There must be 
real rejoicing, as there is when one has one’s heart’s desire fulfilled. 
There could be civil disobedience tomorrow, if we could ensure 
its restriction strictly to approved laws and orders, if we could be 
sure that the people would not resort to violence on the arrest of 
prominent leaders. Civility is to disobedience what non-violence 
is to non-co-operation. Disobedience is the acutest form of non- 
co-operation — more so than non-payment of taxes. A civil resister 
becomes law unto himself. Courage and discrimination of a high 
order are needed for the practice of the virtue of civil disobedience. 
It is a total denial of the authority of the State, and is permissible 
only when the State has proved itself corrupt beyond redemption. 
I may be stupid, but I see not only no sign of repentance about 
this Government of ours, but I notice a determination on its part 
to provoke people to violence, and, then, to justify a repetition of 
Dyerism. The refusal to right the Punjab wrong in the only way 
possible means that on the people going mad as in Amritsar, 
their sins will be visited upon the innocent and the guilty alike, 
and that, in the words of one of the Amritsar officers, the future 
generations must be made to pay for the sins of the present. 

A forced imposition of the British yoke is intolerable and humi- 
liating. A nation awakened to a sense of its self-respect will and 
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must go through the fire of suffering, and bear all the hardships 
that may be entailed in throwing off the yoke. The English can 
remain in India only as friends and equals, and if they serve, 
they must become real servants, scrupulously carrying out the 
wishes of their employers. There can be no exploitation of Indian 
labour, and no concessions to British capitalists. They must 
compete with the meanest of us on equal terms. Their organizing 
talent, their industry, their resourcefulness must command a mar ket 
which none can dispute. But the menace of their rifle and their 
whip must cease for ever. The refusal to redress the Punjab 
wrong, the refusal to placate Mussulman opinion means that the 
menace is not to cease. On our part, there must be no com- 
promise with that attitude. Weak or strong, we must fight it to 
the bitter end, cost what it may. As soon, therefore, as we have 
secured a reasonably safe atmosphere for the working of civil 
disobedience, we must launch out into it. Meanwhile, let us sub- 
mit even to the preposterous orders such as the Lahore District 
Magistrate’s. The power of rightful disobedience will come to- 
morrow, from willing obedience today. 

Young India, 15-6-1921 


106. MR. PAL AGAIN 

Mr. Pal’s 1 letter to the Englishman reproduced in the Press 
requires a full reply. Mr. Pal has evidently been misinformed 
about many things, and has therefore been tempted to make sugges- 
tions, which he would not have, if he had been better informed. 

- The Government communique, the Viceroy’s speech and press 
reporters’ imaginative descriptions of the Simla visit are respon- 
sible for the grave misapprehension that has taken place about the 
visit and the Ali Brothers. 

When I went to Simla, I had no notion that I would wait 
on His Excellency. I knew that both Pandit Malaviyaji and Mr. 
Andrews were anxious that I should meet Lord Reading. But I 
went to Simla only to meet Pandit Malaviyaji, who was too weak 
to overtake me in my journeyings. It was after hearing Panditji 
that I decided to write to the Secretary to the Viceroy, 2 that if His 
Excellency wished to hear my views about the struggle, I would 
gladly wait on him. I waited on him, not for the sake of securing a 

1 The reference is to Bipin Chandra Pal; vide “Notes”, 1-6-1921. 

l The letter is not available. 
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reversal of the decision to arrest the Ali Brothers, but to tell the 
Viceroy why I had become a non-co-operator. The first and the 
longest interview did not turn upon the then impending prosecu- 
tion of the Brothers at all. The question of the Ali Brothers came 
up quite in the natural course, and arose out of our discussion 
of non-violence and how far it was carried out in practice. When 
His Excellency showed me some of the extracts from the speeches, 
I recognized that they were capable of bearing the interpretation 
sought to be put upon them. I therefore told His Excellency that 
as soon as I met them, I would advise the Brothers to make a 
clearing statement, irrespective of what the Government may do 
regarding their prosecution. The statement was not conditional 
upon a revision of the Government’s decision. That the Govern- 
ment revised the decision on the strength of the statement was a 
wise and natural act on their part. I admit that it has given me 
relief. But I do not believe with Mr. Pal that the arrest of the 
Brothers would necessarily have led to bloodshed. The Brothers, 
like me, continue wilfully to break the law of sedition, and, there- 
fore court arrest. Sooner or later, and that during this year if 
we can carry the country with us, we must bring about a situa- 
tion when the Government must arrest us or grant the people’s 
demands. The Brothers’ statement avoids arrest on a false issue, 
an issue that cannot be defended. 

Whilst, therefore, I was anxious to avoid the prosecution of 
the Brothers on the ground of incitement to violence, I would 
welcome a prosecution of them and myself for promoting dis- 
affection towards the Government established by law. We all 
felt that, having known what was taking place, not to make the 
statement would be to wrong the cause, and to play into the hands 
of the enemy. 

Mr. Pal is right in thinking that I expect a settlement by 
discussion and compromise in matters not of vital interest. But 
I did not discuss the terms of settlement with the Viceroy. It is 
for the accredited representatives of the people to do so. There 
is no fear, I assure Mr. Pal, of my arriving at any settlement over 
the heads of the people. Nor will there be any confidence when, 
if ever, the terms of a settlement are discussed. Confidence there 
must be, when two strangers meet for a friendly intercourse and 
wish to know each other. We only met to know each other. I wish, 
however, at once to ease the mind of the reader by telling him, 
that as an outcome of the interview he need not expect any 
settlement at an early date, if only because the people have not yet 
sufficiently prepared themselves for it; and the Viceroy appears to 
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me to be anxious to reconcile the irreconcilable. He cannot pour 
new wines into old bottles. He cannot keep the Khilafat and the 
Punjab sores open, and still make India happy and contented. 

Mr. Pal is quite right when he says that, if the Punjab and 
the Khilafat wrongs are redressed, I should leave it to the other 
leaders to carry on the agitation about swaraj, for the simple 
reason that when India has made her power sufficiently felt in 
connection with the two great questions, she can have swaraj 
for the asking. Swaraj is not for me something apart from the 
people’s power to right every wrong, to prevent O’Dwyerism and 
Lloyd Georgism. The cult of Sir Michael O’Dwyer stands for 
terrorism, and that of Mr. Lloyd George for treachery. When we 
have dealt with these two demons, I suggest to Mr. Pal that we 
are ready to govern ourselves. If my followers in Bengal do not 
resent my interview with the Viceroy, they know that for me 
there is no settlement without a settlement of the two wrongs, 
they know that time for discussing swaraj schemes will come only 
after the two obstacles to any scheme of settlement are removed. 
Without their removal, there is nothing for India save complete 
independence. The Bengalis who attended the Barisal conference 
resented Mr. Pal’s discussion because, as I apprehend, they con- 
sidered it to be premature and calculated to interfere with the evo- 
lution of the proper swaraj spirit. Mr. Pal’s performance was like 
that of a mason trying to tackle the topmost storey before the 
foundation was solidly laid. I would humbly urge Mr. Pal not to 
land the country in an untimely discussion of swaraj schemes, 
and ask him to accept my assurance, that so far as I am concerned, 
I would not do a single thing about any swaraj scheme without an 
open consultation with the representatives of the people. There is 
no question of consultation about the Khilafat and the Punjab, 
because the minimum terms are fairly well understood. 

Young India, 15-6-1921 



107. SPEECH AT GHA TKOPAR 1 


June 15, 1920 

Mahatma Gandhi, after thanking the residents of Ghatkopar for their 
address, accepted the forty thousand rupees which they had collected for the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund. He accepted these rupees only on certain condition. If the 
sum they had collected represented the best efforts of the large merchants 
who were trading in Bombay, but were staying at Ghatkopar then he would 
at once say that they would never get swaraj this year. He would have 
been satisfied if they had made the slightest sacrifice, but they had not 
done that. He was again going to beg of his brothers and sisters to contri- 
bute their mite towards that Fund. He was disappointed at the smallness of the 
amount they had collected, after they had admitted tha^ Ghatkopar was a 
place where the rich Indian merchants of Bombay were residing. It was not 
himself alone who was collecting money for the Fund. There were the 
Ali Brothers on the platform, who, it was stated, managed to lead the 
speaker by his nose. That was not the fact. The Ali Brothers loved their 
religion and he loved his own and they were not going to give up their 
religion. Each had his own dharma and each had to follow it implicitly, come 
what might. Then there was the great Hakim Ajmal Khan. He was not an 
ordinary man to come to Ghatkopar casually ; his fees were high and he charg- 
ed one thousand rupees a day for such visits. He was not a doctor versed 
in the Western methods of medicine; he had a few secret medicines which 
were very efficacious. Then there was Dr. Ansari who was well-versed in the 
Western system of medicine — he had gained a diploma to kill people (Laughter.) 
for if a doctor killed a man they could not take any action against him. 
(Laughter.) Then there was the great Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, who was a 
great authority on Islamic religion and law. Why had all these great 
people come to Ghatkopar? Not for the purpose of m a k ing speeches to them! 
For that was not the time for making speeches, but for work, solid work for 
the country. 


1 Gandhiji was accorded a reception by the citizens of Ghatkopar, a sub- 
urban town of Bombay. Among those present were: V. J. Patel, Ha kim Ajmal 
Khan, Sarojini Naidu, Dr. M. A. Ansari, Dr. B. S. Munje, N. G. Kelkar, 
the Ali Brothers, Maulana Abdul Bari, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Jamnalal 
Bajaj and Shankarlal Banker, who had assembled in Bombay for the All- 
India Congress Committee meeting. Gandhiji addressed the gathering after 
Shaukat Ali had spoken. A similar report of Gandhiji’s speech appeared in 
The Hindu, 20-6-1920. 



234 


THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 


The residents of Ghatkopar had given him personally Rs. 40,000 
but what were they going to give to their other guests like the Hakim and 
Dr. Ansari? They had also to give something to other workers like Seth 
Jamnalal Bajaj, Mr. Shankarlal and others who had assembled there. They 
had not fully realized that this was the time when the prestige of this coun- 
try would be assessed at its true worth. It was impossible that the people 
of this country could neglect to keep up the prestige of their country at such 
a critical time. They had not even got Rs. 40 lakhs so far. They had 
collected only Rs. 20 lakhs. It would be the duty of this city of Bombay 
to give the balance of Rs. 60 lakhs and he had not the least doubt about 
their ability to do so. He had every confidence that the city of Bombay would 
give the Congress that sum. He had put his trust in the four great commu- 
nities in this city, namely, Bhatias 9 Memvns , Marwaris and Parsis. He did 
not know what the Parsis would give him, and how much he could expect of 
them. Two of them had between them given him a sum of Rs. 1,52,000— 
Mr. Bomanji and Mr. Rustomji Ghorkhodu. His confidence, therefore, now 
rested in the two great communities — Marwari and B Initio —' whom he saw 
at every meeting. If they agreed tbAt swaraj was their birthright, then it was 
their bounden duty to try their best to get possession of it. In that connection 
he would tell them that until they solved the question of Khilafat to their 
entire satisfaction, they would never be able, satisfactorily to settle the problem 
of cow-protection. 

When the address was presented to him it'was stated in it that at Ghat- 
kopar resided the great merchants of Bombay. If those great merchants had 
willed it, they could have sent him away from the meeting with promises that 
they would get him at least Rs. 40 lakhs, if not more. They should have been 
so determined in the aims they kept before themselves that they should have 
welcomed any sort of sacrifice, rather than not answering the call of their 
Motherland at such a critical time in her destiny. The present is the time for 
collecting large sums and not for more talk. He had great confidence that ' 
even if the other communities in the city did not fulfil their duty the two great 
communities — Bhatias and Marwaris — would make up the required amount 
with the determination that they would never, remain slaves of the British 
Government. It was for that they had to sacrifice their wealth so generously. 
In the next few months they had to establish swaraj and for that purpose 
they had to make great sacrifices. They had to make sacrifices of their rich 
foreign luxuries and clothes. Atia Begum had come to him for the purpose of 
holding a women’s meeting in this city; there was, however, a lady with her 
who was clothed in the luxurious clothes of the West. He, therefore, told her 
that if the women of Bombay would only wear khaddar he would be their 
willing slave. The present was not the time for wearing rich ornaments or rich 
clothes; they had to give up all those luxuries. They had to consecrate them- 
selves to the charkha and they must wear only khaddar. Unless they did 
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that, what was the use of going to a ladies 9 meeting? Did they know that 
crores of their countrymen and countrywomen were starving for want of 
food, going about semi-naked for want of clothes ? How could they then have 
the heart for all the foreign luxuries which they now affected so much? How 
could they live a life of luxury when so many of their countrymen were suffer- 
ing? It was the sacred duty of every woman to wear khaddar. 

The people who had called him to Ghatkopar should first of all under- 
stand their dharma properly. It was not possible for him to give the people 
swaraj, not even the Ali Brothers would be able to give them that. It was for 
the people themselves to take it, it was for the people themselves to win it. 
If they were afraid of every Kabuli and every Britisher that came to them, how 
was it possible for them to attain swaraj ? He for once could not understand 
why Indians should at all be afraid of Kabulis or Europeans. They were the 
brothers of Indians. Indians were quite capable of protecting themselves; they 
were also able to non-co-operate with them, if necessary. Why, again, should 
the Hindus be afraid of Mohammedans, and why should the Mohammedans be 
afraid of the Hindus? If they were a godfearing people and if they stood 
together united, what was there to be afraid of each other? Unless they had 
the necessary spirit, ability and energy, Indians would never be able to get 
and keep swaraj. They should not confuse swaraj with parliaments or 
assemblies. So long as Indians could not protect their rights they would 
never be able to get them. 

He was afraid that many Hindus had given up their dharma. He was 
brought up in a Vaisknava household and ahimsa (non-killing) was in his blood. 
Mercy and non-killing was in him and he would never be able to give up 
these things. In this connection he had received several threatening letters 
from Vaisknavas because of his connection with the depressed classes. Because 
he had allied himself with the Antyajas they had written to him that dvre 
things would happen to him within a month or so. To them he would say frankly 
that if Vaisknavas did not want to have anything to do with the untouchables, then 
they were not the real Vaisknavas but only a godless and sinful people. That 
was not the ideal of a true Vaisknava . People who did not want to uplift the 
untouchables could only be called a godless people. Vaisknava religion did not 
teach them to kill anything or injure anybody; it was full of sympathy and love 
for other people. The same thing could be said of Shravakas . These people 
were quite willing to feed the dumb animals, but not their fellow creatures who 
through their misfortunes were starving. These Shravakas had the tenderest 
feeling for the animals but not for human beings. Did they call it religion? If 
Vaishnavism taught them to despise their fellow-creatures, then he for one could 
not call it a religion but a monstrous perversion of religion. He feelingly appealed 
to the Vaisknavas to give up such hatred for the untouchables. He was not going 
to tell them to take [food] from the hands of Dheds or sweepers. They had 
to realize that the essence of Varnaskrama dharma was fellow-feeling for the poor 
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and the down-trodden and the depressed people. Their holy Bhagavat had 
told them what their true religion should be. It was not “touch-me-notism”. 
It was essential that they should have love and feeling for the poor, and unless 
they had those qualities in plenty they could not call themselves true Vaisknavas 
For what was religion without love for the oppressed and the depressed? It 
was only a godless and perverted religion. 

Coming to the charkhas Mahatma Gandhi said, through the charkha 
the whole of India had become vibrant with a new life and it was also a 
means of righting their Khilafat wrongs. He was not asking them to take food 
from the hands of the untouchables. Let them leave aside that point and let 
the people of Ghatkopar take up the other roads leading to swaraj. Charkha 
was the potent instrument which would right the Khilafat wrongs and the 
wrongs of the Punjab and would give them swaraj at the same time. He appeal- 
ed to the residents of Ghatkopar to concentrate their attention on the Con- 
gress programme, which they all knew, and he prayed to God that He would 
vouchsafe to them enough strength to do their duty to their country and 
reach the goal of swaraj by the right path. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr, Gandhi then asked the audience, consisting of both women and 
men, to contribute their mite towards the Tilak Fund and pay it to the 
volunteers. At the same time he wanted the contributions to be made with 
shraddha L He did not want them to give anything to their country 
unwillingly. Those Shramkas and Vaishnavas who had given any money to 
the Fund were quite at liberty to take it back, for he did not want such 
unwillingly-paid contributions. He only wanted money to be given with 
shraddha . Those who wanted to take back their money were at liberty to do so* 

The Bombay Chronicle , 16-6-1920 

108. LETTER TO MANIBEIW PATEL 


Bombay, 

Thursday , [June 16, 1921 ] 1 2 

CHI. MANX 3 , 

I have your letter. I had told uncle Vithalbhai 4 , even before 
I got your letter, that we must meet. He is going to Poona. 

1 Literally, reverence; here devotion 

2 This is inferred from the reference to the presentation of the purse at 
Ghatkopar on June 15. 

3 Daughter of Vallabhbhai Patel 

4 Vithalbhai J. Patel (1873-1933); elder brother of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel and a fearless and astute constitutional fighter; member of the Bombay 
Legislative Council and later of the Imperial Legislative Council; the first elec- 
ted President of the Central Legislative Assembly, Delhi 
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We shall certainly meet. I will write to you afterwards about 
what happens. Let me know what you thought to be the cor- 
rupt tilings going on in Bombay. Do not feel troubled. I propose 
to have a full and frank talk with uncle. 

You two, brother 1 and sister, should absorb yourselves com- 
pletely in national work; this means that you should be experts 
in spinning and carding, so much so that no one can excel you. 
Trust me, all our other activities are for the time being, this is to 
be kept up permanently. We shall get all our strength from this. 

Bhai Mahadev arrived in Bombay yesterday. He has, it must 
be said, collected a large amount. 

We are having good rains here. Yesterday, we got about 
Rs. 55,000 in Ghatkopar. 

Whether I write or not, you should continue to do so. 

Blessings from 

Bapu 

Manibehn 

G/o Shri Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bhadra, Ahmedabad 
[From Gujarati] 

Bapuna Patro — Manibehn Patelnt 


109. TELEGRAM TO C. R. DAS 


[Sabarmati] 
[On or after June 17, 192 1} 2 

SENDING WIRE MOTILALJI 
From a photostat: S.N. 7573 


1 Dahyabhai Patel 

2 This was sent in reply to a telegram from C. R. Das of June 17, 1921, 
which read: "Impossible electing delegates All-India Congress Committee from 
Bengal before fifteenth July because of cooly situation East Bengal arranging 
accordingly as member of Working Committee if further sanction necessary re- 
garding articles nineteenth Congress Constitution. Kindly obtain it by corres- 
pondence or otherwise Swaraj Fund about three lacs wiring Calcutta for ac- 
curate figures. Wire Maduripur. Kindly inform Motilal Nehru.” There 
were strikes of railway and steamship labour and much unrest East Bengal and 
Gandhiji visited the region at the request of C. F. Adnrews. 
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June 18, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said there had always been a great friendliness bet- 
ween the Parsi and the Hindu communities. The Parsis had also shown their 
love and friendship to the country of their adoption. Personally, he had been 
connected with the Parsis since he was a boy, and all his life he was in close 
touch with them and he admired their qualities. He would tell them at once 
that he had not come there for the purpose of flattering the community; he was 
only telling them what he felt to be the truth in his heart of hearts. He 
would not be backward in criticizing their faults if necessary. He had the great- 
est love and respect for the Parsis, with whom he had come in contact 
throughout all his activities. There was no community in the world which, 
with such small numbers, had been able to achieve so much both by their charity 
and their religion. There was not much difference between the Hindu and 
Parsi religions, for both placed Truth in the first and the highest place.* He 
quite admitted that so long as their conscience did not ask them to take part 
in the struggle that was going on at present they were right if they kept them- 
selves aloof, and he would be quite satisfied even if a few Parsis joined his 
movement with their minds quite made up and convinced of the rightness of 
their cause. He, therefore, appealed to the Parsis to consider the whole situation 
properly and make up their minds and join the movement. There was as 
much want of faith among the Parsis as among the Hindus and Muslims, and 
his prayer to them was that they should consider the ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ of the 
situation and then take part in the struggle. When he had a quarrel with the 
Political Agent in Kathiawad and he wanted to take steps* against him it was 
a Parsi, Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, who told him that it was useless to expect justice 
in such a case . 1 2 That was the first lesson he had learnt from a Parsi and since 
then he had suffered such indignities in his life that he did not think it 
would serve any useful purpose to give an account of them to the meeting. 

The non-co-operation movement was a spiritual movement; it was a 
spiritual phase in their lives. In all religions they were taught that they should 
run away from evil, that they should keep themselves apart from it. He was 
willing to get on with Dyer, but not Dyerism, He quite admitted that many 
Indians and Parsis had benefited by the British rule and they had become 

1 Gandhiji addressed the Council of the Parsi Central Association on 
Saturday afternoon. Hormasji Adenwalla presided. 

2 Gandhiji had sought the Agent’s intercession in a matter concerning his 
brother, Lakshmidas and had been ejected from the Agent’s room; vide An 
Autobiography , Part II, Ch. IV. 
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millionaires and were enjoying all sorts of luxuries, but it was not beneficial 
to the community in general. The British connection had not been at all 
beneficial to the masses and the best proof of that was to be found in the 
writings 1 of Dadabhai Naoroji and in Gokhale’s testimony. During the 
discussion on the Manipur affair it was Sir John Gorst who said that it was 
the policy of the British Government to cut off all the tall poppies under it. 
Unfortunately for him, his eyes had not been opened until this time. His 
contention was this: that by the British rule, while some might have benefited, 
the great masses and the large majority of the people had not benefited in 
the least, considered from any point of view — whether it was economic or 
moral or physical point of view. India was never in a worse condition than 
it was today. Hindus and Parsis and Memvns had been telling him privately 
that they were quite willing to help his movement in private but not in pub- 
lic, because they had vested interests, and that they were engaged in trade and 
other things. 

He had not the least hesitation in admitting that there was repression and 
oppression under the Moguls, but Indians had never fallen so low as they had 
in these times. He for one did not agree that their political condition had im- 
proved very much since the enlargement of their councils, etc. He did not 
agree that India had got any rights at all by the Reforms and, if he could be 
convinced to the contrary, he was quite willing to withdraw the letter he had 
written to the Moderates. If the Reforms were real and potent, then the British 
Government should not be able to do anything illegal to the people, but that 
was not the case. Only the other day he had received a letter from a gentle- 
man that he was charged with setting fire to the. Police Lines and that he was 
quite innocent of all those things. There were many other things of a similar 
kind which were taking place in this land now. There never was a more 
Moderate man in the Punjab than Lala Harkishen Lai who kept himself aloof 
from all political movements, but he was arrested during the Martial Law 
regime and sentenced 2 ; the same was the case with Lala Dunichand and others. 
Even now there was no more repression in the whole of India than in the pro- 
vince of Bihar where Lord Sinha was the Governor. Lord Sinha was not the 
man who would tolerate such things, but he was unable to control his civilian 
subordinates because he was an Indian and they were English. He was unable 
to take them to task as Sir Edward Gait 3 would have done, if he had been in 
Lord Sinha’s place. He was sure that even if Lord Sinha tried to curb his 
subordinates, he would never be successful in his object. There were great lea- 
ders in that province like Muzur-ul-Huq and others. Mr. Andrews was not 
the sort of man to write false things about the Gurkha oppression, but they 

1 Among these is Poverty and Un-British Rule in India . 

2 Vide Vol. XV, pp. 472-6. 

3 Lt.-Governor of Bihar and Orissa during the period of satyagraha in 
Champaran in 1917 
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knew fully what they had done to the coolies at Chandpur. Government had, 
however, informed the public that only the necessary amount of force had 
been used by the soldiers and no more and no less. The same things were 
said by General Dyer. Mr. Gandhi said that he was telling them what his 
conscience told him was the right thing and nothing else. When the Ali 
Brothers made a mistake, he drew their attention to it and they at once put 
themselves in the correct light. 

Coming to the success of the non-co-operation movement, Mr. Gandhi 
said it had succeeded far beyond the expectations of the people. It had driven 
out of the minds of the people all fear of the authorities, of suffering, of sacrifice 
and work for the sake of their country. People, were willing to do anything for 
their country. Although the Parsis were a small community, they had produced 
a Dadabhai and a Mehta and they had rendered the greatest service to this 
country. Parsis were able to render valuable services to India by their faith, by 
their generosity and by their sacrifice. Mehta was called the Lion of Bombay 
and he hoped that the Parsis would work in such a manner that they would 
be called the Lions of India. They were a generous people ; they had brains and 
they had money; they had great merchants and they were capable of much 
self-sacrifice for the sake of their country. If they could work for India by mak- 
ing the necessary sacrifice, they could easily make themselves the leaders, of 
India. He for one expected great things from the Parsis. 

In reply to questions from Mr. H. P. Modi, the Mahatma said they 
had only three months to work by which time they were to get swaraj. He was 
both sure of getting swaraj and he was not. He was not sure because they 
had not yet fulfilled the Bezwada programme which was placed before the 
country. But he had great faith in God and he was sure that India would get 
swaraj. Non-co-operation was a movement for changing the entire mentality 
of the people. The public had not, unfortunately, yet fulfilled the Bezwada 
programme and, therefore, he was sometimes assailed by doubts about getting 
swaraj in the month of September L 

_ Coming to the question of the utility of the charkha, Mr. Gandhi said he 
believed in it a very great deal and thought it was capable of doing great 
things for this country. After the food problem was that of clothing the 
They were not able to clothe them now except with the help of Japan, Eng- 
land and other countries. What he wanted was that India should be capa- 
ble of clothing her people without the least help from foreign countries. Even if 
the mills did not export an ounce of yam or a yard of cloth, they would not 
be able to clothe the masses. There were about three crores of people who 
were neither properly fed nor clothed. He said that from his personal experience 
m this country, and he was only telling them what he had personally seen in 

^ Candhiji had hoped to win swaiaj within a year; 

BW VoL XVHI, pp. 270-3. 
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Orissa and other provinces, people went about half-naked in those places 
and they were starving. Rich men would tell him that they shoud start soda - 
mats (places for giving food to poor people), but he would tell them that he was 
not a believer in those institutions. He wanted every man to be independent, 
dependent on his personal labour only. He who had worked as a Bhangi (sweep- 
er) knew something about these things and also about what a small addition 
to wages meant. Amritlal Thakkar had written a very interesting article 
in the Servant of India on the value of spinning to poor people in 
Kathiawad. 

He had introduced the charkha among the Dheds of Kathiawad and it 
was capable of doing immense good to the people. The peculiar climate 
of India required only the beautiful khaddar for their use, and he implored 
them to bring it into universal use. When Indians came to use the charkha all 
over the land, then they would be entirely independent, fearless and self-support- 
ing. The poverty of Indians compelled a large number of women to do such 
work as breaking stones and he knew from his experience how the poor women 
lost their chastity and modesty. But the use of the charkha would enable them 
to remain at home and earn their living. Therefore he said that there were both 
independence and chastity in the charkha. 

According to the Government statistics the average income of an Indian 
was Rs. 2-4-0 per month, and they must deduct from this the income of the mil- 
lionaire; in that case the income of a man would be about Rs. 2 per month, 
and how was it possible for an average man to support himself on such an in- 
come ? Therefore, any small addition to the wages or income of a family was 
welcome and relieved the distress. 

Coming to the question of education, Mr. Gandhi said it was well-nigh 
impossible to have compulsory education in India owing to its enormous, cost, 
but by the use of the charkha it would be possible for the people to have 
their children educated. The charkha would thus be the means of their eco- 
nomic regeneration, wealth and independence. In fact their salvation lay in the 
use of the charkha. Coming to the question of the crore of rupees, he admitted 
that he had not yet been successful in collecting the crore of rupees, but he 
hoped to do so. Reverting again to the question of hand-made things, Mr. Gan- 
dhi said, even in England, where machinery was so universally used, hand- 
made things were considered to be the best and superior to machine-made arti- 
cles. In Navsari, the Parsis thought the same thing and Indians should think 
highly of their hand-made things also. Even in England, they liked to use 
home-made articles, because they considered them to be the best, and he did not 
know why Indians should not think in that way. The Parsis had not given him 
much money, but neither had the Metnons . His friend Parsi Rustomji had given 
him large sums and he had so much confidence in the speaker that Mr. Rus- 
tomji would give him all his property if he but expressed such a wish. The 
meeting could rest content that the monies collected would be administered 
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in the best and most honest way, for they could not find better men than 
Messrs Motilal Nehru, Jamnalal Bajaj, Shankarlal Banker, Omar Sobhani and 
Chhotani for such a purpose. 

One Parsi gentleman said he wanted to know why they should con- 
fine their energies to making khaddar only and not in making other things 
like silk and other useful articles. In Japan, where he had been, the cot- 
tagers did small articles in homes and made a profitable living thereby. 
They also made the finest silk on handlooms. He asked whether it was 
not possible to get their people to do that with the help of societies and 
committees established in every town, who should meet the losses and 
thus encourage rising industries. 

Mr. Gandhi said Japan was a small island whereas India was a vast conti- 
nent. They had to deal with a population of 30 crores of people in India and, 
therefore, they could only make the commonest articles which were universally 
used in this country. Indians were accustomed to spinning and they could very 
easily make khaddar in their homes. He did not advocate that they should use 
khaddar for ever and ever. He was hopeful of making the mulls, for which 
Dacca was famous, and fine silks. At the present time, the unfortunate thing 
was that they had to import all fine yarn for making finer kinds of cloth. It 
was only a question of time when they would be able to manufacture finer 
counts of yarn and until then they had to be content with khaddar. 

Messrs Vimadalal and Dumasia asked Mr. Gandhi what sort of 
swaraj he wanted and whether their present rulers would have a place 
in it. 

Mr. Gandhi said he wanted the army, police, law and revenue to be fully 
controlled by the people and they should be in a position to spend their own 
money. At the present time, they were not able to appoint their Commander- 
in-Chief, neither were they able to stop the sending of a single sepoy out of 
India. He was not, however, going to discuss such things as votes, etc. If they 
were able to control these things now, Indians would be able to move forward 
gradually. If they could manufacture all requirements of cloth, India would be 
a self-dependent country, but now they were dependent on other people. 
So long as they had to thank the Government for every small thing they got 
from it, they would not be able to achieve much. They should achieve such a 
position that they" would be able to do things without the help of other people. 
He thought the non-co-operation movement had effected a great change in the 
mentality of the people, for instance, in Malabar the Moplahs who were a 
spirited people had now become disciplined under its influence. 

In reply to another question, Mr. Gandhi said he would be content with 
Dominion Self-Go vernmen t . The Viceroy was of the opinion that they should get 
it gradually, while he was of the opinion that they should get it at once. To 
those who said that they were not fit to rule themselves yet, he would say that 
it was because they were kept apart from their legitimate rights; he did not 
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admit that Indians were incapable of ruling themselves- He did not care 
whether their ministers were Indians or Englishmen. What he wanted was 
the power of appointment and dismissal at any time he liked. He did not 
want to dismiss a man simply because of his colour, but for his incompetence. 
Ministers should have power over the Commissioners and Collectors. He never 
admitted that Indians were incapable of administering the military depart- 
ment. 

One gentleman said they were talking of Hindu-Mohammedan unity 
but he did not know where the Parsis came in there. Hindus and Mus- 
lims would appoint their own men and Parsis would be nowhere. 

Mr. N. M. Dumasia said Sri Krishna Gupta had told them that so 
long as they were not able to defend themselves it was no use getting 
swaraj. They ought to be able to defend themselves against a foreign 
government in the first instance. 

Mr. H. P. Modi said they had been working as clerks for so many 
years and they were not used to do military work and deal with their foreign 
relations. They had been carrying out things under British control and 
therefore Indians were not accustomed to do them independently. 

Mr. Gandhi said his opinion was that Englishmen were not yet prepared 
to leave India and he wanted them to remain not on their own terms but on 
those of Indians. Englishmen would feel ashamed to leave India just now. 
Another thing was he did not believe that if they got swaraj the next day, 
they would have to fight all the foreign governments all at once. But even if 
they had to fight a foreign government, Indians then would go on fighting 
until victory was theirs. He wanted them to realize that Indians could only 
get their objectives by means of their own strength, and not with the help of 
others or by means of tactics or stratagems. They could only keep their 
rights by their ability to defend them and not by means of parliaments or 
assemblies. 

Mr. Dumasia said it was the rule that a smaller nation should be 
beaten by a bigger nation. Nothing of great importance had taken place 
in this world without a war or a battle. It would take many years to get 
the proper spirit in the nation and years in the life of a nation were 
like as many moments. Therefore, they had been asked to hasten slowly. 
Parsis hated both Dyerism and O’Dwyerism, as much as anybody. The 
Parsi co mmuni ty were always loyal to their rulers, whether they were 
Hindus or English. They were not prepared to ask the English to go out 
of this country bag and baggage, and they did not want to get out of 
the Empire* over which King George ruled. Any movement which did 
not exclude these things would have their fullest support. They were 
, fully with Mr. Gandhi if he was willing to go forward constitutionally, but 
not otherwise. They were willing to sacrifice and do everything for their 
King and their country. 
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In reply to further questions Mahatma Gandhi said his movement was a 
great bulwark against Bolshevism. Indians did not want chaos and terror in this 
land. The minds of the people had been very much purified by this non-co- 
operation movement, for instance in Sind, Hyderabad and Kaira, people had 
very much improved morally. The movement had done away with hatred; if 
hatred of other communities were on the increase he would have- kept him- 
self aloof from the non-co-operation movement. 

Dr. N. M. Sukhia said from his experience he had found that the 
Parsi community had been put down by both the Hindus and Muslims 
in the mofussil. He had seen in Malegaon, in 1886, the same thing. The 
Parsis would join the movement if they found it to be beneficial to them, 
otherwise they would keep themselves aloof from it. 

Mr. Gandhi said the British had come to India only some 150 years ago 
and before that the Parsis were living with Mohammedans and Hindus and 
they should be able to judge for themselves whether they were better or worse 
off. They were talking of Hindu-Muslim unity because there was no such unity 
before and in that unity the unity of all other smaller communities was also 
included, for instance, the Jews, Christians, Parsis, etc. It did not mean that the 
other communities were to be excluded from their friendship and that the Hin- 
dus and Muslims alone were to be friends. The Parsis were ruling the Con- 
gress for so many years and they had occupied very many important posi- 
tions in it. The Congress was looking after the rights of all the communities 
equally and he did not think that, in the future, the Parsis would be crushed 
between the two great communities — Hindus and Muslims. If the Parsis 
thought that they would not benefit by joining the non-co-operation move- 
ment, it was open to them to keep themselves aloof from it. He asked them to 
join hands with them only if they came to the conclusion that it would be 
to their good, otherwise not. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 19 - 6-1921 



111. LETTER TO C. VIJA YARAGHA VAGHARIAR 

[On or after June 18, 1921 ] 

DEAR MR. ACHARIAR, 

I have your telegram. 1 The Committee has informed the 
Punjab friends that they should continue to obey orders till the 
All-India Congress Committee has decided upon the matter. The 
A.I.G.C. meets at Lucknow on the 22nd July in the morning. 
The question of formulating a scheme may be considered then. In 
my opinion the time has' not arrived for it as yet. 

Tours sincerely , 

From a photostat: S.N. 7548 


112. SPEECH ON SWARAJ ■ BOMBAY 2 3 

June 19, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said the people had been sitting in the mandap for more 
than an hour. He was thankful to them for erecting the pandal , in the erec- 
tion of which the rich and poor of the place had taken a hand and in this 
he saw the sure foundation of swaraj. He was grateful to them for all they 
had done in welcoming him. He was highly pleased that, in the collection of 
the funds, all classes and communities had taken part — Hindus and Mus- 
lims and Parsis. Therein lay the secret of swaraj. He, however, appealed to 
his sisters and brothers to give him all they had to give to the Fund. India 
was working for a Dharmarajya and a Nitirajya?, and Indians were going to 
follow the right path, the straight path and the honest path. He was extreme- 
ly sorry he was so very late in coming to the meeting, but the fact was that 
his motor broke down on the road and he had to collect Rs. 60,000 from 
Mr. Velji Lakhamsee Napoo on account of Mandvi Ward. He hoped the people 
of Ville Parle would contribute a like amount for the Tilak Fund- 

Mahatma Gandhi then referred to the meeting of Parsis and the ques- 
tions he had been asked there. He said he would explain several points more 

1 Vijayaraghavachariar had wired on June 18 from Kodaikanal: “Hope 
Working Committee sends Punjab considered instruction respecting acute 
present crisis. Malaviyaji desires practicable scheme placed before Viceroy 
immediately.” 

2 Delivered at a public meeting at Ville Parle, a suburb in northern 
Bombay, at which Gandhiji was presented with a purse for the Tilak Swaraj Fund 

3 Rule of righteousness and morality 



246 • 


THE CO LLE CTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

fully this time. He was told that there was unity between the 23 crores of Hin- 
dus and 7 crores of M uslims and that between them the 80,000 Parsis would 
suffer. It was the duty of the communities who were in a majority to safeguard 
the interests of the minorities and look after them, and that was the first prin- 
ciple of swaraj which they had to keep in view. The majorities should not neg- 
lect the interest of the minorities. Then one Bohra gentleman had written to 
him that he (Mr. Gandhi) was only naming the Memons and not the Bohras and 
he had been asked whether he suspected the Bokras. To that he would say 
that he had not meant that at all. He had used the word Memon for the whole 
of the Mohammedan community and not for any particular sect. He would men- 
tion in that regard that a Bohra gentleman had taken him to his house and 
presented him with a sum of Rs. 1,000 for the Fund. He, however, deprecat- 
ed all such doubts and suspicions towards each other, and so long as they enter- 
tained any such feelings towards their sister communities, swaraj would never 
be attained by them. 

He had been asked at the previous day’s meeting whether they should not 
wear mill- made cloth. To that question his answer was that mill-made cloth 
was for the poorest and the rich and well-to-do people should wear khaddar. 
If they could not do that, they could not get swaraj. Another Parsi gentleman 
had asked him as to what he would do in case they were attacked by Japan 
and other nations. His answer was that man was a selfish creature and, if the 
Japanese found that they could not send their goods to the Indians, and that 
they did not use them at all, India would not be of any use to them. If 
Indians did not care to use foreign made things what use would India be 
to the Japanese? 

He then introduced Maulana Abul Kalam Azad as a great man among 
the Mohammedans and as one who wielded much influence among them. He 
was capable of doing immense good to the two communities and he hoped 
they would listen to him after the collections were made. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 20 - 6-1921 



113. TELEGRAM TO JITENDRALAL BANERJEE 1 

[On or after June 19, 1921 ] 

ENGAGED FULFILLING BEZWADA PROGRAMME. IMPOSSIBLE 
ADVISE FROM DISTANCE. WRITING . 2 

From a photostat: S.N. 7547 


114. STATEMENT TO PRESS REPRESENTATIVE 

Asked by a press representative if he would be appearing before the 
Military Requirements Committee as a witness in response to the invitation ex- 
tended to him, Mr. Gandhi stated that he had already written to the Com- 
mittee, intimating his inability to appear before it, as being a non-co-operator 
he could not participate in its proceedings. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 20-6-1921 


115. LETTER TO KUNVARJI ANANDJI 


Bombay, 

June 21 y 1921 

BHAISHIRI KUNVARJI ANANDJI, 

Bhavnagar has so far done nothing for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, 
which means that you have done nothing. I am pained by your 
slackness. You understand everything and have money. You 
know the importance of this work, its bearing on national rege- 
neration, and still refuse to contribute your full share to the Fund. 
I want you to give your intelligence, your heart, your time and 


1 This was sent in reply to a telegram dated June 19 from Jitendralal 
Banerjee, a Congressman from Calcutta, which read; “Situation in Bengal urgent- 
ly demands your presence and counsel. Mr. Das wants further extension and 
prolongation of strikes but it is the earnest conviction of myself and many true 
non-co-operators here that these strikes are departures from principle of non-co- 
operation and are jeopardizing success of Bezwada programme. If coming im- 
possible, wire advice after fully considering situation.” 

2 Gandhiji’s letter is not available. 
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your money, all the four things. Such an opportunity will not 
come again. I should like you to help. 

Vandemalaram from 
Mohandas 

[From Gujarati] 

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai 


116. LETTER TO MANGALDAS PAREKH 


Bombay, 

June 21, 1921 

DEAR FRIEND, 

I hear from Shri Vallabhbhai that the contribution expected 
from the mills has not yet been received. How can we carry 
on national work in this way? Either this .movement is good and <■ 
should be supported, or it is bad and deserves to be smashed. But 
you merely let things take their time. Isn’t even Gujarat’s honour 
dear to the mill-owners? Should they not help Gujarat to raise 
its modest contribution without having to work hard for doing 
so? I hope you will permit no further delay. You may give 
anything you choose but I should like you to make a definite 
commitment. It will not matter if you do not give the whole 
sum in a lump, but the mills should credit the full amount to the 
Committee in their books, also provide that the interest on it 
will accrue to the Provincial [Congress] Committee. The Committee 
should also be entitled to issue cheques whenever necessary. I 
certainly expect not less than five lakhs. Everywhere they ask 
me what the mills have done, the mills which have earned so much 
through the movement. 

Jai Shrikrishnd 1 from 

Mohandas Gandhi 

[From Gujarati] 

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai 


1 Form of greeting among the Vaisfmavas', literally, “Victory to Lord 
Krishna”. 



117. NOTES 
An Ounce of Action 

Remarks in the Servant of India on the apology of the Ali 
Brothers show me more forcibly than anything else the truth of 
the statement that an ounce of action is worth more than tons 
of speeches. I cannot conceive the possibility of the Servant of 
India wilfully misunderstanding or misinterpreting the apology. 
Yet it has devoted to the apology three paragraphs which betray 
a hopeless misunderstanding of it. For me it was, and even in the 
light of the fierce controversy that has raged round it, it remains, 
an object-lesson in the practice of non-co-operation. It is the one 
act which will stand as a guiding-star to the straying non-co- 
operators. They must continually purify themselves even in front 
of their opponents, and at the risk of their action being mistaken 
for weakness. In the process of putting themselves in the right, 
they must not count the cost. That is the implication of following 
truth for truth’s sake. The immediate prospect may appear ever 
so black, a seeker must relentlessly pursue what he knows to be 
truth. The Prophet would have lost his hold many a time had 
he not thus treated truth as his absolute and final sheet-anchor. 
Assuming that I gave my advice to the Ali Brothers out of my 
strength, and they understood and accepted it in their strength, the 
apology will be found to have done, as I know it has done, good 
to the cause of Islam and the country. If, therefore, the last 
issue of Young India has not answered all doubts, 1 I must leave it to 
time to answer them. 

Poverty of Expression 

Similar, but less important, misunderstanding has arisen regard- 
ing my letter 2 to the Moderates. I am amazed at the poverty of 
expression I betray so often. I am not by any means an indiff- 
erent writer. I take great pains to be accurate and plain. And 
yet I have succeeded in leaving the impression in ‘a critic’ in the 
Servant of India, that I expect the Moderates to join the non-co- 
operators in picketing. I do nothing of the kind. Picketing 
.might appear to the co-operators to be too clumsy and too in- 
complete to commend itself to them. But I thought that they 

1 Vide “Notes”, 15-6-1921. 

2 Vide “To the Moderates”, 8-6-1921. 
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would help the temperance cause in their own way , i.e., by im- 
mediately abolishing the drink-shops. It is the least they owe to 
the country. Daily, as the heat of the picketing is increasing, the 
pickets come in for the attentions of the keepers of liquor shops 
and of their customers. I understand that two pickets were struck 
by some ruffians and had their heads broken in Ahmedabad. 
These brave men now daily appear at their post with bandaged 
heads. A volunteer was slapped in the presence of a crowd in 
Bombay, and he stood his ground firmly but did not retaliate. 
Such instances must multiply, as the effect of picketing is felt by the 
sellers of spirituous liquors. It is impossible to stop this reform, 
even though pickets lose their lives in the performance of their 
duty. The work must continue so long as there are enough 
young men and women found ready to take up picketing, and so 
long as they are ready to risk their lives without retaliating. It was 
because I was aware of the danger that I appealed to the patrio- 
tism of the Moderates with a view to abolishing at a stroke all 
drink-shops, and thus saving young men and young women from 
injury to limb or life. It grieves me, therefore, to find that I failed 
in my letter to carry the point home. I am aware that, at some 
future date, temperance reform will come. It is small comfort 
to a man whose house is on fire that appliances are in course of 
preparation to deal with such fires. 

British v . Other Governments 

‘Observer’ in The Times of India asks me some questions 
pertaining to the movement. I am sorry I have not been able to 
answer them earlier. They would have escaped me had not a 
friend sent me the cutting. ‘Observer’ asks whether the British 
‘is not a better Government than the Mogul and the Maratha’. 
I must dare to say that the Mogul and the Maratha Govern- 
ments were better than the British ih that the nation as a whole 
was not so emasculate or so impoverished as ii is today. We were 
not the pariahs of the Mogul or the Maratha Empire. We are 
pariahs of the British Empire. 

What Should Parsis Do? 

‘Observer’ next asks : 

Are the Parsis to ask their children to leave Government and aided 
schools when no provision is made for national schools adapted to meet 
the special requirements of the Parsis? Are the Parsi lawyers to boycott 
law courts and starve their families? Are the Parsis to give up their lucra- 
tive vocations and devote themselves to spinning yam for three annas 
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a day ? The three annas per day will not suffice to pay their daily bill for 
soda water, let alone whisky and soda. Or, should the Parsis give up 
their present dress, which is more European than Asiatic, and go back 
to the days of their ancestors, who used to put on pyjamas with legs 
wide enough to carry a dozen fowl? Is it possible, thus, to set back the 
hand of time? Will Mr. Gandhi be so good as to give a convincing reply 
to these queries? 

Parsis are the pioneers in matters educational. They need 
not withdraw a single child from the present schools. They need 
only to rid themselves of the infatuation for degrees, and they can 
today disaffiliate all their schools. They have money enough 
to pay for their special education. Parsi lawyers, if they boycott 
law courts, are, I know, resourceful enough to turn their atten- 
tion to commerce, which is a speciality with the Parsis, if indeed 
they will not care to join the national service. They and the 
nation will be the better for the able Parsi lawyers’ renunciation. 
No one, certainly no Parsi, is expected to give up any lucrative 
calling not calculated to uphold the prestige of this Government, 
and to take up spinning instead. But every Parsi with leisure is 
expected to devote his or her leisure hours to spinning for the 
sake of the nation. Thus, there is no question of the Parsis giving 
up their soda. But those who take intoxicating drinks will benefit 
themselves and the nation by total abstinence. Parsis need not 
give up their present style of dress, so long as the cloth is hand- 
spun and hand-woven. But they will lose nothing by reverting to 
the ancient simplicity of their forefathers. The old Parsi dress 
was designed to fit the Indian climate. The European style is 
ugly and utterly unsuitable for Indian conditions. Only their 
insular ity and unimaginativeness have made the English retain 
their English style in India, even though they admit that it is 
most uncomfortable for this climate. I venture to think that 
thoughtless imitation is no sign of progress. Nor is every revenion 
to old habits tantamount to ‘setting back the hand of time*. 
Retracing a hasty or erroneous step is surely a sign of progress. 
A nd it is contended that during the past hundred years, we have 
taken many a faulty step. Before, therefore, we can move for- 
ward, we must go many steps back to find ourselves on the right 
track. We lost the way, and I invite ‘Observer’ and all other 
Parsis to hasten back to the point where we strayed from the 
right path. 

Young India, 22-6-1921 



118 . THE CURSE OF BETTING 


The Editor 
Young India 
SIR, 

I am glad India and its Editor have taken up the question of 
the evils of betting. I feel, however, that a casual article in Young India 
is not enough to root out this evil, imported from the West. The evil has 
spread from the idle-rich to the commercial communities, the middle class- 
es, the labourers working in factories, and the schoolboys. Over and 
above thousands of people regularly going to the races week after week, 
there are thousands more to whom temptation to gamble comes in the 
shape of bucket-shops openly plying their trade in the heart of the 
city. The Government have appointed a committee to consider the ques- 
tion of closing down these shops, and they will have some legislation at the 
next session. But that is not enough. Public opinion must be created and 
it must be definitely shown that race-going and betting is as bad as 
drinking and prostitution. For this, a strong agitation is required, and I 
hope readers of Young India will respond to it. 

Bombay, Tours, etc., 

26 - 5-1921 Satya 

As I have already said, unfortunately the races and gambling 
in connection therewith are fashionable. They do not excite the 
same feeling of shame that drinking does. Race-going, therefore, 
is more difficult to deal with than drinking. ‘Satya’ knows the 
evils, of race-going in a special manner. I invite him to come 
out in the open and personally tackle the vice which is slowly 
but surely undermining the morals of society. 

Young India, 22-6-1921 



119. THE TILAK MEMORIAL FUND 


Truly to revere' the memory of a person is to achieve his life’s 
purpose. Truly to revere the memory of Bal Gangadhar Tilak, 
whom India delighted and still delights to call Lokamanya, must 
be to establish swaraj, and thus for ever to perpetuate his memory. 
How fine, how noble, if we could establish swaraj on the anniver- 
sary of his death? Nor is it impossible to do so during the 
forty days that remain at our disposal. But my sanguine tempera- 
ment cannot visualize swaraj by the first of August next. By 
strenuous work, it is certainly possible to establish swaraj on the 
first day of October next. It must be death to the Congress, if 
swaraj cannot be established on or before the 31st December 
next. But it cannot be, if we do not carry out our Bezwada 
undertaking to raise one crore of rupees. These lines will be 
published on the 22nd instant. The reader has therefore to think 
how to complete the crore in eight days. 

Let us know how we stand. If all goes well, it may safely be 
assum ed that forty lakhs will have been collected by that date 
outside Bombay. That means, let me further state, at least three 
lakhs in Bengal, four in the Punjab, three in Sind, three in 
Andhra, three in the G. P., four in Bihar and ten in Gujarat. 
That makes thirty lakhs. Ten lakhs for the remaining provinces 
is not an extravagant estimate. Let us assume that all the Pro- 
vinces but Bombay succeed in collecting all together forty lakhs. 

How to collect sixty lakhs in and through Bombay, that is the 
question. If we are to reach the total of one crore before the 30th 
June, the amount must be raised chiefly from the available rich 
men of Bombay and Calcutta, i.e., those who feel for the move- 
ment and believe in it. 

There should be not only no bother about collecting the 
crore, but there should be certainty of swaraj in a month, if all 
the rich men of India could realize that their safety lies, not in 
fearing the existing Government, but in fearlessly helping the 
movement. Today, if they are making millions, they are sending 
billions out of the country, i.e. } they are taking the mi llions and 
ass isting to take the billions out of the mouths of their poor and, 
in many cases, starving countrymen. Today, they, more than the 
other classes, are supporting a top-heavy administration, which is 
keeping up a ruinous military expenditure in order to be able to 
hold India in the last resort by Dyerism and O’Dwyerism. 
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But we must take the facts as they are. The richest men are 
afraid to incur the displeasure of Collectors and Commissioners. 
Some of them honestly fear the success of non-co-operation. They 
believe that its success means chaos and destruction of life and 
property at least for the time being. We must win these over by 
patiently persevering to impregnate the atmosphere with the spirit 
of non-violence in thought, word and deed. 

Meanwhile, let us realize that the few rich men and the many 
well-to-do men and women we have with us have to sacrifice 
more than they are ordinarily used to, if we are to make up the 
deficiency. A happy beginning has already been made in Bombay. 
Earnest workers, themselves endowed with riches, are working 
night and day to make large collections. They are meeting with 
ups and downs. But they are dauntlessly pursuing their even course. 

We must get rid of the habit of waiting to be coaxed. Why 
should not the moneyed men of Bombay volunteer their as sistance 
and send their gifts? Why should they wait till some one else 
has begun? 

And what of those who cannot give lakhs or thousands each? 
They can still do much to reduce the burden of the few rich. Let 
them not wait for a summons from any society. Let each group, 
each caste, each trade-guild automatically set about collecting anrj 
sending to the provincial centres. The remaining days must be 
utilized for that purpose and no other by those who have any 
ability for collection. 

It is a shame that the total possible collection of the provinces 
cannot be more than forty lakhs. There is still time to wipe out 
the reproach, by each province producing selfless workers for the 
Week of Grace and Privilege, who would concentrate their energies 
on collections. 

Seeing that so many of the moneyed men are abstaining, and 
seeing that we have not succeeded in organizing collections among 
the masses, it follows that some must give their all. I know four 
Gujaratis, themselves workers of standing and ability, who have given 
their all. One has died, leaving over Rs. 25,000, the whole of 
his savings, to the Swaraj Fund. I hope the example of the four 
workers will prove infectious. One loses nothing by giving in the 
cause of freedom. 

If we are to achieve swaraj during this year, the least we can 
do is to complete the Bezwada programme by the time fixed. The 
collection of the crore will be a most visible token of its fulfilment. 

Membership and the charkha are no less important. I suggest 
two meetings, one on Sunday the 26th and the other on the 30th 
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June at every possible village or centre, merely for the purpose of 
explaining the Congress creed, and inviting all of the age of 
twenty-one and over, men and women, to become members of any 
one original Congress Committee. At these meetings, no other 
work should be done save that of enrolling members and collecting 
subscriptions for membership. Forms can also be deposited 
during these days at all places where responsible men will under- 
take the work of canvassing. 

Though we have no census of charkhas, from all the accounts 
I have received, the spinning-wheel has so far penetrated the 
masses that it is likely that there are already twenty lakhs of 
spinning-wheels working more or less indifferently throughout India. 

Young India, 22-6-1921 


120. DR. POLLEN ON THE WAR-PATH 

m 

I have received Dr. John Pollen’s open letter. I do not print 
it here, as it has already appeared in the Press. It is quite like 
him. He has hardly taken the trouble of studying the non-co- 
operation movement. Yet he has seen no harm in condemning 
what he does not know. He asks me to rely upon his own 
ipse dixit in preference to my own experience. The pity of it is 
that Dr. Pollen’s letter represents the average English attitude 
— laziness to study the other side, and arrogation of omniscience 
and consequent self-satisfaction. With a people so constituted, 
either non-co-operation or violence is the only thing that answers. 
If you murder, they are shocked into action; if you cease to 
speak to them, they are moved to inquire. The shock produced 
by murder provokes action, but rarely enlightenment. It creates 
bad blood, not excluding terrorism. The relief is partial and often 
proves more dangerous than the disease itself. Whereas the 
refusal to speak, to participate in the evil, to assist one’s own 
degradation, to co-operate with the wrongdoer, gives strength to 
oneself, and awakens and purifies the wrongdoer. India, I 
hope, has chosen the better way for all time. Dr. Pollen is too 
lazy to see that non-co-operation, being an insurance against vio- 
lence, necessarily involves the possibility of violence. It is an at- 
tempt to supplant violence. The least that non-co-operation has 
done is to postpone violence, and if it is tried long enough, it 
will give such strength to the people as would enable them to 
see that violence is totally unnecessary. Non-co-operation is a sep- 
tic treatment. It heals without killing. 
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Dr. Pollen should have known that I remain just as opposed 
to boycott of British goods as ever. I have always advocated, as I 
advocate today, boycott of all foreign cloth for all time , and boycott 
of such other foreign goods as India can profitably manufacture. 
The swadeshi that I have conceived excludes the idea of punish- 
ment or revenge. It means self-help and recognition of the natural 
law that the best service to humanity is to help that part of it 
which is nearest to you. An India self-dependent will' help the 
whole world, an India helpless and clothed by Manchester and 
Japan harms both herself and the latter. 

Dr. Pollen is wrong in his dates. I did not write to the Viceroy 
after non-co-operation as he suggests, but long before. 1 I did 
then have faith in the British Government. I began the denun- 
ciation of the British administration two years after the open letter 
to the Viceroy. 

Let me further inform Dr. Pollen that, whilst I am a deter- 
mined enemy of the system of government, to which in my ignorance 
I was once friendly, I still count myself a friend of the Bri- 
tish people. My religion forbids me to have friends and foes. I 
therefore assure him that I shall for ever be actuated by the same 
f iling s towards the British people as towards brothers, and am 
now acting towards them as I have acted towards my blood- 
brothers. 

I must adhere to the adjectives I have felt it my duty to use 
regarding the system, and my business is, whilst calling an evil thing 
evil, to restrain an outburst of evil passions against wrongdoers. 
It would be foolish to ignore or hide a disease for fear of the patient 
running amok in panic. He must be warned of the disease, and 
provided with a tolerably safe; remedy. 

Dr. Pollen’s ignorant preface is followed by an unsupported 
denial of all the propositions that I believe in in common with the 
rest of India, viz.: 

(1) The Indian administration is the most expensive in the 
world. 

(2) India is poorer today than it ever has been. 

(3) The drink evil has been never so bad as it is to- 
day. (Nobody has contended that there was no drink evil in 
India before the advent of the British.) 

(4) India is held in the last resort by a system of terrorism. 

Not only does Dr. Pollen deny these truths known to us all, 

but he asserts that the administration is cheaper than elsewhere, 


1 Vide Vol. XIV, pp. 377-80. 
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and forgets that the Indian Civil Service is the most highly paid 
service in the world, and that more than a third of the revenue 
is absorbed by the military service. Imagine the state of a family 
which has to devote a third of its income for paying its door-keepers! 

Dr. Pollen asserts that India is ‘really a marvellously rich coun- 
try inhabited for the most part by a comparatively poor and reck- 
less peasantry’. He then asks me to multiply the average annual 
income of Rs. 27 by five, and argues that Rs. 135 a year for a 
family of five will suffice for its support. I suggest to him that 
Rs. 2-4-0 per head per month will not feed, clothe and house 
the poorest among the poor, and that I should still further reduce 
the average for the masses of poor men, because it is reached by 
including the millions of millionaires. The average income of the 
poor, therefore, is an incontestable proof not only of the poverty 
but of the semi-starvation of India. 

Dr. Pollen has the effrontery to suggest, in the face of an ever- 
growing drink revenue, that the present administration discoura- 
ges excessive drinking. 

Lastly, Dr. Pollen not only denies the existence of terrorism 
but contends that ‘in all respects in India, they (we) are as free 
as the Scots, the Welsh, the people of the Dominions, and as the 
English themselves’. 

Only non-co-operation will dispel such hopeless ignorance. 
Young India, 22-6-1921 


121. OUR SHORTCOMINGS 

Whilst Dr. Pollen’s criticism, by reason of its ignorance and 
arrogant assumptions, irritates without helping, an Englishman 
in Madras, who signs himself ‘John Bull’, sends the following very 
helpful and candid criticism: 

Permit an Englishman to send you a few words of appreciation of 
your work and career, and a few words of explanation. I am moved to do 
this by your remarks in Young India on Lord Reading’s speech 1 . You have, 
it seems to me, the most valuable capacity of seeing and stating the simple 
truth in greater measure than any other living politician. You see the 
root of the trouble in India in the fact that the European in India looks 
down upon the Indian as an inferior. So do I. But what I want you 
to consider is, first, “whose fault is that?” And second, “How can it 
be mended?” 

1 Vide “The Viceroy Speaks”, 8-6-1921. 

XX— 17 
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* Can the Englishman in India help regarding Indians in the mass 
as inferior to his own people? Those of us who try to see things as they 
are, what do we see? We find that the Indian is inferior to the Eng- 
lishman as a servant or employee. He is less conscientious, he takes more 
holidays, he requires to be watched. We find he is inferior to the Eng- 
lishman as a master or employer, he has less justice and less generosity. We 
find him inferior as an animal, he succumbs to disease, he (if of higher class) 
usually shirks exercise, and is very frequently a worn out old man when 
he ought to be in his prime. His children die in swarms. Here in Madras, 
the deaths of children under five frequently are half as numerous as the 
births. He is inferior as a citizen, very seldom does he resist any pressure 
towards bribe-giving. He boasts of his humanity because he will not kill 
animals, but he lets even cows starve to death, and nowhere in any civi- 
lized land are horses and oxen so ill-treated as in India. In order to main- 
tain purity of married life, he has built up the institutions of prepuberty 
marriage and perpetual widowhood, and yet venereal disease is even 
more rampant in India than in England, and in the name of religion little 
girls are trained up to prostitution. What record can India show of lives 
devoted to non-Indian humanity like all those British men and women 
who (to take one example only) are at work now, in what were enemy 
countries in the War? If India had obtained complete swaraj and were 
in danger, would five million men out of every forty-five millions of 
population voluntarily enlist in her armies? 

Out of her vast population, how few are the great men India has 
produced — three living, Tagore, Bose and Gandhi — an extraordinarily 
rich crop for India! The population of England in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth was no greater than that of Mysore today. 

All this may seem a very one-sided and mistaken view to you. Pro- 
bably it is. But how can an Englishman help seeing the comparison bet- 
ween English and Indian in some such light as that? 

If so, the remedy is in Indian hands, and not in ours. You are al- 
ready pointing the way. I do not like your term “non-co-operation”, 
and it does not seem to me to express your meaning. I should prefer 
“independent action”. Let Indians abolish untouchability; let them 
exercise restraint in marital relations, and not procreate millions of chil- 
dren doomed to early death, let Brahmins learn at school to spin and 
weave and cease to despise manual labour, let India have one common 
language spoken and understood from Kashmir to Comorin, whatever 
local vernaculars are permitted to survive. When there is something to 
be done, let Indians put their hands to the plough, and not merely say, 
“•The Government must . . . .” These things you have preached, and if 
all the people who shout “ Gandhiji hi jai ” will do them, Englishmen will 
speedily entertain much more respect for Indians than they feel at present. 
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When these things are done, there are plenty more to do. Most important 
of all, perhaps, is to rebel against the tyranny of ancient custom, when 
it is no longer felt to be right or necessary. You will no doubt be able 
to point out one task after another. Meanwhile, we wait and see. Will 
that crore of rupees be paid up? Will the twenty lakhs of charkhas be 
obtained, and if so, will they be used? Will non-co-operators learn to 
maintain self-discipline and abstain from riot? Will Gandhi cease calling 
a Government consisting of men who, on the average, are more ready to 
make sacrifices for the service of India than the average Indian is, Sata- 
nic? Will the temperance crusade lead to any better result than unbridled 
illicit drinking? 

If we find these questions answered in the affirmative — if— but 
shall we? 

The English are ready to give respect, when it is earned. Do not 
complain that English do not respect Indians: complain instead that 
Indians have not commanded respect. 

For my own part, I believe you are accomplishing and will accom- 
plish great things. “Man lives by admiration, hope and love.” On these 
great nations are built up. May India be one. 

‘John Bull’s’ letter shows that the writer has attempted to 
understand the movement. Much of his criticism is not wholly 
undeserved. ‘John Bull’ has given the experience of the average 
Englishman. His generalizations, in my opinion, cannot be sus- 
tained. His experience is confined to a microscopic minority of 
Indians, drawn to the cantonments from ambitious motives, and 
by no means representing the mass of the people. In my opinion, 
based upon ah extensive experience of both the races, man for man 
the Indian is in no way inferior, in all that matters, to any other 
race in the world. That as animals we are inferior to Englishmen 
must be admitted. But that is due more largely to the climate 
than to anything else. The charge of indifference to the welfare of 
our animals can also, I think, be easily sustained. I do not believe 
that, except in large towns, we suffer more from venereal diseases 
than the other races. Dedication of girls to prostitution is cer- 
tainly a serious blot on our culture. If Indians were trained in the 
same manner as Englishmen, and if India was similarly situated 
as England, she would give quite a good account of herself. But 
we have a different culture which, I hope, we will retain to the 
end of time. India’s temperament is not warlike. She would 
refuse to see any greatness in sending her millions to the trenches 
for the purpose of killing fellow-men, even though the latter might 
be in error. India including her Mussulman population, is in my 
opinion more fitted for self-suffering than for inflicting suffering 
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upon others. It is in this belief that I have ventured to offer to 
her non-co-operation as a remedy for her many ills. Whether she 
will really respond or not remains to be seen. If it has been taken 
up purely from revengeful motives, it will fail. If it has been 
talrffn up, as I believe it has been, for the purpose of self-purification 
and self-sacrifice, it is bound to succeed. That Indians are not a 
nation of cowards is proved by the personal bravery and daring 
of her martial races, whether Hindu, Mussulman, Sikh or Gurkha. 
My point is that the spirit of fighting is foreign to India’s soil, and 
that probably she has a higher part to play in the evolution of 
the world. Time alone can show what is to be her destiny. 

But ‘John Bull’ is entitled to treat all I have said in answer 
as so much special pleading. I would far rather that we took such 
criticism as a friendly warning, and that we began to rid ourselves 
of all our impurities. I agree with John Bull’ that it is better to 
command respect than to grumble about the want of it. And 
that is exactly the reason why India has taken up non-co-opera- 
tion. The writer does not like the word. I would reject it today 
if I could find a better. But it is the only word that meets the 
case. We have co-operated long enough in our own degradation. 
It is our duty to refuse to do so any longer. One need not even 
apportion the blame. The fact stands, as Jonh Bull’ has properly 
admitted, that the average Englishman has little respect for us. 
We must therefore stand aside till we and they feel as equals. 

But there is the other side to John Bull’s’ argument. His atti- 
tude betrays race-repugnance. Assuming the shortcomings to 
exist, just as they are described by the writer, is that a reason for 
looking down upon Indians as inferior beings? Or, does not the 
doctrine of equality require mutual regard, irrespective of the 
possession of the same qualities? Does not John Bull’ commit 
the same error that many Hindus do regarding the ‘untouchables’ ? 
If I am right in calling the spirit of untouchability Satanic, am I 
less right in calling the cult of English superiority also by the same 
name? Do Englishmen behave towards their less fortunate breth- 
ren in the same way as they behave towards Indians? Do they 
not consider themselves to be born to rule, and Indians bom to 
obey, even as Hinduism is said to have consigned the ‘untouch- 
ables’ to perpetual subjection? My whole soul has risen against 
the existing system of Government, because I believe that there 
is no real freedom for India under the British connection if Eng- 
lishmen cannot give up the fetish of their pre-destined superiority. 
This attitude of Englishmen has deprived the tallest Indian of any 
chance of rising to his full height and, therefore, in spite of all the 
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good intentions of individual English administrators, we have really 
lost in our own estimation, so much so that many of us have 
come to believe that we require a long course of training under the 
English, whereas it is my conviction that we are today quite fit to 
govern ourselves, and therefore we must resolutely refuse to co- 
operate with them in the administration of reforms that fall short 
of full self-government. We will no doubt make mistakes, more 
perhaps than now. We shall learn through our mistakes, never by 
being forcibly prevented from making them. 

Young India, 22-6-1921 


122. TO CORRESPONDENTS' 

r. sharma: The families of non-co-operation prisoners are 
being looked after by local workers, wherever the need has arisen. 

l. n. das: Prize charkhas may be sent to Satyagrahashram, 
Sabarmati, at sender’s cost. The prize of Rs. 5,000 is payable to 
the inventor of a charkha that spins at least three pounds of even 
and well-twisted yarn in eight hours. The charkha must be made 
of parts capable of being manufactured in India, and must not 
cost more than Rs. 50. 

b. narayana: If lawyers, who have suspended practice, do 
not fulfil the other obligations of non-co-operation or have no 
faith in the movement, they cannot be regarded as non-co-opera- 
tors by the mere fact of suspension of practice. It is conceivable 
that a lawyer may suspend practice for devoting his time to destroy- 
ing the movement. Motive decides the merit of an act. 

v. v. sathe: It is unnecessary to publish your letter. Even 
those who may be opposing non-co-operation from ignorance, ill-will 
or want of faith, must be won over by knowledge, love and faith, 
respectively. 

t.m. : The idea of raising a loan for national purposes is not 
bad. But you are missing the chief object of the Fund, which is 
to perpetuate the memory of the late Lokamanya. We must ful- 
fil our own undertaking. If we need more money, we may think 
of a loan. A loan cannot take the place of the memorial fund, 
which must be a free gift. 

r. c. mathur: When untouchability has disappeared alto- 
gether, it is not feared that Bhangis will refuse to do sanitary work, 
if they are properly paid and well treated. Sanitary work is 


1 Presumably by Gandhiji 
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done well enough, if not better, in other parts of the world. But 
assuming that the Bhangis, on the bar sinister being removed, 
refuse to do our scavenging, we must be prepared to do it our- 
selves. The removal of untouchability implies that there is no sin 
or shame in cleaning for other people, even as it is no sin for a 
mother to clean her baby or for a paid nurse to clean her or 
his patient. 

Young India , 22-6-1921 


123. SPEECH AT OPENING OF SCHOOL , BOMBAY 1 

June 22, 1921 

In the course of his speech Mahatma Gandhi impressed upon the audi- 
ence that the one object which they should always place before the ms elves was 
swaraj and towards that end their energies must be harnessed. Only that edu- 
cation was useful and should be imparted in their institutions which would 
make their children love their Motherland, make them patriotic, make them 
realize their duty even at the sacrifice of their lives and win swaraj before the 
end of the year. They had to spin and wear khaddar; they had to right their 
Khilafat wrongs and the wrongs of the Punjab. Miss Krishnabai and Miss 
Jasalakshmi had not come there for the sake of money, but to do their duty 
to their country. 

Mahatma Gandhi said he had been invited to open the school, although 
he had no intention of opening any schools at the present time. He had 
already opened many schools and they knew what his views on such matters 
were and it was no use repeating them. At this present critical time in the 
destiny of India, they should have only one object in starting such kinds of 
schools, and that object was the winning of swaraj; it was not only the 
winning of swaraj, but winning it within this year. Then they had also to put 
right the Khilafat question and their Punjab wrongs. They could not leave 
these two questions out of their consideration. If they were determined to 
win swaraj this year, they had to consider what they should do towards winning 
it. They should concentrate all their attention on the vital question of win- 
ning swaraj and take steps accordingly. He for one did not think that if 
their children went without any education, they would suffer very much. 
India was now suffering much and they wanted swaraj to remove her sufferings. 
In the first instance, they had to get strength enough to protect their children, 
and he must say that Indians were not strong enough to protect them. They 
had to realize their inherent strength for that purpose. Indians had not realized 

% 1 Gandhiji opened the Lokamanya Rashtriya Kanya Shala, Bombay’s first 
national girls* school, at the Gandharva Mahavidyalaya. 
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fully their ability to do things; they had not yet realized what things they were 
capable of doing. When people were ready to die in the performance of their 
duty, they became the greatest warriors, the greatest men. 

There was no greater thing in the world than doing one’s duty to the 
country which had given birth to them. Indians had to teach their children to 
do their duty to their country in these critical times. He would ask them even 
to die for their country in doing their duty. That was the primary object they 
had in view in opening the Kanya Shala and if they Sept that ideal always 
before them, then they deserved nothing but praise. But if they sought to teach 
in that school only those subjects which Government and Municipal schools did 
teach, then he would tell them that it was impossible to win swaraj in that 
way within this year. The first ideal of theirs was swaraj within this year, and 
with that end in view they should educate their children. They had to make 
their children realize the importance of winning swaraj for their country and to 
make them alive to the needs of their country. 

Therefore it was that they should teach spinning in the school. Unless 
every one of them wore khaddar, he did not think they would get swaraj. If they 
could boycott all foreign cloth before the end of this year, there would 
not be the slightest difficulty in winning swaraj, and also in preserving it. To- 
wards that object they had to enlist the sympathies of men and women and 
children and harness their energies. We had to make them all realize the 
greatness of the object we had to attain. Indians had to make their children 
feel for their country. If the school he was going to open that day was going 
to do all those things, then he would ask all parents to send their children 
to that institution, for by so doing they would be rendering a great service not 
only to themselves but to their country also at the same time. 

They would be able to teach their children patriotism and show them 
the way to win swaraj. If, however, the parents had not yet realized what their 
duty to their country was then it was hopeless for them to expect their 
children to do their duty. His intention in asking the parents to send their 
boys and girls there was that the latter should use khaddar, and also induce 
the former to use khaddar. Some people might say that Gandhi was a fool 
in asking them to wear khaddar. Every man had to do his duty by this 
country now. Every one of them had to use khaddar and he prayed to God 
that He would shower His blessings on the new institution which had been 
opened by him that morning and that He would make it prosper and 
succeed . 1 

Mahatma Gandhi said he had forgotten to tell them one thing and he 
had been reminded of it by Mr. Banker. It was not their intention first to 
start such schools unless they got the teachers they wanted. They had now 
succeeded in securing the services of Shrimati Krishnabai and Shrimati Jasa- 

1 After Sarojini Naidu had spoken* Gandhiji said a few words again. 
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lakshmi. The former was the Principal of the Crosthwaite Girls’ School 
at Allahabad and he had met her there while he had been to that city. He had 
a talk with her then about non-co-operation and also with other women teachers 
there and Miss Krishnabai had proposed to come down to Bombay to help 
him in his work to the best of her .ability. She was from Maharashtra and she 
did not like to live in Allahabad,* she had been to America for her education 
and was well educated. She had not come to Bombay for the sake of money, 
but for doing service to her country. It was impossible for Miss Krishnabai 
to do this work all alone. She was a Maratha lady and they wanted some- 
one to look after the Gujarati girls and for that purpose they had Miss Jasa- 
lakshmi Dalpatram Kavi, who was a first assistant in the Mahalaxmi Training 
College at Ahmedabad. Even before starting this school, she had left her post 
and was living in the Ashram at Ahmedabad. She had come down to Bom- 
bay to do her duty to the country although she hated living in a big city like 
Bombay. But she had a duty to perform and that was to look after the Guja- 
rati girls. Indians could with the fullest confidence send their children to this 
school and leave them in the hands of these two able ladies. 

Collections for the Tilak Swaraj Fund were then made and some orna- 
ments and much money was collected. A Parsi girl gave her gold bangle, 
and a Parsi gentleman a cheque. 

Mr. Gandhi said many people were telling him that the Parsi community 
was not giving any money towards the Fund. He wanted to tell them, however, 
that it was not a fact. He had received help from them before, he was receiv- 
ing it now and he had every confidence he would receive it in the future. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 23-6-1921 


124. MESSAGE TO WOMEN'S MEETING , , BOMBAY * 

June 22, 1921 

Mrs. Motiwalla read a message from Mahatma Gandhi asking them to 
pardon him if he was unable to attend the meeting. He had met his sisters of 
Bombay many a time and what could he say to them often and often? He was 
hungry for the freedom and sanctity of Hindustan and his prayer to God was 
that there should be chastity, fearlessness and simplicity in the Indian women. 
Without the blessings of women no dharmarajya could be established in this 
land. They had to give up the use of foreign cloth within this year and for 
that purpose he wanted the help of his sisters. Women should consider it a reli- 

* The meeting was held under the auspices of the Rashtriya Stree Samaj 
at Marwadi Vidyalaya Hall, with H.H. Nazli Begum Rafiya Sultana in the 
chair. Among the speakers were the Ali Brothers. Sarojini Naidu and others 
made collections for the Swaraj Fund. 
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gious duty to use the charkha and khaddar, even though they might have to 
suffer considerable inconvenience. They must wear only thqse clothes which 
were made by their own hands. They should consider it a sin to use foreign 
cloth. Mill-made cloth ought to be used by only the poor people. He re- 
quired large funds for this work and for that purpose he wanted the help of 
women. If they could only work for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, he had no doubt 
that a large sum could be very easily collected by them. It was a happy augury 
to see his Parsi, Hindu and Mohammedan sisters working towards the fulfilment 
of that object. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 23-6-1921 


125. LETTER TO S. R. HIGNELL 

Laburnum Road, 
Gamdevi, 
Bombay, 

June 24 {1921] 

DEAR MR. HIGNELL, 

I have often thought of writing about H.E.’s speech and the 
communique about the Ali Brothers. But I have purposely delayed 
writing in order that I may not take a hasty step or write a thought- 
less word. I want to tell H.E. that I was deeply grieved over the 
communique and the speech. In my opinion neither represents 
a correct statement of the situation as I understood it when I 
left Simla. I am deluged with the inquiries about the interviews. 
I suggest that either an agreed statement giving the purport of the 
interviews should be published or I should be absolved from the 
obligation to observe confidence regarding the interviews. I need 
hardly say that so far as I am concerned I have no desire to treat 
anything I have said to H.E. as confidential. 

Probably you will wire H.E.’s decision. My address up to the 
30th June is Laburnum. ... 

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand: S.N. 7559 
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June 25, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said, when he was invited by the teachers, he knew for certain 
that the teachers would not be able to give him much, but still Tie had accepted 
their invitation with great pleasure, because he felt, as an experienced teacher, 
that the key to freedom of India was in the hands of the teachers. During his 
travels all over the country, he had been telling the people that the key to freedom 
and the means of redressing their Khilafat wrong and Punjab grievances were 
in the hands of the teachers, both men and women. He acknowledged that the 
women of India had done their duty to the country in the right spirit. If 
Indians were poor and were so much down in the world, they were as much 
responsible for those conditions as their rulers. For, while it was right to say that 
a ruler got the subjects he deserved, it was also right to say that the subjects 
got the rulers they deserved. He would also say, at the same time, that the 
people got the teachers they deserved. It was stated in the Bhagavad Gita that 
what a great man did others also did; what learned men and their rulers did, 
the rest of the men did. The Congress had passed a resolution asking the 
teachers as much as the lawyers to do their duty to their country and he was 
quite sure that the teachers who wanted to serve their country would never 
have to starve. 

When he saw the large number of students being taught, and so many 
teachers being trained in the training colleges, he felt sorry for his country, 
because he felt sure that the teachers that would be turned out from these 
colleges were not the fittest persons to undertake the education and training 
of the young generation of this country. There was so much slavery in these 
colleges that he despaired of the future of their country. Shrimati Jasalakshmi, 
who was trained in a Government college and was now a teacher in the 
National Girls School in Bombay, had told her experiences to him. She had 
to leave the college because she felt that it was impossible to preserve her dig- 
nity and freedom as long as she continued to serve Government in that college. 
When an educated and respectable woman said that, they would realize What 
it really was to serve in the Government schools. That was one of the reasons 
why India was so down in the scale of nations. He had no hesitation in telling r 
them that teachers, like any other men, had taken up the profession of teach*; 
ing, because they wanted to earn their livelihood and not because it was a gpowpS 
and noble profession and that they were doing good to the country. Just as fa#- ^ 

\ 

1 A meeting of teachers and students of primary schools in Bombay was held 
atMandvi for presenting Gandhiji with a purse for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
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yers and doctors had taken up their professions as professions, so had teachers 
taken up theirs, for the sake of making money and for nothing else. Personally, 
he became a lawyer and went out of India, because his people thought that he 
would earn more money thereby. He had no intention then of doing any service 
to his Motherland. He had since then realized that the best thing was to serve 
one’s country. Therefore, he had given up all those things and he appealed 
to the teachers to give their share of sacrifice in the great sacrifice that the 
country was doing now. 

It was the duty of the teachers to be good and conscientious. Let them 
te^ch the boys to be good, fearless and truthful, let them make their students 
observe brahmacharya (celibacy). He was appalled at the adultery that was 
prevalent in India and he feared that, if things went on in this strain for ever 
they would never be fit for swaraj. It was not their business to imitate any 
other country in such matters. It was the duty of the teachers to teach their 
boys to be brave and truthful. The swaraj they were going to establish was 
one based on righteousness and not on unrighteousness. They were out to esta- 
blish dharmarajya and they were not going to do that by means of force or 
other ways. When thousands of Muslims were ready to die and not to kill, 
when thousands of Hindus were ready to sacrifice their lives and not to sacrifice 
the lives of others, then they could feel sure that swaraj was theirs. With the 
solution of the Khilafat question the question of cow-protection would be solved. 

He again asked students to observe celibacy, for in no other religion was 
so much stress laid on that question as in Hinduism. Indians should also give 
up adultery. They should consider every woman except their wife as their 
mother or daughter or sister. When he saw so much sin committed in this 
country, he felt despair in his heart of having swaraj broad-based on dharma. 
If they were determined on having dharmarajya, then their teachers must im- 
mediately realize that they had to train the boys in the proper spirit. Only 
when they succeeded in inculcating the right principles in the minds of their 
boys and girls would they have good citizens. For their dharmarajya , they 
wanted righteous men and women. But if the teachers themselves expected the 
students to be truthful, if they told lies to their official superiors, the students 
would learn that lesson from their teachers. Therefore, they had to be taught 
by personal example. We had to purify ourselves of our sins; we must be free 
from those things and not be slaves of vice. 

As long as men and women realized not their duty to their country and 
wanted to use fine foreign cloth instead of khaddar, they would never get 
swaraj. If they did not entirely give up the use of foreign cloth that year 
then they could never get swaraj that year. They should not feel sure that 
simply because they might be able to collect a crore of rupees they could easily 
get swaraj. They had to do many things before they could realize swaraj. The 
money they would collect would be used for starting schools and colleges 
and many other things; many more things, however, remained to be done. 
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Therefore he would ask the teachers, both men and women, to guard their 
bodies and keep them pure and undefiled, with as great care as they had to use 
in regard to their minds. They must keep their bodies pure as well as their 
soul. They were bound to do that. They had to give up the use of foreign cloth 
and they had also to teach the boys to use only khaddar on their bodies and 
not to wear a single piece of foreign cloth. As long as Indians did not do that 
the poverty of their country would never disappear. It was necessary for 
Indians to do so because the chastity of their women would be preserved as 
they would not have to go out of their homes to break stones on roads. They 
should introduce charkhas into every home and they should be worked as 
much by the poor women as by the rich. What good would the rich women 
do to their country by wasting their time in reading story books, etc. ? What 
was required now in India was the universal use of swadeshi cloth and that 
could only be done by means of the charkhas. 

If everyone of them did their duty, he felt sure they could easily esta- 
blish swaraj within that year. Swadeshi, non-co-operation and abstinence were 
equally important in the progress of their country towards the goal. They had 
to abolish the vice of drink from their midst, and for that purpose they should 
go to the liquor shops determined to be killed in doing their duty in persuad- 
ing their countrymen not to drink. When they went to those places, they 
must be prepared even for their death. If a few men died at the hands of 
the police who were protecting the liquor shops and at the hands of the liquor- 
shop-owners, they would easily get swaraj. They had to be ready for their 
death at the hands of the men protecting the interests of the liquor merchants. 
Only that day he had read of the trouble at Arthur Road and he was sorry he 
was not there to bear the brunt of the assault. 

Another thing he wanted to impress upon the teachers was this : they must 
teach the children, both Hindu and Muslim, to have perfectly friendly feelings 
for each other. We had to teach them to have perfect unity among the two 
peoples. It was impossible, there could be perfect unity between these two 
peoples unless both of them followed and loved their religions properly. It 
was not intended that Hindus should become Muslims or that Muslims should 
become Hindus by giving up their own religion. 

The next thing of importance was the raising of their depressed classes, 
their Dheds and their Bhangis . As long as they kept down these people, the 
higher classes themselves would be Bhangis and Dheds . Because by keeping 
them down, they dragged themselves down to their level. Mr. Gandhi did not 
ask them to give their children in marriage to the Bhangis , or eat with them. 
What he wanted was that these people should be treated as their brethren, as 
fellow human beings. So long as these people were down-trodden it was im- 
passible to achieve swaraj. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 27 - 6-1921 



127. SPEECH AT “ANTYAJ” RECEPTION, BOMBAY 1 

[Before June 26, 1921} 

I do not go to any place if I am likely to get no money there, 
but I have not come here with that expectation. I readily accept- 
ed your invitation because I know the privations of the un- 
touchable brethren. I know your hardships. I am working hard 
this year to rid Hinduism of the pollution of untouchability. Swaraj 
is all-powerful. If untouchability does not disappear, then it 
will not be dhamarajya or swaraj which we shall have won. So long 
as this Dyerism remains in Hinduism, even if we have swaraj, it 
will not be true swaraj. Though dirty, unclean, or vicious, let him 
be what he is, no person can be considered untouchable if we have 
regard for the true principles of religion and, most certainly not, 
if we have regard for the principle of compassion. The idea that 
we may be defiled by another’s touch I don’t accept as a necessary 
part of Hinduism. That which has no truth and non-violence 
in it is not religion at all. What should you do so that the caste 
Hindus may regard you as touchable unconditionally? Someone 
said that you should perform purificatory rites. But there can be 
no impurity in you. No one consuming liquor and flesh is regard- 
ed as an untouchable for that reason, though even so you must 
give up these things. I would not visit a Brahmin if he drinks or 
eats meat, and I certainly insist on equal purity in you. Not 
only for my sake but for yours, too, you ought to remain pure. 

What does it matter to you how the Bra hmins behave? See 
that your own conditions improve. One person asked me why I 
did not teach you non-co-operation. But so long as there is evil 
in us, how can we change the Government with it? We should not 
cheat people in the name of non-co-operation. If my companion is 
deceitful, I would leave him. You cannot resort to non-co- 
operation until you have a good number of men of virtue among 
you. I have become an intermediary between you and the people. 
I say this to you only as a sincere Hindu. Gandhi will be ready 
any time to come amongst you and make you fit [to offer non-co- 
operation], You should go on working to purify yourselves, for 
we need to offer a pure sacrifice. I shall do my job. 

1 Gandhiji was presented with an address of welcome by members of the 
Aatyaj community. 
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My sisters, I wish to see the spinning-wheel and the loom in 
your hands. You, in particular, owe it as a duty to see that every- 
body is clothed. Bhai Shankarlal has not been able to come 
here because of a toothache. We who have come will not, you 
may be sure, take a bath after returning home. Jasalakshmi 
grand-daughter of poet Dalpatram Dahyabhai>, is here. She will 
be a help to you. 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 26-6-1921 


128. SELF-SACRIFICE IN GUJARAT 

I do not know of any great sacrifice made by Gujarat for a 
public cause. I do not regard the sacrifice made at the time of the 
Broach Conference as a sacrifice by Gujarat. It was merely a 
sacrifice made in Gujarat. We can speak of sacrifice by Gujarat 
only when a large number of Gujarati men and women give up their 
all for the cause of the country. 

Nevertheless, we shall never know to what extent the spirit of 
self-sacrifice shown by the friends who resolved, during the con- 
ference at Broach, to offer their all will have helped Gujarat to 
fulfil its pledge. But a person like me, who has faith, will, if Guja- 
rat passes the test on June 30, believe that the chief reason for this 
was the sacrifice made at Broach. 

However that be, if Gujarat wishes to make a supreme effort 
to win swaraj this very year, it urgently needs voluntary workers 
who will dedicate their all to the cause. Look at any other province 
in the country, . and we shall find that till now Gujarat has 
made fewer sacrifices than it. Maharashtra stands at the top. 
I would describe Bengal’s sacrifices as reckless, but it has certainly 
not shrunk from any. In the Punjab, too, the people’s sacrifice 
has been of no mean order. The very conception of the Arya 
Samaj has been inspired by a spirit of self-denial. The Sikhs’ sacri- 
fices have also been no less. 

We cannot claim any such thing for Gujarat. When two 
young men from Gujarat joined the Servants of India Society, 
the people were filled with surprise. We took it to be a great act 
of self-sacnfice when two gentlemen from Surat gave up working 
for yarning money and started running Ashrams. When I spoke 
of this sacrifice to a professor in the Punjab, he merely smiled and 

i Dalpatram Dahyabhai Travadi, 1820-1892 
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said: “I don’t call it a sacrifice at all. Have they given up their all? 
What hardships do they bear? Do they have to worry for their 
meals the next day ? 55 

Many years have passed since this conversation and, mean- 
while, the professor has even been on a pilgrimage to jail. He 
didn’t have a farthing with him. 

Gujarat can hold its head high only when a large number of 
young men come forward to sacrifice their all; only then will it 
be fit to make its contribution to the cause of swaraj. It is the 
duty of each and every province to do all it can for winning swaraj. 
Every province will be equally disgraced if we fail in securing 
swaraj before the end of this year. No province can blame another. 
The province which first acquires complete fitness for swaraj will 
win it for itself and will instantaneously make others ready for it. 
Winning swaraj means helping the country to overcome its lack 
of faith in itself and to inspire self-confidence in it. From among 
some lions which believe themselves- to be lambs, if even one rea- 
lizes the truth about itself, very soon the others will also know 
themselves to be lions. If even one province demonstrates the 
complete success of non-co-operation, other provinces will not be 
slow in following. One may also be sure that the solutions of the 
Punjab and the Khilafat problems will follow as a matter of course 
as soon as even one person has acquired the necessary strength. 
I shall explain some other time in what that strength consists. At 
the moment, I only want to suggest that, even in working to ac- 
quire the needed strength for non-co-operation, large numbers of 
young men and women will have to make the heaviest sacrifices. 

If a man offers up his all, how is he to maintain himself? 
It is certainly better to give up the idea of service and follow some 
avocation to maintain oneself and one’s family than to live on alms 
and serve [the country]. The fear expressed in the foregoing ques- 
tion is certainly justified if the idea is that one should live on alms 
so that one may be free to serve others. But every worker is en- 
titled to what his labour is worth. The kind of service I have in 
view is not one of leading others, but one which consists in 
labouring for them. He is the true volunteer who works harder, is 
more honest, more efficient, more humble and has a better sense 
of discipline than a paid employee. . Such a voluntary worker is 
paid just enough for living. He does not, thus, live upon alms, but 
gives true service to the country. He gives more than he receives. 
The man who reserves something for himself and then claims to 
give his free services to the country is less worthy than another 
who has offered up his all. If the common experience is different 
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from this, it means that in actual fact the worker giving up his all 
has been stealing. That is, he has given away all his wealth but 
not his mind and his body. Not only that; claiming to give his all, 
he takes more than he has given. If, after giving away the lakh 
of rupees which I had, I involve the country in an expenditure of 
lakhs and refuse to give all of my time and myself to work, I shall 
have certainly become a beggar living on alms, nay, more despi- 
cable even than a beggar. It is not of sacrifice like this that I 
have been speaking. The sacrifice which I call for has simply no 
room in it for behaving like a beggar. Do what one will, such 
sacrifice cannot be hidden from others. So long as this state of 
things does not exist in the country, it is vain to think of having 
swaraj. A swaraj army will come into existence only when some 
men and women are ready to sacrifice their all; only then will 
many others come forward to make ordinary sacrifices, and their 
sacrifices will be to good effect. 

The time has come for such sacrifices. The [Gujarat] Pro- 
vincial Congress Committee has issued an appeal for volunteers. 
Incompetent persons and those who do not know what vocation 
to take up may offer themselves, if they wish to, but the applicants 
I am looking for are such as will be prepared to give up their all, 
live on what the country can give them and feel honoured in doing 
so. We shall never win this great war for a holy cause with the 
help of those who offer themselves as swaraj workers because 
they can think of nothing else to do. I hope, therefore, that the 
sacrifice which the friends have made [at Broach] will infect others 
and I shall have the good fortune to speak of Gujarat’s sacrifice 
as distinct from sacrifice made in Gujarat. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 26-6-1921 


129. MADHURI AND PUSHPA 

Madhuri and Pushpa are girls of six or seven. It was my 
greedy hunt for contributions to the Tilak Swaraj Fund that had 
taken me to the family. 

While I sat surrounded by the men and women members of 
the family, all full of love for me, Madhuri came up, walking with 
slow, hesitant steps. I called her to me. Unfortunately, they had 
given me a chair, tables and chairs being the normal thing in the 
family. Seated in a chair, how could I take up Madhuri? So I 
drew her to me and put her head on my lap. 
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“I have cheated you.” 

“Elders may cheat me, not kids. You cannot have cheated me.” 

I replied with a smile, observing Madhuri’s features the while. 

“But I have really cheated you; I gave you only a rupee and 
a half,” she said with courage. * 

“Then, I must say, I have been really cheated. With so many 
ornaments on you, you gave me only a rupee and a half?” I 
said, and took Madhuri’s little hand in mine. Her bangle danced 
in my palm. I continued: 

“You should then do expiation. Kids should be perfectly 
innocent. They never cheat anybody. To expiate means to wash off 
one’s sin, to cleanse oneself. You ought to do so now.” 

“How is it possible to be cleansed now? The feet r emains 
that I have cheated you.” 

“There is an easy way. You have realized that you ought to 
have given me your ornaments. That is what made you say you 
had cheated me. You should now give me sill your ornaments and 
your sin will be washed off.” 

Madhuri’s face, bright till now,- fell somewhat. I saw this and 
resumed: 

“What should kids have to do with ornaments? We appear 
handsome through our actions. Besides, ornaments may be lost. 
Better give them to help some good cause. And you seem to be a 
good girl! You confess your error too. You should willingly give 
your ornaments. I shall utilize them to supply spinning-wheels 
to the homes of the poor, and to educate children like yourself. 
Other little girls like you have also given their ornaments.” 

I paused. 

There were two little ruby pendants on Madhuri’s ears and 
on her wrists a pair of bangles with strips of gold and another 
pair of glass bangles. She whispered: 

“Will it be all right if I give these glass bangles?” 

I wondered what reply I could give to this child. Shall I take 
her with me and adopt her as my daughter? But, then, I thchight, 
I have so many daughters like her! And, for the present, I am 
but a miserly Bania, who knows only grabbing. So I said: 

“I can get money even for your bangles. But I want all your 
ornaments. Surely, it should not be so very difficult to part with 
them! For one thing, your sin will be washed off and, for another, 
they will come in useful to me. Your ornaments will help us in 
winning swaraj. Won’t you give me all?” 

“I shall not give my gold bangle at any rate. Will you accept 
these (pointing to her pendants)?” 


XX- 18 
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“Now that is something. How nice it would be, though, if 
you gave me these bangles as well?” 

Madhuri felt somewhat unhappy. I kissed her and said, “All 
right, give me your pendants.” 

She ran away, returning in a minute. While she was re- 
moving the pendants, I said: “But have you obtained mother’s 
permission?” 

“Yes, she has given her permission.” 

“She told me to give everything, but I don’t like to part with 
my bangles.” 

Madhuri removed the pendants and dropped them into my 
hands. A tiny gold link had fallen on to the ground. She looked 
for it carefully, found it and handed it to me. 

Do what I might, though, I could not overcome my greed. 
My eyes would not turn away from the bangles. I did not yet 
know the girl’s name, nor whose daughter she was. I now asked 
and learnt her name, recognized the worthy gentleman who was 
her father, and said: 

“Really, Madhuri, what do you see in these bangles that you 
love them so much? What should an innocent girl like you do with 
ornaments? Won’t you give your bangles too?” 

Madhuri softened. With her own hands, she removed a 
bangle and put it into my hand. This was a victory for me, I 
thought. 

But the victory was on Madhuri’s side. That little girl had 
stolen my heart. I envied her parents. “May all parents have 
such children,” I prayed from my heart. My faith in the success 
of our struggle for swaraj grew stronger. I said to Madhuri: 

“You have been so wonderful. I will not accept the other 
bangle even if you give it. But is it willingly that you have given 
me what you have? You can take them back, if you wish to.” 

As I said this, I held out the ornaments before her. 

“I gave them quite willingly and do not want them back.” 

The answer brought fresh blood to me. 

I went into another room to see the female members of the 
family. Some other kids had been following the conversation 
between Madhuri and me. 


2 

Pushpa, a neighbour’s daughter, removed her bangle and put 
it into my hand. 

“Have you obtained your mother’s permission?” 
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“Yes, Sir. It is with her permission that I give this bangle to 
you.” 

“And do you know my terms for accepting all these articles? 
Little girls who give ornaments must not ask their parents to re- 
place them before we have won swaraj. If they have some others, 
they may wear them; but, for some time, they must not ask for 
new ones to be made.” 

“I have got another such bangle with me. I won’t ask for a new 
one. I have given my bangle to you quite willingly.” 

Madhuri was looking on. She was also discussing something 
with her mother. She removed the glass bangles and the remaining 
gold one, and put them both into my hand! 

“I accept this glass bangle. But I told you I would not 
accept your gold bangle even if you offered it. Please, therefore, 
do not give it. As it is, you have given much.” 

“So far as I am concerned, I have given it away to you. I 
do not want it at all. I have given it willingly. Kindly keep it.” 

Madhuri scored a victory over me. I broke my word and ac- 
cepted the other bangle. With wrists and ears bare, Madhuri 
looked more handsome, to me at any rate. I hugged her to my 
•heart. 

Overcome with joy, I offered thanks to God. 

Madhuri now addressed herself to a task. She set to work to 
see other girls’ wrists stripped bare. Her efforts met with in- 
different success. 

Will God, however, judge her from the outcome of her at- 
tempt? He has said, in truth: “Do your work; leave the result 
entirely to Me.” 

For her part, Madhuri did her “work”, not for show but for 
the satisfaction of the great atman inhabiting her little frame. 

After exhorting Madhuri and Pushpa to wear khadi and ply 
the spinning-wheel and after securing a promise from the ladies 
of the family in regard to both, I left, all admiration in my 
heart for Madhuri and Pushpa. 

If we do not get swaraj this very year, even through the sacri- 
fice of such innocent ones, how great must have been the burden 
of sin accumulated by us, the so-called elders! 

May God ever send into the world children like Madhuri 
and Pushpa! Let us, men and women alike, salute the stainless 
atmans of such children and learn from them. 

I have written down this conversation thirty hours after it 
took place. I have reproduced it as well as I remember it. Even 
the children’s words are given as they were actually spoken, with- 
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out any embellishment. I noted all the time that they spoke 
faultlessly. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 26-6-1921 

130. DUTY DURING FOUR DAYS 

The 30th June, Thursday, is nearing. Navajivan will be in 
readers’ hands on Sunday. Gujarat’s and India’s test will be 
completed on Thursday. 

1. Gujarat should collect Rs. 10 lakhs for perpetuating the 
memory of Lokamanya Tilak and for winning swaraj. 

2. Three lakh members should join the Congress. 

3. Gujarat should take the number of spinning-wheels put into 
commission to one lakh. 

If we resolve, we can complete what remains undone. 

Every reader of Navajivan should, without waiting for anyone 
to approach him, pay up what he can at the nearest collection cen- 
tre and obtain a receipt for it. 

Every reader should persuade his friends to contribute. . 

Every reader, if he is 21 years of age and is not yet a mem- 
ber of the Congress, should become one without delay and per- 
suade others to do likewise. 

Every reader should acquire a spinning-wheel, if he has not 
already got one, and learn spinning. 

Knowing that these four days are invaluable and will not 
come again, every reader should devote as much of his tim * as 
possible exclusively to these three tasks. 

Every reader should look upon the nation’s work as his own 
and attend to it expeditiously. 

No one should think that nothing can be done in the four 
days which remain. 

During four days, thousands will be born and thousands will die. 

In but one night, the future of a man like Ramachandra 
changed; in but one day, Harishchandra gave up everything for the 
sake of truth and Yudhishthira lost his kingdom in gambling. 
One day can be of no little value in a man’s or a nation’s life. 
What may not four days do then? If Gujarat wants swaraj— 
the rule of dharma — to be won through its efforts, it must score 
full marks in this first test. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 26-6-1921 



131. TO KA THIA WARIS 


As the end of June approaches, my eyes turn more often to 
Kathiawar. At the moment, I propose to discuss where Kathiawar 
stands with regard to contributions. I intend to deal with other 
matters later. 

The work for swaraj concerns the whole of India. Indian 
States stand to gain in no small way through swaraj. Rulers of 
Indian States know that the- swaraj movement has increased their 
strength and the subjects know that it has increased theirs. 

This movement is not for the liquidation of kingship, power 
or wealth, but for their purification. To the degree that dupli- 
city disappears from us, to that degree will the swaraj barometer 
register a rise. This movement is for ending duplicity, wickedness 
and irreligion. 

What will be the contribution of the Princes in Kathiawar, 
and their subjects, to this movement? So far there has been 
none. If it wills, Kathiawar can raise the balance necessary 
to complete the figure of one crore. The enterprising people of 
Kathiawar have gone to a great many places for business. 
They are certainly contributing to the local funds wherever they 
reside. I should like them to give more than they do. But, then, 
these are their contributions as Indians. As Kathiawari Guja- 
ratis, however, what will they send from Kathiawar? What will 
they contribute towards Gujarat’s quota of 10 lakhs? Or, rather, 
cannot they exert themselves and raise Gujarat’s quota to double 
that figure? 

The Memons of Porbandar, Ranavav, Kutiana, Jetpur and 
Dhoraji can, if they decide, raise one crore from among themselves. 
Just one Memon from Jamnagar can fill the gap of 60 lakhs, if he 
is so inclined. 

But one Prince in Kathiawar, if he understands the sacred 
duty of spreading the use of the spinning-wheel, can provide a 
crore of rupees to the Swaraj Fund, for being spent exclusively on 
that cause. 

But I know that I should not entertain any such hope. The 
Princes or Memons do not have such faith yet. The present fund 
is a test of everyone’s faith. 

How much would we not willingly spend for curing a disease 
from which we ourselves suffer? How many of us — Hindus, 
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Muslims, Parsis, Christians and Jews — consider India’s disease as 
their own? What is the number of such persons, whether among 
the Princes or the poor? How much is everyone of us prepared 
to spend to cure India of the fearful tuberculosis from which she 
suffers? This is the test to which all of us are being put. Every 
Indian has to answer before June 30. Every Kathiawari must do 
his duty. 

Those who do not believe that India is suffering from tuber- 
culosis or who do not think that any item in the present move- 
ment will cure India of the disease, certainly need not contri- 
bute anything. I have come across few Kathiawaris who have 
these doubts and, therefore, I hope for much from Kathiawar. 

The people of Wadhwan and Viramgam raised my hopes. 
Zalawad has had an ill-name on account of its poverty and 
narrow-mindedness. That same Zalawad has given me a surprise. 
If Zalawad by itself can contribute more than Rs. 25,000, what 
must Halar and Sorath and Gohilwad give? And what Bhav- 
nagar? The last is, at present, the biggest port in Kathiawar, with 
a thriving business. The people are relatively well off. Where 
is the share it ought to have contributed? 

The women of Zalawad, I must admit, disappointed me. I 
saw a good number of them [at the meeting]. But I was pained 
to find that the contribution by the women who attended the 
two meetings at Wadhwan was the lowest I had known at any 
place in the whole of India. Could it be that they had not heard 
about swaraj, about dkarmarajya? Or did the fault lie with the 
men? Was it that they had done nothing to educate the women 
about this holy cause? Let the reason be what it is. I for one 
have great hopes of my sisters in Kathiawar. They have taken well 
to the spinning-wheel. Hundreds of poor ■ women among them 
are earning their livelihood through it and serving Mother India 
at the same time. Will not the well-to-do women give their jewellery 
or contribute in cash? 

Kathiawaris claim me as one of themselves. That love of theirs 
will now be tested. If, despite their love for me, I fail in convinc- 
ing them, how can I ever hope to win over other Indians? If 
Kathiawar has understood my message, I shall certainly expect 
its contribution to be the biggest. 

May God fulfil that hope! 

[From Gujarati] 

Naoajioan, 26-6-1921 



132. SPEECH AT BOMBAY MEETING' 


June 26, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said he was thankful to the people of Santa Cruz for 
collecting more than Rs. 30,000 although their share was only Rs. 15,000. He 
was gratified at this. He was proud of Santa Cruz because he was a resident 
of Santa Cruz often in the past 1 2 and he was glad that the people of Santa Cruz 
had not yet forgotten him. The greater the love and confidence shown in him 
by the people of Bombay and the rest of India, the greater ,was his own res- 
ponsibility to the people, the greater was the burden that rested on his 
shoulders. What could he tell them at the end of the year? But whatever 
might be the result of their efforts, he was confident that their labours would 
never be in vain and that they would be benefited a great deal. However 
in his heart of hearts he felt certain that they would get swaraj by the end 
of the year. The women and children of Santa Cruz should not think that 
they alone had done very valuable work for the cause; they must remember 
that children and women all over India had done the same thing. All over 
India, men, women and children, and poor men, had given their quota to the 

Swaraj Fund. Compared to what the poor had done, he did not think that the 

* 

rich had done their share of duty. Comparatively, the poor had given more 
than the rich and the former had done their duty to the country. So had the 
Bohras, the Parsis and the Christians. He had never any doubt in his mind 
about the Parsi community, and, comparing to their population the contribution 
they had made, he would say that they had done more than their share of 
the work — more than even other communities — to the country. Even at this time 
of day, he was confident of receiving more money from the Parsis than 
other communities. If he did not receive it today, he would receive it to- 
morrow. He was sure that the Parsis were with them and not against them 
and that they would not keep themselves aloof from other communities. 

Swaraj could never be granted to them by other people; it had to be 
acquired by them. He would tell his friends that so long as they did not 
solve the Khilafat question and did not get justice for Punjab wrongs, they 
would never get swaraj. Even more than swaraj, these two things were 
important. They had to keep them in the forefront of their programme. 
Whatever other concessions their rulers might give them, they would never be 
satisfied. These two things were like poison in their body politic and they had 
to throw out that poison. So long as people did not feel satisfied that they 

1 It was held to present Gandhiji with a purse for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 

2 This was in 1901-2 when he was practising as a lawyer in Bombay. 
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had got swaraj, they might take it that they had not got it. When everyone 
of them* rich or poor, high and low, had realized swaraj within himself, then 
swaraj was surely attained. He would not give them any definition of swaraj 
just now. But, if the whole of India said, either by the end of October or 
December, that they had not got anything, then he also would say tfye same 
thing with them. He could not make them feel or realize or recognize a thing 
which they themselves were incapable of so doing. They must not think that, 
because they had got together one crore of rupees, swaraj was already at hand. 
They must remember that these were the sinews of war and it was a sign that 
the people wanted swaraj at the end of the year. 

He did not think that the residents of Santa Cruz had made a contri- 
bution which was beyond their power. When he undertook to collect the crore 
of rupees he had great faith in the city of Bombay to furnish him with that 
sum, even if the other parts of the country were not able to do their duty. 
He did not think that the women and children of Santa Cruz had given him 
their due share. They must not think of these things in the Bania spirit al- 
though he himself was a Bania (Laughter.) Women had great power in their 
homes and they could give as much as they liked without let or hindrance. 
He wanted to ask them whether they had given him 2| per cent of their whole 
property. If they wished, they could have easily given him the required sixty 
lakhs. Within the next four days they had to make good the deficit; they 
should not think of those things in a Bania spirit — they must do their duty to their 
country. He had been told by Mr. J. K. Mehta with evident pride that they 
had 40 charkhas in Santa Cruz, whereas he saw before him more than 400 
women and he was surprised that they were not using the charkhas. 

Mr. Gandhi then spoke at some length on the use of the charkha for 
driving away poverty from this land. Both rich and poor women should use 
the charkha and he wanted the blessings of those women who wore khaddar 
spun and woven with their own hands. He was sure he would reach the goal 
which he had kept before himself with their blessings. For the swaraj which 
they all wanted, three months were too many — it was too long a period of time. 
They wanted to attain swaraj by a complete change in the mentality of the 
whole of India. ' He asked them not to rest content with what they had done, 
but to do their best to give him more and more contributions. It was the 
duty of Bombay to give him more money, because it was through Bombay 
that the whole of India, every town and village, was flooded with foreign piece- 
goods. He wanted the city to atone for its sin by paying the sixty lakhs which 
was the deficit now. They knew that where there was truth, there was 
victory. 

About their complaint that they wanted their committee to be affi- 
liated to the Bombay Provincial Committee, Mr. Gandhi said that if they want- 
ed to join Bombay, nobody could keep them out of it. If they so desired, the 
money they had collected could either go to the Maharashtra Committee 
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or the Bombay Committee, the Treasurers of the latter being Messrs Tairsee 
and Motiwalla. These Treasurers had not the least power to spend a single 
pie out of these funds. The Secretaries of the Committee were Messrs Umar 
Sobhani, Banker and Dr. Velkar, and people could rely on them not to waste 
a single pice. They had made a mistake in putting their sole trust in him alone, 
for it was impossible for him to look after all the funds that were collected 
in India. He had done his best to give the management of the funds to 
good men — for the atmosphere of India had purified a great deal. He could 
assure them that not a single officer in charge of the funds would use the 
money for his own purpose, and he had the fullest confidence in every one of 
them. He did not know the names of the members of the Bombay Committee, 
but he knew the Treasurers and Secretaries and they could be relied upon 
implicitly. He had not asked them to hand over their monies to Mrs. Naidu 
because she was not a good accountant, although she might coax them, and 
even threaten them into giving money for the Swaraj Fund with her sweet 
voice. (Laughter.) They could therefore give their money with the fullest 
confidence. As regards the use of those funds, they would be used for opening 
new schools and colleges and for introducing charkhas. It was not the intention 
of the Committee to live on interest alone. They wanted to spend the whole 
capital for the regeneration of India. 

Addressing the Vaishnavas and Shravakas, he said as long as they did not 
treat the depressed classes as their brethren, they would never get swaraj. So 
long as one man treated another human being with contempt and with hatred, 
they could not get swaraj, for they were not fit for .it. He appealed to 
HmduShrauakas and Vaishnavas — to abolish, for ever, untouchability from 
their midst. The feeling of untouchability was Satanic. Just as they wanted 
to do away with the Satanic Government, they must also be prepared to do 
away for ever with this Satanic system from themselves. What could they 
say of a state of things which did not allow their poor brethren to take water 
from a well or go to a hospital when they were ill? How could they say that 
they were fit for swaraj with this bar of untouchability which kept the poor 
in a down-trodden condition? 

Tht Bombay Ckronicte 9 27 - 6-1921 



133. TELEGRAM TO MADAM MOHAN MALAVIYA 


Bombay, 

June 28, 1921 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya 
Simla 

NEVER INTENDED APOLOGY 1 GOVERNMENT. IF I HAD 
WOULD HAVE STATED CLEARLY. WROTE VICEROY 
LAST WEEK FOR PUBLICATION AGREED ACCOUNT 
INTERVIEW OR ABSOLUTION FROM CONFIDENCE. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 


134. NOTES 

Officers and Officials 

The Viceroy’s reply to the Ahmadiyya community shows that 
he has passed into the hands of a bureaucracy that is clever, united 
and utterly unscrupulous. His defence of officers and officials 
supplies the meaning of racial equality. The Viceroy sees no in- 
equality in the impunity with which Europeans may commit crimes 
against Indian humanity. I recall the extraordinary judgment 
of a Punjab magistrate, who considers that justice is satisfied 
when he draws upon his imagination for extenuating causes, and 
fines a young Irish soldier fifty rupees for interfering with the 
liberty of an innocent Indian woman. 

His Excellency does not care to study the daily Press which is 
replete with instances of insults hurled against Indians by Euro- 
peans. He seems to be unaware of the fact that British officers will 
not tolerate the presence of Indian judges in their railway com- 
partment. The Viceroy says: ‘There is no foundation, I verily 
believe, for any suggestion that the British official is anxious to as- 
sert racial superiority over the Indian with whom he comes in 
contact. I assure Lord Reading that his observation is so contrary 
to the. everyday experience of the average Indian that it must 
prejudice the people against the soundness of his judgment or even 
the honesty of his purpose. They will see in his certificates of cha- 
racter to officials and officers a studied refusal to see the truth and 

1 Vide “Notes”, 15-6-1921 and 29-6-1921. 


4 



NOTES 


283 


do justice. They will not give him the benefit of the doubt and 
think, as I do, that the Viceroy is not wilfully blind but is not 
permitted to see things, except so much as the bureaucracy is pre- 
pared to let him see. v 

From the Five Hundredth Floor 

The fact is that it is impossible for any Viceroy to see the truth, 
living as he does on the mountain-tops seven months in the year, 
and in complete isolation even when he lives on the plains. Ima- 
gine a business man in Bombay conducting his business from 
top-floor, with only lifts and ’phones between him and his clerks 
and salesmen. The people of Bombay are hardly satisfied with 
the condition wherein at least there is an unbroken chain of inha- 
bited floors between the top and the ground floors. But with the 
big business house in Simla and the gro aning millions on the 
plains, there is solid, dead rock, and even the piercing cry of 
the feeble millions is broken into nothingness, as it heaves up to 
the mountain-top from the plains. Prince Siddhartha was kept in 
such isolation that he did not know what misery, want and death 
were. He was an honest lad. But for an accident, he would have 
been lost to the world. Well, he was living not much above his 
people. He had the same coloured pigment as his father’s sub- 
jects, Whilst Siddhartha was living hardly thirty feet above the 
people, the Viceroy lives seven thousand five hundred feet 1 above 
them. It would be no fault in him, if he did not willingly cut 
himself from the people, that he could not understand the people’s 
hopes and fears. So long as he lives both physically and mentally 
in Simla, so long will he be kept in ignorance of the truth, even as 
Siddhartha was. But there is an accident in store for him, as there 
was for the renowned young prince, whom the world worships as 
Buddha the enlightened. Non-co-operation is the accident. And 
if Lord Reading has open eyes and open ears, it will not be long 
before he sees and hears the truth. 

The Savarkar Brothers 

‘Ditcher’ of the Capital has thrown mud at these brave brothers. 
He has charged one of them with having, during imprisonment, 
abused the wireless and plotted with the enemy. He has entered 
into details, as if the writer had been officially prompted to write 
the paragraph. If the charge is true, the Government should 
publish the facts. As it is, it stands, and must have discredited the 


1 Simla’s mean height above sea-level 
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brothers in the eyes of the public. They are, I understand, not 
non-co-operators. They claim to be absolutely innocent, and have 
a clear cause of action against the newspaper concerned. Be that 
however as it may, Dr. Savarkar informs me that one of them, 
Mr. Ganesh, has already served, if we count the remissions, four- 
teen years and two months, and that therefore, under the law, he 
is entitled to discharge. Section 55 of the Indian Penal Code runs: 

In every case in which a sentence of transportation for life shall 
have been passed, the Government of India or the Government of the 
place within which the offender shall have been sentenced may, without 
the consent of the offender, commute the punishment for imprisonment 
of either description for a term not exceeding fourteen years. 

It is clear under this section, that Mr. Ganesh Damodar 
Savarkar should have been discharged two months ago. The 
brothers having been removed from the Andamans, the section I 
have quoted must operate in their favour, and they may not be 
detained for a period exceeding fourteen years. All remissions 
already granted must count in reduction of fourteen years. This 
instance brought to light by the assiduity of an affectionate brother 
is probably not the only one of its kind. The world will never 
know how many illegalities have been perpetrated in the name of 
law. I am loath to imagine that Mr. Savarkar is being wilfully 
and wickedly detained. But that is poor comfort to the injured. 

The Gateway of Freedom 

There are still people, even in advanced circles, who doubt 
the efficacy of imprisonment for securing India’s freedom. They 
think that imprisonment deprives the people of the services of 
brave men. It is as much as to say that the bravest soldiers 
should not run any risk for fear of their guidance being lost to the 
cause they espouse. Such sceptics forget that the Lokamanya owed 
his immense popularity and influence to his having suffered 
imprisonment. Jesus’s death on Calvary was his crowning achieve- 
ment. The passion of Imam Hasan on the field of Karbala made 
Islam a power in the world. Harishchandra is remembered for 
his endless sufferings. India cannot attain freedom until lakhs 
upon lakhs have become fearless and are ready to seek imprison- 
ment in their innocence. And if lakhs are not ready, thousands 
must be actually imprisoned before India attains freedom. Non- 
co-operation is intended to evoke the truest bravery of the nation. 
We must be prepared to defy sufferings even unto death if we will 
be free. Hejwho saves himself shall perish. 
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May We Defend? 

If it is true that we must fill the gaols of India for the sake 
of legitimately opposing the will of this Government, it follows 
that we cannot defend ourselves before a British court of law, 
much less can we engage counsel. I know, it is possible to imag- 
ine hard cases as, say, of the Savarkar brothers. If I knew ffi*m 
to be convinced non-co-operators, I would have no hesitation in 
advising them to waive any action for damages against their 
persecutors, even though they may be wholly in the right. Though 
the abstention in such cases will be due more to the resolution of 
the boycott of British courts, it will be equally necessary in terms 
of the law of suffering. 

The Apology Again 

Nothing has caused so much waste of time as the Simla 
interview and the Apology. From among the many letters before 
me, I wish to deal with only one. A respected friend 1 , who is jealous 
of my reputation for honesty and fairplay, tells me that the talk 
in Simla is, that I have been unfair to the Viceroy, that I have 
almost accused him of breach of honour and that I have possi- 
bly and unconsciously swerved from the truth in saying that the 
apology is not made to the Government. I still hold that the 
apology was not tendered to the Government. If it was, I would 
not have hesitated to make it clear in the wording itself. It was 
meant not to be ambiguous. There was no occasion for conc ealing 
anything for saving the face of the Ali Brothers. I hasten to 
assure everyone, not excluding His Excellency, that if I find that 
I have strayed from truth by a hair’s breadth, I shall apologize to 
him and to the world. I hold truth above my influence in my 
country or anywhere else. I am not conscious of having accused 
Lord Reading of breach of honour. A rapid conversation is a 
mental cinematograph. The mind takes in the word-pictures as 
fast as they come, but it does not retain them all fully or in their 
exact order in memory. It is possible that we both have car ri ed 
different impressions of the various interviews. I have given min* 
with the utmost accuracy, and as much as I could, without bang 
guilty of a breach of confidence. But I see quite clearly that the 
public is befogged. It will not be satisfied without a fairly full 
report of the interviews. I am anxious to satisfy its curiosity. 
To that end I have already entered into correspondence with 

1 This was evidently Malaviya; vide “Telegram to Madaa M ohan 
Malaviya”, 28-6-1921. 
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H. E. the Viceroy, and asked that either an agreed version may 
be published, or I may be absolved from the promise of confidence. 
So far as I am concerned, I have no confidences to be respected. 
But I recognize that the position of a Viceroy is totally different 
from that of a public worker like myself. I must ask those who are 
eager to know the whole story to be a little patient. Meanwhile, 
I wish to acknowledge one serious mistake, I see, I have made. 
I ought to have asked to be shown the communique that was to 
be issued. I was anxious not to go back to Simla and further 
interrupt my tour, and I was so certain that everything would 
pass off nicely and creditably to both parties. With all experi- 
ence of honest misunderstandings and worse, I should have done 
better. But that was not to be. I am, however, quite certain 
that although it is unfortunate that a great deal of bitterness has 
been generated by the controversy, the country’s cause will be 
found to have gained rather than suffered. Meanwhile, I must accept 
the verdict of the good Maulana Abdul Bari that the harm in the 
shape of the drooping of the spirits of non-co-operators is apparent, 
the gain is in the womb of the future. Let us watch and wait. 

Parsi Generosity 

Mr. Godrej of the safe fame has eclipsed all donations to the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund with his announcement of three lakhs of rupees. 
His donations to public purposes have been hitherto quite unknown. 
But he was induced to appreciate the necessity this time of a 
public announcement. I tender my congratulations to Mr. Godrej 
and the whole Parsi community. I wish also to testify tha t, 
during the collection week in Bombay, not a day has passed 
without Parsi donations. Parsi ladies and gentlemen are also ma- 
king door to door collections. Parsis are also working as pickets. 
Among the newspapers, too, not all the Parsi papers are hostile 
to the movement. But Mr. Godrej’s generosity puts the Parsis 
easily first in all India. Parsi Rustomji’s [Rs.] 52,000 would in 
any case have put the Parsis in a respectable position. Mr. 
Godrej has secured the first place. 

Danger Ahead 

The liquor-shop picketing has an intimate relation to Parsis. 
We will have to exercise great forbearance towards our Parsi 
countrymen. While we cannot stop picketing altogether, we must 
meet file liquor-dealers in conference, understand their difficulties 
and explain our own. Mr. Godrej has earmarked his donation 
for liquor prohibition and the uplift of the suppressed classes. 
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Let us not, therefore, think that all Parsis are necessarily hostile to 
the great temperance movement. At the present moment, an out- 
break of violence is most to be feared from the temperance campaign, 
unless the Moderate ministers take their courage in both hands, refund 
all auction bids and close liquor-shops. I assure them that the move- 
ment can only be regulated, it cannot be checked. The people are 
bent on ending liquor-shops, and treating as a crime all liquor-selling 
except as a medicine by chemists. It is a matter that brooks no delay. 

How It Purifies 

Everyone knows Mr. Abbas Tyabji. Ever since his labours 
on the Congress Committee’s Punjab Report , 1 Mr. Abbas has been 
doing some service or other to the country, but non-co-operation 
has revolutionized his life, as it has many other lives. Mr. Abbas, 
though old, is now working night and day in Kheda in order 
to finish its part of the Bezwada programme. He is not used to 
the strenuous life of the peasant. And yet he is at the present 
moment engaged in mixing with the simple farmers of Kheda on 
their own terms. Young friends working with him tell me that 
he is beating every one of them in energy and application. I 
am sure the reader will appreciate the following from a letter 
which he wrote to me in reply to mine betraying anxiety about 
his health. This is what he says : 

I assure you, you need have not the slightest anxiety about my 
health. I have not been healthier for many years. In fact, the khaddar 
adopted at Bezwada has simply made me twenty years younger. What 
an experience I am having! Everywhere I am received most cordially 
and affectionately even by the women of the villages. Most of the places 
visited by me have subscribed twice or thrice their quota. It is only the 
big towns like Anand and Nadiad that lag behind. But Nadiad, where I 
have already spent four days, is coming up and I feel that it will make 
up its quota, if indeed it does not even go beyond it. Today I am going 
to Kapadvanj, and I shall continue to pass my nights at Nadiad; 
otherwise, the good friends will go to sleep. . . . 

Some of our workers are lacking in ‘go 5 . I suppose, they represent 
the very respectable class to which I have ceased to belong. God! What 
an experience! I have so much love and affection from the common 
folk to whom it is now an honour to belong! It is this fakir’s dress that 
has broken down all barriers. And now men and women meet me as I 
would have them meet. If one had only known years ago, how the 

1 The reference is to the Report of the Sub-Committee appointed by the 
Indian National Congress to inquire into the Punjab disorders; vide Vol. XVII, 
pp. 114-292. 
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fcnta, the saya> the angarakha , boots and stockings separated one from one** 
poorer brethren! How, so dressed, it was impossible to get them to con- 
fide in one is what I realize only now. How much I have miss ed in 
life is just dawning on me. . . * 

How much the movement has affected the course of my life is only 
dimly perceptible to me. Still I do perceive it, which is what counts. To 
realize what pleasure there is in giving is also a fresh experience. 

In Praise of The Charkha 

A Christian lady writes : 

I shall do my very best in working for winning swaraj by the 
spinning-wheel. Just before I left, I succeeded in getting good wheels 
made. Rathimms we call them in Tamil/ And the poor women came, and 
asked me to give them a wheel and to teach them to spin so as to earn 
a little for their living. I then remembered the word of Ch rist, ‘T 
was naked and you clothed me not”, “I was hungry and you gave me 
not to eat.” I hope that my Master will not say that hard word to me 
on the Day of Judgment. India is naked and starving. Her poor women, 
whose children are crying for bread, have been tempted to sell their 
honour in order to feed them. And the more is the pity, as India has 
enough of natural riches within her own borders. She is like a naked 
starving woman sitting by the roadside in the midst of cotton, rice and 
wheat fields. Why are the women of India sitting idle, while foreigners 
grow fat on her produce? Because they take away the work the women 
of India ought to be doing. The spinning-wheel will give India work, 
and give the little ones the morsel of food they are crying for. And to the 
music of the spinning-wheel the women will sing their beautiful songs, tell 
their stories of old, and the beauty and the contentment of simple home- 
life will be renewed. If I had the gift of a poet, I would sing the song 
of the spinning-wheel, of its beauty and its usefulness, of its poetry and its 
religious value. I would sing a song of praise to God for helping us in 
our hour of need. I should ask all my sisters in India to take to the 
spinning-wheel keeping the wolf of hunger and starvation and dishonour 
from their door. . . . But I am not gifted. The song is singing only in 
my own souL What can I do then but let the spinning-wheel sing its 
own song, while I am working it and teaching others to do likewise? 

This lady has already become a fairly accomplished sp inn er, 
and is about to devote her resources to opening a school for girls 
where spinning will be a special feature. 

The True Spirit 

The Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee has finished its 
election of members on the All-India Congress Committee. I 
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give the names in the order in which the members were elected. 
Abbas Tyabji, Imam A. K. Bawazeer, S. F. Edrus, Anasuyabehn 
Sarabhai, M. K. Gandhi, Vallabhbhai Patel, Mahadev Desai, 
Indulal K. Yagnik, Dr. Dikshit, Dr. Chandulal Desai, Mohanlal 
Pandya and Vamanrao Mukadam. The election naturally took 
place by proportional representation. I would not have troubled 
the reader with the names but for the lesson the election 
carries with it. The reader will observe that there are three 
Mussulmans elected and they are first on the list, showing that 
the electors were determined to ensure their election. Numerically, 
not more than two need have been elected, but the electors wisely 
decided to elect all the Mussulman candidates. They next wanted 
to ensure the election of at least one lady, and so Shrimati Anasu- 
yabai comes next. The most noteworthy feature of the election, 
however, is that, whilst all good workers have been elected, many 
equally good and able workers have simply stood aside. They 
did not stand for election. I commend this spirit of self-effacement 
to all whom it may concern. There should be no rivalry among 
workers for offices of honour. All must aim at becoming the 
most efficient workers. But all cannot possibly be elected to offices 
of honour, if they also carry heavy responsibility with it. The 
best way is for everyone to be ready to stand aside, and let the 
others be elected. Thus is it possible to avoid bitterness, unhealthy 
rivalry and heart-burnings. The best service is certainly possible, 
even though one may never hold any office. Indeed, the best 
workers all the world over are generally the most silent. 

Muslim Representation 

Several complaints have been received regarding the advisory 
resolution of the Working Committee about the Lucknow compact. 
The only section of the new Constitution bearing on Muslim re- 
presentation is the one regarding the rights of minorities. As it 
was brought to the notice of the Working Committee that Mussul- 
mans were getting nervous about their representation and desired 
observance of the Lucknow compact in the Congress, it was thought 
advisable to give the guidance in that direction. Attempts are 
certainly being made to divide us. Mussulmans have only now 
begun to come in. And it is the duty of the Hindus to hold out 
every lawful inducement to them to join the Congress. It must 
be the common meeting ground for all races and religions. Where 
Mussulmans do not come forward at all in spite of entreaty, the seats 
can be left vacant for want of candidates, or filled in by others 
pending the appearance of suitable Muslim candidates. Some 


XX— 19 



290 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

friends urge that we should just now think not of special claims, 
but only of efficiency. Efficiency is undoubtedly admirable, but 
we can easily make of it a fetish as our English friends have done. 
Unity is more important than efficiency. Unity for us is effi- 
ciency. The only thing we may not sacrifice to unity is principle 
or conscience or, which is the same thing, truth. 

Cow-Protection 

Apropos of Hindu-Muslim unity, I would once more revert 
to cow-protection. No Hindu has this more at heart than I have, 
but I refuse to be impatient. We will never succeed in stamped- 
ing our Mussulman countrymen into stopping cow-slaughter. They 
cannot feel for the cow in the same sense and measure as we 
Hindus do. We can only put them on their honour by being 
honourable ourselves. Bihar still continues to be the storm centre. 
I would urge both Hindu and Mussulman leaders to take time 
by the forelock and nip the evil in the bud. Nor must the 
Hindus of Bihar mix up vegetarianism with cow-killing. The two 
stand on a different footing. Cow-protection is the creed of twenty 
million Hindus, vegetarianism is confined to a small minority. The 
latter cannot be permitted to force its views upon others. 

The All-India Congress Committee 

The enlarged and newly-elected All-India Congress Committee 
is to meet on the 22nd July at Lucknow. It will be a momen- 
tous meeting. It has to evolve a programme that would ensure 
the establishment of swaraj and redress of the Khilafat and the 
Punjab wrongs during the year. It has either to elect a new 
Working Committee or else confirm the old if all are re-elected 
members of the new All-India Congress Committee. It will pro- 
bably be caEed upon to re-discuss some of the decisions of the 
Working Committee. Its deliberations will largely decide the 
question of attainment of swaraj within the year. One is entitled, 
therefore, to hope that there will be a full house to deliberate 
upon the vast issues that will be raised before that body. 

After June 

Some people seem to be under the impression that after the 
30th June, no further effort need be made regarding the Bezwada 
programme. This is an absurd superstition. Even if we have 
made our crore members and twenty lakhs of charkhas,we must 
increase both. We may stop the Tilak Swaraj Fund, when we 
have reached the minimum, but no harm can come if we collect 
more. As it is, many provinces will be found far short of their 
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quota on the 30th June. They will, therefore, be certainly expected 
to continue their collections, at least up to the time of the meet- 
ing of the All-India Congress Committee. 

Young India, 29-6-1921 


135. THE TURKISH QJJESTION 

If we mean really well by our Mussulman brethren, we must 
sympathize with them over the movement going on in Europe 
to destroy Turkish nationalism. It is a thousand pities that the 
British Government is secretly or openly leading the movement. 
Let Hindus not be frightened by Pan-Islamism. It is not — it need 
not be — anti-Indian or anti-Hindu. Mussulmans must wish well 
to every Mussulman state, and even assist any such state, if it is 
undeservedly in peril. And Hindus, if they are true friends of 
Mussulmans, cannot but share the latter’s feelings. We must 
therefore co-operate with our Mussulman brethren in their attempt 
to save the Turkish Empire in Europe from extinction. 

Hindus may not then be agitated when Mussulmans become 
alarmed at the slightest hint that the British Government might 
openly join the Greeks against the Turkish Government in Angora. 
If Britain should go so mad, India cannot possibly help the British 
Government in any such design upon Turkey. It would be tanta- 
mount to a war with Islam. 

England has her choice. She can no longer hold the awaken- 
ed Hindus and Mussulmans as slaves. If India is to remain equal 
partner with every other member of the Empire, India’s voting 
strength must be infinitely superior to that of any other member. 
In a free commonwealth, every partner has as much right to retire 
if the rest go wrong, as it is his duty to remain so long as the 
rest are faithful to certain common principles. If India votes 
wrong, England can retire from partnership, as every other partner 
can. Thus, the centre of equilibrium must shift to India rather 
than to England, when India has come into her own. That is 
my meaning of swaraj within the Empire. Brute force must be 
ruled out of account in all deliberations. Reference must be had 
always to reason and never to the sword. 

• And as with England, so with India. The latter, too, has her 
choice. Today, we are striving for swaraj within the Empire in 
the hope that England will in the end prove true, and for indepen- 
dence if she fails. But when it is incontestably proved that Britain 
seeks to destroy Turkey, India’s only choice must be independence. 
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For Mussulmans, when Turkey’s existence, such as it is, is threaten- 
ed, there is no looking back. They would draw the sword if they 
could, and perish or rise victorious with the brave Turks. But if, 
as is certain, thanks to the policy of the Government of India, 
they cannot declare war against the British Government, they can 
at least forswear allegiance to a Government which wickedly goes 
to war against Turkey. The duty of the Hindus is no less clear. 
If we still fear and distrust the Mussulmans, we must side with 
the British and prolong our slavery. If we are brave and religious 
enough not to fear the Mussulmans, our countrymen, and if we have 
the wisdom to trust them, we must make common cause with the 
Mussulmans in every peaceful and truthful method to secure 
Indian independence. For a Hindu, as I conceive Hinduism to be, 
whether for independence or for swaraj within the Empire, there is 
no road but non-violent non-co-operation. India can have dominion 
or independent status today if India learns and assimilates the 
secret and the invincible power of non-violence. When she has 
learnt that lesson, she is ready to take up all the stages of non- 
co-operation including non-payment of taxes. India is not ready 
today, but if we would be prepared to frustrate every plot that 
may be hatched for the destruction of Turkey or for prolonging 
our subjection, we must secure an atmosphere of enlightened non- 
violence as fast as possible, not the non-violence of the weak but 
the non-violence of the strong, who would disdain to kill but would 
gladly die for the vindication of truth. 

Young India, 29-6-1921 


136. THE WORKING COMMITTEE AND ITS FUNCTION 

The resolutions of the Working Committee have come in for 
some hostile criticism. Its ruling, questioning the propriety of 
non-co-operating lawyers attending law-courts and non-co-operat- 
ing defendants entering upon their defence in law-courts, has been 
seriously called in question, and it has even been suggested that 
its rulings may be disregarded. It is, therefore, necessary to examine 
the function of the Working Committee. And before we can 
understand this, we must understand the Congress Constitution. 

The goal of the Congress is attainment of swaraj by peaceful 
and legitimate means. The Congress must be worked so as to 
hasten India’s progress towards her destined goal. The Consti- 
tution is so devised as to tax and prove the nation’s capacity for 
self-government. It undoubtedly sets up a system of voluntary 
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government, in which the only force available is public opinion 
and the goodwill of the people. And seeing that the Congress is 
today engaged in opposing and, if need be, destroying the exist- 
ing system, it follows that the greater the authority of the Con- 
gress, the less must be that of the Government. When the Con- 
gress commands complete confidence and willing obedience to its 
instructions, there is foil swaraj. For, then the Government must 
respect popular opinion expressed through the Congress, or it must 
commit suicide. The Congress must, therefore, become the most 
united, the strongest in character and the largest organization in the 
land. The Congress policy, therefore, must command the readiest 
acceptance. 

The Congress meets in session only once a year. It lays down 
policies. The All-India Congress Committee is designed to carry 
out the Congress policy as embodied in its resolutions. It must 
interpret all resolutions, and attend to all new matters, with the 
same authority as the Congress. The members may debate upon 
different propositions and interpretations as much as they choose, 
but except on matters of vital principle, the dissenters must conform 
to, and faithfully carry out, the resolutions of the majority. The 
discussions in the Committee are not open for re-discussion in public. 
In order to make the All-India Congress Committee an efficient 
body, the Constitution has provided for a Working Committee of 
fifteen, which must meet often and must be able to deal with all 
the matters delegated to it by the All-India Congress Committee. 
It is designed to exercise all the functions of the All-India Congress 
Committee when the latter is not sitting. It must watch and 
guide public opinion, it must interpret it, it must keep all the 
subsidiary organizations in working order, it must attend to all- 
India finance, it must distribute it, and whenever decision on 
matters of grave importance has to be taken, it must summon a 
meeting of the All-India Congress Committee for direction. The 
Working Committee is to the Congress what a Cabinet is to a 
Parliament. Its decisions must command respect if we are to 
evolve constitutional government during this year. Naturally, 
therefore, its members must be those who command the greatest 
respect of the All-India Congress Committee and of the nation. 
It dare not take any hasty decisions, and it must be a homogeneous 
body. It cannot have two policies or two parties within itself. 
Whilst the Congress represents the whole nation, and may, there- 
fore, have every type and all parties, the Working Committee 
must consist of men representing the policy and the party that 
have the confidence of the majority of the delegates. Its decisions 
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have largely to be unanimous. When a member cannot pull on 
with the rest, he can resign, but he may not obstruct or affect the 
deliberations of the Committee by an open discussion of its deli- 
berations in the Press. Whilst, therefore, the decisions of the Working 
Committee should be carried out by Congressmen, it is not an 
irresponsible body. It can be dismissed by the All-India Congress 
Committee by a vote of no-confidence. Its decisions are subject 
to be reviewed by the All-India Congress Committee, and even 
set aside for grave reasons. In my humble opinion, unless the 
Working Committee carries weight with people, it is hardly possible 
to attain swaraj during this year. Every one of us must, there- 
fore, work to make the Congress an irresistible body by its resolu- 
tions being carried out in every little detail. What the Government 
does in the last resort by force of arms the Congress expects to do 
by force of affection. The Government has rendered itself irresisti- 
ble by striking terror in the hearts of the people, the Congress 
must make itself felt by securing the free-will acceptance of its 
doctrines and policies. Non-violence thus runs through every- 
thing connected with the people’s programme. But each organiza- 
tion expects to succeed by reason of people’s co-operation. Loyalty 
to the Congress decisions is a sine qua non of success of the Nagpur 
determination to achieve swaraj during the year. 

Young India , 29-6-1921 


137. THE MESSAGE OF THE CHARKHA 

The Indian Social Reformer has published a note from a corres- 
pondent in praise of the spinning-wheel. The correspondent in 
the course of his remarks hopes that the movement will be so 
organized that the spinners may not weary of it. Mr. Amritlal 
Thakkar, in his valuable note (published in the Servant of India) 
on the experiment which he is conducting in Kathiawad, says that 
the charkha has been taken up by the peasant women. They 
are not likely to weary, for to them it is a source of livelihood to 
which they were used before. It had dried up because there was 
no demand for their yarn. Townspeople who have taken to 
spinning may weary if they have done so as a craze or a fashion. 
Those only will be faithful who consider it their duty to devote 
their spare hours to doing what is today the most useful work for 
the country. The third class of spinners are the school-going 
children. I expect the greatest results from the experiment of 
introducing the charkha in the national schools. If it is con- 
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ducted on scientific lines by teachers who believe in the charkha 
as the most efficient means of making education available to the 
seven and a half lakhs of villages in India, there is not only no 
danger of weariness, but every prospect of the nation being able 
to solve the problem of financing mass education without any 
extra taxation and without having to fall back upon immoral 
sources of revenue. 

The writer in the Indian Social Reformer suggests that an attempt 
should be made to produce finer counts on the spinning-wheel. 
I may assure him that the process has already begun, but it will 
be some time before we arrive at the finish of the Dacca muslin 
or even twenty counts. Seeing that hand-sp inning was only revived 
last September, and India began to believe in it somewhat only 
in December, the progress it has made may be regarded as 
phenomenal. 

The writer’s complaint that hand-spun yam is not being woven 
as fast as it is spun is partly true. But the remedy is not so much to 
increase the number of looms as to persuade the existing weavers to 
use hand-spun yam. Weaving is a much more complex process than 
spinning. It is not, like spinning, only a supplementary industry, 
but a complete means of livelihood. It therefore never died out. 
There are enough weavers and enough looms in India to replace the whole 
of the foreign import of cloth. It should be understood that our 
looms — thousands of, them in Madras, Maharashtra and Bengal — 
are engaged in weaving the fine yam imported from Japan and 
Manchester. We must utilize these for weaving hand-spun yam. 
And for that purpose, the nation has to revise its taste for the thin, 
tawdry and useless muslins. I see no art in weaving muslins that 
do not cover but only expose the body. Our ideas of art must 
undergo a change. But even if the universal weaving of thin fabric 
be considered desirable in normal conditions, at the present moment 
whilst we are making a mighty effort to become free and self-support- 
ing, we must be content to wear the cloth that our hand-spun 
yam may yield. We have therefore to ask the fashionable on the 
one hand to be satisfied with coarser garments; we must educate 
the spinners on the other hand to spin finer and more even yam. 

The writer pleads for a reduction in the prices charged by mill- 
owners for their manufactures. When lovers of swadeshi begin to 
consider it their duty to wear khaddar, when the required number 
of spinning-wheels are working and the weavers are weaving hand- 
spun yam, the mill-owners will be bound to reduce prices. It seems 
almost hopeless merely to appeal to the patriotism of those whose 
chief aim is to increase their own profits. 
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Incongruities pointed out by the writer such as the wearing of 
khaddar on public occasions and at other times of the most fashion- 
able English suits, and the smoking of most expensive cigars by 
wearers of khaddar must disappear in course of time, as the new 
fashion gains strength. It is my claim that as soon as we have com- 
pleted the boycott of foreign cloth, we shall have evolved so far that 
we shall necessarily give up the present absurdities and remodel 
national life in keeping with the ideal of simplicity and domesti- 
city implanted in the bosom of the masses. We will not then be 
dragged into an imperialism which is built upon exploitation of 
the weaker races of the earth, and the acceptance of a giddy mate- 
rialistic civilization protected by naval and air forces that have 
made peaceful living almost impossible. On the contrary, we shall 
then refine that imperialism into a commonwealth of nations which 
will combine, if they do, for the purpose of giving their best to 
the world and of protecting, not by brute force but by self-suffering, 
the weaker nations or races of the earth. Non-co-operation aims 
at nothing less than this revolution in the thought-world. Such a 
transformation can come only after the complete success of the 
spinning-wheel. India can become fit for delivering such a message 
when she has become proof against temptation and, therefore, at- 
tacks from outside, by becoming self-contained regarding two of 
her chief needs — food and clothing. 

Young India . , 29-6-1921 

138. A PLANTER’S LETTER 


TO 

Mr. Gandhi and Others Connected with the Non-co-operation 
Movement 
gentlemen. 

Have you ever stopped to consider where your non-co-operation 
movement is going to lead India to? I speak, if permitted to do so, for 
Assam. Non-co-operation is not the remedy, or I might say, is not the 
cure for the evident evils you are trying to remedy, but legislation. 
Legislation and compulsory education are the things required in the 
order named. Coolies in Assam are very well looked after by all 
Europeans on European-controlled tea gardens, but even on such gar- 
dens, I regret to say that the desire on the part of your own country- 
men to extort money by unfair means from the poor coolie is more preva- 
lent than it should be. The wages on tea gardens are distinctly good. My 
coolies earn on an average for men Rs. 10-3-8, for women Rs. 6-12-8, 
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for children Rs. 4-15-9. (Sept. 1920 Government Return.) In addition 
to these wages, free fuel, free medicine, free medical attendance, free 
housing accommodation, free grazing-ground, free kket land, rice sup- 
plied at much below bazaar rates when there is a famine on — these are 
the comforts bestowed on all the tea garden coolies of Assam, and I feel 
sure you will agree with me that “you can take a horse to the water, tut 
you cannot make him drink,” and you can take a coolie to the work, 
but you cannot make him work, and in every trade in the world a man 
must work. Piece-work is given on tea gardens, and a coolie can easily 
earn 8 to 10 annas daily, and a woman 4 to 6 annas, i.e., in the busy 
season. If they work with all the comforts above named, can you non-co- 
operators truthfully say the tea planter is not doing his duty towards the 
coolie? No. Your countrymen are beginning to realize that the poor 
coolie is not quite such a fool as he used to be, and not quite so much 
can be extorted out of him nowadays, and as the money must come 
from somewhere, you are endeavouring to take it through the coolie by 
telling him that he is underpaid, sweated labour, ill-treated and a host 
of other lies. Where are your reformed Councils and where is your Legis- 
lature ? At the rate you people are travelling, you will be looking for your 
rent shortly. 

What then is required? In Assam, the pay of the Indian staff should 
be increased 100 per cent. This would stop the present dissatisfaction 
amongst the baboo clerks, who in most cases have to support huge fami- 
lies on salaries which are inadequate, and to live they are compelled to 
get the money from somewhere; hence they extort from the weak, being 
unable to from the strong. My staff consists of one head and two 
junior clerks, all disgracefully paid. They do not steal; they can’t, because 
I am too cute for them. I am exceedingly sorry for them, but as I am 
struggling to live, I cannot help them from my salary. Why should I? 
My employers do not permit me to pay them more, but it is bound to 
come sooner or later by agitation and co-operation, not by non-co-operation. 
The present methods of your followers have a Bolshevik tendency by turn- 
ing a land now flowing with milk and honey into a chaos, and causing 
complete disorganization. Agitate, agitate," agitate. Co-operate, co-operate, 
co-operate. Legislate, legislate, legislate. I ask you to banish non-co-ope- 
ration from your mind, it is useless. 

I want to see in Assam: 

1. Free labour. Liberty is wealth. 

2. That every Indian can travel to any part of India from famine 
area to plenty without any restriction. 

3. Legislation, the same for the poor and the rich, the same for the 
Indian and the European. 
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4. Legislation for the protection of Indian women and their Eura- 
sian children. 

5. The panchayat as a legal power on every tea garden, of which the 
manager must be president, and if the Indian can be tried by pancha- 
yat, so can the European. (My coolies have permission to try me.) 

6. Payment of sick allowance to coolies compulsory. 

7. Restriction of coolie marriages abolished. 

8. Confinement allowance to pregnant women compulsory for six 
months. 

You will admit, all these suggestions are for legislators, not for non- 
co-operators; therefore agitate, co-operate, legislate, and Love “Mobut” 
Dayal “Mia?* Beeckar. 

What are your members of Council doing ? Make them work, make 
them pass suitable laws, make them listen to the voice of the people. 
My strength is the love of my people (coolies) ; their strength is the love 
of their people, Indians, non-co-operators, co-operators, agitators, legis- 
lators, or it should be a house that is divided against itself and cannot 
stand; therefore, co-operate. I co-operate with all Indians that I meet 
or have dealings with, from the chamar to the Brahmin, from the coolie 
to the rajah. All are God’s own, all are human, all I regard as my bro- 
thers. Where I can help I help, where I can alleviate trouble I do so, 
where I can teach I teach. Let brotherly love continue, it is not obtained 
by non-co-operation, but brotherly love is co-operation. 

I am glad to be able to tell you that I am the manager of the most 
contented and the best-paid labour force in tea, and I can truthfully say 
that I have always, ever since I have been in India, made a point of 
alleviating the sufferings of my coolies, though of course one cannot please 
all. This has been done by co-operation and no strike has or will take 
place on the garden under my control. I speak with confidence. So I 
ask you, Mr. Gandhi, to stay your hand and the hand of your sympathi- 
zers, and stop this mad exodus from Assam. Think of the thousands of 
deaths being caused by this stampede. Two wrongs will never make one 
right. 

I personally am 'very much against the methods employed in tea 
on every garden except my own and a few others. They are, I admit, a 
disgrace to the tea industry, i.e., gardens worked through the baboos. But 
what is required is co-operation, agitation, legislation, and not your 
methods, namely, Bolshevism with a non-co-operation tendency. The 
truth hurts no one. 

Apologizing for the tone of my letter, which only speaks my mind, 

I remain , 

“Chi tace Confessa” 

“He who keeps silent, confesses” 
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I publish this letter without any alteration. The writer has sent 
me his name, but wishes to remain anonymous. I have seen, both 
in Natal and Champaran, the writer’s prototypes. He means well, 
but does not know that he is no more than a kind cattle- 
keeper. Once admit that men may be treated like cattle, many a 
European manager would earn a certificate of merit from a Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals Society. I know from experience 
that free medicine, free medical attendance, free housing accom- 
modation and free grazing-ground are so many tricks of the 
trade, designed to keep the ‘coolie’ a serf for ever. He would be a 
freer man for being paid full wages and charged for housing and 
medicine. Free grazing-ground is to him, almost like breathing, in- 
dispensable. Eurasian children tell on every estate the story of 
man’s and woman’s shame. If I had the power, I would stop all 
the estates where the crime against Indian .womanhood is proved 
by the presence of Eurasian children. I know the problem is 
difficult. But if the European learnt to respect the chastity of the 
Indian woman as his sister’s, there would be no Eurasian children 
bom out of wedlock. I am no believer in ‘free’ intercourse. The 
subject is too painful, the chastity of man and woman too sac- 
red for me, to enable me to write with restraint on what I have 
seen on such estates, and heard. I do not for one moment wish to 
suggest that Indian managers would not commit the same crimes 
that European managers do. I know that their colour hides the 
shame in the faces of their crimes’ creation. But I do maintain 
that the European manager does with impunity what the Indian 
dare not. But I must close this chapter here. The disingenuous 
suggestion that the manager should be the president of panchayat 
gives away the planters’ case. The correspondent’s advice re- 
garding non-co-operation proceeds from ignorance. I can assure 
him that I never advised a single coolie in Assam to strike. I 
do not profess to know the problem of labour there. He should, 
moreover, know that there is no non-co-operation going on with 
capital or capitalists. Non-co-operation is going on with the 
existing Government as a system. But there is bound to be non-co- 
operation wherever there is evil, oppression and injustice, whether 
anybody wishes it or not. The people, having found the remedy, 
will resort to it. If they do so stupidly or unjustifiably, they alone 
will be the real losers. I do not believe that legislation or debates 
in the Councils can do much good. Not until employers begin to 
look upon labourers as members of their own family, or until the 
latter are educated to understand their own rights and know the 
method of securing them, will labourers be able to better their 
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position. Legislation in advance of public opinion is often worse 
than useless. Non-co-operation is the quickest method of creating 
public opinion, in the present case a change of manners, or as I have 
often put it, of heart. 

Young India, 29-6-1921 


139. LETTER TO LAJPAT RAI 

[Before June 30, 1921] 

DEAR LALAJI, 

I do hope that the Punjab will contribute as much as Gujarat 
hopes to, before the end of the month. I say this because I know 
Amritsar so well and Amritsar has up to now done so badly in the 
matter of the collection. Amritsar is to the Punjab what Ahmeda- 
bad is to Gujarat in the matter of finance. Amritsar of all 
the places in India has been the hardest hit and therefore should 
lead in the struggle for making inhuman humiliations impossible. 
I wish you could make the monied people of Amritsar realize their 
great responsibility. 

Tours sincerely, 

From a photostat of the draft in Gandhiji’s hand : S.N. 7556 


140. MY NOTES 


[Before June 30, 192 1] 1 

Pot or Tumbler 

I am writing these notes on the day prior to the day of 
our test. Whether the product will be a perfect, full-sized pot or 
only a tumbler, the workers alone know, and God. The result corres- 
ponds to the sincerity behind the effort. If those engaged in col- 
lection work are sincere enough, the result is bound to follow. 
There is no doubt now about 10 lakhs being collected from Gujarat. 
The expectation, rather, is that the actual collection will exceed 
this figure. And why not? We have plenty, relatively. The mills 
in Gujarat can by themselves fulfil our expectation. The enter- 
prising business men engaged in trade outside Gujarat can give 

1 This was evidently written before June 30, by which date the programme 
laid down at the Bezwada Congress was to be completed. 
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something. The Princes can give if they but shed fear. We have 
never, in the past, attempted such tasks as a people, never tested 
our strength. In our timidity, therefore, we put the figure rather 
low. As we gradually shed our fear, we shall go forward. 

We want, however, three lakh members and one lakh spin- 
ning-wheels. Our future depends on whether we succeed in this 
effort. May God preserve Gujarat’s and India’s honour. 

Our Burden 1 

However, with more money, more members and more spin- 
ning-wheels, our responsibility also increases . 2 It is not enough 
that we have secured the crore. We should know to keep clear 
and complete accounts. We are not going to put the crore out at 
interest. We have collected it for our immediate needs. We have 
to elevate national life by means of it. We must boycott foreign cloth. 
We must introduce a system of national education. We must amelio- 
rate the wretched condition of the suppressed classes. We must 
free the nation from the clutches of drink. We must banish for ever 
the spectre of famine from our country. The crore could be used 
up for all these things. For this, we need honest workers. Our 
accounts should be open for inspection even to a child. All hopes 
for assistance in the future must naturally depend upon a proper 
administration of the present trust. We have got in our collec- 
tions the priceless ornaments of sinless sisters. Many girls have 
given up all such jewellery as was so dear to them. I know the 
names of some, but I do not care to publish them. They have 
not cared for publicity. I think them to be so holy that I 
would not like to take their names in vain. They have given 
only for the joy of giving. One widowed sister gave me all the 
pearls and rubies that still remained with her. My heart wept 
within me, as I accepted them. Are we fit recipients of gifts like 
these? A widow never likes to part with her ornaments; she 
holds them with all the greater tenacity. I put this sister on her 
guard. I asked -her to have them back, if there was the least 
hesitation or bashfulness in the act of giving. She did not with- 
draw; she was already fully determined on the step she took. What 
if we use money thus obtained negligently, foolishly or dishonestly? 
We should not only be disappointed in our hope of swaraj. We 
should become the ever hopeless denizens of the darkest hell. I 
trust that the purity of these sisters — their religious fervour — will keep 

1 The translation of this part is reproduced from Young India of 6-7-1921. 

2 This sentence is supplied from the Gujarati original. 



302 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

us on the straight path, will not allow our honour to be tarnished, 
and will lead to the fulfilment of all our desires and aspirations. 

Parsi Contributions 

Whenever I heard people say that the Parsis had not joined 
the movement, I have merely smiled. The Parsi population in 
the country totals one lakh. On the basis only of numbers, their 
contribution would be full if they gave Rs. 4,120, provided the 
same number of members and accounted for 824 spinning-wheels. 
As a matter of fact, Rs. 4,120 have come from them just by way 
of petty contributions. The sums which Parsi friends sent anony- 
mously must have come to this total. I also include in this 
Fund Parsi Rustomjee’s contribution of Rs. 52,000. The Parsis 
must have, I believe, provided 4,120 members too. Some Parsi 
volunteers have been enrolling members of the Congress and’ do- 
ing excellent work in Bombay. There has been a Parsi lawyer, 
too, who gave up practice. One gentleman has resolved to utilize 
his scientific knowledge for the service of the people. It is true 
that the number of spinning-wheels among them is small, but 
even so Parsi women, and some men too, have taken up the work. 
Some Parsis also go out to picket liquor-booths. How can one say, 
in the face of this, that they have in any way done less than others? 
Not all papers run by them are opposed to the movement. The 
services of Sanj Vartman are known to all. Who has not heard of 
Shri Bharucha’s hard work? As for the work being done by some 
Parsi ladies, I shall give my experiences some other time, but there 
is one name I must mention. The grand-daughter of India’s 
“Grand Old Man” has been working tirelessly. She has, actual- 
ly, adopted a completely khadi dress. Even if the Parsi community 
had done no more than what they have, we would have reason 
to be grateful to them, would have no reason for pointing a finger 
at them. 

But the fact is that Shri Godrej has done something which far 
exceeds any other performances. He has contributed three lakhs. 
No other single individual has given so much. True, the entire 
amount is not available in cash today, but it is as secure as if 
offered in gold. He has earmarked the sum for two of the purest 
items in our programme, banishing liquor and Antyaj uplift 
Money was earmarked for the latter cause on his insistence. For 
myself I would have preferred to employ only Hindus’ money for 
this work. It is for them to carry out this particular reform. But 
how could I stand in the way of this friend who offered what he did 
in utter sincerity of heart? With the receipt of this amount, I 
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believe the total contribution by Parsis, so far as my information 
goes, will easily come to not less than four lakhs, leaving out the 
value of the gifts promised by some of them. We cannot thank 
Shri Godrej and the Parsi community sufficiently. 

Contributions have been received from South Africa too. 
The Patidar Mandal and the Khatri Mandal have telegraphically 
sent Rs. 8,275 and Rs. 960, respectively. I expect more yet. 1 
I have always found the Patidars of South Africa to be generous. 

Some persons seem to be under the impression that, after 
June, they should not collect or send contributions without per- 
mission. This is altogether wrong. All these days we concen- 
trated our attention on the three aims laid down at Bezwada. 
This does not mean that, after June, we may not enrol new mem- 
bers or get new spinning-wheels made or collect further contribu- 
tions. After completing the figure of one crore, we may, if we like, 
stop collections for the Tilak Swaraj Fund, but we are bound to 
continue them till that time. Our pledge has two aspects, collect- 
ing an amount of one crore and doing this before June 30. Even 
if we fail to collect the required amount before this date but, 
continuing our efforts, succeed in doing so later, we shall have 
done our duty. We may feel shame at our failure to do the thing 
within the time-limit, but we should certainly not prove shameless 
by refusing contributions altogether or offering less after the time- 
limit has expired. I hope, therefore, that those who are still to 
give their contributions to this Fund will do so even afterwards. 
As for Gujarat, it will have no need to make any such efforts since 
it will have fulfilled its self-imposed obligation. 

So much about the Tilak Swaraj Fund. What about members 
and spinning-wheels? Only this, that before June 30 Gujarat 
should enrol not less than three lakh members and put into com- 
mission not less than one lakh spinning-wheels. Our duty, how- 
ever, is to see that Gujarat enrols every man and woman of 21 
years and over, that every home in the province has a spinning- 
wheel and that everyone, from ripe old men to mere children, is per- 
suaded to learn spinning. If we put the population of Gujarat at 
90 lakhs and count the number of homes at the rate of one for 
every five persons, we get 18 lakh homes. We should not, therefore, 
rest satisfied till we have put into commission 18 lakh spinning- 
wheels. There can be no upper limit for the enrolment of members 

1 A footnote in the source says : “After this was written, cables have 
been received advising remittance of about ^100 by the Indian Association 
of Stanger and Rs. 1,274 from Nairobi.” 
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and the spread of spinning-wheels. The more of them we have 
the greater will be our strength, the brighter the swaraj flag, the 
stronger the wind filling the sails of the swaraj ship and the faster 
the speed. From the number of members and spinning-wheels 
we reach before the end of June, we would be able to measure our 
speed, judge whether our energy has increased or decreased and 
whether our faith has become stronger or declined. Our getting 
swaraj depends on our continuing to work unremittingly on both 
these items. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 3-7-1921 


141. SPEECH AT BORIVLI MEETING 1 

June 30, 1912 

Mr. Gandhi said Thursday was the last and the greatest day and India was 
on her trial and he hoped they would not be found wanting. Time was very 
valuable and he was not going to make a long speech. They had to collect 
the one crore on that day and they should not fail in their duty. He did not 
know how he would succeed in collecting the amount, but he had the greatest 
faith in the capacity and patriotism of Indians and he felt sure in his heart of 
hearts that they would succeed in collecting the necessary amount. He did 
not know how much money was collected in Bombay for he had been to 
Ahmedabad. He did not also know how much was collected in Gujarat 
which had undertaken to collect Rs. 10 lakhs, although they had actually col- 
lected as much as Rs. 12 lakhs and they had every hope of getting Rs. 15 
lakhs. On his way from Ahmedabad some gentlemen had handed him a cheque 
for one lakh and announced the gift of a piece of very valuable land near 
Bombay. At the door of the pandal he had been given a cheque for 
Rs. 25,000. From Johannesburg he had received a remittance for Rs. 9,000 
and from the Khatri community Rs. 1,000. 

He had great hopes that the people of Bombay would give him the neces- 
sary amount, for the great burden of collecting the Fund rested on Bombay., 
When he had left Bombay, they had collected about 15 or 20 lakhs of rupees 
and he had high hopes that India, which was being tried now, would not be 
found wanting. He had only heard there that there was a large number of 
rich merchants in Borivli and he prayed to God that they would help the Fund 
in a liberal spirit. 

1 The public of Borivli presented a purse to Gandhiji on Thursday morning 
for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. There was a large gathering of men and women. 
V. J. Patel, the Ali Brothers and Sarojini Naidu were among those present. 
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In Ahmedabad and in Bombay lie had heard that the Vaishnavas had still 
great doubts about the movement and he had already written a letter 1 to them 
which he hoped they would all read. At the present time India wanted aU 
communities to unite together in one great effort to win swaraj ; that did not 
mean, however, that they should give up their different religions. As long as 
the world existed, there would always be diversity and differences of opinion 
and there would be different religions. But they should be united in their 
efforts to obtain swaraj. They would however never be able to win swaraj 
by keeping down the lower classes. To put them down, to look down upon 
them, to hate them, to abuse them, to give them no access to their wells, to 
exclude them from their villages, was certainly not Vaiskitavism . That was a 
godless religion and Vaishnavism was something quite different. Vallabhacharya 2 
had never taught his disciples to follow a religion of hate and intolerance. His 
teachings were to the effect that they should lift up the depressed classes, the 
people who were steeped in ignorance and poverty. Vallabhacharya had not told 
them to keep down their brethren. The more he thought about these matters 
the more firmly he believed that the Vaishnavas were wrong in the attitude 
they had adopted in regard to this question. 

He was telling this to them as a man of the world, as an old man, as a 
man who had much experience of these things. He knew from his South Afri- 
can experiences what it was to be a man of the depressed classes. He was 
treated as a man belonging to the depressed classes in South Africa; because he 
had to live apart from the white people in a place called the “location” 
which was really a dhsdwada (a place where the sweepers lived), where there were 
no sanitary arrangements or lights or roads or any other amenities of a civi- 
lized town. There he knew what it was to be an Antyaj and he had suffer- 
ed from those things there under which his brethren were now groaning in 
India. If they could not treat their brethren with consideration, what was the 
use of their being Indians, and what was the use of their being bom in this 
land? 

On account of the cruelties and humiliations which they had suffered at 
the hands of Englishmen, they had called their Government Satanic and they had 
decided not to co-operate with them and, were they, Indians, going to treat their 
brethren in the same manner as the whites were treating them? Was it not 
worth while to take stock of what they were doing? Was it not worth while to 
pause and consider what they were doing? He had not asked the Vaishnavas to 
take food at the hands of the depressed classes, but merely to treat them as 
their brothers. If they could all be united in their resolve, they could have 
swaraj at that very moment, but they had so many different castes. If Hindus 
thought that the Muslims were their bom enemies, and they should make it their 

1 Vide “To Vaishnavas” $-7-1921. 

2 A fifteenth-century philosopher 
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duty to hate them as such, they would never get swaraj. Indians were loath 
to abolish the bar of untouchabilitiy out of sheer fear, and he would tell 
them on the last day of June, a day of high resolve and much import, that it 
was this fear which had forced them to keep down their brethren and to lead 
a life apart from theirs. Unless their hearts were full of mercy, of pity for the 
poor, of love for their brethren, Indians would never be fit for swaraj. He had 
not much fear for the crore of rupees and he did not mind it so much, because 
anyhow they would be able to collect that amount. But what he wanted them 
to do was to love their depressed brethren. The swaraj which he wanted 
was not to be one founded on hate and fear; his was swaraj of the righteous* 
His was a dharmarajya. 

From tomorrow they would not hear him talking and begging for money. 
They would hear something quite different. They would have to give up deal- 
ing in all foreign things from the next day. Those who dealt in foreign cloth 
would have to cease doing that. Those who were trading in English cloth 
must stop doing that and he appealed to his sisters to give up the use of 
foreign clothes and to use only khaddar. If they wanted to do their duty 
to their country they should discard the foreign clothes and take to khaddar. 
If his sisters and daughters loved him and had any respect for him, he appeal- 
ed to them to give up their foreign clothes and make up their minds once and 
for all to give up all these luxuries for ever. 

In this instance he would tell them a personal incident. Only the other 
day his wife had told him that she was unable to cook his food and do the 
household work in the thick khaddar cloth she was wearing and she wanted his 
permission to wear something lighter, something thinner. While he gave full 
liberty to his wife in all things, as he had full liberty to do what he liked, he 
was naturally unwilling to tell her to do anything. But he had to tell his 
wife that, if she could not cook his food in khaddar, then she had better not 
cook at all for him, for he would not take anything cooked by her while using 
unholy foreign things. He would not touch anything which was cooked by his 
wife while wearing foreign clothes. If Indian women were not willing to make 
this much sacrifice, were not willing to have this much suffering, then they 
would have to suffer more Jallianwala Baghs. There was much more suffer- 
ing in store for them than that which they had to put up with on this last 
day of the month, to give proper heed to his words [sic] . He earnestly appealed 
to all Hindus and Muslims to give up using foreign things and to use only 
those things which were made in this country. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 1 - 7-1921 
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June 30, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi in the course of his lengthy speech asked the audience to 
allow him to speak without interruptions or cheers. He had never said that 
the Parsis did not know him thoroughly, and that they were not with him. Since 
he was a young boy he knew the Parsis, and the Parsis knew him. His best and 
most intimate friends were Parsis, and his relations with the community were of 
the most intimate kind. Dadabhai was like his father or rather, grand- 
father, and if they ever got swaraj it would be due to the efforts of Dadabhai 
and the splendid work he had done for this country. He it was who had 
taught him the lesson of swaraj when he was a young man. When he went 
to England taking with him a deputation from South Africa, he was acting and 
saying what Dadabhai Naoroji and Mehta 2 were telling him. He had never 
thought that the Parsis were against him, and he had every hope that they 
would join him in this movement. He was not at all sorry that they had 
their own doubts in their minds. It was only the Parsis who had lived among 
thirty crores of Indians for so many hundreds of years and still they had as- 
serted themselves and become prominent in the affairs of this country. He 
was not going to flatter them, and he had no such intention. He was telling 
them what he really felt in his mind. There were many communities in this 
world who had such small, numbers as the Parsis had, but they were not 
known outside their own countries, to the whole world. But what part was 
there in the whole world where the Parsi community was not known, al- 
though their number was only 80,000 ? If Bombay was beautiful, if Bombay 
was noted for its generosity, if Bombay was noted for its public spirit, it was due 
to the Parsi community. If it were not for the Parsis, Bombay would be 
like any other city in India, and the whole of India was thankful to the 
Parsis for this. If anybody had given any lead to Indians in politics it was the 
Parsis, and he would ask his Hindu and Muslim friends not to blame the Parsis 
in any way. If all the communities were united among themselves, they could 
have swaraj that very moment. He for one was proud that the Parsis came 
to this country instead of going to any other country, and he was also glad that 
they were given shelter in Gujarat, to which province they had rendered 
very valuable services. * 

1 The Parsis met at the Excelsior Theatre to present Gandhiji with a purse 
of Rs. 30,001 for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. Those present at the meeting inclu- 
ded V. J. Patel, Sarojini Naidu, Mr. and Mrs. Marmaduke Pickthall, the 
Ali Brothers and Dr. Kitchlew. 

2 Pherozeshah Mehta 
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When in South Africa the whites had besieged his house in the dead of 
night and wanted to kill him, it was Parsi Rustomji who had protected at 
the risk of his life and at the risk of his own and that of his people and stood 
by him. As long as he lived he could never forget what Mr. Rustomji had 
done for him. The Parsis were full of virtue, truth and honesty, and he was 
proud of them as a race. Even if the Parsis had not collected Rs. 30,000 and 
had only given him Rs. 5, he would still have been satisfied with them. 
Mr. Godrej had already handed him a sum of Rs. 3 lakhs and he had shown to 
the whole of India what the Parsis were capable of doing. The Parsi com- 
munity had given him liberally in many ways, and it was not a fact that by 
coming to India they had not done any service to this country. His opinion 
was that they had paid their debt fully to this country. Naturally they were 
a comfiercial people, and it was a pity that they had taken up Government ap- 
pointments lately. It was a loss to the whole of India and not to the Parsi com- 
munity alone. But the education which they had got had made them seek 
Government employment, and it was a great pity. Commerce had taught 
them to be honest and collect money and do good to other communities in this 
country, and he asked them to take stock of the present conditions and their 
future. They had fully paid their debts to the country by producing such great 
men as Dadabhai Naoroji, Pherozeshah Mehta and Jamshedji Tata. He ap- 
pealed to the Parsis to take part in the swaraj movement which was now going 
on in full swing. The Parsis were able to compete with other communities in 
every department of life. If they had done so much in this country in the 
past, why were they keeping themselves aloof from the movement now? They 
were a rich community, possessing crores of rupees, and why had not they 
given any more money to the Fund? Dadabhai had served India by leading the 
life of a political recluse for the purpose of making India free, not for Parsis 
alone, but for all communities and races. The speaker was going to speak to 
them as their friend because he was a great admirer of theirs and was very 
intimate with them for a long time. 

Continuing, the Mahatma said, if the Parsis wished it, they could easily 
accomplish anything, because they were a small, compact community of eighty 
thousand, but that was not so with the Hindus and Muslims. If they could 
remain independent even before the English came, he did not know why they 
could not be so when they got swaraj. It was the first duty of Hindus and 
Muslims to protect the smaller communities in this land. If the Hindus and 
Muslims were true to themselves, they would see that not a Parsi was 
starving before they took any morsel of food. If Hindus or Muslims wished 
to do anything else, then they were working not for a dharmarajya. He wanted 
to make India not Satanic, but he wanted to establish dharmarajya . He wanted 
to make the Parsis* fearless and drive away their doubts and he wanted them 
to devote their energies for the welfare of this country. If they could do so, 
they could get swaraj this year, and they could also right the Khilafat wrong 
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and also those of the Punjab. If they wanted to rule over the world just as the 
British were doing, then he would say that Indians were not fit for it, and he 
prayed to God never to make them fit for it. Did Indians want to make slaves 
of Negroes, or make them prisoners, or make them work for ourselves and to 
keep them as beggars? He wanted them to be free by purifying themselves 
and then rid the whole world of all its evils. 

He appealed to the Parsis to become swarajists that very moment. They 
were swarajists, but they had some doubts in their minds but he begged of 
them to become true swarajists. He asked them to consider these questions 
properly and ask themselves whether Gandhi was a fool to speak of these things. 
The swaraj that India was going to have was a dharmarajya. Indians wanted 
to establish swaraj based on truth and not on falsehood, and they wanted to 
keep clear of everything that was false. It was the Parsi religion which had 
taught him to non-co-opera te with Satan; it had taught him to keep apart 
from Satan, from all evil. He did not hate Englishmen, neither did he want 
them to be driven out of this country, but he disliked being what Lord Read- 
ing called the subjects of Englishmen. His soul trembled to consider of these 
things. They should have strength enough to resist any evil. It was not neces- 
sary for them to have revolvers or to become barristers or lawyers for the 
winning of swaraj. What was essential was the belief in self, and he regret- 
ted that the Parsis were so full of doubts. He begged of them to drive away 
all those doubts. He appealed to them to become swarajists and to unite with 
other communities in the cause of freedom. 

Mr. Gandhi then referred to the liquor shops. He said there was a great 
responsibility on the shoulders of the Parsis in Bombay. There were about 
nine hundred country liquor shops in the town and the majority of them were 
owned by the Parsis. Many Parsis had approached him and told him that they 
had already given a year’s purchase price to Government and that if their 
shops were picketed they would be ruined and they would lose all their 
money. He had considered over these things, and he felt very sorry for the 
shopkeepers. He was not sorry at all for the Parsis if they were co-operating 
with Government or if they had not given up their titles. But the liquor shops 
were a more serious matter. He was sorry that Hindus and Mohammedans were 
the only pickets. He wished his Parsi brothers and sisters would also picket. 
He wanted no force to be used because he did not wish any objectionable 
methods in [the achievement of] the holy object they had. When Parsi 
women stood in the path of Parsis going to these drink shops they would be 
ashamed to enter the shops and they would be ashamed to abuse them and 
they would not beat them. He asked the Parsis to give up drink, and to 
help their people who had to shut up their shops on account of picketing. 
He asked them to help the shopkeepers to get a refund of their [licence] fees 
from the Government and to help them in every possible way. In Ahmedabad 
a Parsi contractor had complained to him that he had been assaulted by the 
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pickets and he found this statement on investigation to be false. It was the 
volunteers on the other hand who had been assaulted, and they were now picke- 
ting with their heads bandaged and they had not raised their hands to retaliate. 

He earnestly appealed to his Parsi brothers and sisters to help the efforts 
of the other communities to stop drink. He did not think that the Parsi mill- 
ionaires who had not attended the meeting were against his movement, and he 
appealed to them to help the Parsi liquor contractors in all ways. In the 
meantime he asked them to help the cause of swaraj. He prayed to God that He 
would give the Parsi community strength to take their legitimate part in the 
struggle which was now going on for the winning of swaraj and make them 
realize what their duty was at this juncture. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 1-7-1921 


143. SPEECH TO MERCHANTS , BOMBAY 1 

June 30, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said he thankfully received the amount they gave to 
win the country’s liberty. He hoped they did not expect from him a long 
speech at the moment, as he was to attend two more meetings in the evening. 
He had only to say that, if the traders like the cotton merchants of Colaba 
realized the political situation of the country, it would not at all be difficult 
to get the Punjab and the Khilafat wrongs righted. It was his desire that 
the trading classes of the country would from now take a prominent part in 
the politics of their country. Until the trading classes began taking more 
interest in the affairs of their country, they had no hope for the success in 
their cause. But there was a happy sign of awakening in these classes now. 
And if they went on at this rate, swaraj was sure during the current year. It 
was the first duty of the trading classes to take a leading part in the political 
situation of their country. He agreed with Mr. Mathuradas who said that 
their contribution to the Swaraj Fund was not what it ought to have been. 
Because, they are annually exporting cotton worth crores of rupees to foreign 
countries and as prayaschitta for that sin they must make up the deficit in get- 
ting a crore of rupees. The crore must be complete by that night. He had full 
confidence in the Indian people who, he hoped, would not dishonour the 
Congress mandate. They could expect forty lakhs from other provinces and the 
remaining sixty lakhs would be made up by them in Bombay. He fervently 
hoped they would exert themselves to collect that amount and thereby guard 

1 This was delivered at a meeting held under the auspices of the Cotton 
Association at which cotton merchants and workers presented Gandhiji with 
a purse of Rs. 2,50,000 for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. Mathuradas Vasanji 
Khimji, President of the Association, welcomed Gandhiji. 
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the prestige of their nation. That was the last day of the vow which they took 
at Bezwada and if the sum was not procured before the day ended, the whole 
of India would have to be ashamed. At present the honour of the nation 
rested on the merchants. In money matters only they could help. A beggar 
like the speaker could not be expected to render any pecuniary help. Con- 
cluding, he prayed to God to give them strength to preserve the prestige of the 
country by securing the necessary amount. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 1 - 7-1921 


144. SPEECH AT BOMBAY MEETING 1 

June 30, 1921 

Mahatmaji said the great enthusiasm which he had noticed with the 
men and women at Bombay promised a hopeful future and he hoped they 
would be able to realize the vow which they had once taken in Calcutta and 
then again at Nagpur, He did not know till that hour what exact amount 
was collected in the country. But only a few minutes ago he had learnt that 
Kathiawar had collected more than two lakhs and in the morning he received 
a cheque for Rs. 25,000 from a gentleman. They did not expect anything 
more than Rs. 50,000 from Kathiawar. From what he had been noticing he 
was hopeful that a crore would be collected. But he wanted to be sure about 
it and therefore wanted an assurance from some of the mill-owners of Bombay 
that, in case the wanted amount was not collected, they would make up the 
deficit. He earnestly hoped he would get such an assurance. Continuing, 
he said that he would take that opportunity of speaking a few words to the 
ladies about the faith and prestige of their country. As everyone knew, 
women were the trustees of their honour and they were the producers of the 
nation. The nation could be a strong or an ideal nation only when their women 
were thoroughly religious and patriotic. At present the chastity and the religion 
of the Indian women were involved in khaddar. He therefore appealed to 
them that they should from now on abandon all foreign clothes and adorn 
themselves and their children in pure khaddar. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 2 - 7-1921 


l A meeting was held in the evening under the auspices of the Mandvi 
Ward Congress Committee at New Chinch Bunder, for raising further contri- 
butions to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 



145. FRAGMENT OF LETTER TO A WOMAN 
CONTRIBUTOR 


On the Train, 

June 30 , 1921 

The paragraph in the papers about your jewels takes away all 
the grace from 1 your gift. I had hoped that it was a silent 
act of 2 sacrifice. Let me tell you that many girls have given more 
than you have. They have not wished to advertise themselves, A 
sister gave me two days ago all her rich jewels — pearl necklaces 
and ruby bracelets and ear-rings. She gave them with such humi- 
lity and grace. Her name she does not want. She gave them for 
the sake of God. I am sorry for you. Pray forgive me for this bitter 
truth. ... 

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai’s Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai 


146. SPEECH AT BANDRA MEETING 3 

July 7, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said they had not been able to get any sleep the pre- 
vious night. They were in the theatre up till 2 a.m. They had not gone 
there to see the play, but to collect money for the Tilak Fund and when he 
saw his friend Mahomed Ali bringing in his bag a sum of Rs. 25,000 in ad- 
dition to ornaments, he was very glad that he had again gone to the theatre 
after 30 years. That was the reason why the Ali Brothers had not been able 
to come to the meeting. They were quite tired and exhausted. He himself 
would not have been able to come there had it not been for his promise to 
Mr. Patel. He agreed with Mr. Patel that they wanted to collect the amount 
in small sums from poor men, and he would have been glad if the poor of 
this land had given him the one crore of rupees by small contributions. They 
had been able to collect nearly a crore of rupees. Forty-four lakhs had been 
collected in the rest of India and the balance had been collected in this Presi- 
dency. He wanted to publish it that they had been able to collect one. crore 
of rupees and that the self-respect of this country had been kept/ By mid- 

1 The source here has “for”. 

2 The source here has “to”. 

3 Gandhiji addressed a meeting held in the morning in a suburb of North 
Bombay to present him a cheque for Rs. 15,000 for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
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night yesterday they had succeeded in collecting about 81 to 82 lakh s “of 
rupees. When they were able to collect such a large sum in so few days, 
they would be able to collect the balance very easily* He had, however, talked 
to some four or five rich men about the deficiency and they had promised 
to make good the balance. He did not want to publish it to the world that 
he had taken a guarantee because his friends told him that, if their names 
were published, it would merely be advertising them and that the people 
would not pay their contributions. He was, therefore, glad to announce to 
them that the crore would be made up. If the sum had been collected in small 
contributions, he would then say that the men of Bandra were fit for swaraj. 
He did not mind at all if the rich people of Bandra had not paid anything. 
They would be able to pay hereafter. He was not even pained when Mr. Patel 
had informed him that Bandra would be able to collect only Rs. 10,000. While 
he congratulated them on collecting the sum, he could not congratulate them 
on the total number of members of Congress they had been able to register 
and also on the number of charkhas they used. He did not so much care for 
the crore of rupees, but he did care about the crore of members for the 
Congress. When he was speaking to a friend about the money he required 
and was telling him that he would not be satisfied with one crore of rupees 
but that he required many crores of rupees, his friend told him that even the 
Victoria Memorial Fund had amounted to about Rs. 52 l a k h s and that that 
fund was gathered through the influence of officials by means of “pressure and 
persuasion”. The Tilak Fund had been collected without any pressure and 
only by means of voluntary contributions. How much greater was their effort 
then in collecting the amount? 

They had fulfilled the Bezwada programme! But now they had to collect 
the members for the Congress and they should also introduce the requisite 
number of charkhas into every house. They had six crores of families in this 
land and in every house there must be a charkha. He would not be satisfied 
with the number of charkhas alone, or the amount of yarn spun by them. He 
wanted something more than that. He wanted the sign of the charkha on 
their bodies, that was to say, they should wear khaddar. If they used khaddar, 
then it was a proof positive that they were using the charkha. They were living 
under a delusion for so many years and hence they were using foreign cloth. 
If they wanted swaraj, they must make use of khaddar only. Indians must 
use only swadeshi cloth, and they must use khaddar for every purpose in life. 
Lokamanya Tilak once told a friend of his that, even if their country was full 
of disease and malaria, they were not going to go out of India to Englnd and 
there try for swaraj. India was their motherland and however bad the climate 
might 'be, they had to remain there and they must die there. Unless they 
were able to do that they would never be happy in this land- vlf they loved 
India, if they revered Tilak, who had said that swaraj was their birthright, 
then let Indians give up the use of foreign clothes. Only the day before, a 
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Farsi lady had sent to him her foreign ornaments worth about a thousand 
rupees; he had not seen her and he did not even know her name. Why should 
Indians wear foreign-made ornaments? Were all Indian goldsmiths dead? 
So long as there were Indian goldsmiths who were not getting enough work, 
why should they wear foreign-made ornaments? He was sure that the Pars! 
sister who had given him her ornaments was now wearing khaddar, or if she had 
not done so already, would do so soon. He appealed to them to use shuddka 1 
swadeshi. He was not appealing for money, for money could be collected 
anyhow. But the first thing he would ask of them was to give up the use of 
foreign cloth. After September he was not going to speak of these things. 
After September, he was going to ask his Muslim friends to use only swadeshi 
cloth if they wanted to get the Khilafat question decided as they wished. 
Every one of them men and women must use the charkha and from today they 
must make up their minds to use only swadeshi cloth. A new epoch had 
arrived in their activities, and if they used swadeshi cloth, their strength would 

increase manifold. 

) 

The Bombay Chronicle, 2-7-1921 


147. TELEGRAM TO “NAVAJIVAN” 


Bombay, 

[July 1, 1921] 

India has succeeded in raising, by the end of June, a sum of 
approximately 80 lakhs for perpetuating the memory of the Loka- 
manya and establishing swaraj. I hope that the people will raise 
the balance of 20 lakhs without delay. Though the Bezwada 
programme cannot be considered to have been literally fulfilled, 
people’s response to the Congress appeal may be said to have 
been excellent. Bombay’s generosity on this occasion has eclipsed 
its past record. It should now join hands with the other provinces 
to raise the balafice as soon as possible. However, the main effort 
should be directed to bringing about total boycott of foreign cloth 
and completing the enrolment of one crore Congress members. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 3-7-1921 


l Pure 



148. TELEGRAM TO “ NAVAJIVAN ” 


Bombay, 
7, 152/] 

Deshbandhu Chitta Ranjan Das has wired to say that Bengal’s 
contribution to the Tilat Swaraj Fund has come to 25 lakhs. 
India has thus completed the sum of one crore as pledged. 

[From Gujarati] 

Naoajivan, 3-7-1921 


149. BOTCOTT OF FOREIGN CLOTH 1 

God is great. He sends help from unexpected quarters. It was 
but a few days ago that Mr. Das telegraphed saying Bengal had 
collected no more than three lakhs. It was no small thin g for me 
to announce that India had not given the full crore on the due 
date. I struggled with friends for getting the deficit underwritten. 
They were ready to give it to me, but they would not disclose their 
names to the world as, in their opinion, it looked like seeking 
notoriety. They thought that it was better to leave the figure where 
it was and try to collect the balance before the meeting of the All- 
India Congress Committee. I capitulated but I was sore at heart 
that God had not answered my prayer. And yet I knew Him 
to be an unfailing God. He sent Bengal to the rescue and rati- 
fied the nation’s undertaking at Bezwada. Let us be humble and 
praise Him. But we dare not tarry on the road to make merry. We 
must march forward. Each Province should at least make up its 
numerical proportion of the crore, although the total collection 
amounts now to one crore and five lakhs 2 . 

But our next inevitable step is to bring about a complete boy- 
cott of foreign cloth. On the firsf of August, we celebrate the 

1 The article originally bore the title “What We Must Do Now: Boycott 
Foreign Cloth by August 1”. 

2 This amount, according to a report in The Bombay Chronicle of 2-7-1921, 
was made up of the following contributions (in lakhs) : Bombay city 37 
Bengal 25; Gujarat and Kathiawar 15; The Punjab 5; Madras and Andhra 4; 
C. P. and Berar 3; Maharashtra (including Bombay suburbs) 3; Bihar 3; Sind 
2; U.P. 2^; Karnatak 1; Delhi 2; Ajmer and Merwara Orissa and Assam 
Burma 1J. 



316 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

anniversary of Lokamanya’s death. We can, if we make a definite 
special effort, bring about an almost complete boycott of foreign 
cloth before that date. I know it requires the consensus of an over- 
whelming majority. But it is not impossible to reach it if we would 
work with the same zeal as we have for the collections. Then and 
not till then will India have attained the power to establish swa- 
raj, I cannot conceive any better celebration of the anniversary 
of Lokamanya’s death than a complete boycott of foreign cloth. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 2-7-1921 


150. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, BOMBAY' 

Saturday , July 2, 1921 

You will not hear me speak about money any more. We have 
now to think only of what we should do next. If money comes, it is 
welcome. It would be no great sacrifice to' spend even 10 crores 
for the sake of Tilak Maharaj, let alone one crore. For swaraj, 
we may spend even as much as that, if necessary. But 10 crores 
will certainly not be required. He is no man of practical wisdom 
who spends a pie more than necessary. You should now think of 
only one thing. On August 1 comes the death anniversary of Tilak 
Maharaj; what shall we do on that day, something which will 
be worthy of the occasion? 

You should admire the mantra which Tilak Maharaj gave. 
Be captivated not by his scholarship or sweet speech, but by 
his work, the yajna which was his life and the sacrifices which 
he made. You should accomplish the task on which he had set his 
heart, for which he gave his life, for which he suffered privations. 
There can be no better memorial to him than that. It is better 
that you win swaraj, though you may not have collected a single 
pie, than that you should merely collect thousands of crores. I am 
quite confident that you will do this. But you can do nothing 
unless you think in terms of swaraj. You must give up foreign 
cloth. No one will kill you for doing so, only you will have to 
do a little persuading with yourselves. In the same way that we 
give a dose of medicine to a child, women should swallow this 
bitter draught. Do not wait for August 1, but examine your ward- 

1 The meeting was held under the joint auspices of the Bombay Com- 
mission Agents’ Association and the Lingayat Commission Agents’ Association. 
A sum of Rs. 5,001 was presented to Gandhiji as their contribution to the 
Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
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robe, your body and your head without losing a single day. Foreign 
cloth constitutes our slavery. You should throw it off, you mer- 
chants especially. If anyone offers his contribution to a fund in 
memory of Tilak Maharaj with a word of abuse for him at the 
same time, how can I accept that? If I do, Maharashtra will cer- 
tainly sever my head for doing so. If we wish to have a true 
memorial to Tilak Maharaj,' then all of us must become swadeshi. 
Unless we do that, we shall not be considered fit for swaraj. If 
you contribute money, do so only as a token of your resolve to give 
up foreign cloth. It will not be right of you to contribute any- 
thing to the Swaraj Fund, hoping to make it up from business in 
foreign cloth. 

Regard foreign cloth as no better than beef or liquor. In your 
business as commission agents, you now supply foreign cloth also. 
Take a pledge, therefore, that hereafter you will not supply such 
cloth to your clients. Gan any Hindu supply liquor to a client 
who asks for it? How can we ever trade in a commodity which 
it is not right for us to supply to our clients? In the same way, 
we cannot trade in foreign cloth. You should certainly learn to hate 
not Englishmen or the manufacturers of English cloth, but 
foreign cloth as such. How can you make money through a 
trade which enslaves our country? A Parsi brother came to me 
arguing about liquor. I told him that he must renounce trade in 
liquor even if he were to become a beggar in consequence. How can 
you earn money through something the very sight of which is re- 
pugnant to both, the Hindus and the Muslims of India? The same 
is true about foreign cloth. 

I do not understand why we may not picket foreign cloth 
shops as we picket liquor shops. Boycotting foreign cloth is, if 
anything, more important. Sisters, it is contrary to dharma for 
you to buy foreign cloth. To buy foreign cloth is to adopt an- 
other’s child, disowning one’s own. You believe that you look 
beautiful in foreign cloth. But true beauty consists in devotion to 
duty. Sita preferred to cover her body with leaves, refusing to ac- 
cept the garment sent by the proud Ravana. You too, sisters, should 
become Sitas. How can you ask for swaraj without giving up 
foreign cloth at the same time? Before August 1, you must do 
this at any rate. 

Anyone among you who has the courage to do so should 
bum his stock of foreign cloth. Those, too, who wish to give it to 
the poor should give it to me, as they do not know the really 
poor. Only I know them. If you had known them, you would not 
have taken delight in going about dressed in foreign cloth and 
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would not be indulging in pleasures. Give up your fascination 
for foreign things. Then alone will our task be done. Keep the 
promise implied in the money you have contributed. That is what 
we want now. 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 10-7-1921 


151. TO “ VAISHNA VAS” 

Many among you are my relations, many belong to the same 
community as I do and many of you are my friends from child- 
hood days. From all these I get letters. In some of them the cor- 
respondents compliment me on my views about Antyajas, in some 
others they gently remonstrate with me, thinking that I am in 
error in holding these views, in some the correspondents treat me to 
harsh words in their anger and in some they actually hold out threats 
against me. 

I regard all these things as a sign of their love for me. There 
are many others, besides me, who hold the same views about 
Antyajas as I do and do not object to contact with them, but people 
are angry with me and the reason, as I understand it, is that they 
believe that, in all other respects, I follow the restraints of dharma 
to the utmost and am otherwise a good man. They cannot recon- 
cile themselves to what they believe to be my erroneous views about 
Antyajas. They think that these views hold up our progress towards 
swaraj. Some even believe that I have gone out of my way to 
invite trouble and have, in my obstinacy, endangered the ship 
of swaraj. 

My own humble belief, against this, is that my concern for 
Antyajas is a credit to my devotion to the Vaishnava way of life, 
that it is an expression of pure compassion, and that it proves my 
scrupulous regard for the restraints of religious life. 

Some Vaishnavas believe that I am destroying vamashrama. On 
the contrary, I believe that I am trying to cleanse it of impu- 
rities and so reveal its true form. I am certainly not advocating, 
abolition of restrictions on eating and drinking in company with 
anyone and everyone or on intermarrying among co mmu nities. 
I merely say that the idea that physical contact with some person 
is a sin is itself sinful. 

The attempt to defend the practice of untouchability by citing 
the similar practice of avoiding contact with a woman during the 
period of menstruation does not convince me. A chance contact 
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with a woman during this time is not looked upon as a sin. It is 
held to be violation of a rule of hygiene and so the person takes 
a bath to be clean again. If anyone avoided contact with an Antyaj 
who had been engaged in sanitary work and had not bathed or 
otherwise cleansed himself after the work, or, in case he had 
contact with such an Antyaj, went and had a bath, I can understand 
the idea. But my conscience can never accept the idea that dharma 
requires us to keep away scrupulously from everyone bom an 
Antyaj. 

The inspiration of the Vaisknava way is compassion. I do not 
see a trace of this in our treatment of the Antyajas. Many among us 
never address an Antyaj except with a word of contempt. If an 
Antyaj is ever found sitting in the same compartment with other 
Hindus, there will be a rain of abuse on him. We offer them food 
left over on our plates, as we do to cattle. If an Antyaj has fever 
or is bitten by a serpent, our vaids and doctors will refuse to go to 
his place and treat him. If anyone should get ready to go, we would 
do everything in our power to stop him. For their residence, the 
Antyajas get the worst localities, with no amenities like light and 
public streets. They are provided with no wells for their use. 
They cannot use public wells and dharmsalas and cannot 
attend schools. We expect from them the most difficult of services 
and pay them the least. The sky above and the earth below is all 
that they have by way of shelter. Is such treatment in keeping 
with the Vaishnava way of life? Is it the way inspired by compassion, 
is it not rather the way of cruelty? The British Government, against 
which you have launched non-co-operation, does not treat us with 
such contempt. We actually cherish our Dyerism towards Antyajas 
as dharma. 

Speaking for myself, I believe that we are reaping as we sowed. 
Treating the Antyajas with contempt, we have become objects 
of the entire world’s contempt. 

The idea of untouchability is unacceptable to reason. It is 
contrary to truth and non-violence and, therefore, is certainly not 
dharma. The very idea of our being high and others low is base. 
He is no true Brahmin who lacks the quality of the Sudra: readi- 
ness for service. He alone is a Brahmin Xvho possesses the qua- 
lities of all others, the Kshatriya, the Vaisya and the Sudra and, 
in addition, has knowledge. A Sudra is not altogether devoid of 
knowledge. Readiness for service is predominant in him over his 
other qualities. The varnashrama-dharma has no room for distinc- 
tions of high and low. The Vaisknava tradition knows of Bhangis 
and Chandals who attained deliverance. How can a dharma which 
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h o lds that the entire universe is permeated by Vishnu believe that 
He is not present in the Antyaj? 

I have no desire, however, to interpret the Shastras to you. I 
do not claim to be a man of learning. Every shastri is welcome to 
have the better of me in interpreting the Shastras. I know with 
confidence that I have had some experience of what the way of 
compassion means. This way can have simply no room in it for an 
attitude of contempt for Antyajas. 

Moreover, what people will you describe as Antyajas ? Is a 
weaver an Antyaj? Are wealthy dealers in leather Antyajas? Or is it 
that gold cleanses everything? A chamar who has given up his 
traditional work, a Bhangi who has taken to driving a car or works 
in a mill, who takes a bath every day and keeps himself clean, is 
even such a person an untouchable? 

Why argue, however? So long as you believe that physical 
contact with anyone whom you regard as an untouchable is a sin, 
you may, if you wish, take a bath after such contact, but my request 
to you is that just as you do not hold in disregard a mother who 
is in her period of menstruation, but serve her instead, so should 
you serve Antyajas instead of despising them. Dig wells for them, 
build schools for them, arrange for vaids to visit them, make their 
suffering your own and so earn their heartfelt blessings. See to 
it that they have their homes in good areas. Pay them well, res- 
pect them, educate them, look upon them as your younger 
brothers and persuade them to give up drinking, beef-eating, etc. 
Reward those who do these things. If you act in this way, you will 
come to see that the idea of untouchability is [as the poet says] 
a superfluous limb. Some of you have refused to contribute to 
the Tilak Swaraj Fund simply because of my views regarding 
Antyajas. This is my appeal to you, however: contribute money for 
the reform of untouchables; you can certainly do so, even if you do 
not abandon the practice of untouchability. Actually, some Vai- 
shnavas have earmarked their contributions for this purpose. 
Moreover, though you may not like my views about Antyajas, 
you can surely give some money for the swadeshi movement, for 
famine-relief and for schools. I believe, though, that you would 
certainly not oppose improvement in the conditions of Antyajas, 
and, therefore, appeal to you that, as evidence of such regard for 
the principle of compassion, you earmark your contributions for 
activities intended for their uplift. 

[From Gujarati] 

Naoajivan, 3-7-1921 







LETTER TO N. C. KELKAR 


152. HOW TO BOYCOTT FOREIGN GOODS' 


It is needless to say at this time of day that the proposed 
boycott of foreign cloth is not a vindictive process, but is as neces- 
sary for national existence as breath is to life. The quicker there- 
fore it can be brought about the better for the country. Without 
it swaraj cannot be established or retained after establishment. It 
is of the highest importance to know how it can be brought about 
even before the first day of August next. 

To arrive at the boycott quickly it is necessary (1) for the 
mill-owners to regularize their profits and to manufacture princi- 
pally for the Indian market, (2) for importers to cease to buy 
foreign goods — a beginning has already been made by three 
principal merchants, (3) for the consumers to refuse to buy any 
foreign cloth and to buy khadi wherever possible, (4) for the consu- 
mers to wear only khadi cloth, mill-cloth being retained for the 
poor who do not know the distinction between swadeshi and 
pardeshi 2 , (5) for the consumers to use, till swaraj is established and 
khadi manufacture increased, khadi just enough for covering the 
body, (6) for the consumers to destroy pardeshi cloth as they would 
destroy intoxicating liquors on taking die vow of abstinence or to 
sell it for use abroad or to wear it out for all dirty work or during 
private hours. 

It is to be hoped that all the parties referred to in the fore- 
going clauses will respond well and simultaneously. But, in die 
end, success depends upon the persistent determination of the 
consumer. He has simply to decline to wear the badge of his 
slavery. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 4-7-1921 


1 The note, which was also published in Young Indie, 6-7-1921, appears 
to have been issued generally to the Press. 

2 Foreign-made or belonging to a foreign country 
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153. LETTER TO JV. C. KELKAR 


Bombay, 
July 4 [1921] 

DEAR MR. KELKAR, 

Of all congratulations, I appreciate yours most because I am 
in need of your whole-hearted co-operation, if you can give it out 
of conviction. I have your letter 1 about the Working Committee. 
In future, you will do as the spirit moves you. I only feel that 
we should make the Working Committee a swift, powerful and 
homogeneous body. There is room in it for differences of opinion, 
not conviction. I do believe we can achieve all we want by effi- 
ciently working the Congress constitution. But I can’t force my 
faith on India. It will come if we are destined to achieve our 
freedom this year. 

Tours sincerely, 

M. K. Gandhi 

From a photostat : G.W. 3122. Courtesy : Kashi Nath Kelkar 


154. LETTER TO K. RAJA GOPALACHARIAR 


Gamdevi, 
Bombay, 
July 5, 1921 

DEAR SIR, 

Received yours of the 28th last. I am shortly dealing with the 
matter referred to in your letter in Young India. Thank you for your 
suggestion. 

Tours truly, 

M. K. Gandhi 

Shri K. Rajagopalachariar 

Tirupati 

Madras State 

From a photostat : G.N. 5668 


1 This is not available. 



155. MOTES 

The Beginning of Responsibility 

The unexampled response given by India to the Tilak Swaraj 
Fund shows the trust she has in her non-co-operation leaders. Will 
they prove worthy of the trust? Many have given liberally, and all 
have asked, how will the funds be administered? I have un- 
hesitatingly replied that the officers of the Provincial Congress 
Committees are responsible and tried men. If we do not ac- 
count properly for every pie we receive and do not make a judi- 
cious use of the funds, we shall deserve to be blotted out of 
public life. Let us remember that the poorest people have given 
of their best. Many have given their all. Washermen, carpenters, 
blacksmiths, Christians, Jews, Parsis, Sikhs, Jains, M ussulman s and 
Hindus have paid their mite. On the 16 th of June, when the col- 
lection commenced in Bombay, the whole amount collected 
throughout India stood at thirty lakhs, if even at that. I had full 
faith that forty lakhs would be collected by the end of June by 
provinces other than Bombay. All India, therefore, subscribed 
at the rate of more than five lakhs per day during the fourteen days 
of concentrated effort. The provinces outside Bombay had sub- 
scribed up to the 30th June during the same period as Bombay, 
thirty-eight lakhs — not a bad record. How shall we retain this 
confidence? We must keep accurate accounts, which even a r.hilH 
can see and understand. The funds ought not to be used out- 
side the purpose of non-co-operation, nor generally for any purpose 
outside (1) the spread of the charkha and khadi, (2) the removal 
of untouchability, and hence, the elevation of the suppressed 
classes, (3) the conduct of national schools, where spinning and 
weaving are "a part of the training and (4) the advance of the 
liquor prohibition campaign. 

These objects necessarily include the upkeep of the national 
service. It will be through the instrumentality of that service 
that we shall be able to achieve the objects above named. And to 
achieve the objects above named is to demonstrate our fitness and 
ability for attaining swaraj. 

I would warn the different Committees against living on the 
interest of the funds. To invest the money at interest and to use 
only the interest is to betray want of faith in the nation and in 
ourselves. The nation’s trust must be our capital, and its response 
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from time to time must constitute our interest. If we claim to re- 
present the nation, we must rely upon it to finance yearly insti- 
tutions established and conducted for it. Living on interest tends 
to make us irresponsible. The hoards rotting in the name of re- 
ligion in the various parts of India have made many of these 
religious institutions a sham, where they have not become hotbeds 
of corruption. If, therefore, we would profit by our past experi- 
ence, we would spend almost the whole amount collected by us 
during the remaining six months. When I placed the financia l 
programme before the All-India Congress Committee in Bezwada, 

I did so because I knew that we had honest and able men enough 
to deal with national and provincial finance, and because we needed 
that amount for use during the year. We cannot achieve boy- 
cott of foreign cloth unless we spend liberally in buying sp inning , 
wheels, hand-spun yarn and khadi. We must conduct the swadeshi 
propaganda till the spinning-wheel has been placed on a com- 
mercial footing and has found a lasting place in every home. 
Distributed over a large area, the crore is not much to spend till 
the end of the year. I would suggest every province framing 
at the end of the month its own considered budget and spen ding not 
less nor more. I have suggested a month, for the provinces would 
hardly have made up their accounts and collected the promised 
subscriptions before then. Moreover, we must wait for the All-India 
Congress Committee to give us a definite lead for the months to 
follow. If we succeed in fulfilling the programme in an orderly 
manner, we cannot fail to establish swaraj before December, if not 
by the end of September. 

Bombay’s Decision 

The Bombay Provincial Congress Committee has come to a 
decision on the question of the management of the big collection 
made by it in a most business-like and becoming manner. I quote 
from memory the effective part of its resolution: 

Whereas the All-India Tilak Memorial Fund collections made during the 
month of June were made not to meet provincial needs merely but in 
order to fulfil the obligation incurred at Bezwada and in order to meet 
the requirements of provinces in need of help, in the opinion of the 
Committee it is desirable to entrust a special Committee with the control 
and management of the collections. Messrs Raghavji Purushottam, 
Velji Lakhamsi Napu, Revashankar Jagjivan Jhaveri, Umar Sobani, 
Jamnalal Bajaj, Ardeshar Barjorji Godrej, Shankarlal Banker and Laksh- 
midas Tairsi be appointed a Committee to control and manage the said 
funds, subject to the following conditions : 
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(1) The non-co-operation expenses of the Provincial Congress Com- 
mittee to be a first charge on the Fund. 

(2) The other provinces to be helped on the advice of the All-India 
Congress Committee in respect of the spread of the charkha and khadi, 
elevatioit of suppressed classes, national schools, famine relief and prohi- 
bition of liquor. 

It is an act of self-denial, for which the Bombay Committee 
deserves the warm congratulations of the country. The one inten- 
tion running through the resolution is . to put the administration 
of the large funds beyond suspicion and on a sound footing. 

Resigning for a Muslim Brother 
Another instance of self-effacement is also . furnished by 
Bombay. The advice of the Working Committee regarding Muslim 
representation was given after the voting-papers had been issued. 
The election results showed that only one Mussulman was elected, 
and that was Mr. Umar Sobani who could hardly be claimed 
specially to represent the Mussulman interest. He is too well 
known as a public worker to be classed purely as a Mussulman 
representative. Moreover, in Bombay it was necessary to have at 
least two Muslim members elected to the All-India Congress Com- 
mittee. Mr. Vithaldas Jerajani has . therefore vacated his seat for 
a Mussulman representative. It is instances of such brotherly and 
public spirit which make me feel that swaraj is hastening to us. 
The only danger is that of our running away from it. In my 
opinion, the incident proves the wisdom of the Working Committee’s 
advice. It came just in time to put us on our guard and honour. 
The Working Committee warns us that we may not neglect special 
and tender interests, and that wherever there is, the least suspicion 
of Mussulman coolness, it is up to the Hindus to see that they 
do not give the slightest reason for Mussulman coolness or in- 
difference or suspicion. And what applies to Hindus and Mussul- 
mans applies also to questions regarding and between the other 
races. The weaker the interest, the greater must be the regard 
of the stronger party for that interest. Then we need never have 
any racial differences. 

Is It a Breach? 

Friends have suspected me of having committed a breach of 
the Congress resolution in that I have appealed to the Moderates 
to co-operate with us in the liquor campaign and especially in 
that I have actually invited them to legislate for prohibition . 1 A 

1 Vide “To the- Moderates’ 8-6-1921. 
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friend asks, ‘Why should we seek the help of the Councils which we 
have boycotted? Does it not mean a modification of your pre- 
vious attitude? 5 I venture to say that it does not. There is all 
the diff erence between a challenge and a petition. If I had ap- 
pealed out of our helplessness, it would have been a breach of the 
Congress resolution and a modification of my own attitude. But, 
in my opinion, I strengthen our position when I invite the Mod- 
erates in gentle language to do their duty, and prove their claim 
to be popular representatives. I see nothing wrong in inviting 
the Moderates and the Government to co-operate with us in all 
we are doing. I see nothing wrong in appealing to the Mod- 
erates, or even to the Government through their authorized 
channels, to help us in the Khilafat and the Punjab matters, or 
to shut up all the liquor shops, or to dot every one of their schools 
with spinning-wheels or to recognize the force of public opinion 
and to prohibit by legislation the import of foreign cloth. For, 
if they succeed in doing these things, I would cease to think evil 
of the institution they adore or administer. In making my appeal 
I have shown them a way to partial reinstatement in public esti- 
mation, and have furnished myself and the country with a further 
effective cause, in the event of the failure of the appeal, to de- 
monstrate the wooden nature of the system. I have appealed, not 
as myself a part of the system, but as an outsider. 

Of Picketing 

The Indian Social Reformer contests the utility of picketing in 
its vigorous style. Without entering upon any examination of its 
argument, I would perhaps take up less space if I simply stated my 
view and experience. Picketing in its nature must be temporary, 
but it is like what a stimulant is in medicine. Drink is more a 
disease than a vice. I know scores of men who would gladly 
leave off drink if they could. I know some who have asked that 
the temptation might be put away from them. In spite of the 
temptation having been put away at their instance, I have known 
them to steal dri nk . I do not, therefore, think, that it was wrong 
to have removed the temptation. Diseased persons have got to 
be helped against themselves. If I have a son who is addicted, 
say, to gambling, and a gambling company imposes itself on me 
to tempt my boy, I have either violently to knock the company down 
or to post watches at its offices, in order, if possible, to shame my 
son into not going there. It is true that there are other gambling 
companies some distance from my place. Still, I take it, I would be 
held’ in' the right in having posted a watch at the company’s door. 
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I must make it difficult for my son to gamble. If the Reformer 
accepts the doctrine of State prohibition, it must accept the corol- 
lary of picketing, so long as the State is a tyranny being perpetrated 
in the face of public opinion. What, for instance, should the 
public do if the State were to build palaces in every street for 
women of ill fame, and issue to them licences to ply their trade? 
Will it not be its duty, unless it destroys these palaces inhabited by 
vice, to quarantine them and warn the public of the danger of 
falling an easy prey to the temptation forced on it? I recognize 
the necessity of using only men and women of character as pickets 
and of guarding against violence being offered to those who insist 
on drinking in the face of public opinion. Picketing is a duty a 
citizen must discharge when he is not helped by the State. What 
is a police patrol if it is not picketing against thieves ? The police 
use the gun when the thief betrays an inclination to break into 
another’s house. A picket uses the pressure of shame, i.e., love, 
when he warns a weak brother against the dangers of the drink 
evil. The Reformer has attributed to picketing claims never put 
forth on its behalf. 


Violence in Dharwar 

If the Congress Committee’s telegram to the Chronicle may be 
relied upon, there is little doubt that some unauthorized police 
officer has been panic-stricken and given the order to fire on an 
unarmed crowd. The persistent keeping open of liquor shops, as 
if it was a right of the public to have liquor served to it by the 
State, is an open and immoral defiance of public opinion. I can 
only congratulate the families of those who have died. I can 
deplore the slightest show of force that may have been betrayed 
by the crowd, but I respectfully warn the Indian ministers in 
charge of transferred departments that they will belie the tradi- 
tions of the great party to which they belong if they do not 
courageously face the grave crisis that is overtaking the country 
and summarily close every liquor shop and refund the money paid 
in advance by the poor licence-holders. They may not dread the 
loss of revenue immorally derived from the twice-cursed traffic. 
It cannot stand in the face of an awakened and enraged public 
conscience. As it is, an education supported by a revenue derived 
from ah immoral source is bad enough. Presently, it will stink 
in our nostrils when it is tainted with innocent blood. I do 
beseech the ministers to be warned before it is too late. Let it not 
be said of them that for the sake of revenue they remained cal- 
lously indifferent to the signs of the times. They dare not wait 
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for hours, much less for weeks. It will be wrong to wait 
for devising methods of tapping other sources of revenue before 
giving up the revenue from drink. It will be very like a man 
refusing to vacate 'a plague-infected house until another is ready 
for him. Most people in such circumstances will first vacate, and 
then search for another and uninfected shelter. 

A Brave Sikh 

Sardar Shardul Singh has always appeared to me to be one of 
the bravest of non-co-operators. He is a man of fine culture, 
scrupulously honourable. He has reasoned faith in non-violent 
non-co-operation. He is a staunch nationalist. He holds the Sikh 
doctrine dear as life, but loves nationalism equally well. Non- 
violence is not his final creed in everything. But it is like that 
of the Ali Brothers, his present creed for India’s salvation. He 
abides by it as honourably as the Ali Brothers, which is saying a 
great deal. But this State has no use for him except transportation 
for five years. He is too brave, too honest and therefore, too in- 
fluential for the Government of the Punjab, and, therefore, he has 
been put away. It is my conviction that his services to the 
country are all the greater for his incarceration. It is a wonderful 
manifestation of bravery and self-restraint shown all over India 
that so many gladly face imprisonment, and the people remain 
quiet and dignified without being cowed down. I hope that the 
imprisonment of Sardar Shardul Singh will spur the Sikhs and the 
other Punjabis to greater effort in behalf of non-co-operation. I 
tender my congratulations to Sardar Shardul Singh and all the 
others who are suffering for the sake of the motherland. 

The Prince’s Proposed Visit 

It is a great pity that the talk of the Prince’s visit has been 
revived and a provisional date fixed. India will refuse to welcome 
a representative of a system of which she is sick unto death. And 
if his visit is forced upon an unwilling India, there must be the 
same effective hartal on the day of His Royal Highness’s visit that 
there was on the Duke’s visit. I repeat once more that non-co- 
operators have nothing against the Prince as a man. But he 
cannot be divested of the office he holds. Whilst it is true that 
the King and his heirs do not actively meddle in the affairs of 
State (which is a convenience for the State), he is as effective a 
representative of the existing system of Government as the most 
meddlesome Prime Minister or Viceroy. I am disposed to think 
that, as a supporter of the institution, he is more effective by 
reason of his isolation. If the Prince comes, he will not come to 
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bless the non-co-operators or the cause, but to sing the song of 
praise for a Government which is responsible for the dishonour 
of the Punjab, for breach of faith with the Mussulmans, for forc- 
ing the drink traffic on India, for impoverishing her and for so 
emasculating her that she almost thinks she must remain in slavery 
for an unthinkable time. In my humble opinion, the projected 
visit will be an insult added to injury. And it will be the duty of 
every non-co-operator, respectfully but firmly and in no unmis- 
takable manner, to express his strong disapproval of ah such 
efforts to bolster up a system which is tottering to its fall. 

Young India, 6-7-1921 


156. BOMBAY THE BEAUTIFUL 

Bombay is beautiful, not for its big buildings for most of them 
hide squalid poverty and dirt, not for its wealth for most of it is 
derived from the blood of the masses, but for its world-renowned 
generosity. The Parsis set the tone, and Bombay has ever lived up 
to her reputation. Bombay’s charity has covered a multitude of 
her sins. In respect of the Tilak Swaraj Fund, Bombay has beaten 
her past records. Between the sixteenth and the thirtieth June, 
she subscribed at the rate of two lakhs and a half per day. 
She enabled India to keep her promise. And I have no doubt, 
Chittaranjan Das will allow Bombay’s claim to the honour of 
having infected Bengal and let her become the rescuer. For, if 
Bengal had not leapt from three lakhs to twenty five, in spite of 
the Herculean labours of Bombay’s choicest workers India would 
have failed to raise the crore. Bombay, then, is beautiful because 
of her charities. 

The figures are not to hand, of the number of members nor 
of the wheels at work. But the subscription was the most viable 
token of India’s resolve. 

India has honoured the late Lokamanya as she has not 
honoured any other son before. But the crore is but the founda- 
tion of the monument that we are raising to the memory of the 
deceased patriot; swaraj is the crown. No monument less than 
swaraj can revere a memory so great. 

Let us however not deceive ourselves. To be true to the 
spirit of the memorial resolution, each province and each district 
should have subscribed at least its numerical proportion. Two pice 
per head was not a contribution beyond the means of the average 
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man or woman. And I hope that every province will strive to 
make up its quota as early as possible. 

The subscription is but a milestone on the journey. The 
crore cannot give us swaraj, not the riches of the whole world 
can give it. Before we can be wholly free, we must be econo- 
mically independent. A man who is forced to starve cannot be 
expected to pray to God. A starving man will sell his soul. 

. He has’ no soul to keep. Before, therefore, India can think of 
freedom, she must feel economically independent. And this she 
cannot do so long as she is almost wholly dependent upon the 
foreign market for her cloth. One who owes his oxygen to the 
pump is a dying man. Is it any wonder that India is in a dying 
condition? If, then, we want to achieve swaraj during this year, 
we cannot do so till we have brought about by self-renunciation 
a complete boycott of foreign cloth. We must, therefore, utilize 
the money we have for manufacturing as much khadi as possible 
through handlooms from hand-spun yarn. It must be the chief 
activity in each province. We must examine the manufactures of 
our mills, and persuade the mill-owners to regulate their manu- 
" facture and their profits in accordance with the requirements of 
the nation. The mill manufactures must be reserved for the 
poorest among the poor whom we cannot reach for the moment. 

The ensuing meeting of the All-India Congress Committee must 
concentrate on this matter and formulate a programme that 
should bring about the desired boycott. 

But, after all, the burden of boycott has to be principally 
borne by Bombay, as she has borne the largest part of the finan- 
cial obligation. Bombay controls the cloth market of India. 
Bombay imports from Lancashire and Japan. Heavy, therefore, 
is the responsibility of Bombay importers of yarn and piece-goods. 
If a successful boycott is to be brought about, they must be pre- 
pared to undergo heavy sacrifices for the sake of the country. 
Mill-owners, too, have a duty to perform. They have made enor- 
mous profits. It is the easiest for them to help the boycott move- 
ment in a most effective manner. It means a revision of their 
outlook upon national life. The mill-hands, too, have a duty by 
the country. Hitherto they have interested themselves only in their 
own wages. They should now learn to appreciate public welfare. 
Lastly comes the unfortunate public, which has no say in fixing 
prices, and has to pay at the bidding of the mill-owner and the 
middleman. Surely, even apart from the question of boycott, this 
is a most unsatisfactory state of things. Famine threatens the land. 
It is high time that each one of us thought about the good of all 
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rather than individual aggrandisement irrespective of national 
welfare. Bombay the Beautiful has a golden opportunity. She 
must add to her beauty, or be prepared to lose what she has. 

Young India , 6-7-1921 


157 . AN APPEAL TO MILL-OWNERS 


July 6 . , 1921 

TO 

The Mill-owners 

GENTLEMEN, 

Perhaps you have no faith in the movement of non-co- 
operation. I know some of you consider that it cannot but end 
in violence. And if you mean thereby violence on the part of a 
Government that does not wish to abdicate power, you are right. 
Dharwar seems to be the latest instance, if its Congress Secretary’s 
report is to be relied upon. Some of you consider that the move- 
ment will harm the country whether it succeeds or fails. For the 
moment I would ask you to dismiss non-violence from your min ds. 
I would urge you to study the movement now being intensified 
for the boycott of foreign cloth. The Bengalees always tell me, 
when I go to Bengal, that the mill-owners not only did not help 
them when the anti-partition agitation was going on, 1 but that they 
played them false by forcing up prices, by over-sizing and, what is 
the worst of all, by palming off on them foreign cloth under the 
name of swadeshi. I do not know what truth there is in these 
charges. But you will agree that,' if they are true, they reflect 
no credit on the mill-owners. 

I would not have recalled these charges if I had no doubt 
about the course you would adopt during the bigger crisis that 
has come upon the country. Many friends have told me that 
the nation is not to expect anything from you. They point out the 
fact that you have not, with one or two honourable exceptions, 
paid anything for the Swaraj Fund. I have defended your ab- 
stention on the score of shyness or timidity where there has been 
no conscientious objection. I am loath to think that you will not 
help the country as commercial men when your help is most 
needed. The merchants, however, who deal in foreign cloth and 
with whom I am pleading that they should recognize the feeling 

1 This was in 1905 and later. 
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in the country and cease to deal in foreign cloth, frighten me by 
saying that the result of their response will simply mean that 
you will immediately send up the prices and fling in the face of 
the nation the law of supply and demand in support of the 
inflation of prices and thus make matters worse than they are at 
present. They tell me that they would gladly give up trading in 
foreign cloth, if only they could be assured that you will dis- ' 
regard the law of supply and demand and consider it your duty not 
to raise the prices. I was told by some of you in 1919 that, even 
if you did not raise prices, it will not be the consumer who would 
gain but that it will be the middleman who will prey upon the 
people. I consider such argument to be unworthy of the talented 
business men that you are. You are well able to control the movement 
of your manufactures till they reach the consumer. You have only 
to introduce into your business a little of the national spirit. 

I do not say you should be philanthropic, though there would 
be nothing wrong if you combined philanthropy with business. 
But I do plead for the conduct of your business on national rather 
than purely selfish lines. A man is not less business-like because 
he thinks of the nation as well as of himself and his shareholders. 

I ask you, therefore, without prejudice to your views about non- 
co-operation, to issue your assurance that neither the merchants 
nor the consumer need fear any rise in the prices of your cloth 
merely because of larger demand by reason of the proposed boy- 
cott of foreign goods. This is the least that the country has the right 
to expect of you. 

I nmain, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour faithful friend, 

M. K. Gandhi 

The Bombay Chronicle, 6-7-1921 

158. TELEGRAM TO C. RAJAGOPALACHARI AND 
S. SRINIVASA IYENGAR 1 

[On or after July 6, 1921] 

VIEW ALL INDIA COMMITTEE MEETING OTHER OBLI- 
GATIONS TWO WEEKS IMPOSSIBLE BEFORE AUGUST. 

From a photostat : S.N. 7562 

1 This was in reply to a telegram from C. Rajagopalachari and 
S. Srinivasa Iyengar from Madras on July 6, which read : “Must come here 
seem for two weeks tour after starting work Bombay.” 



159 . LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI 


Wednesday [On or after July 6, 192 1] 1 

GHI. MAHADEV, 

I got your letter yesterday. I certainly understood what you 
had said. I have not, in either instance, put a wrong construction 
or shown myself prone to do so. It is perfectly true that, when a 
statement is capable of two interpretations, the right course is to 
accept the one which is unfavourable to ourselves. The difficulty, 
in the two instances, was not this; it was what I have described 
it to be. In reading ‘twenty-five lakhs 5 there was nothing parti- 
cularly more favourable to us, for, even without this sum, one 
crore had been made up and the telegram was actually received 
after the last letter was written. It would make no difference to our 
cause whether he donated one lakh charkhas or offered them at 
a lower price/ Even now, I do not understand the sentence about 
one lakh charkhas to mean anything else. There is impatience, 
it is true, in all these efforts to decide what the sentence means; 
impatience, too, is a sign of one’s being attached and attachment 
is always a source of error. A person who is free from attachment 
finds time to reflect and puts a construction which will save the 
other party; if he is a truthful man, he will, as I have pointed out, 
correctly guess the correspondent’s meaning. 

I read what you have said about yourself. What has hap- 
pened is a distressing thing. It is plain how we come to make 
mistakes. The right atonement will be never to eat the thing 
again. But I suggest this: on every ekadashi 2 day, have only one 
seer of warm milk, 80 tolas, and nothing else. Not even fruit or 
sugar. Drink the quantity in two or three meals, not one. Conti- 
nue this for one year from the next ekadashi onwards. 

Read the writings of Shri Rajchandra and reflect over them. 

Read Tulsidasji’s Maniratnamala and reflect over it. 

Read Bhartrihaii’s 3 Vairagyashataka , and reflect over it. 


1 From the reference to “ twenty-five lakhs”, it would appear that this 
letter was written on or after the Wednesday following June 30, that is, July 
6; vide “Telegram to Navajivan ”, July 1, 1921. 

2 Eleventh day of the bright or the dark half of the lunar month. Pious 
Hindus fast on this day. 

3 A Sanskrit poet, famous for his aphorisms 
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Peruse very carefully the chapter on vairagya 1 in Toga-vasishtha 1 2 . . 

Spin daily for not less than one hour, concentrating the mind 
on the thought that this yajna may wash away uncleanliness from 
you. This, too, for a year, with exemption during travelling 
and illness. 

All other work in the morning to be attended to afterwards. 
After you have, on getting up, cleaned your teeth and answered 
the call of nature, if you feel the urge, prayers if you are in the 
Ashram and then, half an hour’s silent reading as above, followed 
by spinning for one hour. Everything else to wait. 

For the duration of the year, always go to bed before nine 
and never remain in it after four. You may change all this when 
ill. 

Though prescribing this atonement, I neither magnify your 
lapse nor minimize it. You may drop from this any item you 
feel like dropping. Do not drop spinning out of a feeling of 
shame. Do -not let any such feeling or the thought of public service 
hold you back from going to bed at 9. And do not let The In- 
dependent stand in your way. It is not necessary that one writing 
for a daily should keep late hours. In any case, the lines along 
which we propose to run it requires you to do no such thing. 

Remember that the hour and a half outlined above is to be a 
time of silence. Devdas started reading your letter quite innocent- 
ly not knowing what it might contain, and then I did not think 
it proper to stop him. 

The reasons you have given against your coming are quite 
sound and you need not, therefore, come. If Panditji sends for you 
or Joseph asks you to go and you come over, that would be a 
different story. I do not mind your not coming, though I would 
have been happy if you had come. 

Though I have seen your error, please do not feel that my 
love for you is any the less on that account. If I were perfect, 
there would be no room for any deficiency in me. Being myself an 
imperfect man yearning for liberation, I would be only increasing 
my imperfection if I magnify others’ lapses. 

I have suggested that you daily remind yourself [of your 
lapse] but the feeling of dejection must not remain. Sincere repen- 
tance is incompatible with dejection. Sin makes a long face. 
Memory of uncleanliness may induce humility in us but never 
dejection. 


1 Renunciation 

2 A Sanskrit treatise on Vedanta, with many stories 
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“Keeping an even mind in happiness and suffering” 1 applies 
to this situation too- 

Blessings from , 

Bapu 

From a photostat of the Gujarati : S.N. 11429 


160. OPEN LETTER TO CLOTH MERCHANTS 

July 7, 1921 

GENTLEMEN, 

Yesterday I invited the mill-owners to help the foreign cloth 
boycott movement. They may or may not help. I shall hope that 
they will. But you cannot possibly keep yourselves from it, because 
the majority of you are even convinced non-co-operators. You 
have made possible the fulfilment of the Bezwada promise regard- 
ing the Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund. But you will say that whilst 
payment was a small matter to you, your trade is a matter of life 
and death. It is just this hallucination that is keeping swaraj 
away from us. If your trade is a matter of life and death to you, 
is the country’s good less so? Swaraj means that you and I put our 
country’s trade before ours. The appeal to you to refrain from 
importing foreign cloth is in other words an appeal to subordi- 
nate your individual gain to the country’s. 

For every yard you import from England or Japan or Ame- 
rica, you take away from the mouth of a fellow countryman at 
least three annas without giving him anything in return. Let me 
explain, India has enough labour lying idle in her villages. For- 
merly this was utilized for manufacturing yarn and cloth. Foreign 
imports made them compulsorily idle. And for these long years 
the vast majority have found no other occupation. Hence, every 
drought sends a shiver through every pitying heart in India. 
It need not be so. A drought is not an unusual Indian phenomenon. 
We feel its deadly effects, because we are living on the mar- 
gin of starvation. By prolonged idleness we have lost the power 
of sustenance. Do not imagine that these cottagers can all flock 
to our dozen cities where labour is scarce and find a living. They 
are burdened with land which they dare not leave even if they 
would. And not all the cities of India can hold her millions. No- 
thing but the restoration of hand-spinning and hand-weaving 


1 A reference to the Bhagavad Gita 3 ii, 38 
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can possibly bring back lustre to the Indian eye. And I would be 
false to you and to India if I do not tell you that the merchants 
more than the mill-owners are responsible for India’s deep and 
distressing poverty. The mill-owners aggravate it, no doubt, when 
they charge heavy prices. But you are so responsible that, if you stop 
the importation of foreign cloth, you can revive the ancient and 
honourable dharma (duty) of hand-spinning and give an impetus 
to the industry of hand-weaving. 

Why, after all, should the abandonment of a trade that 
harms India be a matter of life and death to many of you? 
Surely you are resourceful enough to find some other trade bene- 
ficial alike to you and the country. The stopping of imports means 
a saving of sixty crores per year. But it means operation on a 
much larger capital. It means that all the processes on cotton will 
be gone through in India. That means business for you. It means 
a healthy circulation of money as today it is a progressively ex- 
hausting drain of money from our dear country. I ask you to 
disengage your great talents from an unhealthy channel and 
direct them into the healthy channels that open out to you. You 
must organize hand-spinning and hand-weaving. Then, you will 
not be satisfied with coarse khadi as I am. You will insist on 
your spinners spinning the finest counts and weavers weaving the 
world-famed Dacca muslin. You will sink fortunes in it whereas 
I have only paid our sisters the few thousands you have given 
me as a charity. For you to leave the unholy trade in foreign 
cloth is to organize the production and distribution of home- 
spun. It is an enterprise worthy of your patriotism. You whisper 
to me that such organization may take a few years. You have 
not built up your present trade in a moment. If you are satisfied 
that it is a trade that has impoverished and enslaved India, you will 
not stop to think of the consequences of its destruction. You will 
let it go at any cost. 

And what is the cost? Not much. You have to stop all further 
orders for foreign cloth or yarn. That costs nothing. You have 
a stock of foreign cloth to get rid of. The world’s market is 
open to you for its disposal. There are many uses to which the 
Indian specialities can be put in, say, Mauritius, South Africa or 
East Africa. You will but let me think out for you the best 
method of disposing of the stock of foreign cloth and yam 
you have. 

Some of you have developed an anxiety for the requirements 
of the consumer. He will accommodate himself to the shortage, 
fed none the worse for it and will be better able to appreciate 
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next year the plenty of beautiful khadi of every variety of width 
and thinness, 

I ask you not to put an undue strain upon the consumer. It is 
not right for you to put temptations in his or her way in the shape 
of flimsy Japanese dhotis or saris or starchy calico. I urge you 
rather to cultivate in the consumer the taste to see art in khadi. 
Evenness, even softness, is not necessarily an art. The most exquisite- 
ly made rose flower from silks has no art in it. For it has no life. 
But the real flower from the garden with most petals gone is any 
day infinitely superior to the finished artificial product in a dressed 
window. The former is instinct with life. Would that the mer- 
chants of India, ceasing to be mercenary, will study the ancient 
art and make it their business to revive it. There is money in it 
for you and the country. The greatest art to be revived is swaraj. 
There is no swaraj without swadeshi. And swadeshi means for 
India a permanent boycott of foreign cloth. I invite you to lead 
the way. For you have the ability. May God grant you the 
strength and wisdom to lead! 

I am. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour faithful friend , 

M. K. Gandhi 

The Bombay Chronicle , 7-7-1921 


161. TELEGRAM TO GULAM MAHBUB 1 

{July 7, 1921? 

Gulam Mahbxjb 
Moga 

NO BAIL. NO COUNSEL. SEND PARTICULARS. 

Gandhi 

From a photostat: S.N. 7564 


, 1 This was sent in reply to a telegram from Gulam Mahbub which read: 
“We seven Congress workers sued by private persons at the instigation of 
bureaucracy and its toadies under 107. Case appears private. Advise as to 
bail for appearance and defence/* 

2 Date of the Bombay postal cancellation stamp 

XX— 22 



162. LETTER TO J. B. PETIT 

[After July 7, 192 1] 1 

DEAR MR. PETIT, 

Will you please let me have Rs. 500 on account of the two thou- , 
sand voted by the Association. I have called for the sum for 
Mr. Banarsidas who is working under Mr. Andrews and who 
has used up Rs. 500 which I told you were placed in my hands by 
a Calcutta friend for the purpose. This is of course strictly in con- 
nection with the Fiji-returned immigrants who are being looked 
after by Mr. B under Mr. A’s supervision. 

Yours, 

From a draft in pencil : S.N. 7565 


163. LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL 


Bombay, 
July 5, 1921 

BHAISHRI VALLABHBHAI, 

I reach Ahmedabad on Monday and leave it the same day. 
Please have a look at my letter to Bhai Indulal 2 as regards the 
action which the Committee should take. I hope it will decide to 
non-co-operate. Total boycott of legislatures is our only help. 

Please inform Bhai Mavalankar 3 and others. 

Vandemataram from 
Mohandas 

[From Gujarati] 

Bapuna Patro —Sardar Vallabhbhaine 

1 This draft, presumably dictated by Gandhiji, is written on the back 
of Banarsidas’s letter dated July 7 from Bolpur, asking for Rs. 500/-. The sum 
was given to Gandhiji by a Marwari gentleman in December 1920, when the 
former went to Nagpur from Calcutta. Gandhiji had handed over the sum 
to Amritlal Thakkar and Banarsidas. 

2 Indulal Yagnik, Secretary, Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee 

3 Ganesh Vasudev Mavalankar (1888-1956); lawyer, parliamentarian and 
Congress leader of Ahmedabad ; elected Speaker, Bombay Legislative Assembly, 
in 1937 and Central Legislative Assembly in 1946; Speaker of Lok Sabha 
until his death 



164. TELEGRAM TO MOTILAL NEHRU 


Bombay, 

[On or after July 8, 1921 ]* 

Motilal Nehru 

PRESIDENT INSISTS COMMITTEE DATE AFTER TWENTY- 
FOURTH VIEW ORGANIZING BOYCOTT. SUGGEST MEET- 
ING BOMBAY TWENTY-EIGHTH. WIRE APPROVAL. 

Gandhi 

From a photostat : S.N. 7567 


165. LETTER TO KUNVARJI MEHTA 

Saturday £ July 9 y 1921] 

BHAISHRI KUNVARJI, 

I could read your letter only just now. Please congratulate 
Bhai Makanji and the people of Varad on my behalf. The former 
showed real courage. It does not matter if, on the first impulse, 
he asked the man to leave. I count it as a great thing that later 
he checked his anger and behaved with forbearance and that 
the residents of the village also remained peaceful. 1 2 

Vandemataram from 

Mohandas 

From the Gujarati original : G.N. 2671 


1 This telegram was sent after Gandhiji had received the following telegram 
from G. Vijayaraghavachariar from Kodaikanal on July 8: “Willingly but fix 
date after Sunday 24th permit warmest grateful congratulations on phenomenal 
success swarajya fund wire date. 59 

2 For the incident referred to, vide “My Notes’ 5 , 17-7-1921* 



166 . AUSPICIOUS HOUR 


As the man who wishes to climb to the top of the Girnar 1 has 
not succeeded in his aim when he has reached as far as the track 
leading up, so we shall not reach our goal of swaraj if we pause 
and rest on any step in the ladder taking us up. We shall have 
to keep climbing without pausing for rest. It is certainly a ma tter 
for satisfaction that we have succeeded in collecting the money. 
That has given us some confidence. We have had some evidence of 
how many are with us and who they are, and have now the 
resources to spend on the tasks which need our attention. The only 
programme, however, which will give us a distant vision of swaraj 
is swadeshi. Spending thousands of rupees will not enable us to 
enter the temple of swaraj. Swadeshi is the one condition we 
must fulfil for being able to do so. The watchman at the temple- 
gate will not ask us how much money we have; he will look at 
us to see whether we are dressed in khadi and examine us to 
know whether we smell of liquor. The man who follows the rule 
of swadeshi will himself feel that he is a free man. Anyone who 
does not feel so will not be free simply by reason of another per- 
son declaring him to be so. Every person should have the feeling 
of freedom in himself, and this will never come to one who has not 
renounced the use of foreign cloth. 

Japanese saris, French satin and Manchester muslins are but 
so many forms of addiction. A person in the grip of these addic- 
tions will never think of freedom, since by his dress he has' become 
a foreigner who looks upon everything foreign as good, how can we 
expect such a man to have the spirit of swadeshi in him? What 
does such a one know of self-rule? In what sense can a person 
who does not like India’s climate, Indian ways of dressing and 
Indian dishes look upon the country as his ? The crores of us have 
not yet come to dislike India’s climate and are happy enough with 
its wheat and millet roti , made with hand, but the cloth it offers 
fails to please us! Foreign cloth has cast a spell over us. Till we 
are free from that spell the country will remain enslaved, let 
there be no doubt about it. 

Foreign cloth, even if anyone offered it free to us, can be of 
no benefit to us, in fact it will only harm us; for a man living 


1 Mountain in Saurashtra ■ 
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on gifts becomes a beggar and a beggar is always a slave; he 
has sold his soul. 

To be able to enter the temple of swaraj, what we need is swa- 
deshi. Swadeshi means boycott of foreign cloth. The country has 
recognized the power of the spinning-wheel. There is not a single 
province which is a stranger to it. Khadi is being woven in every 
province on some scale. People have mastered this art. 

However, the spell which foreign cloth has cast over us must 
break. Until it has broken, the use of the spinning-wheel will not 
be assured. So long as the country has not recognized the magic 
power of the spinning-wheel, it will have no strength in its arms 
and will acquire no confidence in itself. The auspicious hour when 
we should start such boycott has arrived. 

I shall be put to shame if by October 1 we have not won 
swaraj and my faith in India will be proved to have been mis- 
placed. If we do not get it by December, India will have failed 
in her pledge, she will have lost face in the eyes of the world and 
the delegates who attended [the Congress] at Nagpur will be proved 
to have been no worthy delegates. 

We cannot get swaraj unless we boycott foreign cloth. Through 
such boycott we clean our bodies and, till we have cleaned our- 
selves so, we are not fit to chant the swaraj mantra. 

If, therefore, we wish to enter the temple of swaraj this year, 
there should be no more delay in completing boycott [of foreign 
cloth], since, by adopting swadeshi, we shall come into possession 
of an unrivalled source of strength. If those who have usurped 
the temple fail to understand our strength even then and refuse to 
give up possession, we shall have no choice but to give them a 
fight. Some time, is bound to elapse in this. I am confident, however, 
that we shall not need to fight if we carry out complete boycott 
of foreign cloth, that we shall get possession of what is ours. 

Nonetheless, we should allow for some time for the struggle. If, 
therefore, we want to have swaraj in October, we should complete 
the boycott by August 31. We shall know on August 1 whether 
we shall succeed in doing so. The death anniversary of Tilak 
Maharaj falls on that day. We may celebrate the day with zest if 
we have completed our task by that time but, if we have failed 
to do our duty, we should in our shame stay indoors. As it was 
during the last days of June that we worked best, so we can strive 
hard during the remaining days of this month and complete the 
boycott of foreign cloth. Everyone who describes himself as a 
non-co-operator must wear khadi and nothing else, and should 
make do with the fewest clothes. This is a period of transition, a 
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difficult period. Seeing that immediate boycott is bound to reduce 
our stock of cloth and result in shortage of cloth in the country, 
we should carry on with fewer clothes. Moreover, everyone may 
not be in a position to buy new clothes and so we have no choice 
but to make do with fewer clothes. 

We may either make a bonfire of foreign cloth in stock with 
us, or give it away to be sent to other countries or wear such 
garments when visiting the lavatory. Should we be poor, we may 
use such cloth but, seeing that it is a symbol of our slavery, only if 
we can afford no other course. 

To malrp things easy for the poor, we should maintain depots 
for receiv ing foreign cloth in exchange for khadi. We should in this 
way think out a number of plans and, in so far, at any rate, as 
our own dress is concerned, we should totally discard the use of 
foreign cloth before August 1. All of us should resolve to buy no 
more foreign doth and to spin a fixed quantity of yam daily in our 
homes. 

This will not be enough, however. We should visit every cloth 
shop. We should entreat dealers in foreign cloth to stop import- 
ing such doth and try to see that they dispose of their existing 
stocks by sending them to other countries. 

As the consumers and the merchants have their duties, so have 
the mill-owners theirs. We should appeal to them not to put up the 
prices of cloth in consequence of the boycott. Even as it is, they 
charge such high prices that there is room for some reduction. 
If, now, they seek to exploit the people’s need and put up the 
prices, they will themselves be acting as foreigners and' as ene- 
mies of the country. I think they will not go to that length. 

We look upon this movement for swaraj as one of self- 
purification. We are being tested more and more as we climb 
higher. If everyone of us has the spirit of patriotism and desires 
to keep it undefiled as he would his own home, I believe it would 
be the easiest thing to win swaraj during this year. As the coun- 
try demonstrated one miracle on June 30, we have full reason 
to hope that it will perform the other miracle of boycott too. May 
God preserve our honour! 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan t 10-7-1921 



167. FIVE GREAT “TAJNAS” 


There can be many ways of interpreting yajna. For the Hindu 
householder, five yajnas are considered essential: the oven, the 
pestle, the quern, the pitcher and the spinning-wheel. The fewer 
there are of these the less substantial the household. A glance at 
them, however, will show that the important sacrifices are the 
first and the last and the middle three are their offshoots. The 
quern, the pitcher and the pestle presuppose the oven. The oven 
would not work at its best in the absence of the quern or the pestle 
in a home, but still it can pull on. But stop the spinning-wheel 
and you are without a principal organ. You have paralysis. A 
man who does no yajna for his food and clothing has no right to 
either. There should be a custom that he who does not work at 
his stove must go without food, and he who does not ply his 
spinning-wheel must go naked. We have discarded the spinning- 
wheel without discarding clothes. He is a thief who wears clothes 
without doing any spinning, in the same way that he who con- 
sumes food without working for it is a thief. Yajna means an 
offering, a sacrifice of the self, which is what physical labour is. 
They who work at the oven and the wheel are engaged in an in- 
telligent sacrifice. Even those who are not engaged in such bene- 
ficial physical effort have to take some exercise to digest their food. 

It will perhaps be clear now what a sin we have committed 
in giving up the spinning-wheel. India was a happy country, healthy 
and bright, when in the past millions of its women used to en- 
gage themselves in this light but beneficial labour. Today, by 
giving it up, the country has become miserable, diseased and list- 
less. 

The oven, the spinning-wheel, etc., are each of them a veri- 
table grace of the home. If millions of Indian homes are in ruins 
today, it is because we gave up the spinning-wheel. Let no one 
suppose that this is an exaggeration. It is possible the reader’s 
own home is not in that condition. But then a shortage of water 
does not mean that no one can get any water. It means every- 
one has less than before, many have very little, while some have 
none at all. Similarly, many families may be able to carry on 
without the spinning-wheel, but some at least have been com- 
pletely ruined. Look at Orissa and Ghamparan. A number of vil- 
lages there are ruined. What else would happen to a country 
whose people, : 150 years ago, had some work or other all the year 
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round, but 80 per cent of whom today are unemployed for four 
months in the year? 

Work alone is real wealth, metal is a mere token for it. 
When 80 per cent of a people are unemployed for four months, 
t he ir earning capacity is reduced by one-third. Despite the capa- 
city and willing ness to earn Rs. 3, Indians have for years been 
working to earn no more than Rs. 2. They cannot find work for 
more than that. How could such a country help being poor? The 
only remedy for such a state of affairs is a vow to wear khadi 
maH e from yam spun with our own hands. Then we shall take 
to the spinning-wheel, willy-nilly, and realize finally that we 
had made a mistake in giving it up. But, in the meantime we 
ought to undertake a determined effort to popularize it. We 
shall never be eager to introduce the spinning-wheel, nor, after 
introducing it, shall we be keen to ply it, so long as we continue to be 
as fond of foreign cloth as we are. A vow to discard foreign cloth 
will compel us to use the spinning-wheel. Thus the spinnmg- 
wheel and boycott of foreign cloth are closely inter-related. We 
hardly care for a thing that is not a necessity. It is, therefore, our 
sacred duty to see that the spinning-wheel becomes a necessity. 
There is no other way of eradicating India’s poverty. For the mis- 
take of giving up so invaluable a thing, there can be no adequate 
atonement. A small sacrifice may be enough if we make it on 
our own. If we are to do things under compulsion, who can say 
what they will be? 

[From Gujarati] 

Navqjivan, 10-7-1921 


168. MT NOTES 

The following amounts have been received from South 
Africa for the Swaraj Fund: 


[Rupees] 

Patidar Mandal, J. B. 8,275 

Kathiawad Arya Mandal, Natal 2,500 

Tongaat— V erulam 1 ,000 

Tailors’ Association, Jeda 1,445 

Tailors’ Association, Durban 530 

Patidar Union, Durban 1,001 

Through Omar Sheth 5,425 

Vcrulam Temple 1,658£ 

Darji Harsukharai Mandal 770 
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For South Africa, this is not a small amount. Other Indians 
residing abroad should follow the example of our South African 
brethren. 

, “You Want to Win over People to Your Side” 

A gentleman writes to say that I have some motive in my 
letter to the Vaisknavas, in describing their anger as prompted by 
their love. He says that I wish to win over my opponents by 
putting things in this nice way. 

There is only a half-truth in what the correspondent says. Of 
course I wish to win over my opponents, but not by saying some- 
thing in which I do not believe. This friend writes: “If anger is 
a sign of love, then General Dyer also can be said to have 
committed the massacre at Jallianwala Bagh out of love.” To 
me, at any rate, this argument seems to proceed from sheer igno- 
rance. A father is often angry with his son because he loves him, 
but General Dyer’s anger was entirely the result of hatred. It is 
clear enough why I take the anger of the Vaisknavas as a sign of 
love. They have nothing against me personally. They approve 
of my other actions. On the question of untouchability, how- 
ever, they think I am in the wrong and are angry with me for 
what they take to be my error. They do not write to others who 
violate established practices, or express indignation over their 
conduct. We can cite numerous other instances to prove this. I 
request my correspondent to think again. 

I Am Rebuked 

A friend writes from Manavadar: 

You say that once justice is done in the Punjab and with regard to the 
Khilafat, you would hand over the work of the struggle for swaraj to 
others and retire. 

He says that I should do no such thing. And he is right. Only, he 
did not quite understand what I meant. I implied in that 
statement that justice in these two is the key to swaraj. Once we 
get that justice, it should not be difficult for anyone to win swaraj. 
I believe that if we get success in achieving these two objectives, 
we shall have developed all the strength we need. Otherwise, there 
is no question of giving up the struggle for swaraj which has 
started. 


SuNDERLALJl’s LETTER 

Everybody knows that Sunderlalji was arrested in Jabalpur 
and that he was sentenced to rigorous imprisonment. He wrote 
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a letter to me before going to jail, from which I quote the 
following as being likely to be of interest to readers. 1 
[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 10-7-1921 

169. SPEECH AT MEETING OF CHEMISTS AND 
DRUGGISTS, BOMBAT 


July 10, 1921 

I have been drawn here by the hope that many of you 
will take the pledge of boycotting foreign cloth. I have 
given reasons why this should be done. Whether or not mill- 
owners or foreign cloth dealers help us, the people of India 
can boycott foreign cloth if they so decide. Boycotting foreign 
cloth means that the country should stop using cloth imported 
from foreign countries. Your merely taking a pledge not to use 
foreign cloth hereafter will not satisfy me. We ought not to use 
even the foreign cloth which is already with us. I have considered 
three courses of which we may adopt any one for this purpose. The 
best thing is to bum whatever foreign cloth we have. Concerning 
this, many people ask me why we should not give this cloth to the 
large number of poor people in our country who wander about 
hungry and naked. They say that burning the cloth will be an act 
of hatred. My reply is that people’s hatred will be intensified only 
if I am actuated by hatred in asking them to burn foreign cloth. 
If, however, we realize that we have committed a grave error in 
taking to the use of foreign cloth, then our deliverance from slavery 
lies in burning it. 

The second course is to send such cloth to other countries. 
In our own country, we cannot give it in charity even to the 
poorest of the poor or the most wretched. I place liquor and 
foreign cloth in the same category. I know that you find it diffi- 
cult to cultivate dislike of foreign cloth. I have been holding these 
views for a very long time and so I do not find the thing difficult, 
whereas you are called upon to change your ideas in a very short 
time. If it is your view that foreign cloth should be disposed of only 
by sending it to other countries, you should send the entire stock 
to me. It will be disposed of as desired by you. If you believe that 
boycott of foreign cloth will not increase hatred but will strengthen 

1 Not reproduced here. For the text, vide “Notes”, 13-7-1921. 
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our spirit, that it will strengthen India’s determination, then I 
should certainly like a bonfire of such cloth. 

Arrangements are being made to give khadi in exchange for 
foreign cloth to those who are too poor to buy swadeshi cloth. We 
have at present two varieties of swadeshi cloth, min cloth and 
hand-spun khadi. For us the only cloth is khadi, mill cloth should 
be reserved for the poor. Some persons, being slaves to pleasure 
and comfort, do not like to wear khadi; they feel an aversion to 
it. But till you are able to make this sacrifice, it will be impossible 
to end our slavery. If you cannot bring yourself to wear khadi, use 
mill cloth. If at all you take a pledge, it must be to wear khadi 
exclusively. There is khadi worth Rs. 10,000 in the Khadi Bhandar 
at Kalbadevi and it is selling. I discussed the matter with Shri 
Narandas Purushottam today and, in a few days, khadi worth not 
less them Rs. 50,000 will arrive. 

Do not use more khadi than necessary. The country is not in 
a position to supply as much as people may want. Khadi should, 
be used as economically as ghee and gold. We should indulge in 
no ostentation so long as we do not have swaraj. The men should 
have two long shirts and a dhoti each and the women, too, should 
make do with a few clothes. A friend has said that we should be 
ready even for hanging, but you will not have to mount the gallows. 
If the country gets ready for this, we should have swaraj right today. 
When such a time comes, though, I shall not need to tell you to 
boycott foreign cloth. At present there is no strength left in us. 
Some sisters complain that they find it difficult to part with 
Japanese saris and French silks and to start wearing khadi. But 
doing this is the test of whether or not we have acquired real 
strength. Some say that you have given money only for my sake 
and that the people have not made genuine sacrifices. This too you 
can disprove by giving up foreign cloth. 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 17-7-1921 



170. TELEGRAM TO C. VI J A TARAGHA VACHARIAR 

[On or after July 10, 1921] 1 

NOTICE MEETING TWENTY-EIGHTH BOMBAY BEING SENT. 
From a photostat : S.N. 7568 


171. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL 

Monday, July 11, 1921 

CHI. MANI, 

I got your letter. The object of burning foreign cloth is to 
create greater aversion to it. The idea, too, that such cloth had 
better be given away to the poor is born of ignorance. What 
difference does it make whether 'or not the poor get cloth worth 
a few lakhs of rupees? We have done the country great harm by 
importing such cloth for so many years. I do not think it will do 
any good now to give it away to the poor. There is some point 
in sending it to foreign countries. I am, however, asking everyone 
for his view. We shall adopt the course which appeals to all. You 
may ask again if you have still any doubt left. 

Dahyabhai’s monkey-army 2 * seems to be doing excellent 
work. They should, however, bear one thing in mind. They 
should appeal to people courteously, never ridicule or . . , J anyone. 
Drink addicts are to be pitied. 

Kaka Saheb 4 is a fine teacher, there is no doubt about it. I 
am glad that all of you like him. 

I have had many meetings with uncle Vithalbhai. He got a 
fine resolution passed in his District Board. Visitors tell me that 
uncle still has no faith in the spinning-wheel and that he even ex- 
presses his disapproval in small gatherings. I will, even so, discuss 

1 Vijayaraghavachariar had wired from Kodaikanal on July 10: “Dharwar 
implores Kelkar supports wire urgently Bombay or Dharwar imperative 
with date.” 

2 Schoolboys 'who served as pickets. The reference is to the army of 
monkeys in the Ramayana. 

* "^ ie source indicates that the text, as printed, is doubtful at this point. 

Dattatreya Balkrishna Kalelkar (b. 1885), popularly known as Kaka 
Saheb; colleague of Gandhiji since 1915 
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the matter again with him when I meet him. The impression left 
on my mind by our last meeting was that his doubts about the 
wheel had been more or less resolved. 

Blessings from 
Bapu 

Manebehn 

G/o Shri Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 
Bhadra, Ahmedabad 

✓ 

[From Gujarati] 

Bapuna Patro — Manibehn Patelne 


172. LETTER TO DEVCHAND PAREKH 

Gamdevi, Bombay, 
July 11, 1921 

BHAISHRl DEVCHANDBHAI, 

I got your letters. To be sure, Kathiawad has more than 
fulfilled our expectations. I should like you now to devote your- 
selves to the production of khadi. 

I shall certainly not start civil disobedience all at once. Your 
arithmetic is not correct. We shall have six crore spinning-wheels 
plying without any effort on our part. We have not had to spend 
much in introducing 20 lakhs. It could not have been other- 
wise for, after we have spent a little, people spontaneously take up 
anything which is useful to them. The work of enrolling more 
members is also going on. 


From the Gujarati: G.N. 5717 


Vandemataram from 
Mohandas Gandhi 



173. SPEECH AT MEETING OF LIQUOR CONTRACTORS , 

BOMBAY 1 


July 12, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said, since he had returned to Bombay, he had realized 
the position of liquor contractors and he had been thinking what he should 
advise the Provincial Congress Committee and also the liquor merchants. He had 
been thinking deeply over these things and he felt much for the liquor merchants 
who were earning their livelihood by means of selling liquor to the people. 
Mr. B. F. Bharucha had supplied him with facts and figures in this regard 
and many Parsi brethren had also written to him both anonymously and in 
their own names; he knew from all these what the actual position in the city 
was with regard to this trade. He wished to tell them that, even if there were 
only a dozen or so bad men among the small Parsi community of 80,000, they 
would hurt it while, even if there were five or seven lakhs among the Hindus 
and Muslims they would not be so glaringly prominent. That was always the 
case in this world. So, while the few Parsi liquor shop-keepers had come into 
notoriety, others were forgotten; the example of the Parsi liquor-dealers was 
very prominently before the country. At the Excelsior Theatre he had told 
his Parsi friends that they would be able to set an example to the whole country 
by their noble conduct. Therefore, he was deeply sorry that so many people 
among the Parsis were earning their livelihood by selling liquor to the public 
and he thought it was a great discredit to them. He was also sorry that so 
many widows had to maintain themselves by selling liquor. In his opinion it 
was better for these women to break stones or even beg their food than to 
sell liquor to the people. 

If he had the means of a Petit or a Tata, he would have fallen at the 
feet of these Parsi widows and begged of them to give up this trade and take 
as much money as they liked. He would have been too glad to look after 
them. If he had any money at his disposal the first use he would make of 
it would be to offer it to his Parsi sisters and brothers and ask them to give 
up this liquor trade. Some of his Parsi friends had told him that they could 
not give up their daily glass of liquor; some had told him that the Parsi 
religion prohibited drinking, while others had told him that the Parsi religion 
permitted them to drink liquor. His heart, however, was full of sorrow for 
his Parsi sisters whether their religion permitted drinking or not. If the 
poison of liquor-selling continued long, it was enough to destroy a small 
community like theirs. 

1 Under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, Gandhiji addressed the 
liquor traders of Bombay at the Marwari Vidyalaya Hall on Tuesday morning. 
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His Parsi friends must have heard of Shri Krishna and His prophecy in 
regard to the Yadavas, who numbered lakhs and even more. Shri Krishna had 
told them that if they drank and committed adultery, the whole tribe would 
disappear for ever from the face of the earth. And what was there left now 
of the powerful Yadavas? Was not adultery a handy companion of drink? 
He knew from his experience in South Africa what sort of people these liquor 
sellers and buyers were. Those who sold liquor had to descend to the level 
of the drunkards and then be on the same level of mentality. He had much 
experience of these things and he was only telling them what he had actually 
seen all over the country. He was also of opinion that those who sold liquor 
could not be honest. He was not only addressing his Parsi brethren, but also 
Bkandaris who had written to him that they were ruined and that they would 
give up the trade gradually in about 20 or 25 years. Was it possible for this 
country to wait till then? What did it avail to the country for a thief or an 
adulterer to say that he would give up his vice in a few days? If the Parsis 
did not give up this traffic at once, they would injure their community and their 
country. They must not take into consideration the apparent prosperity which 
they had gained by following the liquor trade. He would appeal to his Parsi 
friends to look after the Parsi widows whatever it might cost them, or how- 
ever great sacrifice it might entail. It was better for them to do any honest 
thing than get rich at the expense of the vast majority of the people. 

As for picketing, he never thought it could be permanently stopped. 
He had horror of bloodshed, but he was prepared to take every risk in 
order that the drink evil could be arrested. So long as the pickets did not 
do violence, he was indifferent to what the Government did. He knew what 
had happened in Dharwar. He was sure the people had not erred as at 
Malegaon. He was shocked to hear that Mr. Painter was to be sent to 
Ahmedabad — a Collector who was guilty apparently of having connived at the 
murder of innocent men. Mr. Painter, if he dared go to Ahmedabad, would 
find his hands full. He would have to murder in Ahmedabad innocent boys 
and girls in order to stop picketing. It was an insult to the people of Gujarat 
to send an official like Mr. Painter to Gujarat. 

Mr. Gandhi then gave his experiences in Durban about picketing when 
boys of 14 or 15 did their duty without fear or favour, in spite of the tremen- 
dous odds against them. Not a single soul was allowed to go unchallenged 
to the registration office to register himself. Never was any violence used by 
these young men. 

He was for wholesale picketing all over the country; he was aware, how- 
ever, of the defects which now existed in the system. He knew that bad men 
had got in as pickets. He had therefore suggested that picketing in Bombay 
only might be suspended till the end of the month, so that it might be better 
organized and cover the whole of Bombay. Moreover, all hands were required 
for organizing boycott of foreign cloth by the 1st of August. But the final 
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decision rested with the Congress Committee. He was not the autocrat that 
he was made out to be by the Praja Mitra. It was not possible for him to 
order the 32 crores of people what they should do, he could only give advice 
and guidance. In the meantime, it was for the liquor merchants to look 
about and consider what they should do, whether they could not take up any 
other profession and give up this selling of liquor. The Dharwar incident had 
tainted the liquor they sold with innocent blood. He was convinced that the 
pickets in Dharwar had not done anything; they had not assaulted anybody; that 
the charges which were brought against them were unfounded and he was firmly 
convinced that the police were in connivance with the liquor contractors, he 
laid the responsibility as much on the liquor-dealers as on the officials. 

He expected greater things from the Parsi community on account of their 
nobility, their knowledge and their courage. They knew what an insolent 
Collector had done there in Dharwar. He was sure that picketing would 
achieve the object he had in view, but if possible he wanted it to be done 
without doing that. The contractors would tell him that they had already 
paid the Government for their licences. What they had given to Government 
they could easily get back from them. If they were all determined to get 
back the amounts they had paid, he was sure they would succeed in their 
object. They could apply to Government to return the amounts they had 
paid, as they were not non-co-operators, and if they did not succeed, then they 
could resort to other measures. If India did not get swaraj by September or 
even December, let the Parsi contractors consider that the money which they 
had given to Government would be lying to their credit with the future Govern- 
ment. He would assure them they would never lose their money. 

But were they, after all, such poor people that they could not afford 
losing the sums? Only the day before he had received a letter from a Parsi 
liquor-seller to say that they were not such poor people as was tried to be 
made out. Even the widows were not poor and they had a lot of money 
with them and he believed it. From his personal experience he knew that they 
were not poor and that they would not be thrown into the streets if they gave 
up selling liquor to the people. He would ask them not to be timid and be 
afraid of consequences, but to stand erect as bold men and women. He 
wanted the Parsis to be with the nation in demanding equality of status. They 
could no longer brook any sort of subordination. Some people had told him 
that some of them had been in the trade for more than 20 years and how was 
it possible for them to give up the business now ? They must, however, consider 
the situation calmly and come to a definite a decision on the matter. He him- 
self had given some thought to the problem and he felt that, as they were not 
poor men, they could easily take up any other profession they liked. He re- 
quested them to form a committee and then consider what they should do in 
the matter, but never to give up hope. Let them take up other professions and 
trades and see whether they could not prosper as easily as in the liquor trade. 
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But, in the first place, it was their duty to give up the liquor trade now and 
immediately. Unless they were prepared to sacrifice something for their country, 
they would never be able to defend their liberty and get swaraj. Only by 
means of sacrifice could they be fit for swaraj and full liberty- They must 
depend on their own ability and they must have confidence in themselves. Even 
the English nation had come to the fore by their self-confidence, and he ap- 
pealed to them not to lose hope but to have faith in themselves. He would 
give them the wisdom to make the sacrifice demanded of them. 

Mr Gandhi then said he would answer any questions that might be put 
to him by the merchants. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 13-7-1921 


174. NOTES 
Frontier Friends 

Mr. Mahomed Nawezkhan, B.A., LL.B., of Bannu, writes a 
long letter on my appeal to the Frontier friends. I propose to give a 
brief summary of it instead of reproducing the whole letter, which 
is too discursive for the columns of To wig India. He thinks that the 
tribesmen who learn the message will gladly respond. He traces the 
history of the annexation of the territory of the tribesmen, and 
proves that, before these territories were annexed, there were 
practically no raids. Moreover, all were equally armed and, there- 
fore, the raided parties were well able to take care of themselves. 
But after annexation, the tribesmen who were wantonly robbed 
of their lands treated both the Hindu and the Mussulman inha- 
bitants of the annexed territories as their enemies, the more so as 
the latter helped the Government in subduing the tribesmen. The 
writer, who claims an intimate acquaintance with the situation, 
is of opinion that the tribesmen have been no respecters of religions, 
and have subjected to their depredations the Hindus and the Mus- 
sulmans alike, and that Mussulmans have never been known to 
assist the Hindus against the raiders. In proof of impartiality, 
the writer instances the cordial treatment meted out to the Hindus 
in the independent territory of the Frontier tribes. He states that 
the Hindus living there have greater freedom of worship than 
even in the British territory. Their social status is any day bet- 
ter than under the British Government, and the Maliks 1 are ever 
ready with all their might to defend their Hindu friends living 

1 Heads of tribes 
XX— 23 
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within their jurisdiction. The writer gives it as his judgment that 
the British Government in the Frontier Province has sinfully ab- 
dicated its function of protecting the inhabitants, who have un- 
fortunately come under the so-called protecting wing of the 
British Empire. He winds up his letter by saying that the Fron- 
tier regulations are worth studying, the procedure there is most 
arbitrary, and the life and property of the people are at the mercy 
of military officers who are incapable of giving judicial decisions. 
Extra Assistant Commissioners, he says, in effect disgrace their 
commissions and become instruments of injustice and oppression. 
No man’s honour is safe in the hands of these administrators. They 
have the power to put under lock-up any respectable man upon the 
slightest suspicion. 


An Indian Republic? 

An esteemed correspondent writes: 

Your attention must have been drawn to statements made by 
Maulanas Mahomed Ali and Shaukat Ali that, if no settlement is arrived 
at before Christmas regarding our campaign, an Indian republic will be 
declared at the Ahmedabad session of the Congress. Special importance 
attaches to this statement as it is not made by an irresponsible person 
but by responsible leaders like the Maulanas. It is felt, however, that the 
statement is both unfortunate and premature, and is likely to come in 
the way of the programme laid down for the country by xhe Congress. 
The country as a whole has responded magnificently to the appeal of the 
Congress, and is prepared, excepting certain sections, to work for the attain- 
ment of swaraj. I would ask you to give your views regarding the 
Maulanas* statement, and to assure the public that no departure from the 
policy of non-violent non-co-operation accepted by the Congress will be 
made. 

I am sorry to have to confess that I have not seen the Mau- 
lanas 5 declaration, but I have no hesitation in giving the assu- 
rance that no stone will be left unturned by me to prevent a 
departure even by a hair’s breadth from the policy of non-vio- 
lent non-co-operation that has been deliberately adopted by the 
country. Nor do I entertain the slightest fear of any departure 
from that policy on the part of the Brothers. I have however no 
difficulty about understanding the Maulanas 5 mind. They are 
quite capable of saying that if India does not get the relief she 
demands in the matters of the Punjab and the Khilafat she will 
at the next session of the Congress make a declaration of indepen- 
dence. Swaraj within the Empire is a possibility only if Eng- 
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land washes her hands clean of the taint of the Khilafat breach 
and the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. The Congress creed has been 
purposely made elastic enough to admit of a demand for indepen- 
dence. To go no further, the Maulanas have, after all, if they 
have, but reiterated the opinion pronounced by Mr. Andrews, 
who, unlike me, considers that there is no room in the British 
Empire for a self-respecting and self-governing India, and who 
expects that some day I shall myself be driven to that position. 
I am differently constituted. I never give up hope so long as there 
is the least chance, and I have faith enough in the British people 
to feel that whilst they will test our determination and strength to 
the uttermost, they will not carry it to the breaking point. They 
are too self-conscious to part with an India awakened and 
strong for the sake of shielding Dyerism and O’Dwyerism and of 
the questionable advantage of Greek friendship. The Non-confor- 
mist conscience, which is ignorantly hostile to the just aspirations 
of the brave Turks, will prove yielding under the Indian strain 
which is daily gathering force. Long before the Congress meets, 
if India proves true to herself, I look forward — not to a Declara- 
tion of Independence — but to an honourable settlement that will 
satisfy the just demand of India re the Punjab and the Khilafat, 
and that will assure to her full immediate swaraj in accordance 
with the wishes of her chosen representatives. Let the reader, 
however, not run away with the idea that my forecast is based 
upon any knowledge of what is going on in Simla or Whitehall. 
I base it upon my profound belief in the ability of Tndiq during 
' the next three months to assert herself, i.e., in the ability of India 
to carry out an almost complete boycott of foreign cloth, and by 
still greater self-restraint to prove her ability to adopt civil dis- 
obedience of a very stern character. 

Difficulties in the Way 

I am not, however, blind to the difficulties that bestrew our 
path. The news from Aligarh is disquieting . 1 I have seen the offi- 
cial version and the other in the Independent. I shall apologize to 
the people of Aligarh if I find that I am in the wrong, but the 
Independent correspondent’s version is evasive and attempts to prove 
too much. It does not deny incendiarism on the part of the mob, 
and seeks entirely to exculpate the latter. I shall require over- 
whelmingly strong evidence to prove that the authorities in Ali- 
garh acted wantonly and maliciously without the slightest provo- 

l Vide also “Message to People of Aligarh”, 16-7-1921. 
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cation. I am quite prepared to find that the police wanted to pre- 
vent an aggressive demonstration on the part of the mob, and 
that, in so doing, they lost self-restraint and opened fire. My 
point, however, is that there should be no aggressiveness on our 
part at all. Non-co-operators must not bully or threaten. We 
are developing quite an irresistible courage which comes only 
from waiting upon God, in other words, from absolute faith in 
the righteousness of our cause. If we want to finish our programme 
successfully, and during this year, we have no time for bluster 
or a show of force. We must be scrupulously truthful to our pledge. 
We can succeed beyond all expectation only if we remain non- 
violent in thought, word and deed. It need not be our final 
creed, but it must be our present creed for the attainment of 
our goal. There need be no difficulty in our not thinking or 
speaking ill of our adversary, as we have found it easy enough 
on the whole to restrain ourselves from doing ill to him. We must 
not use the pledge of non-violence and truth to cover violence and 
exaggeration, if not untruth. Nor must we be afraid to let our best 
comrades go to jail. I adhere to the belief, so often expressed by 
me, that Pandit Sundarlal and now Pandit Makhanlal 1 are serv- 
ing the community better being in jail for the sake of conscience 
than they would have being free. Those who think otherwise, in 
my opinion, do not understand the dynamics of non-co-operation. 
The dynamic force behind this great movement is not vocal pro- 
paganda but the silent propaganda carried on by the sufferings 
of the innocent victims of a mad Government. 

A Sufferer’s Letter 

A few days before Pandit Sundarlal was arrested, he wrote 
to me a long letter. I give below a free translation of the relevant 
part of it. The whole of it appeared to me to be natural and frank. 
Needless to say, it was written purely for my own edification. 

I have become a firm believer in non-violence for regaining swaraj. 
My intellect has fully grasped the principle. I have come to regard it 
not merely as a weapon of the weak, but equally as a weapon of the strong. 
I wish, however, to confess that for many years I have held the opposite 
and false doctrine of violence. I am, therefore, assiduously remodelling my 
life in accordance with the new conception. If I have a feeling of un- 
easiness over my imprisonment which is said to be pending, it is about 
the work that I have started in the Central Provinces. I shall be sorry 

* Makhanlal Ghaturvedi; well-known Hindi poet and patriot; editor of 
Karmavir 
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If that work suffers because of a single incautious utterance of mine. But 
the joy and the satisfaction that possess me at the moment consist in the 
thought that possibly my life will be^better built by the hard discipline of 
a British jail. To die in jail or to be hammered into shape (after the new 
style) for the service of humanity is equally pleasing to me. I am therefore 
fully prepared for the impending arrest. 

- I am sure that hundreds of non-co-operators who are suffer- 
ing imprisonment are fired by the same spirit as has actuated Pandit 
Sundarlal. The Aligarh people should have joyously allowed 
their comrade to be imprisoned and stepped into his place and 
taken up his work. All we need do is to fill up the places that may 
be left vacant by our co-workers. We have a clear-cut programme. 
To prosecute it to the end is to secure all we want. 

Threat against* the “Zemindar” 

The Z em ^ ar °f Lahore, edited by Mr. Jafar Ali Khan up 
to the time of his incarceration and now edited by his son, is, I 
understand, threatened with prosecution. The editor has been 
asked to tender an untruthful apology if he wishes to avoid a 
prosecution. He has been asked to withdraw certain statements 
made by him which he himself believes. One of them is the 
reported bombardment of Najef. He has copied the information 
from other papers. Thousands of Mussulmans believe in the 
bombardment. He has assured the Government that if respon- 
sible independent Mussulmans went to the spot and investi- 
gated the matter and denied the truth of the bombardment, he 
would be prepared to withdraw the statement. One would ima- 
gine that the offer was perfectly honourable. He has published 
a spirited poem, some of whose lines can be interpreted as incite- 
ment to violence. He has offered as a non-co-operator to apolo- 
gize for those lines, not because he fears prosecution but because 
he does not want to place himself in a false position regarding 
his creed of non-violence. The third statement objected to by the 
Government has reference to the report of and commentary upon 
a case in Bengal, wherein a European is reported to have killed 
a khansama and to have been fined Rs. 300 by the court. The 
comment objected to is that the British courts give licence to 
Europeans to kill Indians for Rs. 300 as a fine. The comment 
is no doubt severe, but there is certainly no incitement to violence 
in it, and it is not unjustified by the several miscarriages of justice 
recently reported in the Press. The Government have no notion 
how deep the belief has sunk in the Indian mind that even-handed 
justice as between Europeans and Indians is almost an impossi- 
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bility. The fourth charge against the is the reproduction 

of Maulana Mahomed Ali’s statement regarding the Afghan bogey. 
This idea of asking for apologies from editors and public men under 
threat of prosecution is a parody of the apology of the Ali Brothers. 
For the U.P. Government have been trying the same thing upon 
the editor of the Independent and others. I do not know what has 
happened in Allahabad as a result of the Government’s unseemly 
effort to obtain apologies from self-respecting non-co-operators. 
The more straightforward and honourable course would be to 
send to jail all the non-co-operators whom the Government do 
not like.- Let them not move from the Punjab type of humiliation 
to the subtler type in the shape of abject apologies. 

Co-operation and Non-co-operation Defined 

It is no small thing for the country that Dwijendranath 
Tagore, fondly known as Bada Dada by his friends, follows with 
keen attention even in his old age and in his seclusion at Shanti- 
niketan all that is going on in the country. Mr. Andrews has cir- 
culated a free translation of his latest thoughts on non-co-opera- 
tion. Although the whole of it is published in the daily Press, I 
cannot resist reproducing his definitions of co-operation and 
non-co-operation; they are so true and telling. Writing of the 
former he says: 

Our rulers, in order to hide their despotic measures from the world’s eye, 
dressed up a puppet show in the form of Legislative Councils, in which 
a few platform orators have been invited to co-operate. Our rulers believe 
that by doing so they have placed us under an eternal debt of gratitude, 
but in reality they have only added insult to injury. These Councils cling 
to us now, and threaten to choke us like the old man in the story of 
Sindbad the Sailor. If this is the meaning of co-operation, according to 
our English rulers, then it is no very difficult matter to understand what 
non-co-operation means to us. We shall never accept, even if it costs us 
our lives to refuse it, anything that will bring evil upon our country. 
That is non-co-operation. 

Worthy of Imitation 

Mr. Vithalbhai Patel is never so happy as when he is fight- 
ing Municipal or Legislative Councils. He was therefore in his 
element on the sixth instant, when he moved and carried in the 
Thana District Board the following resolutions: 

1. This Board expresses its sorrow to find that the sale of liquor is 
cm the increase, resulting in the loss of public morals, health and wealth. 
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2. This Board welcomes the popular movement for removing the evil, 
and congratulates the organizers upon this exhibition of a spirit of public 
service. 

3. This Board notes with regret the absence of any power of pro- 
hibiting the sale of liquor within its jurisdiction. Therefore, the Board is 
of opinion that it should take advantage of all the powers it possesses of 
undertaking picketing on its responsibility, of helping Congress Committees 
and of compensating those liquor-dealers who may voluntarily undertake 
to close their shops. 

4. For the purposes aforesaid, the Bqard hereby appoints a Committee 
consisting of the Chairman, the Vice-chairman — the mover — and Mr. 
Acharya with powers to conduct or control picketing and to bring about 
total prohibition. 

5. The Board authorizes the said Committee to incur an expense 
not exceeding Rs. 3,000 as a beginning, and will be prepared to incur 
greater expenditure in future if necessary. 

This is distinctly a courageous step. If the Board persists in 
the enforcement of its resolutions to the bitter end, and brings 
about a speedy closing of all the liquor shops within its jurisdiction, 
it will have covered itself with glory, and will have rendered a 
signal service to the country. I hope that Mr. Patel’s initiative 
will be copied by other members and councillors throughout 
India. A simultaneous move on the part of local boards and 
municipalities all over India will strengthen the hands of reformers 
all over, will force the hand of the Government and is, therefore, 
likely to obviate all danger of violence which a three-cornered 
tussle between pickets, the police and the publicans is likely 
to precipitate. 

The Arms Act 

The refusal of the Magistrate of Bijnor District to renew the 
fire-arms licence in favour of the Assistant Governor of Kangri 
Gurukul, brought to light by Swami Shraddhanand, is an eloquent 
demonstration of the utter futility of the Reforms. If Swami Shrad- 
dhanand’s guess that the refusal is due to his having been promi- 
nently identified with non-co-operation turns out to be true, it will 
show that, in things affecting the daily life of the people, there is 
absolutely no change in the methods of administration or the 
conduct of officials except such as has been compelled by the 
pressure of non-co-operation. But the public were hardly prepared 
for the callous indifference of the District Magistrate of Bijnor in 
respect of a citizen of the known standing of Swami Shraddhanand. 

I have characterized the indifference as callous, because the gun 
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sought to be licensed was required not for the purposes of sport 
but of self-defence in the midst of a jungle infested with wild beasts. 

Under False Pretences? 

I have already adverted to the prosecution and conviction 
of Pandit Makhanlal Chaturvedi. I have just received a copy of 
his statement before the court. He refused to defend himself by 
leading evidence or otherwise, but made his statement before the 
court with merely a reiteration of his creed of non-violence. The 
reader, however, will be startled, as I was, to find that, if Pandit 
MakhanlaPs statement may be relied upon, he was prosecuted 
in reality not for what was his actual offence in the estimation 
of the Government, but for an inoffensive speech. The following 
is the part of the statement I have in' mind. From it one can see 
that when the prosecution was decided upon, Makhanlalji had 
not spoken at all. 

I have been the editor of the Karmavir published from Jabalpur. 
In the course of my journalistic duties, I have had occasions to ventilate 
many public grievances and to criticize several administrative measures in 
the province. The district administration of Narsinhpur had fallen into 
disrepute, and it became a matter of duty fearlessly to expose in the 
columns of my paper the scandals connected with the administration of 
Mr. J. C. Bourne, the Deputy Commissioner. The local officials there 
systematically tyrannized over the people, and as was stated in the 
Legislative Council, ‘a body of police force had invaded a village, tortured 
the people, spat at their faces, kicked them with their shoes, arrested 
and maltreated them, starved them for a number of days and lastly 
violated the honour of women.’ As a result of the exposure, T have 
become the object of Government wrath, and it is not at all surprising 
to me that the C. P. Government should prosecute me for a speech made 
at the Bilaspur Conference on the 12th of March 1921, when the Home 
Member of the Government publicly announced on the 4th of March 
in the Central Provinces Legislative Council that my prosecution was 
already awaiting the sanction of the Government. I venture to state 
that, if I had not fearlessly exposed the corrupt character of the Bourne 
regime at Narsinhpur, this prosecution would not have been launched. I 
admit to having made a speech at the Bilaspur District Conference on the 
1 2th March, but assert that the speech as reported by the Government 
reporters neither represents my views nor is an honest and correct report 
of what I spoke at the meeting. I am a strict and loyal adherent of the 
non-violent non-co-operation creed of the Indian National Congress, and 
have honestly worked within the letter and the spirit of the resolution as 
passed at the Nagpur session. 
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Thus, the Government had decided upon prosecution on 
the 4th of March, whereas actual prosecution took place for a 
speech delivered on the 12th of March. Why was he not prose- 
cuted in connection with his exposure of the a dminis tration at 
Narsinhpur? I do not know whether there is any truth in the char- 
ges against the Narsinhpur administration. But there is certainly 
something very wrong somewhere. • 

Blasphemy 

A correspondent writes: 

I regret very much to inform you that one constantly sees pictures 
in which you and other leaders have been represented as Shri Krishna and 
Pandavas, respectively. Will you not use your influence to stop this, as it 
must hurt the religious feelings of many like myself, who consider Shri 
Krishna to have been not merely a great man but God incarnate? 

The correspondent has my fullest sympathy. I have not seen 
the pictures, but I hold it to be a blasphemy to represent me as 
Shri Krishna. I claim to be a humble worker and no more among 
many in a great cause, which can only be injured rather than 
advanced by glorification of its leaders. A cause has the best 
chance of success when it is examined and followed on its own 
merits. Measures must always in a progressive society be held 
superior to men, who are after all imperfect instruments, working 
for their fulfilment. I would therefore urge, with all the strength 
at my command, enthusiasts or enterprising business men to 
observe some sense of proportion and withdraw all such pictures, 
which, like the one under notice, are undoubtedly calculated to 
wound deep religious susceptibilities. 

Karachi Sghools 

I owe an apology to Mr. Jagtiani for not publishing earlier 
his important explanation regarding his school. The fact is that, 
during my incessant travelling, I have not been able to cope with 
all my correspondence. Having got breathing time in Bombay, 
I am endeavouring to overtake arrears, and I have only just 
come across his letter. Here is the relevant part of it. 

A letter on the subject of suspicious finance of schools has already 
appeared in Young India. I agree with the writer. I am Principal of the 
“Tilakalaya”, about which rumours seem to have been set afloat by some 
of my opponents. The school was started by me in November last, one 
month after I had non-co-operated. Not being able to secure assistance 
from the Khilafat Committee, I depended upon individual support. A new 
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school wants some time to put itself on its legs. But in the case of my 
school, I began at the very start to hear rumours about my “fat salary’’^ 
although the plain fact is, not only that I have drawn no salary as yet, 
but that there is a deficit of about Rs. 1,200 up to the 31st of May, 
1921. As regards finance, the school has a financial- board with Mr. Durga- 
das B. Advani as Chairman. The board met, and the accounts, duly audited 
by a professional accountant appointed by the Committee, have been passed 
and a statement of accounts will be published in the report. This is the 
usual procedure which was to be followed. None of the schools receiving 
public support has followed any other course or been asked to publish 
accounts periodically. You will thus see the injustice of the reports that 
have occasioned your writing; the reports are apparently the result of 
personal grudge. 

I am not publishing the remainder, which relates to purely 
local and personal matters. I do not think that any good pur- 
pose can be served by a public discussion of such things. We 
must develop a capacity for putting up with small annoyances and 
agreeing with our adversaries quickly. 

In Lord Sinha’s Land 

Orissa is the poorest province, perhaps, in all India. Its people 
are the most inoffensive. The Samaj is an Utkal newspaper. A 
correspondent describing the official lawlessness in a small State 
called Keonjhar writes to the Samaj : 

You are doubtless getting certain information regarding the affairs 
in Keonjhar. But the internal conditions are not probably known to you. 
These internal conditions the State authorities are trying their best to 
suppress, and thereby reduce the people to utter helplessness. The 
post-offices are closed, so to say. No one gets a newspaper to read. Letters 
are neither despatched nor delivered. They are first taken to the autho- 
rities for perusal, after which they are dealt with according to their con- 
tents. The Samaj has been prohibited by circular. So it is not found 
here. Secondly, no one is allowed to go from one place to another. The 
roads are guarded by regular watches. The wayfarers are searched on 
the suspicion of their being in possession of information, and whoever is 
suspected is prohibited from going further. In this way no stone is left 
unturned in the attempt to oppress the people who are utterly helpless. 
One Nishakar Mishra, from among the people who had been beaten, is 
reported to have died of it. This news has been suppressed. Another, 
by name Jagadbandhu Chakravarti, is on the point of death, and hardly 
expected to live. They say that he is in solitary confinement. But no one 
knows where he is. People strongly believe that the authorities are do- 
ing their best to suppress the news of deaths. 
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I have more corroborative correspondence too on the point. 
The reader must not confound this State with the States of 
Western India. In the Utkal States, the English political agent is 
the supreme master and acts just as he pleases. The zoolum des- 
cribed above is going on, because the people countenanced non- 
co-operation workers. The only comfort I can send them is that 
they should suffer whilst India’s chains remain fastened to her. I 
would advise non-co-operators not to touch the places where they 
cannot give any relief in the event of oppression breaking out. If 
the Utkal people were strong and organized, I would have no hesi- 
tation in asking them to enter these so-called State territories, break 
through every one of the inhuman restrictions and invite all the 
penalties of the law. But I fear that the time is not yet. We must 
learn much greater self-restraint than we have up to now. What 
we have already cultivated is hopeful, but more is undoubtedly 
needed. 

Toung India , 13-7-1921 


175. A RUNNING SORE 

His Excellency the Viceroy in his reply to the Liberal League 
Deputation from the United Provinces delivered an address which 
was more cautious than his reply to the Ahmadiyya Deputation. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary to remind His Excellency that in it he 
has asked India to do the impossible. Liberals and Nationalists, 
co-operators and non-co-operators, Hindus, Mussulmans, Sikhs, 
Jains, Parsis, Christians, Jews and all who call themselves Indians 
insist, each in his own way, upon the Punjab and the Khilafat 
wrongs being righted. His Excellency is still pressing the Khila- 
fat claim. That is hopeful, in that he does not ask the Mussulmans 
of India and their Hindu and other countrymen to forget the 
Khilafat wrong. But he clearly asks us to forget the Punjab wrong. 
The task is as impossible as it would be for a physician to make a 
patient forget — except under the temporary influence^ of some 
stupefying drug — his painful disease. The Punjab wrong is like a 
running sore, and even as a running sore cannot be healed un- 
less the whole of the poison is removed, so can the Punjab wrong 
not be forgotten and forgiven unless and until the poison in the 
shape of pensions to and continued employment of unrepentant 
and faithless servants has been removed. Does Lord Reading ima- 
gine that India is reconciled to the translation of Mr. Thomson to 
a higher post? He asks us to give him and -his Government credit 
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for sincerity and honesty of purpose. He may have that credit, but 
there arises immediately upon the grant of that credit the belief 
that there is a fundamental difference between the Government’s 
and the people’s outlook upon vital matters. And so long as 
Lord Reading and his Government continue, be it ever so 
sincerely, to ask India to be reconciled to the retention on the 
pension list or on the service list of the names of those who have, 
from an Indian standpoint, proved unworthy of the trust reposed 
in them, so long there can be no meeting-ground between the 
Government and the people. If we have even a semblance of res- 
ponsibility given to us, surely we must have the right to dismiss 
from service those who have atrociously wronged us. To me it 
is a supreme test of responsibility — the righting of the two wrongs. 
The injustice of the Khilafat wrong is admitted. The atrocity in 
the Punjab is written in letters of blood. We admit that- we did 
wrong in Amritsar, in Kasur, in Jallianwala and in Gujranwala. 
We have been made to pay for it heavily. We have been humilia- 
ted, kicked. Both the innocent and the guilty have been hanged. 
We have ourselves made a frank, free and open confession from 
many a platform. We ask for no humiliation of official wrong- 
doers. All we ask is that they may not be imposed upon us as 
masters. An English official once frankly told me that rather than 
be party, by remaining in the service, to the removal from the 
pension list of Sir Michael O’Dwyer or General Dyer, he would 
resign. I told him that, whilst I could see my way to sympathize 
with such an attitude, he must not expect me to agree with him. 
Nor did he. Hundreds, if not thousands, of Englishmen and 
Englishwomen consider Sir Michael O’Dwyer and General Dyer 
as saviours of the Empire and the honour of their kind. It is 
highly likely that, if I were an Englishman intent upon holding 
India at any cost, I would feel even as they. But I hold that, so 
long as that attitude is retained, so long must co-operation bet- 
ween the Government and the people be impossible. Non-co-opera- 
tion alone can open the eyes of Englishmen to the fact that co- 
operation* with them in the Government of the country involves 
an acceptance of their attitude. But it is inconsistent with their 
position as friends and associates. They may not remain in India 
on the strength of their bayonets. They can remain only on the 
strength of our goodwill. That and that alone must be the bind- 
ing force between them and us. Let them not mock us by profess- 
ing equality on the lips and by maintaining behind their en- 
trenchments an unassailable superiority. As a shrewd man of the 
world. Lord Reading, I hope, will soon recognize the impossibility 
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of reconciling two opposite attitudes. Had there been a middle 
course, non-co-operators would have adopted it long ago. It is 
not a question of hatred or ill-will on the part of the vast mass 
of people. I invite him to drive the probe deep enough, and he 
would find that weak as we are, we can no longer tolerate the cult 
of white superiority. Lip professions, well meaning and sincere 
though they may be, can serve no useful purpose. We are idola- 
trous enough to demand ocular proof of equality. Does he not see 
that the existence - of white soldiers may be a necessity for the 
safety of Englishmen, never for the safety of the Indian Border? 
Englishmen must be prepared to live in India precisely on the 
same terms as the Parsis. A mere handful of the latter have re- 
mained for the last thousand years as honoured friends and 
partners. They have needed no special protection, no fort to 
retire to in times of danger from enraged Hindus or Mussul- 
mans. Have not the followers of Moses and Jesus the faith of 
those of Zoroaster? The plain fact is that Englishmen are not 
prepared to remain in India on the sufferance of the millions of 
Hindus and Mussulmans. The latter are not prepared to give the 
former any advantageous position by reason of their controlling all 
the most destructive appliances that human ingenuity has ever in- 
vented. There is no choice before the latter but that of making a 
supreme effort to neutralize the effect of all those appliances by 
ceasing to fear them, i.e., by non-resistance. This may all appear 
to be arrogant or visionary. I hope, however, that Lord Reading 
at any rate will soon find that I have spoken the real mind of 
India. And the sooner this fundamental truth is realized, the soon- 
er will there be real hearty co-operation between Englishmen and 
Indians. I am longing for such co-operation, and it is this very 
longing which deters me from accepting any apology, no matter 
how tempting, for co-operation. Non-co-operation is not born of 
ignorance and ill will, but it is the only effective step towards 
co-operation, and therefore it rises from knowledge and love. 

Toung India, 13-7-1921 
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DEAR FRIEND, 

This is the second time I venture to- address you. 1 I know 
that most of you detest non-co-operation. But I would invite you 
to isolate two of my activities from the rest, if you can give me 
credit for honesty. 

I cannot prove my honesty, if you do not feel it. Some of my 
Indian friends charge me with camouflage when I say we need 
not hate Englishmen whilst we may hate the system they have 
established. I am trying to show them that one may detest the 
wickedness of a brother without hating him. Jesus denounced 
the wickedness of the Scribes and the Pharisees, but he did not 
hate them. He did not enunciate this law of love for the man and 
hate for the evil in him for himself only, but he taught the doc- 
trine for universal practice. Indeed, I find it in all the scriptures 
of the world. 

I claim to be a fairly accurate student of human nature and 
vivisector of my own failings. I have discovered that man is supe- 
rior to the system he propounds. And so I feel that you as an 
individual are infinitely better than the system you have evolved 
as a corporation. Each one of my countrymen in Amritsar on 
that fateful 10th of April was better than the crowd of which he 
was a member. He, as a man, would have declined to kill those 
innocent English bank managers. But in that crowd, many 
a man forgot himself. Hence it is that an Englishman in office 
is different from an Englishman outside. Similarly, an English- 
man' in India is different from an Englishman in England. Here 
in India, you belong to a system that is vile beyond descrip- 
tion. It is possible, therefore, for me to condemn the system in 
the strongest terms, without considering you to be bad and 
without imputing bad motives to every Englishman. You are as 
much slaves of the system as we are. I want you, therefore, to reci- 
procate, and not impute to me motives which you cannot read in 
the written word. I give you the whole of my motive when I 
tell you that I am impatient to end or mend a system, which 
has made India subservient to a handful of you and which has 

1 Earlier Gandhiji had addressed an open letter to the Englishmen on 
October 27, 1920; vide Vol. XVIII. 
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made Englishmen feel secure only in the shadow of the forts and 
the guns that obtrude themselves on one’s notice in India. It is 
a degrading spectacle for you and for us. Our corporate life is 
based on mutual distrust and fear. This, you will admit, is un- 
manly. A system that is responsible for such a state of things is 
necessarily Satanic. You should be able to live in India as an 
integral part of its people and not always as foreign exploiters. 
One thousand Indian lives against one English life is a doctrine 
of dark despair, and yet, believe me, it was enunciated in 1919 by 
the highest of you in the land. 

I almost feel tempted to invite you to join me in destroying 
a system that has dragged both you and us down. But I feel I 
cannot as yet do so. We have not shown ourselves earnest, self- 
sacrificing and self-restrained enough for that consummation. 

But I do ask you to help us in the boycott of foreign cloth and 
in the anti-drink campaign. 

The Lancashire cloth, as English historians have shown, was 
forced upon India, and her own world-famed manufactures were 
deliberately and systematically ruined. India is, therefore, at the 
mercy not only of Lancashire but also of Japan, France and Ame- 
rica. Just see what this has meant to India. We send out of India 
every year sixty crores (more or less) of rupees for cloth. We grow 
enough cotton for our own cloth. Is it not madness to send cot- 
ton outside India, and have it manufactured into cloth there and 
shipped to us? Was it right to reduce India to such a helpless 
state? 

A hundred and fifty years ago, we manufactured all our cloth. 
Our women spun fine yam in their own cottages, and supplemen- 
ted the earnings of their husbands. The village weavers wove that 
yam. It was an indispensable part of national economy in a vast 
agricultural country like ours. It enabled us in a most natural 
manner to utilize our leisure. Today our women have lost the 
c unnin g of their hands, and the enforced idleness of millions has 
impoverished the land. Many weavers have become sweepers. 
Some have taken to the profession of hired soldiers. Half the race of 
artistic weavers has died out, and the other half is weaving impor- 
ted foreign yam for want of finer hand-spun yam. 

You will perhaps now understand what boycott of foreign cloth 
means to India. It is not devised as a punishment. If the Gov- 
ernment were today to redress the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs 
and consent to India attaining immediate swaraj, the boycott 
movement must still continue. Swaraj means at least the power to 
conserve Indian industries that are vital to the economic existence 
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of the nation, and to prohibit such imports as may interfere with 
such existence. Agriculture and hand-spinning are the two lungs 
of the national body. They must be protected against consump- 
tion at any cost. 

This matter does not admit of any waiting. The interests of 
the foreign manufacturers and the Indian importers cannot be 
considered when the whole nation is starving for want of a large 
productive occupation ancillary to agriculture. 

You will not mistake this for a movement of general boycott 
of foreign goods. India does not wish to shut herself out of 
international commerce. Things other than cloth which can be 
better made outside India she must gratefully receive upon terms 
advantageous - to the contracting parties. Nothing can be forced 
upon her. But I do not wish to peep into the future. I am certainly 
hoping that before long it would be possible for India to co-operate 
with England on equal terms. Then will be the time for examin- 
ing trade relations. For the time being, I bespeak your help in 
bringing about a boycott of foreign cloth. 

Of similar and equal importance is the campaign against 
drink. The liquor shops are an insufferable curse imposed upon 
society. There never was so much awakening among the people 
as now upon this question. I admit that, here, it is the Indian 
ministers who can help more thaft you can. But I would like you 
to speak out your mind clearly on the question. Under every 
system of government, total prohibition, so far as I can see, will be 
insisted upon by the nation. You can assist the growth of the ever- 
rising agitation by throwing in the weight of your influence on the 
side of the nation. 

I am, 

Tour faithful friend, 

M. K. Gandhi 

Young India , 13-7-1921 



177. A CONFESSION OF FAITH 

A strange anonymous letter has been received by me, admiring 
me for having taken up a cause that was dearest to Lokamanya’s 
heart, and telling me that his spirit was residing in me and that 
I must prove a worthy follower of his. The letter, moreover, ad- 
monishes me not to lose heart in the prosecution of the swaraj pro- 
gramme, and finishes off by accusing me of imposture in claiming 
to be politically a disciple of Gokhale. I wish correspondents will 
throw off the slavish habit of writing anonymously. We who are 
developing the swaraj spirit must cultivate the courage of fear- 
lessly speaking out our mind. The subject-matter of the letter, 
however, being of public importance, demands a reply. I cannot 
claim the honour of being a follower of the late Lokamanya. I 
admire him like millions of his countrymen for his indomitable 
will, his vast learning, his love of country, and above all, the purity 
of his private life and great sacrifice. Of all the men of modem 
times, he captivated most the imagination of his people. He 
breathed into us the spirit of swaraj. No one perhaps realized the 
evil of the existing system of Government as Mr. Tilak did. And, 
in all humility, I claim to deliver his.message to the country as truly 
as the best of his disciples. But I am conscious that my method 
is not Mr. Tilak’s method. And that is why I have still difficulty 
with some of the Maharashtra leaders. But I sincerely thinlr that 
Mr. Tilak did not disbelieve in my method. I enjoyed the privi- 
lege of his confidence. And his last word to me in the presence of 
several friends was, just a fortnight before his death, that mW 
was an excellent method if the people could be persuaded to take 
to it. But he said he had doubts. I know no other method. I can 
only hope that, when the final test comes, the country will be 
proved to have assimilated the method of non-violent non-co- 
operation. Nor am I unaware of my other limitations. I can 
lay no claim to scholarship. I have not his powers of organization, 
I have no compact disciplined party to lead, 'and having been 
an exile for twenty-three years, I cannot claim the experience 
that the Lokamanya had of India. Two things we had in com- 
mon to the fullest measure — love of country and the steady pursuit 
of swaraj. I can, therefore, assure the anonymous writer that, 
yielding to none in my reverence for the memory of the deceased, 
I will march side by side with the foremost of the Lokamanya’s 
disciples in the pursuit of swaraj. I know that the only offering 
XX-24 
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acceptable to him is the quickest attainment of swaraj by India. 
That and nothing else can give his spirit peace. 

Discipleship, however, is a sacred personal matter. I fell at 
Dadabhai’s feet in 1888, 1 but he seemed to be too far away 
from me. I could be as son to him, not disciple. A disciple is 
more than son. Discipleship is a second birth. It is a voluntary 
surrender. In 1896 I met almost all the known leaders of Tndia 
in connection with my South African mission. Justice Ranade 
awed me. I could hardly talk in his presence. Badruddin Taiyabji 
fathered me, and asked me to be guided by Ranade and Pheroze- 
shah. The latter became a patron. His will had to be law. “You 
must address a public meeting on the 26th September, and you 
must be punctual.” I obeyed. On the 25th evening I was to wait 
on him. I did. 

“Have you written out your speech?” he inquired. 

“No, sir.” 

“That won’t do, young man. Can you write it out tonight? 
Munshi, you must go to Mr. Gandhi and receive the manuscript 
from him. It must be printed overnight and you must send me 
a copy.” Turning to me, he- added, “Gandhi, you must not write 
a long speech, you do not know Bombay audiences cannot stand 
long addresses.” I bowed. 

The lion of Bombay taught me to take orders. He did not 
make me his disciple. He did not even try. 

I went thence to Poona. I was an utter stranger. My host 
first took me to Mr. Tilak. I met him surrounded by his compa- 
nions. He listened, and said, “We must arrange a meeting for 
you. But perhaps you do not know that we have unfortunately 
two parties. You must give us a non-party man as chairman. Will 
you see Dr. Bhandarkar?” I consented and retired. I have no 
firm impression of Mr. Tilak, except to recall that he shook off 
my nervousness by his affectionate familiarity. I went thence, I 
think, to Gokhale, and then to Dr. Bhandarkar. The latter greet- 
ed me, as a teacher his pupil. 

“You seem to be an earnest and enthusiastic young man. 
Many people do not come to see me at this the hottest part of the 
day. I never nowadays attend public meetings. But you have 
recited such a pathetic story that I must make an exception in 
your favour.” 


1 This was when Gandhiji was studying for the Bar in London; vide An 
Autobiography, Part I, Ch. XXV. 
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I worshipped the venerable doctor with his wise face. But I 
could not find for him a place on that little throne. It was still 
unoccupied. I had many heroes, but no king. 

It was different with Gokhale, I cannot say why. I met 
him at his quarters on the college ground 1 . It was like meeting an 
old friend, or, better still, a mother after a long separation. His 
gentle face put me at ease in a moment. His minute inquiries 
about myself and my doings in South Africa at once enshrined 
him in my heart. And as I parted from him, I said to myself, 
“You are my man.” And from that moment Gokhale never lost 
sight of me. In 1901 on my second return from South Africa, we 
came closer still. 2 He simply 'took me in hand", and began to 
fashion me. He was concerned about how I spoke, dressed, walk- 
ed and ate. My mother was not more solicitous about me than 
Gokhale. There was, so far as I am aware, no reserve between us. 
It was really a case of love at first sight, and it stood the 
severest strain in 1913. 3 He seemed to me all I wanted as a poli- 
tical worker — pure as crystal, gentle as a lamb, brave as a lion and 
chivalrous to a fault. It does not matter to me that he may not 
have been any of these things. It was enough for me that I could 
discover no fault in him to cavil at. He was and remains for me 
the most perfect man in the political field. Not, therefore, that 
we had no differences. We differed even in 1901 in our views on 
social customs, e.g., widow remarriage. We discovered differences 
in our estimate of Western civilization. He frankly differed from 
me in my extreme views on non-violence. But these differences 
mattered neither to him nor to me. Nothing could put us asunder. 
It were blasphemous to conjecture what would have happened 
if he were alive today. I know that I would have been working 
under him. I have made this confession because the anonymous 
letter hurt me when it accused me of imposture about my poli- 
tical disdpleship. Had I been remiss in my acknowledgment to 
him who is now dumb? I thought I must declare my faithfulness 
to Gokhale, especially when I seemed to be living In a camp 
which the Indian world calls opposite. 

Young India , 13-7-1921 


1 Of Fergusson College, Poona 

2 Gandhiji stayed with Gokhale for about a month at the time of the Cal- 
cutta session of the Indian National Congress; vide An Autobiography, Part III, 
Ghs. XVII, XVTII and XIX. 

3 This was when Gandhiji decided to launch passive resistance; vidt 
Vol. XII. 



178. TO CORRESPONDENTS' 


admirer: The Ali Brothers do not live upon the TChilafa t 
funds. 

r. j. varma: Certainly collections must continue even after 
the All-India Congress Committee meeting, where the full quota 
for the taluka, district or province has not been made up. And 
no one who has already subscribed can honourably withhold his 
subscription, because the full quota has been otherwise made up. 
Pleaders who, having suspended practice in terms of the Congress 
resolution, resume it, cannot, with any sense of decency, hold 
office in a Congress Committee. 

swaraj: If any swadeshi store is selling Japanese cloth in 
the name of swadeshi, it should certainly be exposed and boy- 
cotted. Enlightened active public opinion is the surest remedy 
against such frauds. Moreover, people should reject all fine 
stuff. Hand-spun and hand-woven stuff is unmistakable. 

Toung India, 13-7-1921 


179. MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF DHARWAR 

[Before July 14, 1921] 
I have been following the doings of Government in Dharwar 
with the keenest interest. I tender my congratulations to the rela- 
tives of the victims of the official tyranny and I congratulate the 
people in general upon their patience and fortitude.' It has 
given me great pleasure to learn that the arrests have not demora- 
lized the citizens of Dharwar. I have no doubt that incidents like 
the one at Dharwar will accelerate our march towards swaraj if 
only we retain our patience and the spirit of non-violence. Deli- 
berate and intentional non-retaliation doubles the courage of the 
people and adds greater sanctity to the cause they espouse. Un- 
deterred, therefore, by the official repression, we must pursue our 
goal. I understand that the problem in Dharwar is complicated 
by local dissensions and feuds. I urge all to forget these in face of 
the common danger but if all do not respond, I shall certainly 
expect non-co-operators to do so. But quietly resigning them- 

1 Presumably by Gandhiji 
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selves to whatever jealousies they may be subjected to, they will 
disarm their opponents. There is no better remedy to overcome opposition 
than love and charity. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 14-7-1921 


ISO. LETTER TO A CORRESPONDENT' 

Laburnum Road, 
Bombay, 
July 14 , 1921 


DEAR SIR, 

With reference to your inquiry, I do not consider it unlawful 
for a Sanatani Hindu under given circumstances to eat food cooked 
in a clean manner and purely vegetarian with a Mussulman or any 
other person. 

With reference to Maulana Shaukat All’s having expressed 
regret about his having given his shoulder to the late Lokamanya’s 
coffin, he did not express regret for the act itself, but he apologized 
to the Maulanas present for having committed an unconscious 
breach of Mussulman usage in having shouldered the coffin of 
a Hindu. 

The apology was quite consistent with undiminished regard 
for the memory of the deceased. 

Tours truly, 

M. K. Gandhi 


From a photostat: S.N* 7571 , 


181. LETTER TO MANIBEHN PATEL 

Bombay, 

Friday, July 15, 1921 


CHI. MANI, 

I should like to reply at length to your letter but I do not 
have the time for it. It will soon be 1 1 p.m. I shall answer your 
question though. For those who stock [foreign] cloth for selling it, 
the question of consigning it to fire or giving it away to others 
does not arise at all. 


1 The addressee is not known* 
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I have not yet been able even to read the leaflet 1 . Our cause 
will prosper in the measure in which we put up with assaults by 
wine-dealers. 

Blessings from 

Bapu 

Manibehn 

C/o Shri Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 
Bhadra, Ahmedabad 

[From Gujarati] ' 

Bapuua Patro — Manibehn Patelne 


182 . LETTER TO VALLABHBHAI PATEL 

Friday [On or after July 15, 1921 ] 2 

bhaishri vallabhbhai, 

I have had a long talk with Gidwani. He feels unhappy. He 
has some complaint against Kaka and people from the Ashram. 
Please bring all of them together and resolve the differences. I 
do not understand what cause he can have had from Kaka to feel 
unhappy. The latter told me nothing this time. I should be 
happy if all this heart-burning stopped. 

Please settle the matter of the grant 3 to Anasuyabehn 4 . Go and 
see her and give her a cheque for as much as she wants. 

Tell Manibehn or Dahyabhai that I had again a long talk with 
Vithalbhai. I think he understands the importance of the 
spinning-wheel a little better now. I do feel that his proper field is 
the Councils. He cannot go among the people, mix with them 
and serve them. It is not as if he did not want to serve. Only 
he has not trained himself to do so. He has trained himself for 
the other work. It seems to me that the two kinds of work require 


1 This was in connection with the anti-drink campaign. 

^ This letter was evidently written some time after the “Letter to 
Manibehn Patel”, July 11, 1921, in which Gandhiji had said he would again 
discuss the subject of khadi with Vithalbhai when they met next. 

3 For schools 

4 Anasuyabehn Sarabhai, sister of Ambalal Sarabhai, a mill-owner of 
Ahmedabad; vide Vol. XIV. 
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different aptitudes. I have come across no one in Bombay who 
speaks ill of Vithalbhai. 

Vandemataram from 
Mohandas 

Bhaishri Vallabhbhai Patel, Bar-at-Law 
Bhadra, Ahmedabad 
[From Gujarati] 

Bapuna Patro — Sardar Vallabhbhaine 


183. MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE ‘ 

[Before July 16, 192 1] 1 2 

Remove your foreign clothes this very day from your house; 
give them to the Congress Committee at Patni Building or at 
the nearest place and obtain a receipt. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 


184. SWADESHI “VRAT” 3 4 

[Before July 16, 1921]* 

I, the undersigned, according to my conscience, and in the 
name of God, pledge myself to observe one of the three follow- 
ing vows from the 1st of August 1921, Samuat 1977 Ashad Vad 
12th, Monday: 

(1) I shall wear pure swadeshi clothes. 

(2) I shall use hand-woven clothes made out of mill-made yam. 

(3) I shall use clothes spun and woven in the mills of India. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 


1 a leaflet issued by the Bhuleshwar District Congress Committee contain- 
ed this message from Gandhiji. 

2 The date of this message is not available. It is, however, possible that 
it was sent about the same time as the following item. 

3 Vow. According to Bombay Secret Abstracts the different Swadeshi 
Sabhas of the Bombay Presidency had been instructed to take people’s signa- 

tures on this. ... . 

4 The date of this pledge, which was presumably drafted by Gandhiji, is 
not available. It is. however, likely that it belongs to the same time as the 
following item* 



185. METHODS OF BOYCOTT 


Bombay, 

July 16, 1921 

The boycott is proceeding quietly. The demand for khaddar 
has greatly increased. Although so far only seven business men have 
signed the pledge about not importing foreign cloth, a good many 
others have stopped placing orders. The orders already placed are 
being cancelled. It is regrettable that Calcutta has done very 
little in discharging its duty in this matter. In all business 
centres organized and intensive efforts should be made to pro- 
mote the boycott. This is the time for Marwari business men to 
prove their patriotism. Every man and woman in the country, 

, irrespective of which party they support, should do their best to 
give up foreign cloth finally. 

There should be no hartal anywhere in India on August 1, 
when the death anniversary of Lokamanya Tilak falls. The people 
should rather rejoice on that day, confident that our strength is 
increasing and that we are moving faster towards our goal. It will 
be far from fitting on that day to grieve over the memory of the 
departed patriot. . . . 

Congress workers must foster among people a love for Swa- 
deshi. Till a complete boycott of foreign cloth is achieved, they 
should encourage people in boycott and it should be their first 
duty to produce khaddar. During the transition period, we should 
make do with half the cloth we need, otherwise we shall have to 
suffer a steep rise in the price of cloth and great scarcity. So long 
as the charkha does not ply in every home and all weavers do not 
use hand-spun yam, we should be sparing, like a miser, in using 
swadeshi cloth. 

[From Hindi] 

Aaj, 18 - 7-1921 



186. MESSAGE TO PEOPLE OF ALIGARH 


July 16 , 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi has sent a message to the effect that Aligarh affairs have 
deeply grieved him. Now that the goal is so near, the residents of Aligarh 
will not, he hopes, set the clock back by showing any weakness in the form 
of losing patience or resorting to violence or disowning responsibility for violence 
committed by any section of the 'public, whether non-co-operators or not. 1 2 

Amrita Bazar Patrika , 17-7-1921 


187 . SPEECH AT PAREL, BOMBAY* 


July 16, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said one of the great duties they had taken in hand was 
now accomplished, but a greater and more difficult task lay before them to 
achieve before realizing swaraj. People who wanted to amass a crore of rupees 
could only do so by incessant efforts and work, and without these it was not 
possible to get anything in this world. The work they had undertaken to do 
was one of greatest difficulty and required greater sacrifices on their part than 
the mere earning of money. If they wanted to get swaraj, if they wanted 
their Khilafat and Punjab wrongs — which even the Viceroy was asking them 
to forget and forgive — redressed, then they had no other course but to 
make this sacrifice for their country. They wanted swaraj within the shortest 
possible time. It could not be done without serious effort. If he were con- 
vinced that they had not the necessary strength of purpose to do their duty, 
he would never have spoken to them of swaraj. There was strength latent in 
them; they had only to realize it. A sister out of the nobility of her heart had 
sent a sari to him 'worth about Rs. 900 for the fund. It weighed perhaps 
12 to 15 lbs., and he was surprised to find that she could wear such a heavy 
sari. It was richly embroidered. He had no doubt that she could not have 
parted with it without a pang. She must have worn that heavy sari with plea- 
sure. He asked the sisters present to wear khaddar saris which were not half as 
heavy for the sake of their country. 

They had willingly parted with their money and their ornaments. He 
knew that parting with the clothes they considered fine was not easy. But he 
expected them to make that sacrifice if they wished to contribute their full 

1 The message was circulated both in Urdu and Hindi. 

2 At a meeting held at Morarji Gokuidas Hall at Pare! 
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share to the national effort. The handsome contribution of one crore was but 
an earnest of their desire to attain swaraj, but it was not sacrifice. Boycott 
of foreign cloth required a sacrifice of their convenience and even their taste. 
Both men and women were called upon to make that sacrifice. He had a visit 
that day from two young Indians, recent arrivals from London — one a Bengali 
and the other a Parsi. Both were very earnest. He answered many questions 
and asked only one in return. Were they prepared to give up their foreign 
clothes? They were both frank and lovers of their country. They both admitted 
that it was the right thing to do. But one of them said he might be too weak 
to give up his foreign clothes. He was quite sure that if they were not ready 
to give up even their foreign clothes, they were not ready for swaraj. 

When he mentioned one year’s limit for the attainment of swaraj, he 
knew what he was doing. He had laid down definite conditions which the 
Congress had embodied in a resolution. He claimed to have the same degree 
of knowledge for remedying India’s ills as a physician would for his patient’s 
disease. But it would be no fault in the physician if the patient would not 
try the remedies prescribed and therefore could not be cured. He had pres- 
cribed a remedy which, in his opinion, India could without much diffi- 
culty adopt and assimilate. The programme laid down by the Congress was 
really a perfect programme. Swadeshi in that programme was the one item 
which needed not mere partial acceptance, but it had to be accepted in toto . 

They had a glorious opportunity of demonstrating their willingness. The 
first of August was near. Had they made themselves worthy to celebrate the 
memory of Lokamanya? Were they fit enough to recite the mantra that he 
had bequeathed? Even as certain preliminary ablutions were necessary for a 
Hindu to recite his Gayatri , or for a Mussulman to perform his namaz , if 
either was to be efficacious, even so was it necessary for them to wear khadi 
dress on the first of August if they were to become fit for the recitation of the 
swaraj mantra given to the nation by Mr. Tilak. In his opinion, renunciation 
by every Indian of foreign cloth was the one thing indispensable for the econo- 
mic independence of India and the attainment thereby of swaraj. This con- 
summation was not beyond India’s ability. He hoped the people had also the 
will. 

He wanted to draw the attention of the audience to the summary dis- 
missal of Mr. Kashalkar by Messrs Shaw Wallace & Co. His only crime was 
that he had the courage to wear a homespun khadi cap. It was too much for 
the manager and young Mr. Kashalkar was dismissed because he would not 
relent. He deserved congratulations on his bravery. Was not the incident 
a striking proof of India’s slavery ? In any other country, a manager who so 
gratuitously interfered with the liberty of an employee regarding his personal 
dress, would have to apologize or himself accept dismissal. He hoped that it 
was not yet too late. All the employees of Messrs Shaw Wallace & Co., if 
they had any spirit of camaraderie and self-respect would themselves, even if 
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only by way of protest, appear in khaddar dresses and caps and ask for re- 
instatement of Mr. Kashalkar. 

This dismissal had for him a deep significance. The manager by his 
simple act of dismissal of a poor Indian employee had given a political colour 
to the transaction, and he had insulted the whole nation for he had resented 
the performance of a national act on the part of Mr. Kashalkar and every one 
of the audience was concerned with the dismissal. If for no other reasons for 
the sake of protecting young men like Mr. Kashalkar from insult, they were 
bound to adopt khadi dress and khadi caps. The strength of their national 
spirit was to be tested only over incidents like this. Their capacity for swaraj 
meant the ability to protect all these who were wronged even as Mr. Kashalkar 
was wronged. 

The Bombay Chronicle } 17-7-1921 


188 . REPORT OF THE NON-CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE * 

In view of the threatening situation regarding the Turkish 
Government in Angora, we have been asked by the Central Khila- 
fat Committee to report upon the best way of meeting it. 

As a committee appointed to deal with non-co-operation 
matters only, we have no authority to consider any means out- 
side non-co-operation. But the success already achieved by the non- 
violent non-co-operation movement makes it unnecessary, in our 
opinion, to consider any means outside it. When, at the end of 
this month the results of the pursuits of the Bezwada programme 
of the Congress are tabulated, we shall be in a still better posi- 
tion to gauge the success of non-co-operation, and to take, in con- 
sultation with the All-India Congresss Committee, which meets 
at Lucknow on 22nd July, such steps as the situation may 
warrant. 

Civil Disobedience 

In so far as non-co-operation is concerned, it is obvious that 
every further step to be taken must be determined by the condi- 
tion of the people of India. It has already been suggested that 
the progress made in the last three months justifies the advi- 
sability of having recourse to civil disobedience. The disregard of 
Muslim and Indian opinion once more displayed by the Govern- 
ment of Britain in the matter of their attitude towards the Turks 

1 This was signed by Gandhiji, Shaukat Ali, Dr. Kitchlew and Ahmed 
Haji Sidigg Khatri. 
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coupled with the gross misuse of law in India in order to suppress 
the non-co-operation movement in spite of its non-violence may 
force us to adopt civil disobedience at an early date. However 
since the All-India Congress Committee is to consider this pro- 
posal in its meedng at Lucknow, it is advisable to await its decision. 

Nevertheless we desire to point out that the situation in 
Europe ought to stimulate the people, and particularly the Mus- 
sulmans, to great exertion in regard to the programme already 
before the country, i.e., in respect of titles, councils, schools and 
colleges, law courts and recruiting. We hold that it is high time 
the soldier class refrained in a higher measure than it has hitherto 
done from joining the army. We consider it to be the duty of the 
Indian soldiers to refuse to assist the British Government, should it 
require them to fight against the Turks. The Muslim Ulemas 
should exert themselves to the fullest extent to bring home to the 
Muslim soldiery the commandments of Islamic law concerning 
them, and all non-co-operators should now lay special stress upon 
the opinion expressed by the Working Committee of the Congress 
with regard to the duty of the Indian soldier in the event of the 
reopening of hostilities against the Turks. 

Main Features of Non-co-operation Programme 

Above all, we desire to place on record our conviction* that a 
greater effort is necessary to carry out the Bezwada programme, 
if we are successfully to cope with what appears to be the un- 
doubtedly hostile attitude of the British Government towards the 
Turks and Islam. No adult Indian, male or female, should delay 
in registering his or her name in the Congress register or contri- 
buting to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. We consider the introduction of 
the spinning-wheel in every home, the universal use of khaddar, 
and the complete boycott of foreign cloth as indispensable for the 
attainment of our end, along with the enlistment of all people and 
particularly the Mussulmans, as members of the Khilafat Commit- 
tee and their contributing liberally for the sufferers from Smyrna, 
who must otherwise constitute a terrible drain on the already - 
reduced resources of the Turkish Government of Angora. 

We therefore urge redoubled efforts in these directions and 
expect response commensurate in its readiness with the gravity 
and urgency of the situation. We have taken note of the universal 
feeling of indignation produced by the news that Britain was con- 
templating further hostile actioit against Turkey and consider 
that it is our duty to direct this feeling into channels productive 
of the greatest good, so that India may attain all the sooner the 
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greater purpose of redressing the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs 
and the crowning achievement of swaraj which it has set before 
itself. The goal is not distant, but still the greatest effort is need- 
ed to reach it before Turkey is irretrievably weakened. This 
apprehension alone should stir every Mussulman to exertion in 
behalf of fulfilment of the non-co-operation programme. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 17-7-1921 


189. WHY A BONFIRE ? 

A sister from Cambay writes — and letters to the same effect 
have also been received from others— to say that foreign cloth, 
instead of being burnt, should be given away to the poor or ex- 
ported to other countries. After weighing all the arguments, I still 
feel that foreign cloth should be thrown into the fire. If we look 
upon the use of foreign cloth as sinful, if we believe that its use has 
impoverished the country, that because of it countless numbers of 
our sisters have been rendered homeless, we should look upon 
foreign cloth as so much dirt and, just as ,we would not pass on 
to others the dirt on our person, so we should not pass on this 
dirt of foreign cloth to others. Had we not resolved to eschew 
the use of such cloth altogether, we ourselves would have conti- 
nued to wear it till we had exhausted our stock. Having decided 
to give up its use, let us do so in fact. Giving it to someone else 
to use is as good as using it oneself. In giving it to others, we 
wish to earn the merit which accrues from a good deed. It seems to 
me tha t we cannot claim to have earned any such merit. We would 
throw away rotten grain; so also should we throw away foreign cloth. 
Hindus, Muslims, Parsis should all of them regard foreign cloth’ 
as unholy ; if we % do so, we would certainly not use it. To create 
this feeling, I think it is necessary that we discard the foreign 
cloth in our possession and throw it into the fire. The sentiment 
which will be generated by our doing this is of great value in my 
eyes. It is necessary, I think, to arouse so strong a feeling against 
fore i g n cloth that no one would dare try to deceive us in this mat- 
ter. I ^11,, for this reason, regard ourselves purified if, on 
Aug ust 1, we burn all our garments of foreign clpth. 

It is pggpntial that we cultivate aversion to foreign cloth. Some 
people ask me if this would not lead to hatred of foreigners. In this 
movement, we should learn to condemn evil but, at the same 
tirnPj love the evil-doer. Man is not as evil as his deeds. We 
are all full of failin gs; how then can we look down with contempt 
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upon one another? All religions teach us to serve the wicked. The 
test whether a man is truly religious lies in his being free from 
the extremes of passionate attachments and hatred. He alone has 
known God who, having cause for anger, keeps it under control. 
It is the duty of every human being to know God. Keeping 
one’s temper under control is not the dharma of only the sannyasi; 
the latter, in fact is required to keep many other difficult vows as 
well. We should, therefore, burn cloth but bear no ill will to those 
who produce it. Let Manchester and Japan go on doing so. If 
we do not purchase it, what can they do ? If we do not wish to 
drink liquor, what can the owner of the liquor-booth do? If we 
think aright, we shall discover that the key to swaraj is in our 
pocket. Let us burn up the love of drinking which has possessed 
us and burn up our love of fine silken cloth. Let us cast out the 
craving we feel for numberless tasty dishes. If we have not learnt 
to look upon all women as our sisters, let us bandage our eyes. 
The authors of the Shastras have so graphically described the 
harmful effects of all the things against which they wish to create 
dislike, that anyone who reflects upon these will indeed develop 
it. Is it right, however, to create dislike of people who produce 
these things? Should we burn the man who makes liquor, or the 
foreigner who weaves silk or the man who makes confectionery, 
and should we bum beautiful women? Should we not, rather, 
bum up our cravings and the things which excite them? Which 
of the two will find it possible to win swaraj — the one who gives 
up liquor or the one who bums the man who produced it? 

The person, however, who, by burning foreign cloth, is 
likely to leam not to give up its use but to hate its producer 
would do better not to bum it; he is not fit to do so. 

Those who still prefer to send cloth abroad rather than 
burn it will also be doing a commendable thing. Our Muslim 
brethren have been sending cloth to Smyrna and our purpose will 
be served even if we hand over our stock to be sent along with that. 
If only we give up the use of foreign cloth our main purpose will 
have been served. If people differ about the right use of discarded 
cloth, everyone may follow his own inclination in the matter. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 17-7-1921 



190. WHAT WILL MERCHANTS DO? 

What should merchants who deal in foreign goods do 
with their’ stocks? What would become of the country if such 
merchants are reduced to penury? Should they not have some 
notice? 

It was not right, from the very outset, to trade in foreign 
goods. It is the lure of that trade which has led us into our present 
position, made slaves of us, forced our farmers to be idle for 
four months and left us without the means to face a famine. 
Foreign trade has ruined the country completely. The question 
what the people engaged in such trade would do should not be 
raised at all. They should be courageous. To have the strength 
for swaraj means that all of us should look to the good of the 
country and be ready to sacrifice our personal interest for its 
sake. They should ask themselves why they carried on this trade 
so far, and should put up with the loss involved in giving 
it up. 

Then, again, it is not difficult to dispose of foreign cloth. 
The stocks can be sold abroad. Some goods would ordinarily not 
suit the needs of other countries. Merchants do not have to 
be told that, even so, some use can be found for them outside. 

Merchants will not become beggars. Money has been com- 
pared to the dirt on one’s hand. A business man earns one day 
and loses the next. His ability to earn is his safeguard and secu- 
rity. Money comes in and goes out, but one’s ability to make money 
remains. A man who has lost in one kind of business finds out 
another. I have heard these brave words from many a business 
man, “A merchnat will never be a beggar.” 

Is it impossible for merchants to give up trading in foreign 
cloth and take to selling khadi? New cloth worth sixty crores of 
rupees has to be produced. Will not this work provide a living 
for thousands of merchants? “What shall we do?” are words 
which bespeak indolence. 

The fact is that we have not realized that the boycott of 
foreign cloth means swaraj; so long as passionate devotion to the 
cause of swadeshi is not generated in all sections of the public, 
boycott will not succeed and, until boycott succeeds, we shall not 
get swaraj. It is essential, therefore, that the business commu- 
nity should be inspired with the strength to sacrifice its trade in 
foreign cloth for the sake of the country. 
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It is ignorance to say that the merchants have had no notice. 
They got it in September last. The matter has been talked of 
since then. But the merchants did not heed the notice. The 
Congress passes resolutions and they are soon forgotten; naturally, 
therefore, who takes notice of them? Merchants have not realized 
that times have changed. Who is to blame for that? I have 
spoken about boycott of foreign cloth at each and every meeting 
since September. Those who pursue unworthy occupations, 
those who are addicts, those whose conduct is immoral, those who 
treat the untouchables with contempt, all of them have had 
notice as early as the movement for non-co-operation and self- 
purification started. At any given time, one or the other aspect of 
the movement will be stressed as considered necessary. But it 
ought to be taken that notice has been served against sin, against 
acquisition of wealth in disregard of the interests of the people. 

[From Gujarati] 

Nanajivan, 17-7-1921 


191. MY NOTES 
Worth Emulating 

Which non-co-operator will not be delighted to read of the 
incident that took place in Varad and a report of which was sent to 
newspapers by Shri Kunvarji Vithalbhai? Professor Makanji des- 
erves to be congratulated on the patience and forbearance he dis- 
played. When all of us, in like manner, have learnt to submit to 
blows without getting provoked, it will not be long before we win 
swaraj. The people of Varad could have easily punished the per- 
son who, in his folly, inflicted such indignities on Professor 
Makanji; but they restrained themselves and thereby gave proof 
of their true courage. A word 'of comment is necessary about the 
professor’s companions having abandoned him and run away for 
fear of being beaten up. Whatever the danger to us, we should 
not run away and leave a companion alone, but, on the contrary, 
protect him even at risk to our own lives. In protecting some- 
one, what is required is not the strength to strike but the strength 
to lay down one’s life. Not running away from battle has been 
described as the quality of the brave, of the Kshatriya. Each of the 
four castes must, in some measure, have the qualities of the others. 
It is sheer ignorance to believe that Brahmins and Vanias do not 
need courage or cannot possibly have it. Every one of us must 
have the strength to protect himself or others by striking back, 
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one exposes oneself to the danger of being killed, and the degree 
of risk involved is the measure of one’s courage. In ma k in g this 
criticism, I do not wish to blame the professor’s companions. 
These are new experiences for us. So long as we have not acquired 
sufficient courage to face danger, we are bound to make such 
mistakes. We shall not be inviting any danger upon ourselves as 
long as we do not resort to force and thereby violate our pledge 
to remain peaceful. 

Charge Against Ali Brothers 
A gentleman writes to say that, during the collection of contri- 
butions [to the Tilak Swaraj Fund] in June, he heard an allega- 
tion against the Ali Brothers to the effect that they drew from the 
funds of the Khilafat Committee six to seven thousand rupees 
every month for their own use. Another person writes to say that 
their daily living expenses come to ninety rupees, which they 
draw from the funds of the Khilafat Committee. I take note of 
these two letters here as I have often heard this criticism. I know 
that this report is absolutely incorrect. It is simply not true that 
the Ali Brothers meet their expenses from the funds of the Khilafat 
Committee. The expenses of both, which are but meagre, are met 
by their personal friends. It could be said that both the brothers 
have become fakirs for the sake of the country and for Islam. 
What a contrast between their expenses and way of living four 
years ago and their mode of dressing and their simple diet now! 

Swadeshi 

Traitors or persons who looked only to their interests were 
responsible for our b eing enslaved and we continue to be slaves 
because we cannot give up our selfishness. At this time when the 
work of swadeshi is making rapid progress, traitors have been 
more active. I have received three complaints. Some persons in 
Bombay have been selling caps made of decaying foreign baize, 
foreign thread and foreign satin, exploiting the swadeshi move- 
ment and my name for the purpose. These caps are 'black. My ad- 
vice to those who wear swadeshi caps is that they use only white 
caps of khadi. A coloured cap does not have the dignity, 

r.iMr<i;rif<s and comfort of a white one. The latter can always 
be washed. Black caps are dirty ami they smell. Anyone who 
has any notion of cleanliness will certainly not use caps which are 
constantly absorbing perspiration. A cap lined with leather is, 
besides, not good for the brain. How can a Hindu be happy with 
a cap in t reking which leather has been used? The British use 
such caps, but only whoa going outdoors and, besides, they change 
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t frpTn frequently. We who use the same turban or cap for a number 
of years and keep one on all the time should find a leather cap 
intolerable. A khadi cap, being clean and light, is wholly harm- 
lesi. Moreover, to what better use could khadi of the coarsest variety 
be put than to making caps? One who is eager to dress himseif 
in khadi from head to foot should begin with the head straight 
away. The khadi cap Gan be used by all, the rich and the poor. 
Those who can afford will wash the khadi cap regularly, tailors 
will make designs on it and add more layers to it. By all means 
let such alterations be made, but the idea that all should have the 
same 1HnH of cap on their heads is well worth considering. The 
conclusion should be that only the khadi cap is to be regarded 
as swadeshi. Such a cap needs no stamp. A swadeshi cap should 
be one that could be identified even by children. Just as we 
can become true swarajists only by freeing ourselves from deceit 
and hypocrisy, so also should we keep away from these in the 
matter of caps. To those who are trying to sell foreign caps by 
passing them off as swadeshi, I would say that, even if they 
cannot carry on their business in an honest way, they should not 
practise dishonesty in a matter which concerns national welfare. 
There should be honour even among thieves. They do not 
practise theft amongst themselves. Some do not touch the poor. 
A great yajna is on in the country; can we not rise above the 
unworthy desire to exploit this to serve our base self-interest? I 
should tell the people without any hesitation that those who cheat 
t h e m in this manner deserve to have their shops totally boycotted. 

Swadeshi Long Cloth 

What applies to caps applies also to long cloth. I have re- 
ceived a letter from as far away as Simla in which the corres- 
pondent tells me that some people have been selling Japanese long 
cloth as swadeshi sifter rubbing off the Japanese markings, washing 
it au8 stamping it again with a Bombay marking, and that some 
textile mills are also involved in this. I hope that this time the 
mill-owners at any rate will not be a party to any treachery to 
the country. While this sacred movement is on, the country 
expects help from them. 

It is necessary that the customers, too, should be on their 
guard. If people give up being fascinated by fine cloth, there 
will be less chance of their .being cheated. People, on their own, 
will also be able to recognize swadeshi goods if they give up the 
use of variously starched materials. The way to be rid of all these 
difficulties lies in using unbleached khadi. If every town makes 
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the khadi that it needs, there would be no possibility of anyone 
cheating anyone else. 

No one eke can help the swadeshi movement as much as the 
mill-owners can. The mill-owners of Ahmedabad have brought 
glory to their name by contributing to the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
Shri Ambalal Sarabhai has enhanced their reputation by declaring 
his intention not to raise the prices, to open his own shop where 
goods will be sold to individual customers at wholesale prices and 
by helping the swadeshi movement in this way. We have not been 
able to get his full support because he has some fears about non- 
co-operation. I hope that he will be fully in the movement when 
the non-co-operator, by his self-restraint, has assured everyone that 
there is no ground for any fears. Meanwhile, the letter in which 
he conveys his decision not to raise prices will undoubtedly be of 
great help to us. I hope that following the example of Shri 
Ambalal, other mill-owners will help the swadeshi movement. 

Actually, what the dealers tell me is that not only should the 
mill-owners not raise the prices but that even the present prices 
are excessively high, higher than the prices of cloth from Japanese 
milk. Mill-owners must discuss this matter and come to a firm 
decision. 

They should ako assess the needs of the country and accept 
fewer orders from abroad. Yam, too, is being exported in large 
quantities, and this policy, perhaps, needs to be suitably revised. 
It may be, however, that this matter requires further consideration. 
So long as people abroad need our goods, we may feel that we 
should continue to supply their needs wherever we have been 
doing so. Our position k different from England’s. There k a 
kind of coercion in England’s trade with us, which k probably 
absent from our trade with other countries. This k a separate 
matter and a rather delicate one. Three things are certain beyond 
doubt. The traffic in opium k totally immoral. We have been a 
willing party to the immorality of which the Government of India 
has been guilty in thk matter. The sin of having harmed China 
will always remain on our heads. Food-grains and cotton should 
certainly not be exported until the needs of our country are fully 
met. Instead, large quantities of food-grains were exported during 
the War. So far as cotton k concerned, the magnitude of our 
guilt will become more plain in the future. 

Another matter, the last, on which we seek the mill-owners’ 
co-operation concerns the genuineness of their goods. They should 
not sell as swadeshi cloth made from foreign yam and they should 
not starch doth excessivdy. I hope that the mill-owners will dis- 



388 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

cuss these matters and come to decisions which would be in the 
interest of the country. 

Who Gains ? 

Who, apart from the rich, benefits by non-co-operation? If 
non-co-operation leads to riots or fighting, which classes of people 
will have a hand in these? 

A correspondent asks these questions. Non-co-operation could 
benefit none if it did not benefit the poor. It is a weapon which 
will benefit all and do no harm to any worthy institution or 
person. It is a weapon which helps us to defend the rights of the 
poorest of the poor. 

As non-co-operation can never lead to riotings or fightings the 
question who will have a hand in them is irrelevant. Should 
rioting or fighting break out, it will no longer be a movement of 
non-co-operation, it will have ceased to be so. If riots spread in 
the country, it will mean that the country has abandoned non-co- 
operation. Rioting and non-co-operation are incompatible things. 
Should there be trouble, the mischievous elements will believe for 
a while that they have stood to gain. Things have always hap- 
pened so. The correspondent who put the two foregoing questions 
did not remember that this was a holy fight, a movement of self- 
purification, for learning to fear God and shed fear of men. 

“In a Predicament” 

A sympathetically inclined Parsi gentleman expressed some 
doubts at the end of the meeting of Parsis. As these are worth 
considering, I briefly take note of them here. The gentleman 
argues : 

(1) Do you know that all leaders do not share your views? Perhaps you 
are not aware that, in Bombay, the common criticism against Parsis is 
none too proper, that there is malice in it. What steps have you taken, 
or propose to take, to put an end to this? 

(2) Parsis are in a predicament. They are unable to leave national work 
because of their genuine patriotic feelings; on the other hand, they find 
it difficult to endanger whatever security they enjoy at present. After 
the reins have passed out of your hands, or in the event of your death, 
the Parsis would certainly be crushed if, following a powerful national 
awakening, mutual regard does not prevail among the different classes of 
people. 

These two doubts cannot be brushed aside. If my views about 
the Parsis are my own and not shared by the people, the fear express- 
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ed by this gentleman should be taken into account. It is certainly 
true that the remarks made about the Parsis in some circles are not 
without malice. The faults of a small community like the Parsis 
are conspicuous and their virtues remain in the dark. It is, there- 
fore, always necessary for us to bear their virtues in mind. Our 
affection for people will increase only if we constantly think of 
their virtues. If we look upon the Parsis as our brothers and 
sisters, we are sure to recognize their generosity, their patience, their 
civility, their intelligence, their faith in God, their innate simpli- 
city, and shall not see in them a single fault which we do not 
find in the rest of us. I cannot think of any harm that has been 
done to India by the presence of the Parsis here. It is plain enough 
that India has been benefited by their coming. The main 
charge against them is that they have merely imitated the civili- 
zation of the West and are gradually giving up Indian culture. 
On deeper reflection, we shall see that this also is not true. I 
admit that Western civilization has had a very undesirable effect 
on them but not, relatively, more than on the Hindus and 
Muslims. However, because of their small number and because 
of the fact that they are concentrated in Bombay, the changes that 
they have adopted are more apparent, whereas Hindus and 
Muslims who, for all practical purposes, have become Englishmen 
do not stand out prominently before us as such persons are scattered 
all over the country. The truth of this statement will be fully 
realized by any Indian going to England. I saw little difference 
between Parsis, Muslims and Hindus there. All seemed perfectly 
Anglicized. 

But Now? 

Just as a change has come over Hindus and Muslims, similarly 
Parsis also have begun to change. Parsi youths have recognized 
the ideal of simplicity. Parsi girls have taken to wearing fchadi. 
Those who do not have the courage to wear khadi wear cloth 
made in Indian mills. I believe that as soon as the current 
among the Parsis changes its direction, things will change greatly 
in no time. The Parsi community has given me the impression 
that it will not turn disloyal. Being a small community, it may not 
seem to have come forward in the measure that the Hindus and 
Mu slims have done but my conviction that they are at heart 
Indians and that they love India will never be shaken. I do not 
know in what matter they have remained backward. Hindus and 
Muslims, therefore, should have regard for Parsis and should not 
always be watching their faults or pointing at them* 
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Our Parsi brethren have no cause for fear at all. One who 
has harmed no one should have no fear. The Prophet Zoroaster 
has taught us that nobility will always be rewarded by nobility. 
If a small ccmmunity may have some cause for fear, it has also 
reason to be unafraid. The Parsis, knowing that they have done 
no harm to India, should be convinced that India, in turn, will 
do them no harm. Only that community or person which wishes 
to serve itself or himself in disregard of the country’s interests has 
cause for fear. An innocent person, even if he is in a minority of 
one, has no cause for fear. Finally, I would most certainly appeal, 
in all humility, to my Parsi brothers and sisters to throw themselves 
heart and soul into this movement, seeing that it is for self-puri- 
fication. In this movement, we should trust one another and self- 
confidence is the means whereby such trust can be inspired in 
others. And self-confidence means swaraj. 

Irreverence 

A gentleman has written to me, drawing my attention to 
pictures depicting me as Krishna and has asked me to stop such 
impropriety. I have not seen a single such picture, nor do I 
wish to see any. These things seem to me to violate propriety. 
We describe Shri Krishna as the Supreme Atman in its infinit e 
perfection. We look upon him as the incarnation of God, as the 
perfect yogi of the Gita. We do not think of Lakshmi as a 
woman, like any other in this world. We describe her as the 
perfection of God’s maya , as the dhatri who sustains the world. To 
depict me in the likeness of Shri Krishna and my wife in that 
of Lakshmi is to shame us both. If, seeing these likenesses, we come 
to cherish notions about ourselves, we shall be guilty of sin. I am 
fully aware of my imperfections. I am but a humble creature as- 
piring after mokska and striving towards perfection. My wife is 
just an ordinary woman who strives to keep pace with her hus- 
band, suffering in innumerable ways as she does so. Our domestic 
life, I believe, is a happy one, but I have no other desire except 
to go to my final rest while doing my duty on the path of service. 
I am not at all enamoured of the adoration of the world and my 
work' has no such aim. Its only aim is my welfare. The self in 
me assures me that I do everything in the belief that it is my 
dharma to act as I do and, when any action is undertaken as 
bring required by one’s dharma, there can be no expectation of the 
world’s adoration by way of reward. I feel extreme aversion to 
giving a single moment for receiving adoration. It does not, 
therefore, please me even to see my pictures being sold. To see 
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myself^ then, being depicted in the likeness of any perfect man or 
my wife in that of a perfect woman cannot but be intolerable to 
me. Those who have been selling such pictures will put me under 
their obligation if they destroy them. People who wish to honour 
me can do so only by loyally acting upon the principles which I 
have placed before the public. Those who pay me lip service or 
who collect my pictures while ignoring my principles insult me 
and people who represent me by holy images are guilty of irreve- 
rence. A wise man of old has said that no man should be 
called good before he is dead. He alone can attain moksha who, 
even in the face of death, does not cease thinking of God; he alone 
can be called good who does not forsake his goodness till his 
death. 

One Doubt 

Two gentlemen from Bhavnagar have inquired, who can attend 
the Congress as delegates: 

Cannot those who have not joined non-co-operation attend as delegates? 

After all, the Congress is a national organisation. 

This is quite true. When the voters are all non-co-operators, 
a co-operator is not likely to be elected as a delegate. If the 
Congress has voting members who are in favour of co-operation 
and if their votes add up to a majority, of if they can collect 
sufficient votes to elect a delegate who advocates co-operation, 
they may certainly do so and the election would be perfectly legal. 

Another Doubt 

A gentleman from Bombay asks : 

If the Dheds and the Bhangis start going in for education, they will want to 

take up jobs or get into business; who will then do their work? 

There are other questions also in this letter, but I do not 
give them as the answer to these is contained in the answer to the 
foregoing question. This question itself shows the frightfulness of 
untouchability as we understand it today. There is nothing but 
scorn of untouchables in our everyday behaviour towards them. 
I think the very notion that education would make them give up 
being sweepers is wrong. The reason for it, however, lies in 
ourselves. We look down on the profession of a Bhangi, but, in 
feet, it is sacred work as it is concerned with cleanliness. A 
mother is regarded with all the greater feeling of sanctity be- 
cause she removes the faeces of the child. We respect a woman 
who nurses the sick and is engaged in removing things which 
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smell most offensively. Should we not worship the person who 
always cleans our lavatories and thereby helps us to remain free 
from disease? By treating such persons as low, we have sunk 
low ourselves. Anyone pushing another into a well himself falls 
into it along with the other. We have no right, thus, to look down 
on the Bhangis and others like them as belonging to low castes. 

Even though Bhoja Bhagat was a Mochi, we sing his devotional 
songs with love and revere him. Which reader of the Ramayana 
does not worship the hunter for his devotion to Rama? Moreover, 
if Bhangis and others give up their profession, we need not oppose 
them or get alarmed. We shall not be fit for swaraj so long as 
we seek to force any work on people. We should learn to keep 
our lavatories clean. They will be as clean as our reading-room 
when we feel ashamed of keeping them dirty. The filth in our 
lavatories, the foul odour and the gases which are generated in 
consequence are a blot on our culture and bespeak our ignorance 
of the laws of hygiene. The condition of our lavatories is a proof 
of our unworthy attitude to the Antyajas and the cause of many 
of the diseases from which we suffer. The idea that contact with 
members of other communities will make us lose our caste or 
defile us betrays our weakness. Contact is unavoidable so long 
as we are in the world, and the test of the reality of dharma for 
us lies in our remaining pure in spite of it. The way of com- 
passion requires that we educate the Bhangis and other communities 
like them to be clean, that we work for their advancement and 
treat them with respect. To do this, it is not necessary to sit down 
to meals with any member of such communities; what is required 
is a change of heart. 

Old Age — A Ground of Criticism? 

A reader who calls himself “A Student of Navajivari” writes: 

Two of the foremost scholars of Gujarat have, at an advanced age, and 
when the country is in such predicament, accepted posts of professors of 
Gujarati in Government colleges l I had certainly expected that you 
would comment on this unhappy event but, after vainly scanning two 
consecutive issues of Navajivan , I feel disappointed and am astonished 
at your silence in this matter. I am sure you have thought over this mat- 
ter and have deliberately decided to refrain from making ■ any comments. 
If you enlighten us by giving us your reasons, I and many others who 
perhaps feel as I do will remain puzzled no lo.nger, 

i 

The “Student’s” guess is correct. I have deliberately re- 
frained from commenting. I was indeed pained by two of our 
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elderly scholars accepting Government posts. But how can one 
criticize their action ? There can be no rule against the aged be- 
coming professors nor any that all old men should be non-co- 
operators. Then, we cannot say that men of learning can never 
be in favour of co-operation. If, thus, the old and the learned 
k a . V f ri g ht to support co-operation, on what ground can we 
criticize their action? That men of age and learning see nothing 
wrong in accepting Government posts will certainly give something 
like a shock to non-co-operators and make them pause and think . 
But, then, even among the non-co-operators there are some old 
and learned men and I believe, therefore, that we need not think 
too much about the matter. I think both these learned men have 
accepted Government posts after careful deliberation and not be- 
cause they were tempted by any thought of personal gain. Hence, 
“Student 55 and others who feel like him are not justified in blaming 
these two elderly gentlemen. To me, the surprise expressed by 
“Student 55 seems to suggest lack of tolerance. Others, especially 
our elders, should have the same freedom of thought and action 
which we claim for ourselves. 

Enemy in Guise of Friend 

I read a postcard received by the editor of Prajamitra . It is 
written from Ahmedabad. It is signed, but has no address on 
it. The signatory is a Muslim gentleman. Its language will hardly 
bear being reproduced. It abuses the editor for criticizing my 
views. I hope that the writer of this postcard, whoever he is and 
whatever his community, will read this note. The writer, profess- 
ing to be a friend, has acted like an enemy. We shall not be able 
to advance the cause of the Khilafat or swaraj by threatening or 
abusing anyone in this maimer. If we wish to advance them, we 
should learn civility and humility. If the editor of Prajamitra 
disagrees with some one, how can he in any way be criticized 
for that? Newspapers would have no value if their editors did not 
have the right to express their views freely. We want the removal 
of all restrictions imposed by the Government on newspapers ; should 
we, then, tolerate people imposing restrictions by means of threats? 
We may try to change peopled views and their attitudes by love, 
by persuasion and by example. Threats will not succeed. Every- 
one, therefore, and specially a non-co-operator, should improve his 
language, purify his thoughts and make them gentler. How can 
anyone whose tongue is sanctified by uttering God’s name, in whose 
heart dwells God, have unworthy words on that tongue and un- 
worthy thoughts in that heart even for a moment ? Any person who 
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joins the army of non-co-operators with a foul tongue and an evil 
mind or heart, though he may claim to be a friend, acts like 
an enemy. 

Limits of Untouchability 1 

It is not necessary for me to add a single word to this 
article. My attacks are not directed against untouchability as 
interpreted by Shastriji. By all means we may take a bath after 
coming into contact with an unclean person. I have employed 
strong language only against untouchability as it is practised and 
which is inspired by sheer malevolence. If all Vaishnavas come to 
share Shastriji’s views, I shall have no quarrel with them. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 17-7-1921 


192. SPEECH AT MEETING OF WEAVERS, BOMBAY 2 

July 17, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said it was not the first time he had come to Madanpura, 
for two years ago he had been there to see their work. But this meeting was for 
a different purpose altogether. When he had come there last there was no 
fear about the Khilafat question and they were sure of getting justice at the 
hands of their rulers, because the Prime Minister of Great Britain had promis- 
ed to do the right thing by them. But the British Government had done a great 
deal of harm to the Mohammedans, and until their grievances were righted, their 
minds could not be at rest. On account of the doings of the Government in 
Punjab, the minds of the people were also very much disturbed. As long as a 
single sepoy could not be stopped by the Indians from being sent to foreign 
countries to fight for the British, so long could they not be said to have real 
power in their hands. They had found a powerful weapon now, and that was 
non-co-operation, and the Congress had laid down in definite terms what they 
should do in that regard. But the response of the people had not been great, 
for they had not given up their titles, and they had not boycotted the schools 
or the law-courts. Therefore, he said that the people had not done their duty. 
But, in spite of this, the prestige of the Government had gone, for people now 
did not set much store by Government titles; people had been attending the 
law-courts not because these were good or they were sure of getting justice 
there, but because they were a sign of their degradation and their fall. 

1 The comments which follow were appended to an article on this subject 
by Vasantram Shastri. 

2 Held on Sunday night at Madanpura, under the auspices of the Byculla 
Congress Committee 
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The duty before the weavers was clear and that was to hejp the swadeshi 
movement to the best of their ability. If the weavers could help the movement 
they could bring back prosperity to the country. It was most unfortunate 
that the weavers were using foreign yam; he appealed to them to give up 
the use of foreign yam, and use only swadeshi and hand-spun yam. Not only 
should they use the fine counts but also the lower counts of hand-spun yam. 
In no country did weavers use mill-made yam. They used the fine counts but 
also the lower counts of hand-spun yam. In no country in the world, not 
even in Japan, were there such weavers as they had in India. He was proud 
to be a weaver himself, because on them the prosperity of this country de- 
pended. Whenever anybody asked him to what profession he belonged, he proud- 
ly told him that he was a cultivator and a weaver, but not a barrister. The 
weavers could bring prosperity to this country by using hand-spun yam and 
they should not think that by using it they would be ruining themselves. The 
present was not the time either for showing their skill or putting cm fine 
clothes. They had to wear rough clothes until swaraj was theirs and Khlla- 
fat and Punjab wrongs were redressed. If they would but try, they could easily 
weave cloth from the hand-spun yam, and he hoped that, as long as hand- 
made yam was available, they must not think that they would be getting 
lower wages by hand-spun yam; he assured them that they would earn as much 
as they were earning now. He asked them to give up the stock of foreign yam 
which they might have on their hands. On the first of August 1 he did not 
want to see anyone wearing foreign clothes, and he would request anyone 
who wanted to go to Chowpatty on that day not to go there if he had any 
foreign clothes on him. He asked the weavers to meet Mr. Mahomed Ali and 
Mr. Khatri and discuss their difficulties with him. If they could boycott foreign 
clothes by the end of August, they could easily get swaraj. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 19 - 7-1921 


1 This was the date fixed for the inauguration of the campaign for boy- 
cott of foreign doth. 
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Bombay, 

July 18 [. 1921 ] 

MY DEAR CHARLIE, 

I am neglecting you if not writing to you can be called a 
neglect of duty. You are ever with me in spirit. I had thought 
you were in Simla. I have not seen Stokes’ open letter. But 
this week’s Y.I. will have a leading article on begar 1 and on the 
position of women. 2 3 I have dealt with your message to Bengal 
in the the matter. 

Do please get well. Give my love to Gurudev and tell me 
how he is keeping in health. 

With love, 

Yours , 
Mohan 

[PS.] Polak has lost his sister Sally. 

From a photostat: G.N. 1309 and G.N. 2639 


194. SPEECH AT MEETING OF MUSLIM WOMEN , 

BOMBAY 2 


July 19, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi rose to address the meeting. ... He said that he had 
long connections with Mussulmans and that the gentleman who took him to 
Africa for the first time was a Muslim friend. He regarded all those present 
to be his sisters. All their efforts for the attainment of swaraj were meant for 
safeguarding their religion and there was no distinction whatsoever in his 
mind between the Hindus and the Muslims. 

The Mahatma said that, in his opinion, all religions were good. Sometimes 
mistakes crept into religion at the instance of some misguided followers. 
Whatever was written in the holy Koran was all good, and there was truth in all 


1 Forced unpaid labour; vide “The Shadow of Simla”, 21-7-1921. 

2 Vide “Position of Women”, 21-7-1921. 

3 The meeting, attended by over 500 Muslim women, was held at Nepean 
Sea Road in the afternoon. Gandhiji spoke in Hindustani. 
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religions. They all stood op for the cause of Islam and they did not want 
at all a Satanic raj in the world. 

In the Satanic raj he could not do any good. He had received a tele- 
gram from Aligarh that afternoon intimating him that Mr. Sherwani had been 
sent to jail notwithstanding the fact that he was working for peace. There 
might arise an occasion when all good men might be sent to jail, and everybody 
should be ready for that occasion. In Africa, Hindus and Muslims, regard- 
less of sex, went to jail and preserved the honour of their country. Those 
who were steeped in luxury would be unable to bear jail life where they 
would not get tea ten times a day and would not get fine clothes. 

For the sake of your religion you should give up all luxury 
and begin to wear khadi. Until India gets swaraj and the 
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs are righted, everybody should 
regard foreign cloth as not permissible. When we get swaraj, 
we would be able to prepare all kinds of swadeshi doth and so 
you shall have to give up all luxury for six months. 

He was very happy to hear of the spinning of Mrs. Haji Yousuf Sobhani. 
They should all keep the charkha near them as they kept their sons 
in their laps. Remembering God in their heart, they should spin on the 
charkha for the sake of swaraj and Khilafat at least for some hours every 
day. By the charkha not only the honour of Indian womanhood would be pre- 
served, but they would be in a position to earn an independent living within 
doors. They could do more for the cause of their country by the oharVTia 
than by the sword. Many Indians got about Rs. 8 to Rs. 15 a month which 
was not quite sufficient for the maintenance of their families. In Bijapur, Bahen 
Ganga introduced two thousand charkhas into the homes of poor Indians, and 
as a result of this they were getting good and commendable hand-spun yam 
from that place and they (the poor Indians) were earning thereby an in- 
dependent living. 

Continuing, the Mahatma said that they could manufacture the best Dacca 
muslin formerly, but owing to the present Government, their weavers were in a 
sorry plight and were quite unable to do their professional work. They should 
not go to Manchester for fine cloth. One Indian woman had given him an 
embroidered sari weighing about twelve seers and if they could wear saris of 
such weight, why could they not wear saris made of khaddar ? Women could 
undergo greater pains and trouble than men and therefore nothing prevented 
them from the free use of the khadi. Mrs. Mazhar-ul-Huq gave him four 
bangles of diamond. Such a sacrifice showed, that swaraj was coming nearer 
for women loved their ornaments very much. That woman was beautiful who 
had got in her heart the idea of God. They should give up all outward signs of 
beauty. They should not go to Japan, France and China for fine cloth. They 
should all pray for the success of Hindus and Muslims, but their prayers would 
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be effective when they had pure hearts and bodies covered with swadeshi cloth. 
That was a difficult resolution. But if they once determined to resort to it, 
it would be very easy indeed. 

Concluding, the Mahatma exhorted those present by saying that they either 
should bum foreign cloth or send it to Smyrna. He thanked them for inviting 
him and giving him a patient hearing. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 20*7-1921 

195. SPEECH AT MEETING OF LIQJJOR CONTRACTORS, 

BOMBAY i 


July 19, 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said he had told them on the last occasion that picketing was 
in the hands of the Congress Committee and that he could but advise them what 
they should do. They, however, knew the result of his advice. Some of the 
contractors had already seen the petition which was intended to be sent to 
the Government and, as they were not non-co-operators, there was not the least 
objection in their doing so. If they were non-co-operators they would not have 
liquor shops. The contractors had a perfect right to petition the Government. 
It was suggested that they were servants. Even if they were, there was still 
nothing wrong about their asking the Government for a refund of the fees 
they had paid to it. It was impossible for Government forcibly to close 
their shops. For that they would have to pass a new law. But the contractors 
could do so on receiving a refund of their fees. 

They knew about the Dharwar and Aligarh tragedies and he wanted to tell 
them that the liquor shops were most responsible for the deaths of so many 
people. Mr. Sherwani of Aligarh was one of the mostly well-known and respec- 
table persons of that place; he belonged to the Muslim nobility and was a Cam- 
bridge graduate. He had received a telegram from Aligarh that Mr. Sher- 
wani had also been arrested yesterday. Mr. Sherwani had done his best to pacify 
the crowd; he had done his best to keep them peaceful; but he had refused to 
‘mb the nose’. He had kept up the spirits of the people and he was arrested. 
Who was responsible for all this trouble? The whole trouble began with picket- 
ing. Mr. Gangadharrao Deshpande had sent him a telegram from Belgaum 
that he and other friends had been ordered not to picket the shops in the 
Cantonment there and Mr. Deshpande had asked his advice whether they 
should disobey this order. His advice to Mr. Deshpande was that, although the 
order was illegal, he must obey it and that restraint would fit them for civil 
disobedience. He thought it was the duty of the liquor vendors* to bow to the 

1 Held under the auspices of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha at the Marwadi 
Vidyalaya Hall 
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wishes of crores of their countrymen. By closing their shops they would bene- 
fit their country, and what was good for their country was also good for them. 
He knew it for a fact that some of the contractors were in a bad financial 
condition and it was the duty of the community to see what they could do for 
these people. But they must admit that, by keeping their shops open, the 
vendors were doing a disservice to their country. 

Mr. Gandhi warned the contractors that if nothing was done at the end 
of August there would be great trouble. When picketing was resumed it would 
be taken up seriously. The picketers would welcome imprisonment and even be 
shot rather than give up their adopted task. He felt that the shops must be 
closed even if there were rivers of blood by reason of the picketers not stop- 
ping at the Government’s bidding. He could not promise the contractors that 
picketing would not begin afresh in the month of August, for what they had 
undertaken to do they must successfully accomplish, at whatever cost it might 
be. He had already received letters complaining that he had not done right 
in stopping picketing. He was blamed for giving weak advice to the All Bro- 
thers, he was blamed for stopping the satyagraha movement and now he was 
blamed for stopping picketing. Whatever advice he had given to the Ali Bro- 
thers it was not of weakness, but of strength, and so it was regarding satya- 
graha and picketing. He therefore, beseeched the liquor-dealers to listen to 
the nation’s cry and prevent the impending sacrifice. He would welcome death 
in the act of picketing rather than from disease. And he had no doubt there 
were many who were prepared to do likewise. 

At the end of his speech he invited the contractors to ask him any ques- 
tions they liked and appealed to them to do their duty by the country at this 
moment. 

Mr. Maneckji Baria said there was dishonesty in every profession and 
not among the liquor sellers only. The question before them was who was to 
close the shops and when? The liquor business had been going on for 
thousands of years and it was not possible to stop it all at once. They should 
close the shops gradually. There was no shame or dishonesty in any 
profession, if it were but followed honestly. Everybody had to look after 
his own interests, and even Mr. Gandhi who was the soul of swadeshism would 
not prefer a country cart, if he had to go to Colaba, but a fast foreign victoria. 
They could only stop drinking by inducing the people to give up the habit and 
by no other means. They had already applied to Government for a refund 
and as soon as they got it they would stop their shops. Government could 
only assess their losses on the total sales of the whole year and not of a part 
of it. He would ask Mr. Gandhi this question: he had said he would get 
swaraj by the end of September and in that case, could they not pass a law 
and stop the sale of liquor? From what date did Mr. Gandhi want shops to 
be stopped? 

Mr. Gandhi : From today (Laughter and cheers.) 
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Mr. Baria said if Mr. Gandhi wanted to stop the trade from today he 
should be a God! 

Mr. Gandhi said he wanted the thing to be done today, but the question 
was could he do so? He wanted many things to be done, but he might not 
be able to do them! 

Mr. Gandhi, in replying 1 2 , said he hoped they had made a further ad* 
vance at this meeting. He asked them to sign their names in the memorial 
only if they wished to do so. About rivers of blood flowing in the month of 
September he said there would be many men like Mr. Sherwani, Mr. Mahomed 
Ali and himself to do picketing and if they were arrested hundreds of other 
people would replace them. If even those were arrested thousands of his 
countrymen would be forthcoming ready to sacrifice their lives and the only 
thing the Government could do was to shoot them and shed their blood. 
What had happened at Dharwar and Aligarh ? Perhaps the crowd had thrown 
stones at Dharwar. The reply was bullets. That was the custom in India. 
A dangerous situation was bound to arise when the people were pressed bet- 
ween the Government, the contractors and the drinkers. Therefore, he had 
said that rivers of blood would flow in September unless the shops were 
closed. In the end he asked them to see Mr. Bharucha in the matter of the 
memorial and consult him. 

The Bombay Chronicle 9 20-7-1921 


196. LETTER TO K. P. JAGASIA BROTHERS * 

| Bombay, 

[After July 19 , 192 1\ 

DEAR sms, 

With reference to your letter of the 19th July last, I am 
unable to advise you except to say that you should do what every 
merchant is doing* The idea of raffle does not commend itself 
to me* 

Tours truly , 

From a photostat : S.N. 7580 


1 To questions from the audience 

2 Jagasia Brothers, General Import and Export merchants of Karachi, 
had written to Gandhiji, complaining of heavy losses in business and stock of 
foreign cloth lying idle due to the swadeshi movement. They had sought 
Gandhiji*s advice as to how to meet their liabilities and asked whether he 
would approve of their disposing of unsold stocks through a lottery. 



197 . TELEGRAM TO BELGAUM PICKETERS 

July 20, 1921 

OBEY EVEN THE ILLEGAL ORDER AGAINST PICKETING, AS THAT 
WILL SURELY IN THE FUTURE STRENGTHEN THE CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT. TRY HARD TO BOYCOTT FOREIGN 
CLOTH. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 

198. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETINGS, POONA 1 

July 20, 1921 

Addressing a mass meeting in the Camp, Mahatma Gandhi said not an 
inch of cloth must be imported from foreign lands. In days gone by, India 
used to manufacture more than sufficient quantity of cloth. The Indian cotton 
industry was ruined by the servants of the East India Company. The imported 
cloth cost them Rs. 60,00,00,000. They must be prepared to wear khadi and 
spin cotton. They must encourage the weavers to take up swadeshi yam for 
weaving into cloth. Swadeshi was a religion. Swaraj was an impossibility 
without rigorous obedience to this religion. 

Coming to picketing, the Mahatma said that picketing was a great and 
good movement, but drunkards must not be belaboured. They must not be 
abused. Volunteers should be strictly non-violent. Liquor merchants should 
close down their shops. The country wanted to get rid of drink; the latter had 
turned drunkards into devils. The Mahatma concluded by appealing to the 
audience to take to swadeshi in right earnest. 2 

Mr. Gandhi, in addressing the meeting, said that foreign cloth included 
cloth woven of foreign yam, and asked all to be careful and scrupulous about 
it. He reminded the audience of Lokamanya Tilak’s sufferings in the cause of 
freedom and asked them to imbibe his spirit. He said he was indifferent to 
boycott of schools and of law courts as it attained its object, but he insisted 
upon Hindu-Mohamedan unity, non-violence, and mainly upon the boycott 
of foreign cloth. If they could but succeed in this boycott by the end of 

1 Earlier Gandhiji unveiled a bust of Tilak and paid tributes to him. He 
also addressed meetings of women and Khilafat workers. 

2 The paragraphs which follow are taken from two reports of Gandhiji’s 
speech at a second public meeting held on Shanwarwada grounds which 
unanimously resolved to adopt swadeshi and boycott foreign cloth. The first 
paragraph is from a report in The Bomba? Chronicle , 22-7-1921. 
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August, swaraj was virtually obtained. He paid compliments to Maharashtra 
and asked them to have faith. 

Addressing a huge mass meeting on Shanwarwada grounds, the Mahatma 
said that that was a sacred day. They had assembled there to celebrate the 
anniversary of TilakMaharaj. He was the teacher of the great mantra of swaraj. 
Swadeshi was the simplest possible method to obtain swaraj. It would clothe 
the naked and feed the hungry. Twenty millions of Indians were half-starved. 
Maharashtra was wise, Maharashtra possessed learning, Maharashtra would 
spare no sacrifice but, continued the Mahatma, Maharashtra lacked in faith. 
Swaraj within a year was a certainty if Maharashtra would take to 
swadeshism with unflinching faith. Concluding, the Mahatma hoped that 
Maharashtra would prove worthy of Tilak Maharaj. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 24 - 7-1921 


199. SPEECH AT OPENING OF COLLEGE BUILDING, 

POONA 


July 20, 1921 

While opening the buildings of Tilak Mahavidyalaya, Mahatma Gandhi, 
after an introductory speech by the Secretary, Prof. Gharpure, said that national 
schools and colleges had been started all over the country. He paid a special 
compliment to Bihar, for the latter, having suddenly shaken off sloth and 
slumber, had practically succeeded in carrying out almost all the items of the 
N.G.O. programme. Mr. G. R. Das had provided for the Bengal N.G.O. 
“ students, and his sacrifice in that respect was simply unparalleled. Gujarat 
also had a national university. But, proceeded the Mahatma, the latter in- 
stitutions in point of the system of education [sfc«] . He was glad to see that pro- 
vision for commercial and industrial training was made in the Tilak Maha- 
vidyalaya. That was, no doubt, a special feature of the institution. The fact, 
therefore, that the Mahavidyalaya was not a mere imitation of the Government 
institutions would suffice to silence The Times of India henceforth. In con- 
clusion, he hoped that the Vidyalaya would produce students worthy of the 
name of him after whom it had been christened. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 24 - 7-1921 



200. NOTES 
Some Ifs 

If you are a weaver feeling for the country, the Khilafat and 
the Punjab: 

(1) You should weave only hand-spun yarn, and charge so 
as to give you a living. You should overcome all the difficulties of 
sizing and adjusting your loom to the requirements of coarse yam. 

(2) If you cannot possibly tackle hand-spun yam for warp, 
you must use Indian mill-spun yarn for it and use hand-spun for 
woof. 

(3) Where even the second alternative is not possible, you 
should use mill-spun yarn for both warp and woof. 

But you should henceforth cease to use any foreign yam, 
whether it is silk or cotton. 

If you are a Congress official or worker, you should get hold of the 
weavers within your jurisdiction, and place the foregoing proposi- 
tions before them for acceptance and help them to the best of your 
ability. 

If you are a buyer, insist upon the first class of cloth, but if 
you have not the sense or the courage to do so, take up the 
second or the third, but on no account purchase foreign cloth or 
cloth woven in India but made of foreign yam. 

If you are a householder : 

(1) You should make a fixed determination henceforth not 
to buy any foreign cloth. 

(2) You should interview the weaver in your neighbourhood 
and get him to weave for you enough khadi out of homespun and, 
failing that, to weave out of Indian mill-spun yam. 

(3) You should deliver to the Congress Committee all your 
foreign cloth for destruction or sending to Smyrna or elsewhere 
outside India. 

(4) If you have not the courage to give up your foreign 
cloth, you may wear it out at home for all dirty work, but never 
go out in foreign cloth. 

(5) If you have any leisure, you should devote it to learn- 
ing the art of spinning even, properly-twisted yam for the sake of 
the nation. 

If you are a schoolboy or schoolgirl, you should consider it a 
sin to receive literary training before you have spun, carded or 
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woven for the nation for at least four hours per day till the esta- 
blishment of swaraj. 

Congress Committees 

People are asking me whether one crore members have been 
placed on the Congress register. I have not the accurate figures 
before me, but I do know that we have nearly reached the figure, 
if we can be satisfied with the mere mechanical registration. Let us, 
however, understand the implication. It is that we have one crore 
men and women who believe in and wish to work for the Congress 
creed. Boycott of foreign cloth is the acid test. If we have one 
crore of men and women of one mind in India, we must have an 
ocular proof of it in our streets and villages. Do we see as we walk 
about that one out of every thirty men and women is dressed in 
khadi or at least swadeshi? Do the majority of those who make 
our audiences present the appearance of swadeshi? The answer 
must be a reluctant but an emphatic no. I would, therefore, 
advise all Congress organizations to mind nothing but swadeshi 
till we have brought about a complete boycott of foreign cloth. In 
order to be able to do this, it is high time that every Congress 
worker dressed himself or herself in coarse khadi. That must be 
the swaraj soldier’s uniform. I am looking forward to the All-India 
Congress Committee meeting, hoping that the members will bear 
on their persons the mark of soldiership. If we are to attain com- 
plete boycott, say, by the 31st August, the Congress organizations 
must become carding, spinning and weaving institutes. Congress 
workers must become experts in carding, spinning and weaving. 
Let them not write helplessly to the Ashram at Sabarmati for in- 
formation and guidance. Thank God, every province has now some 
knowledge of these processes. The workers in each province must 
befriend carders (pinjaras ), spinners and weavers, learn the trade 
from them, so that they may be able to protect it and not com- 
pete with them. Let them also befriend carpenters and blacksmiths 
for charkhas and spindles. Let them stock sufficient khadi and 
sell it at cost price, the cost to include the expense of running the 
store. In other words, every Congress office must, for the time be- 
ing, be an arsenal for the storage and manufacture of peaceful am- 
munition. Is this a ludicrous or impossible demand? Was not 
every available hand in England, France and Germany working 
for farthering the objects of the War? If we believe that swaraj 
is unattainable without swadeshi, does it not follow that we must 
ceaselessly and intelligently devote our attention to boycott, 
manufacture and distribution to the almost entire 'exclusion of every 
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other activity? All meetings, and all declamation at our meetings:, 
when they are held, must be stopped. We must consider our weak- 
nesses and shortcomings rather than contemplate the rulers. 
Contemplation of the latter can only breed hatred, weakness and 
helplessness. That of the former and consequent action will give 
us courage, strength and hope. If, therefore, we hold meetings, 
they must be simply business meetings to demonstrate the neces- 
sity of boycott and manufacture, and to show the way thereto. 

The Coming A.I.C.C. Meeting 

Much depends upon the coming meeting of the All-India 
Congress Committee. We have no time for wrangling or idle dis- 
cussion. We must be able to say whether India can be organized 
during the next few months for the establishment of swaraj and 
vindication of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs, whether we 
are of one mind on the essentials of success, and whether we are 
prepared to work heart and soul therefor. It is to be hoped that 
responsible officials in their respective provinces will come pre- 
pared with figures as to 

(a) the amount of the Tilak Swaraj Fund, 

(b) the number of members on the Congress register, 

(c) the number of charkhas in working order, and their 
total output to-date, 

(d) the number of carders, 

(e) the number of weavers of (1) hand-spun, (2) Indian- 
mill-spun and (3) foreign yam, 

(f) the number of importers of foreign cloth. 

They will also come prepared to give the necessary informa- 
tion on the prospects of civil disobedience and suspension of pay- 
ment of taxes. 

The Committee meeting, I hope, will be business-like and chary 
of wasting a single moment of national time in vain discussion. 

Mill-made Khadi 

A correspondent draws my attention to the fact that there is 
now on the market khadi made in our mills and even brought from 
Japan. I find it difficult to believe this. Has commerce fallen so 
low that it must intrude upon even sacred soil? Our mills have 
enough work for their machines without trying to take the bread 
out of the mouths of the poor workers in their cottages. But let 
the consumer beware. Hand-spun is unmistakable, especially when 
it is unbleached and unwashed. Let him beware of cloth that looks 
like mill-made and is yet claimed to be hand-spun and hand-woven. 
The fact is that hand-spun has and ought to have an individuality 



406 THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI 

about it. It must have a finish peculiar to it, and it should never 
have the dead glossiness of mill-made cloth. Hand-spun khadi 
has a roughness that is soothing. Hand-made khadi is absorb- 
ent, light, pleasant to the touch, and it cannot be produced at 
4 annas a yard without sweating both the weaver and the spinners, 
unless it is manufactured entirely from waste when it is flimsy 
and wears away after a few washes. And it is best always to buy 
from stores one knows. The Congress Committees in Bombay and 
Ahmedabad have taken to certifying stores where pure khadi can 
be purchased at reasonable prices. Only that is khadi whose 
warp and woof are hand-spun and which is hand-woven. 

The “Kirpan” 

The kirpan — the Sikh scimitar — is for the Sikh, “what,” says 
the Secretary of the Sikh Young Men’s Association, “the sacred 
thread is to the Brahmin.” And now the Punjab Government is 
trying to divest the Sikhs of their ‘sacred thread’ by restricting its 
length and breadth. Much as I abhor the possession or the use 
of arms, I cannot reconcile myself to forcible prohibition. As I 
said three years ago, this forcible disarmament of a people will 
be regarded by history as one of the blackest sins committed by the 
British Government against India. If people want to possess arms, 
they ought to have them without ado. But, in the case of the Sikhs, 
who have held kirpans without let or hindrance all these years, 
the crime is worse. The Secretary has no difficulty in proving that 
this war against the kirpan has synchronized with repressive mea- 
sures adopted against this brave community. The reason too is 
obvious. The Sikhs have attained political consciousness. They 
are not content merely to kill at the bidding of their officers. 
They want to weigh the pros and cons of a cause in which they 
are called upon to fight. Above all, they want to know where they 
‘come in’. They want to become equal partners. This is intolerable, 
and they must be put down. The bravest among them have, as the 
Government imagine, been silenced. I can only hope that, rather 
than surrender their sacred weapon, the Sikhs will court im- 
prisonment. We cannot learn discipline by compulsion. We must 
learn not to use arms or to use them with responsibility and self- 
restraint, notwithstanding the right to possess them. 

The Beauty of It 

By the kind permission of Pandit Motilal Nehru, I reproduce 
the following instructive and entertaining description, word for 
word, of his life at Ramgadh whece he was recently recuperating: 
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The climate and the surroundings of the little hilltop on which I 
am perched ail by myself save for one servant has agreed with me re- 
markably. There is a trace of asthma and cough still left, but it is bound 
to disappear with returning health and strength. The only pity is that 
I am not allowed sufficient time for the after-cure, and this is due to the 
past sins of professional life which are still following me. Out of the hundreds 
of briefs on my hands when I suspended practice, there were two which 
I could not give up. One of these cases came on immediately before 
S amp’s 1 marriage, and was to a certain extent responsible for the break- 
down of my health, and the other is now interfering with my rest-cure* 
It is a long original trial and begins on the 5th of July requiring three or 
four days’ previous study. I am trying to have it shunted off after the all- 
India meeting in Lucknow, but have provisionally fixed the 30th June 
as the date of my departure from Ramgadh. If I am only allowed a 
couple of weeks more, I can promise you that I would be as strong as a 
bull, but perhaps it is not safe for a non-violent non-co-operator to be 
so strong in body. 

You will be interested to know the kind of life I am leading here. 
In the good( ?) old days, two kitchen establishments — one English and the 
other Indian — accompanied me in the hills. After chotahazri in camp, 
we would start off for the jungle with a full equipment of rifles, shot guns 
and ammunition, and on occasions, with quite a little army of beaters 
and killed such innocent creatures as came on our way till late in the 
afternoon — lunch and tea being served in the jungle with as much punc- 
tilious care as at home. A hearty dinner awaited our return to camp, 
and, after doing full justice to it, we slept the sleep of the just! There 
was nothing to disturb the even tenor of life except occasional annoyance 
at a stupid miss which saved the life of some poor beast. And now — the 
brass cooker (purchased in Delhi when we were all there for the opening 
of the Tibbia GoHege) has taken the place of the two kitchens, a solitary 
servant, not over-intelligent, that of the old retinue, three small bags 
containing rice, dal and masala that of the mule loads of provisions (I 
shall never excuse Kamla 2 for making these bags of bideshfi cloth instead 
of khadi) — one square meal of rice, dal, vegetables, sometimes khir (milk 
and rice cooked together) in the middle of the day, that of breakfast, 
lunch and dinner a Vanglaise — lots of fruit with morning and afternoon 
tea and an occasional egg or two when available. The shikar has given 
place to long walks and the rifles and guns to books, magazines and news- 
papers (the favourite book being Edwin Arnold’s Song Celestial which is 

1 Vijayalakshmi Pandit 

2 Jawaharlal Nehru’s wife 

3 Foreign 
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now undergoing a third reading). When it rains hard, as it is doing new, 
there is nothing but to write silly letters like this. “What a fall, mycountry- 
men!” But really I have never enjoyed life better. Only the rice has 
given out, and I have applied Brahmin-like for a dole from the ministerial 
stores of Jagatnarayan 1 who happens to be near. 

Young India , 21-7-1921 


201. THE SHADOW OF SIMLA 

If proof were wanted that the movement of non-co-operation 
is neither anti-British nor anti-Christian, we have the instance of 
Mr. Stokes, a nationalized British subject and staunch Christian, 
devoting his all to the eradication of the evil of begar. Mr. Stokes 
is a convinced non-co-operator and Congressman. I think I am 
right in saying that he has come to it by slow degrees. No Indian 
is giving such battle to the Government as Mr. Stokes. He has 
veritably become the guide, philosopher and friend of the hill- 
men. The reader should know that begar is going on under the 
shadow of Simla, under the Viceroy’s nose as it were. And yet 
Lord Reading is powerless to remedy the mischief. I have no doubt 
that he is willing enough. But he cannot carry the district officers 
and others with him. And some of the officials are so unscrupulous 
that if they cannot have their way in the territories directly ad- 
ministered, they do so through the native States. Now, on the 
hills near Simla there are small native States in which the British 
officer is all-powerful, more so in his own jurisdiction than the 
Viceroy. He can make the states do as he wills, and yet profess 
to be unconnected with their doings. There is one such state under 
the Court of Wards. And it is here that, through the influence of 
the Deputy Commissioner of Simla, repression is going on in order 
to suppress the begar movement. The chosen way, which, as a Parsi 
friend corrected me, dates not from British days but from Adam’s, 
is to lop off tall poppies. The axe must be laid at the root. And 
so the most efficient and cultured of the poor hillmen named 
Kapur Singh has been under lock , and key. Here is a graphic 
description of the way evidence was collected: 

People were subjected to a reign of terror. The Simla police were 

brought, a number of them arrested all the people scared by threats of 


i Eminent lawyer who was a member of the Hunter Committee j vide Vol. 
XVI. 



POSITION OF WOMEN 409 

machine-guns and Kala-pani. ... It was in such an atmosphere that 
the evidence for the prosecution was collected. 

This reminds one of the Punjab martial law days. 

Naturally, the hillmen feel sore about this persecution of their 
trusted leader. I hope that under Mr. Stokes 5 inspiration, they will 
resolutely refuse to do any legar at all even for full value until their 
leader is discharged. They must not weaken, but must invite 
upon their devoted heads the wrath of the authorities and face 
imprisonment even as he did. 

Why this persistence in exacting begarl For the authority, 
the influence and the comfort of the officials and officers depend 
upon the continuance of be gar. Without it, they cannot sport 
and kill wild beasts in the forests of the Himalayas. The Duke 
could not have been taken for shikar to the mountain fastnesses, 
if begar had gone out of use. For the doubtful pleasure of shoot- 
ing tigers and innocent ‘game 5 , a way had to be cut by impressing 
the labours of thousands of unwilling villagers. If the beasts had 
intelligent speech at their command, they would state a case 
against man that ‘would stagger humanity 5 . I can understand the 
shooting of wild beasts which come to annoy us. But I have found 
no cogent reasons advanced for wasting treasures upon organizing ‘ 
parties for satisfying man 5 s thirst for blood. And yet, if there was 
no begar, there would be no ‘sport* for the officers or the globe- 
trotters. I need not have the practice of Indian princes and prece- 
dents from the Mahabkarata flung in my face. I decline to be slave 
to precedents or practice I cannot understand or defend on a moral 
basis. 

Young India , 21-7-1921 

202. POSITION OF WOMEN 
Shrimati Saraladevi of Katak writes: 

Don’t you admit that the treatment of women is as bad a disease as 
untouchability itself? The attitude of the young ‘nationalists’ I have come 
in contact with is beastly in ninety cases out of a hundred. How many of 
the non-co-operators in India do not regard women as objects of enjoy- 
ment? Is that essential condition of success — self-purification — possible 
without a change of attitude towards women? 

I am unable to subscribe that the treatment of women is a 
‘disease as bad as untouchability 5 . Shrimati Saraladevi has gross- 
ly exaggerated the evil. Nor can the charge levelled against the 
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non-co-operators of mere gratification of lust be sustained. A cause 
can only lose by exaggeration. At the same time, I have no diffi- 
culty about subscribing to the proposition that, in order to fit our- 
selves for true swaraj, men must cultivate much greater res- 
pect than they have for woman and her purity. Mr. Andrews has 
struck a much truer note than this lady, when he tells us in bur nin g 
language that we dare not gloat over the shame of our fallen sis- 
. ters. That any non-co-operator could have been found w illing to 
relate with gusto that there were some of these erring sisters who 
reserved themselves for non-co-operators is a degrading thought. 
There can be no distinction between co-operators and non-co- 
operators in this matter of vital importance for our moral well-being. 
All of us men must hang our heads in shame, so long as there is a 
single woman whom we dedicate to our lust. I will far rather see 
the race of man extinct than that we should become less than beasts 
by making the noblest of God’s creation the object of our lust. But 
this is not a problem merely for India. It is a world problem. And 
if I preach against the modern artificial life of sensual enjoyment, 
and ask men and women to go back to the simple life epitomized in 
the charkha, I do so because I know that without an intelligent 
return to simplicity, there is no escape from our descent to a state 
lower than brutality. I passionately desire the utmost freedom for 
our women. I detest child-marriages. I shudder to see a child 
widow, and shiver with rage when a husband just widowed with 
brutal indifference contracts another marriage. I deplore the 
criminal indifference of parents who keep their daughters utterly 
ignorant and illiterate and bring them up only for the purpose of 
marrying them off to some young men of means. Notwithstanding 
all this grief and rage, I realize the difficulty of the problem. 
Women must have votes and an equal legal status. But the pro- 
blem does not end there. It only commences at the point where 
women begin to affect the political deliberations of the nation. 

To illustrate what I mean, let me relate the enchanting des- 
cription a valued Mussulman friend gave me of a talk he had 
with a noted feminist in London. He was attending a meeting of 
feminists. A lady friend was surprised to find a Mussulman at 
such a meeting! She inquired how he found himself there. The 
friend said he had two major and two minor reasons for so doing. 
His father died when he was an infant. He owed all he was in life 
to his mother. Then he was married to a woman who was a real 
partner in life. And he had no sons but four daughters — all minors — 
in whom as a father he was deeply interested. Was it any wonder 
that he was a feminist? He went on, Mussulmans were accused 
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of indifference to women. There never was a grosser libel 
littered. The law of Islam gave equal rights to women. He 
thought that man for his lust had degraded woman. Instead of 
adoring the soul within her* he had set about adoring her body, 
and he had succeeded so well in his design, that woman today 
did not know that she had begun to hug her bodily adornment 
which was almost a sign of her slavery. He added with his voice 
almost choked, if it was not so, how could it be that the fallen 
sisters delighted most in the embellishment of the body? Had 
we (men) not crushed the very soul out of them? No, he said 
regaining self-possession, he wanted not only the mechanical free- 
dom for women, he wanted also to break down the shackles that 
bound her of her own will. And so he had intended to bring up 
his daughters to an independent calling. 

I need not pursue the ennobling conversation any further. I 
want my fair correspondent to ponder over the central idea of the 
Mussulman friend’s discourse and tackle the problem. Woman 
must cease to consider herself the object of man’s lust. The remedy 
is more in her hands than man’s. She must refuse to adorn herself 
for men including her husband, if she will be an equal partner 
with man. I cannot imagine Sita ever wasting a single moment 
on pleasing Rama by physical charms. 

Young India , 21-7-1921 


203. TO CORRESPONDENTS 

p. sishta: The object of the Congress resolution 1 regarding 
vakils was to undermine the prestige of the courts of law, 
through which the Government consolidates its power. 

n. h. modi: Without considering the constitution, those 
who resort to rasad and begat should certainly not become office- 
bearers in Congress Committees. In my opinion, the resolution 
of the Congress debars nominated members from holding office. 
Nor can an Honorary Magistrate become an office-bearer. 
Persons under twenty-one, no matter how well-educated they 
may be, are cert ainly disqualified for membership. Personally I 
cannot believe in co-operators handling non-co-operation work 
successfully. I would therefore leave untouched a place where 
no non-co-operator can be found to organize work. A non-co- 
operating Mussulman would certainly not wear a Turkish cap of 

1 This had called upon lawyers to boycott courts. 
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foreign make. Anyone employing paid agencies for canvassing 
votes' for seats on Congress Committees I would regard as an un- 
worthy candidate. I would suggest to this correspondent and 
others that, after all, the choice lies with the electors. If non-co- 
operating electors choose to elect co-operators or persons of ques- 
tionable character, no constitution can succeed in preventing 
their entry into public life, and if co-operators join the Congress as 
they have a right to, they will undoubtedly carry the election of 
candidates of their choice, where they are in a majority. The 
Congress constitution does not respect parties. It is the non- 
co-operation resolution of the Congress, carried practically with- 
out a dissentient voice, that makes it necessary for the proper 
working of the resolution that non-co-operators should elect 
staunchest adherents of the Congress programme. 

K. b. lal gupta: It has never been claimed that the 
charkha can keep a family. It is claimed that a charkha can 
provide food for a poor person. Its greatest claim is, however, that 
it is indispensable for national prosperity. 

B. s. M. : As to giving evidence in false criminal or civil cases, 
I refer you to the Working Committee’s interpretation. Even where 
municipalities nationalize schools, it will certainly be better if they 
allow their schools to be controlled and regulated by Congress 
experts wherever their services are available. Even if the Khila- 
fat and the Punjab wrongs are righted, non-co-operation cannot 
be stopped until swaraj is attained. The keeping of the details of 
the Simla interview from the public is not, in my opinion, a sin of 
secrecy. One does not commit that sin when one refuses to dis- 
close confidence given by a friend. Respect for confidence is quite 
consistent with avoidance of secrecy. We may not keep anything 
secret for fear of punishment or other evil befalling us. 

tej sinh varma: Your kind offer to take up Fiji and Assam 
men has been forwarded to Mr. Andrews. His address is Shanti- 
niketan, Bolpur, E. I. Ry. 

Toung India , 21-7-1921 



204. A TRAVESTY OF CIVILIZATION 


Fond as I am of reading literature, it is rarely that I get the 
opportunity of reading any. A number of the Nation issued last Ghrist- 
mas week has been lying with me for months. It contains a thought- 
ful essay, entitled ‘Law and Gospel’. 1 It has such a bearing on the 
present movement that I offer no excuse for reproducing it in full 
for the benefit of the many readers of Young India who could not 
have seen it. The able writer of the essay calls the world-revolt 
an essentially religious movement. The reader must judge 
whether Indian non-co-operation, based as it deliberately is on a 
frank acceptance of non-violence (however much we may fail in 
its application), is not the most religious of all the movements going 
on in different parts of the world for freeing mankind from the yoke 
of a system falsely called civilization. 

Young India, 21-7-1921 


205. DISCARDING OLD AND CREATING NEW 

Non-co-operation has two aspects — discarding old and 
creating new, destruction and reconstruction. We cannot proceed 
without either. They are fully comprehended in the steps we have 
taVen so far to rise to the point where we stand today and, 
in my opinion, we can make no further progress except by conti- 
nuing in the same manner. Peaceful non-co-operation seems im- 
possible to me in any other way. 

It is my settled conviction that we cannot advance even one 
step without adopting swadeshi. Through it alone can all our 
powers be developed. In swadeshi alone are present both purpose- 
ful destruction and purposeful creation. It alone provides exer- 
cise to all limbs of the body which is the nation and tests their 
strength. To this day, the people have not thrown themselves heart 
and soul into any work. Success in the experiment of swadeshi 
is impossible except through single-minded devotion to the task. 
A nation which has learnt to work with such devotion holds swaraj 
in the palm of its hand; without swadeshi, swaraj is as much of an 
impossibility as a flower in the sky. 


1 Vide Appendix V. 
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For success in swadeshi, we shall have to discard the use of 
foreign cloth altogether and shall have to produce more cloth in 
the country. So far, we have been afraid to destroy. As we have 
now discovered the ratnachintamani 1 of the spinning-wheel, we have 
got hold of the supreme tool for creation. But we need to pay 
careful attention to the aspect of discarding. The pace of creation 
can be increased only up to a certain point, after which it will 
follow its own course. Destruction can be carried out in an 
instant. In order to destroy, it is necessary to have a strong desire to 
do so. We shall be ready to destroy when our ideas have changed. 

It has been said, on the basis of experience, that renunciation 
cannot be kept up in the absence of aversion to objects of desire. 
We should feel the same aversion or dislike towards foreign cloth as 
for anything which is filthy. Till we feel such aversion, we shall 
again and again feel drawn by Japanese saris and Manchester 
muslin, shall demand such material, and dealers professing to 
offer these will deceive us by selling the original stuff instead. So, 
for the present, we should refuse to touch even such articles as 
resemble foreign material. We should be careful lest we get cheated. 
If we are to feel such aversion against foreign cloth, we should 
also be clear in our mind that foreign cloth is at the root of our 
slavery. All else has come in its wake. The East India Company’s 
fort followed foreign cloth and was built for the sake of such cloth. 

The 1st of August should be to us a day of great remembrance. 
It is the first death anniversary of the man most beloved of the 
people in this age. What miracle shall we perform before the 
world on that day? 

In what way should we express our reverence for the Loka- 
manya? In one way alone: by all of us resolving on that day 
to give up the use of foreign cloth altogether. On that day all 
the people in a town or village should get together at one place 
and throw away all their stock of foreign cloth, never to have such 
doth again. This is the highest worship and, by this single act, we 
can ensure the attainment of swaraj within this year. Hence 
from now on to the 1st of August we should have, whether eating, 
drinking, sitting or standing, only this thought in our mind: how 
we may give up the use of foreign cloth and persuade others to do 
likewise. As we worked hard to collect the money, we should 
work harder still to get people to renounce the use of foreign cloth. 
Every community and caste should make its own arrangements. 
The different communities should collect foreign cloth from 

1 The fabulous gem which fulfilled one’s desires 
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among their members and hand over the stock to the Congress. 
A receipt should also be obtained. Women will find the thing 
hard. It was easy to contribute money, easy even to give away 
jewellery, but it would be extremely difficult to discard beautiful 
saris of foreign make. Nevertheless, they should swallow this 
bitter draught. This is the last such draught for the nation as a 
whole. Afterwards only a handful of men and women will have 
to be ready to court imprisonment. May God give this spirit 
of self-denial to the men and women of Gujarat. 

The time before us is short, but we ought to finish the work 
within tills period. 

, Creation is the second aspect. Those who have started wear- 
ing kliadi should work to get more khadi produced. Any delay 
in this would be sinful. We shall most certainly require a large 
quantity of khadi if the people give up using foreign cloth alto- 
gether. We have been destroying foreign cloth because we want 
to promote the use of khadi and we want this because in that 
way we spread the use of the spinning-wheel, giving people work 
and bringing some decency in their simple life in huts. The average 
income of an Indian is twenty-six rupees a year, and this is the 
easiest way to double the figure. Where millions are concern- 
ed, there can be no other way. Every home in Gujarat, therefore, 
should start working on the spinning-wheel and every village 
should produce khadi made out of hand-spun yarn. For the pre- 
sent, this should be the main plank in the programme of the All- 
India Congress Committee. We shall give proof of our capacity 
for work by our success in persuading people to discard and to 
create. 

Those who know what the Congress is and respect it cannot 
possibly use mill-made cloth. If they do, such cloth will not be 
available for the poor and its price will rise. If we wish to en- 
hance the prestige of khadi and increase the income of the weavers, 
we shall have to see that khadi comes to be adopted as the dress 
of culture. It is not possible to restore the former glory of India 
and revive the craftsmanship which once flourished in it unless 
we make the right use of khadi. After swaraj is won, the upper 
classes will be welcome to get yam of the finest count produced 
and have once again Dacca muslin to wear. Today, however, even 
for them khadi is the only proper thing. 

It would not be too much to expect of Gujarati merchants 
that they will not henceforth import foreign cloth. Influential 
leaders of the Congress should visit each town where foreign cloth is 
sold and request the merchant concerned to give up business in 
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such cloth. Thus, the most important task to which members of 
the Congress should address themselves is to see that every section 
of the public turns towards swadeshi. 

[From Gujarati] 

JVavajivan, 21-7-1921 


206. SPEECH AT OPENING OF BANK PREMISES ', BOMBAY ‘ 

July 21 , 1921 

I am not connected with banking business and banking insti- 
tutions and I know very little of the management thereof; I was 
induced to come here by friends and I am attracted here by their 
love. I sometimes come here to beg for money for the sake of 
our motherland. I have also to approach you for persuading 
you to abandon foreign cloth and to encourage swadeshi in which 
lies the key to swaraj. We should have the ability to carry on 
a big bank, to manage efficiently crores of rupees, in the course of 
our national activities. Though we have not many banks amongst 
us, it does not follow that we are not capable of efficiently mana- 
ging crores and tens of crores of rupees. Banking business is carried 
on in our country for the last many hundreds of years. Our 
Marwaris are born bankers and they would have managed not 
only crores but hundreds of crores of rupees had they been born 
in any other land but India. But since they are born in this 
poverty-stricken land, their capacity is but poorly valued. A writer 
has said that most of the recent wars are due to economic causes. 
At the same time it can be said that the rich people are the 
means of doing immense good to suffering humanity. I hope 
also that the bank will be carried on on high moral principles and 
I wish it every prosperity. Now I declare the premises open. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 23-7-1921 


1 Gandhiji opened the new premises of the Union Bank of India, Ltd., 
at 4 p.m. Seth Ratansi Dbaramsi Morarji presided. 



207. MESSAGE TO PEOPLE 


[July 21, 1921] 1 

Remember the holy name of “Lokamanya” on the 1st August 
by discarding foreign cloth and wearing khaddar. Boycott is an 
indispensable condition for the attainment of swaraj and redress 
of the Punjab and Khilafat wrongs. 

Lakhs of brothers and sisters — Hindus and Mohammedans, 
Parsis, Christians and Jews — all should come to honour the memory 
of the Lokamanya on the 1st August. 

Those who will not wear khadi, at least our mill-made cloth, 
need not attend. To come dressed in foreign clothes is an insult 
to the memory of the deceased Lokamanya. Give away the for- 
eign cloth to volunteers or send it to the stores opened in the 
Ashoka Building in Princess Street 2 . To make a bonfire of them 
is the best way; but, if you wish, they will be sent to Smyrna or 
some other country. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 


208. SPEECH OX SWADESHI , BOMBAY 

. July 21, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi, who, on rising to speak received an ovation, said that 
it was after a very short time that they met there again that night. The 
last occasion was the meeting for collecting money for the Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
At that time there were several ladies present. Tonight he was to address 
the people on swadeshi. He could not say exactly whether by the end of this 
year they would be in a position to make a complete boycott of foreign cloth. 
If they all helped in the cause, they would perhaps achieve their object soon. 
He had been telling the people since September last that, if the people of India 
helped in the national cause, they would be in a position to get swaraj 
by September next. Swadeshi was a movement which could be resorted to 
quite willingly by both the rich and the poor. Even Government servants 

1 The leaflet containing the message was, according to the source, distri- 
buted on this date. 

2 In Bombay City 

3 Held under the auspices of the Mandvi District Congress Committee 
at 9 p,m. at Mandvi, the meeting was also addressed by Sarojini Naidu. 
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could wear without any hesitation shuddha swadeshi clothes. If he thought that 
they would succeed in responding to the country’s call, he would consider his 
object well served. He must tell them plainly that after the 31st of July he 
would not ask them anything about swadeshi, because before that period every- 
thing (foreign) should be completely boycotted. 

. . . When a man thought that to speak untruth was bad, then 
alone he would realize what he was doing. So he would point out to 
them that according to the Shastras of all religions they should not deceive 
themselves by partly wearing swadeshi clothes and partly foreign. He 
had been telling them since 6th April that unless Hindus understood that 
only by joining hands with the Mussulmans they could have the Khilafat 
wrongs righted, and unless Muslims thought that only by joining hands 
with Hindus- they could succeed in achieving their object, they would 
not be in a position to attain the goal of swaraj. Yesterday he with his 
brother the Maulana, and Bahen Naidu moved about from place to place 
in Poona and helped in celebrating the anniversary of Lokamanya Tilak. He 
had to work there from morning till late in the evening for the sake of the 
late Lokamanya and to convince the people he addressed to boycott all foreign- 
made clothes. 

. . . They should be very careful in wearing clothes manufactured in 
mills. Machine-made cloth was not desirable from the national point of view. 
That man or that woman was beautiful who did his or her work to the satis- 
faction both of himself or herself and of the country. He would, further, 
request the ladies in front of him to wear khadi without any shanka (fear) 
because unless they boycotted foreign cloth, they could not lay claim to 
swaraj. 

Concluding, the Mahatma said that those who were willing to boycott 
foreign-made clothes may either send them to Smyrna for the relief of the poor 
or anywhere else out of India or may have them burnt on the 1st of August. 
But, anyhow, they should completely destroy foreign clothes. Of course, every- 
body would like to preserve his old foreign clothes presented to him by his 
dear friends or relations in token of love, but even such in obedience to the 
call of the country should be destroyed or sent elsewhere. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 22 - 7-1921 



209. SPEECH OH SWADESHI , BOMBAY 1 


July 22, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi, who, on rising to speak, received an ovation, said that 
he had been addressing men and women everywhere in the city and he thought 
he would not be in a position to speak to them anything new on swadeshi. 
A gentleman had come to him from Lucknow who told him that something 
was going wrong in the United Provinces. A man had been incarcerated by 
Government for three days in a very dark cell for some trivial offence and 
was still in jail. The gentleman from Lucknow asked the speaker as to 
what a man in that position should do. He advised him to bear all hardships 
with patience. They should all create in their hearts the virtue of patience. 
He was not sure whether that story told by the gentleman was true or not, for it 
was very difficult to remain incarcerated for three days in a dark room. Of 
course, he had an experience of such an incident, because they had not 
forgotten as yet the cruelties perpetrated on Indians by foreigners in the 
Punjab. Therefore the story related to him might be true. 

He would again tell them that, if they did not understand their duty 
towards the country, they were not then right in asking for freedom. He was 
going to speak to them on swadeshi that night. There were other stories 
related to him by someone that there were three persons arrested by Government. 
One of them was a Congress Secretary who on being arrested by Government 
apologized to the Government and the remaining two also apologized. They 
(the three men) had now given up the national cause and were re m a in ing aloof 
from the movement. They should feel ashamed of such action. He would 
appeal to those present to be fearless as far as possible, for when their object 
was laudable, why should they care for the Government? If they were not 
willing to undergo hardships and troubles they should give up the movement 
at this stage. He, therefore, appealed to every man and women present in the 
hall to be ready for dukha (pain) at any time for the sake of their country. 

They had opened a depot for foreign-made clothes, where they could send 
their clothes without any hesitation. If they did not succeed in boycotting 
foreign cloth by 31st July they would be put to great shame in the eyes of 
their fellow men and in the eyes of the world at large. 

The Mahatma asked whether they had made any preparations for Ihe 
1st of August. There was no shame at all in sending away their clothes to 
that depot for foreign-made clothes. Some bakens (sisters) when asked to boy- 

1 Held under the auspices of the ee O” Ward Congress Committee at the 
Morarji Gokuldas Hall, at 9 p.m. 
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cott their foreign-made saris said that they were unwilling to do so. No doubt 
there were other women who were ever ready to wear the khadi dress. What- 
ever pardeshi (foreign) clothes a woman had at present, she should give 
them up in obedience to the call of the nation. If men and women present 
at the meeting were not willing to boycott their foreign-made clothes, they had 
no right, no claim whatever to swaraj. 

Whatever he had got to say that night he had already said many times 
and he would now ask those who were willing to do what he desired to raise 
their hands. But before they raised their hands he must tell them that the 
so-called swadeshi cloth manufactured in mills should not at all be resorted 
to; for his advice to them was to avoid all machine-made cloth. The supre- 
me virtue of khadi was that it was hand-spun and hand-woven. 

Bezwada khadi saris, the speaker said, were now not available in large 
stocks but in their absence, they could very easily wear khadi saris and 
on the 1st of August they would see many women wearing khadi saris. He 
would again tell them that there was no shame at ail in adopting that dress 
for it was their national dress. They should not keep nirasha (pessimism) in their 
mind, but they should be courageous in fighting the battle of Indian nationalism. 

He then asked those men and women willing to dress themselves on 
the 1st of August and thereafter in khadi to raise their hands. At that 
request nearly all present in the hall raised their hands. Some women were 
found somewhat unwilling to raise their hands. 

The Mahatma again appealed to them to boycott foreign-made clothes 
and wear khaddar dress without any fear or favour. Still he would ask them 
not to be led away by any threats . . . 

Concluding, the Mahatma said he had nothing more to speak on 
the swadeshi movement, for he had been speaking constantly on the same 
theme for the last so many days. He had great faith in his countrymen and he 
therefore prayed to God that the great movement he had set on foot would 
bear good results in the end. (Prolonged cheers.) 

The Bombay Chronicle, 23 - 7-1921 



210. SPEECH A T BOMBAY MEETING 1 


July 23, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said before he commenced the proceedings of the 
meeting, he would read out a letter from Mr. Jayakar 2 who was laid up with 
fever and, therefore, had expressed his inability to attend the meeting and 
contribute his quota of tribute to the memory of the Lokamanya. He then 
requested Mr. Lalit to recite his song about the late Lokamanya. 

In addressing the meeting, the Mahatma said that the work for which 
they had gathered was sacred. They had a long programme that afternoon. 
He would not detain them long. 

Mr. Tilak was not noted for making long speeches. He was noted for 
brave deeds. The country loved him not for his oratory. It was possible 
to name some of his contemporaries who were better orators from the orna- 
mental standpoint. He (Mr. Gandhi) therefore did not need to detain the 
audience with a long speech. He would draw their attention to some of the 
most marked qualities which made him the idol of the people, qualities which 
were so needed for the nation when it was making a supreme effort to obtain 
its emancipation during the year. The truest tribute they could render to the 
memory of the deceased was by imitating his qualities and weaving them into 
their own lives. One great quality that the country prized in the Lokamanya 
was his fearlessness. It was so marked a quality in him that some even ac- 
cused him of rudeness. We know that he never spared the bureaucracy. He 
therefore roused its ire and was accused of raising hatred against Englishmen. 
He knew however that if Mr. Tilak was unsparing in his criticism of the 
bureaucracy, he was ready to give praise to its members when it was merited. 
He remembered, during the last Calcutta session, which the deceased attended, 
Mr. T ilak presiding at a Hindi Sammelan. He was coming from a strenuous 
disc ussi on at the Congress session. But he was able to deliver a learned extem- 
pore speech at the Sammelan. He gave unstinted praise to English scholars for 
their service to the vernaculars. He said that future historians would acknow- 
ledge their service. That did not mean they had come to India for the pur- 

1 Held at Empire Theatre, under the auspices of the Pars! Rajkiya 
Sabha. Marmaduke Pickthail, Mahomed Ali and Sarojini Naidu were among 
those present. A number of ladies in the audience, including Perm Captain, 
grand-daughter of Dadabhai Naoroji, were dressed in khadi. Money raised 
on admission to the function was set aside as help for the best biography of 
Tilak. 

2 M. R. Jayakar (1873-1959); Bombay lawyer and liberal leader, political 
negotiator and peace-maker 
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pose of benefiting the vernaculars but he said it would be unjust not to ack- 
nowledge the debt India owed to the many Englishmen who had helped them 
to appreciate their own languages. 

The second great quality which the country needed so much was 
Mr. Tilak’s self-sacrifice. He never stinted himself for the service of his' 
country. He did not bargain. For him sacrifice of self was a pleasure. The 
speaker said he did not need to give illustrations because the audience knew 
the examples of sacrifice better than the speaker. The third great quality was 
his extreme simplicity. Mr. Tilak had always observed swadeshi. If khadi 
had been manufactured in his time he would have unhesitatingly worn it. He 
could not believe him to be capable of seeking personal adornment. He appealed 
to the audience to copy Mr. Tilak’s swadeshi spirit. They must not do it in a 
niggardly spirit. He had heard that ladies who had done so wonderfully in 
June were hesitating to part with their foreign saris. He could not forget the 
jewels a Parsi sister had sent at the Parsi meeting. He wanted the ladies to 
continue in the same spirit about swadeshi. If it was a difficult thing they 
must recall Mr. Tilak’s example. This was no time for shedding tears over 
their wardrobes. He hoped that the citizens of Bombay would signalize the 
1st of August by discarding all their foreign cloth and wearing khadi. He then 
called upon Shrimati Sarojini Naidu to speak. 

The Bombay Ckronicle y 24-7-1921 


211. MT NOTES 

Danger from Thieves and Robbers 

There is always danger from thieves and robbers in Kheda 
district. Such danger is there in other places, too, in greater or 
less degree. Swaraj also means being able to defend ourselves. 
It cannot be that others protect us and we enjoy swaraj. The 
people should possess the strength to protect themselves. Such 
strength may come in either of two ways. One is to permit 
thieves and robbers to do their work, that is, to own no property, 
and the other is to use force against them. All men are not will- 
ing to lose their belongings or to own none and so people devise 
means of intimidating thieves and robbers by force. Some employ 
watchmen and some fight themselves. One of the chief duties of 
a king is to protect his subjects from thieves and robbers. We can 
enjoy swaraj only if the people take over this duty themselves. 
We must, therefore, acquire this capacity. The job is not difficult. 
The residents of villages and towns should train their own volun- 
teers and arrange for guard duty. Every village ought to have 
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fights. If even this is done, the fear of thieves will largely dis- 
appear. 

But, along with this, and with greater vigour, must proceed 
the work of reform. If it is important to protect oneself from a 
thief, it is more important still to reclaim him. Theft and robbery 
are a kind of moral disease. We ought to have remedies for a 
disease. Thieves, too, should be regarded as part of society and 
efforts should be made to reform them. There is no reason to 
believe that they cannot be brought round, if only we meet them, 
explain things to them and try to educate them. We should have 
patience with them and love them. It is absolutely necessary 
for us to take up these two tasks. 

Theft on Railways 1 * 

There is no end of complaints about thefts and corruption on 
railways. If all these are true, they are a matter of deep national 
shame, especially at a time when the whole country is passing 
through the fire of purification. Government certainly have noth- 
ing to do with these malpractices; the responsibility is entirely ours. 
I have even heard that a bribe must be offered in times of famine 
when wagons are needed for the transport of grass. We may 
send anything we please by a railway parcel, but if it is at all 
vulnerable, its contents are bound to be tampered with. Only 
recently, a Bombay merchant received a parcel of khadi through 
the railway and found that part of it was stolen. If railway ser- 
vants happen to see this, they will kindly consider this request of 
mine to have some regard for the public and to find out other and 
honest means of adding to their income. It is my advice to asso- 
ciations of railway servants that they may lay no less stress upon 
their members 5 performance of their duties than upon the vindi- 
cation of their rights. If these complaints continue to exist 
even under swaraj, the administration then will be as costly 
as it is now. Swaraj can be maintained only where there 
is a majority of loyal and patriotic people to whom the good of 
the nation is paramount above all other considerations whatever, 
including their personal profit. Swaraj means government by 
the many. Where the many are immoral or selfish, their govern- 
ment can spell anarchy and nothing else. I am in this movement 
only as I believe that the many are good and true at the bottom, 
but, being cowardly and careless, are ignorant of their inherent 

1 This translation appeared under Gandhiji’s signature in Totmg India* 

28-7-1921. 
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qualities, and that when once they have realized the power of 
goodness, they will begin to practise it and succeed in lie 
attempt. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 24-7-1921 


212. SPEECH AT SANTA CRUZ, BOMBAY ' 

July 24 , 1921 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, 

I have come here today with a big hope in my heart. Brother 
Vithaldas told me yesterday that in Bombay foreign cloth was not 
being collected as speedily as money had been collected and, 
therefore, if a good beginning was made at some place, the work 
would proceed vigorously and the people, too, would respond 
well. In giving money, a beginning was made by Matunga but, 
in regard to foreign cloth, we have started with Santa Cruz in 
begging invitations. I myself sought this 'invitation. 

Why do people feel, that this work is something new we have 
taken up? The Congress passed the resolution on swadeshi last 
September. The Khilafat Committee had accepted it even earlier. 
From that time we have been propagating swadeshi jointly with 
Maulana Mahomed Ali. We have spoken about it wherever we 
have gone. If we succeed in securing a solution of the Khilafa t 
problem, we shall have acquired the necessary strength for winning 
swaraj. But we cannot gain that strength except through a total 
adoption of swadeshi. 

Swadeshi has two aspects : (1) boycott of foreign cloth and 
(2) production of other cloth in its place. It is my conviction that, if 
the mills alone produce all this cloth, India will not be able to 
win swaraj, or, having won it, will not be able to keep it. Until 
there is a spi nnin g-wheel plying in every home in India, we shall 
not get swaraj. 

Swadeshi, Hindu-Muslim unity and peace — these three are the 
main planks in our movement. This one [swadeshi] concerns all, 
Hindus, Muslims and Parsis. 

If we had not forsaken swadeshi cloth when the East India 
Company came to India for trade and had not been tempted 
by the muslins and prints from England, our subsequent history 
would have been quite different. We can now win swaraj only 
if we adopt swadeshi once again. In the same manner, if we aban- 
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don Hindu-Muslim unity or peace, we shall lose swaraj as well. 
We have been so moulded that we are always inclined towards 
peace. It is not that after we have swaraj, no one will hurt 
another, but even so these are the essential conditions for winning 
and maintaining swaraj. 

It will be quite a different matter, in my view, if other States 
seek to conquer India with the sword. In any case, it cannot be 
denied that the bitterness between Hindus and Muslims is decreas- 
ing day by day. That is to say, this work [of bringing about 
unity between them] is proceeding and no particular effort is re- 
quired for the purpose. As regards peace, too, no fresh effort is 
necessary. No sacrifice is involved in these two things. But swadeshi 
certainly requires sacrifices. We have to look after all the numer- 
ous communities with equal care. We cannot do without the 
services of cobblers, carpenters or blacksmiths. If we do not 
develop our strength as represented by each one of these, we shall 
certainly not succeed in getting swaraj. Swadeshi cannot be 
brought about by the efforts of one man alone. Money may be 
contributed by one person but to have one crore men and women 
as members of the Congress, that number of men and women 
are needed. Similarly, to turn the whole country swadeshi, each 
and every Indian must make himself so. For this work, thirty 
crores have to make sacrifices. Everyone must boycott foreign 
cloth with a clear understanding of the purpose. This was im- 
possible a year ago. But now* if we mean to, we can ensure 
complete boycott as early as this August. I have said that we 
can win swaraj within one month after we have ensured boycott 
of foreign cloth; in saying this I mean that, having done this 
job, we shall send an ultimatum to the Government. ' We have the 
capacity to produce cloth, but lack faith. The position in this 
matter is the same as with regard to food. There is an oven in 
the house and so food is no problem. Likewise, if there was a 
spinning-wheel lying in the house, we would certainly work on it 
and by and by get used to the work. The construction x>f our 
spinning-wheel is so beautifully simple that it is quite easy to 
make one. I believe we are in a position to boycott foreign cloth. 
There is a magic power in the spinning-wheel but, in order that 
this power may work, India needs to have faith. I think, how- 
ever, that India has now acquired such faith. 

India suffers from a disease. The love of fine cloth has not 
yet left the people. A khadi sari is too heavy for women in India, 
women who observe difficult vows! When I hear men and women 
say that they cannot give up fine cloth, I feel pity for them. If 
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people tell me this, I shall say that we shall not get swaraj. If 3 
even then, anyone offered it to us, I would decline to accept it. 
I would ask him if he knew what kind of people they were to 
whom he offered swaraj. These people, I would say, have got 
indigestion. We have contracted tuberculosis, there is an unnatural 
flush on our cheeks. How strange that we do not like what is 
made in our country and like what is made elsewhere? Of how 
much worth is what you have given me today? I want what you 
have safely stored away. Understand your dharma and boycott 
all foreign cloth. What happiness have you found in this world? 
How can we bear to live under a Government based on a system 
which follows the very opposite of justice in everything? We must 
become swadeshi-minded. Swadeshi is both the means and the end. 
If you look upon foreign things as totally unworthy of use, give 
them away. This is not a kind of boycott in which, when con- 
ditions have changed, we may resume buying foreign cloth, for 
swaraj will be preserved only so long as we keep up the boycott. 
After we get swaraj, we may enter the councils and attend courts 
of law, but we certainly cannot start wearing foreign cloth. To 
think otherwise is to deceive ourselves. This work [of ensur ing 
complete swadeshi] demands that all the crores in the country 
should act. 

Please follow swadeshi completely. Cast off any foreign 
materials you have. 

[From Gujarati] 

Gujarati, 31-7-1921 


213. SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, BOMBAY 

July 26, 1921 

Mahatma Gandhi said that the 1st of August was nearing and they 
had to do their duty to their country before that date. The witness of their 
duty wjS their own bodies; the signs of their duty and sacrifice were on their 
own bodies. It would not be necessary, then, to ask anyone if he had done 
his duty, for the signs would be apparent to everyone. Some people thought 
that by giving their quota towards the one crore already collected they had 
already done their duty. They should not think so. That fund was for the 
Tilak Memorial Swaraj Fund, and, as long as they had not gained swaraj, it 
could not be said they had done their duty to the great departed. It was 

1 Held under the auspices of the Girgaum Congress Committee at the 
Marwari Vidyalaya Hall. Sarojini Naidu and Mahomed Ali also spoke. 
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not enough to collect money; they had to get swaraj. When they had com- 
plete swadeshi in this country, they could say they had swaraj. He did not 
mean by that that on the very day they had full swadeshi they could get 
swaraj. He had asked for a month’s time from the day they had complete 
swadeshi for getting swaraj. By adopting swadeshi they would be laying the 
foundation-stone of swaraj, and in a month’s time they would get 
swaraj. 

Instead of 20 lakhs of charkhas in the whole of India, Lala Lajpat Ral 
had assured him that in the Punjab alone there were forty lakhs. There were 
as many • charkhas in every household there as there were women, and a 
Punjabi woman thought it an insult if she was asked whether she could spin. 
Women liked spinning, but it was the men who were responsible for its dis- 
use in this country by adopting Manchester dhotis. Now that swadeshi was 
being adopted, the charkha had become popular all over the country. There 
was enough cotton in this country; there were enough men to spin. The only 
thing wanting was will on their part to utilize all these things. As it was the 
desire of all that they should be united into one nation whether they were Hindus, 
Muslims, Parsis, Christians or Jews to attain swaraj, so it was essential that they 
should have complete swadeshi to win swaraj. Real swadeshi cloth would be 
made of Indian-spun yarn. There should not be the slightest trace of foreign yam 
in it. Those saris which were made of foreign yam must be discarded. Some 
men and women did not like to give up all their clothes at once; they wanted 
to keep back some, but by this means they would not fit themselves for swaraj. 
They had merely wasted their money in buying -foreign cloth; they had kept 
a large number of their own countrymen in a condition of starvation. And 
those tainted clothes they must at once throw away. White khaddar must be 
worn not only on the 1st of August, but always after that. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 27 - 7-1921 
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July 26, 1921 

Mahatmaji spoke on swadeshi and the immediate need of wearing 
khadi. He said it was through khadi we are to carry the programme of at- 
taining swaraj in the near future; this was not the time for them to keep quiet, 
this was a time when we should all be awake and save our country from the 
hands of foreigners. Every year about 60 crores of rupees were being carried 
away from our country. 

He put it to them what proportion of that went to benefit our country- 
men? If two annas* cloth was bought, out of it 7 pice went into the pockets 
of foreign merchants. And if they bought khadi worth two annas, one or two 
pice went into the pockets of Indian merchants and the remainder went to our 
workers. When such was the case, they should all be ready by the 1st of 
August to bum all their foreign clothes, which he would repeat were nothing but 
full of sin. Let us do away with the sin by burning them at the sacred place 
where our great leader Lokamanya Tilak was cremated. If some of them were 
not prepared to burn them, they were welcome to send them to Smyrna. They 
would be failing in their duty to their departed leader Lokamanya if they 
could not make that work successful. He hoped to see them all on the Chow- 
patty sands on the 1st of August to do their sacred duty to their country. 

In this connection, he would not omit to give some advice to the car- 
penter brethren of Byculla. He had not come there to accept a purse from 
them but to tell them to their face that the success of swadeshi was a part 
of their duty. Their duty was to make fine and cheap spinning-wheels— as 
many as possible — to adorn every Indian home. He knew well that his carpenter 
friends were experts in making attractive almirahs and other pieces of furniture* 
But now they must not waste time in making such things. He appealed to 
them to produce thousands of spinning-wheels, which were the stepping- 
stones to swaraj. They should join hands and start making spinning-wheels 
from the following day. He hoped they would follow his advice. 

The Bombay Chronicle, 28-7-1921 


1 At a ‘meeting held at Byculla under the auspices of the Byculla District 
Congress Committee 



215. TELEGRAM TO HAKIM AJMAL KHAN 

[Before July 28, 1921 ]* 

HAKIMJI AJMAL KHAN 
DELHI 

DEEPLY GRIEVED. ALL-INDIA COMMITTEE MEETS TWENTY-EIGHTH 
BOMBAY CAN GO ALIGARH AFTER 1ST AUGUST. ORGANIZING 
BOYCOTT FOREIGN CLOTH WHICH WILL SUFFER CHECK IF YOU 
WANT ME ALIGARH THIS MONTH REPLY. 

From a photostat: S. N. 7574 


216 . NOTES 
The White Cap 

An employee of the British India Steam Navigation Com- 
pany has been discharged for the effrontery to wear the khadi 
cap. Messrs Shaw Wallace and Co. set the ball rolling. This is 
an insult, the enormity of which we have not yet realized. We 
have stooped so low that we do not notice the curve. And yet, 
such insults are more humiliating for nations than physical blows 
delivered wilfully or in a fit of anger. The crawling and rubbing 
the nose were physically less painful than the floggings, 1 2 and yet 
there are no two opinions that the former humiliated India more 
than the latter. What is there in a bow? And yet a Prince 
nearly lost the gadi because he had forgotten to bow at the correct 
angle and retire from a Viceroy’s presence in the required manner. 3 
It was the homage exacted by insolence for its sustenance. So 
have the two firms dismissed their poor clerks, because they had 
the manliness to wear their national dress or the insignia of their 
faith if you like. The proud firms could not brook an exhibition 
of manliness on the part of their clerks. The moment the men of 
India realize their manhood, and the women their womanhood, 
India becomes free. No power in the world can then keep freedom 

1 The telegram was evidently sent before the meeting of the A.I.C.CL 
on 28-7-1921 at Bombay. 

2 The reference is to official excesses during the martial law regime in 
the Punjab in April 1919. 

3 The incident referred to relates to the conduct of Sayajirao Gaekwar, 
ruler of Baroda, during the King-Emperor’s Durbar at Delhi in 1911. 
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from her. These two dismissals, therefore, should have a world 
of meaning for us. And I must confess to a feeling of painful 
disappointment over the supineness of the employees of these firms. 
They should have shown at least the courage of the common 
labourer. India can show examples of a wholesale strike for the 
sake of an injured comrade. Have the clerks of these firms no 
feeling for their comrade? Can they claim kinship with the whole 
of India? What would they have done if a blood-brother had 
been so treated as these two brave young men ? It is not yet too 
late for employees of these firms to make amends. They can still 
wear white khadi caps by way of protest and demand the rein- 
statement of their fellow clerks in their respective offices. 

I venture, too, to warn the managers of the two great firms. 
Non-co-operators have steered clear of racialism. They are fi ghting 
against a vicious system with all their might. They have no 
quarrel with individual Englishmen. But if the latter take sides 
as the managers of the two houses have done, it will be difficult 
to avoid a racial outburst. There is danger of Europe an firms 
being boycotted if the European merchants do not treat this ma tte r 
as one of urgency and enforce rectification of the grievous mistake 
committed by the firms in question. 

Fishing for Apologies 

The correspondence published in the Independent between 
Messrs Jawaharlal Nehru, Joseph and Ranga Iyer and the U.P. 
Government proves that my visit to the Viceroy and my advice 
to the Ali Brothers to apologize for some of their speeches was a 
blunder from a political standpoint. It is becoming more and 
more clear that, as Maulana Abdul Bari has said, whilst the harm 
done by the visit and the apology is patent, the good that they 
might have done is too latent to be seen by the public. Happily, 
I am not a politician: And I see the good hidden behind the dis- 
creditable use the U.P. Government have made of the Brothers’ 
apology to lead Messrs Jawaharlal Nehru and his friends into a 
trap. The Government have even copied the phraseology of the 
Brothers’ apology. Dirt is popularly and correctly described as 
matter misplaced. In precisely the same manner, whilst I hold 
that the Brothers’ apology was an honourable transaction being 
in its place, the apology required by the U.P. Government would 
have been a dishonourable transaction being out of its place. 
But that Government had tough people to deal with. They were 
not to be duped, by false analogies, nor frightened by threats of 
imprisonment. The Government, therefore, has before it the choice 
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of further proving its incapacity and intolerance by launching pro- 
secutions against the three public workers for speeches or writings 
which the public and they themselves had long forgotten. If it 
prosecutes the ‘offenders*, it will prove itself incapable of dealing 
with the root cause of the unrest, and it will prove itself intolerant of 
well-merited hostile criticism. To call a spade a spade may seem 
harsh to the spade, but the simple truth is more likely than any- 
thing else to go home. A Government that does harsh things 
cannot be truthfully described by sweet words. The publication 
of the correspondence therefore has been a great service to the 
cause of swaraj. It has cleared the atmosphere, and it serves as 
guidance for all who are placed in the same position as the three 
friends. A non-co-operator may not give an apology or under- 
taking to purchase freedom from prosecution. He must at the same 
time, whenever his attention is drawn to anything said by him 
which is calculated to incite to violence, immediately correct his 
error and keep himself true to his creed. If the Government wish 
honestly to deal with non-co-operators and wish to imprison them 
because they do not like non-co-operation even though it is and 
remains non-violent, it has only to charge them under Section 
124A, and everyone of us must plead guilty, because it is our 
creed to harbour and to promote disaffection towards the Govern- 
ment as a system. We are out to destroy the system, and that, 

I am told, amounts to sedition in terms of that section. If it is 
permissible in law to compass destruction of s existing system, 

every non-co-operator is a pledged loyalist. 

Misuse of Journalism 

It is some thing that Capital has apologized to Mr. Ganesh 
Damodar Savarkar for the remarks made by ‘Ditcher’ and referred 
to in these col umns . The charge underlying ‘Ditcher’s remarks 
was so serious that it involved the brothers in serious trouble. Gan 
an editor of a responsible newspaper when challenged claim im- 
munity by hiding himself behind the fact that he had merely 
given currency to a rumour? Can he base an elaborate argument 
upon a rumour which for the wealth of details contained in the 
description almost amounts to a statement of facts? Gan I, for 
instance, level all manner of charges against the King by prefacing 
them with a statement that they are based on a rumour? Gan I 
after having made such charges draw elaborate inferences most 
imaging to His Majesty? I have only put the case in this 
blunt manner to show that I would be guilty of ungentlemanly 
conduct rendering me liable to summary dismissal from decent 
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society for having in a cowardly manner sought to tarnish the re- 
putation of the first gentleman in the Empire. Is the case any 
different when the objects of such insidious attacks happen to be 
two cultured and brave Indians, and the author of imputations a 
European journalist? Mr. Ganesh Savarkar has raised himself 
in the estimation of his countrymen by magnanimously waiving 
the right of prosecution for a foul imputation against his honour. 
But is journalistic honour satisfied by a mere apology, tendered 
as it appears to me in a half-hearted manner? The reply to 
Mr. Savarkar’s solicitors starts with an excuse for conduct which 
is wholly inexcusable. No journal having the slightest regard for 
justice and fair play can afford to give currency to rumours, 
unless the editor has sifted them and believes them to be founded 
on fact. I do hope that both English and Indian newspapers will 
take serious notice of the matter and let the editor of Capital know 
that he has been guilty of conduct unworthy of an honourable 
journalist. 

Why Burn? 

Critics have overwhelmed me with their rebuke regarding the 
burning of foreign cloth. After having considered every argument 
advanced against it, I cannot help saying that destruction is the 
best method of dealing with foreign cloth. The Provincial Congress 
Committee . has left it optional to the givers to choose between 
destruction and despatch to Smyrna or elsewhere. The discussion 
of the question therefore lacks the importance it would have had if 
destruction had been the only method prescribed for dealing with 
foreign clothes. The propriety of destruction depends upon the 
intensity of one’s belief in the necessity of discarding foreign cloth. 
Just as a converted teetotaller will not hand the contents of his 
wine cellar to a needy neighbour, so would a votary of swadeshi, 
if he feels as keenly as the teetotaller, refuse to give to the poor the 
contents of his wardrobe. I hold that the wearing of foreign cloth 
in India is almost as bad as drinking. I am not sure that it is 
not even worse than drinking in some respects. For the last 
hundred and fifty years India has been importing foreign cloth at 
the expense of her great cottage industry, i.e., spinning. As 
Mr. Romesh Chandra Dutt 1 has pointed out in his study of the 
history of the deliberately planned destruction of the spinning and 

1 1848-1909; member of the Indian Civil Service; author of The Economic 
History of India Since the Advent of the East India Company, presided over the 
Lucknow session of the Congress in 1899 
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weaving industries of India, Bihar which was once one of the richest 
provinces of India was reduced to poverty by the systematic and 
cruel destruction of her flourishing industry of spinning and weaving. 
If we only realized the magnitude of the injury done by the East 
India Company and of the sin committed by us in yielding to the 
persecution of the Company’s gumastas 1 or the temptations put in 
our way, we would hang our heads in shame. Our great national 
industry would not have perished, our women would not have 
been forced to labour on public roads, millions of our people would 
not have been obliged to remain a part of the year in enforced 
idleness if we could have retained swadeshi. In my humble opinion 
cloth which revives such black memories and is a mark of our 
shame and degradation is fit only to be destroyed. It certainly 
cannot be given to the poor. . We should have much greater 
regard for their feelings and their national culture than to think 
that we serve them by giving them what to us is a mark of our 
slavery. Should not India’s poor have a sense of patriotism? Should 
they not have feelings about dignity and self-respect in the same 
manner as we have? I would not have the meanest of us remain 
without a spirit of true patriotism. Just as we would or at least 
ought to recoil with horror from giving them rotten food or food 
we will not eat, so should we feel about giving them foreign cloth. 
A moment’s thought would also show that much of the finery 
we are throwing away is perfectly useless for the poor. Of what 
use can the dirty hats and caps stinking with our perspiration be 
to them, or the rich silk saris and the finest muslins that are being 
given up? They had no value except for the weavers who loved 
these things. They cannot clothe the famine-stricken. The things 
that are really useful to them are very few indeed. But I do not 
base my argument for destruction upon the uselessness of the 
clothing discarded. My argument goes much deeper if only be- 
cause it is based upon a sentiment on which alone the noblest 
in us is and can be reared. Why should an Englishman resent an 
insult to a tattered flag? But he does, and rightly thinks that he 
must. What harm is there in gaining a million by concealing my 
faith for a moment? But I may not for the kingdom of the world. 
For exactly similar reasons we may not use foreign doth for the 
poor in India. And it is after all making a convenience of an act 
of renunciation to send cloth thus discarded even to Smyrna or 
elsewhere abroad. But the moral objection to the despatch abroad 
is certainly not so strong as to its use at home. 

1 Clerks 


XX-28 
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Foreign Yarn 

The Indian Social Reformer objects to the exclusion of foreign 
yam from the definition of swadeshi. It is impossible to retrace 
steps, to reform, to purify without some destruction and some 
hurt being caused somewhere. The weavers do not think that 
they will have to sit idle if they do not weave foreign yarn. They 
can without difficulty weave mill-spun yarn and exercise all their 
artistic talent upon it, if only for the time being we consent to be 
satisfied with less fineness. When foreign cloth and foreign yarn 
are not available in the Indian market, I can see no impediment 
to India’s ability to reproduce the beautiful fabrics of old. The real 
art has died out, and tawdry things that pass for art have found a 
place in wealthy homes, because there are no patrons of real 
art. I look forward to the time, as soon as we reach normal con- 
ditions, when our rich men will have attached to their establish- 
ments houses for their special spinners and weavers whose business 
it will be to manufacture artistic cloth for the benefit of their 
patrons. 

Women as Pickets 

A Parsi sister writes to say that when picketing is recommenced 
in Bombay, she is quite prepared to join any party that may be 
raised and she hopes that many other sisters will come forward. 
She is of opinion that if women respond in large numbers, their 
presence will be an effective check on violence. I entirely endorse 
her remarks, and hope that many other sisters will send in their 
names to the Committee at Bombay as candidates. 

Desecration of Graves 

A friend from Agra draws my attention to Mr. David’s letter to 
the Press regarding the desecration of the graves of Christians in 
the Indian Presbyterian cemetery at Ajmer. I am sorry that the 
letter has escaped me. Mr. David rightly remarks that fanaticism 
and bigotry would mar the harmonious development of the Indian 
nation and are fatal to the growth of unity. Hind a- Muslim unity, 
as I have often said, means the unity of all those for whom India 
is their home irrespective of caste, creed or colour. Desecration of 
graves is a specially dastardly crime. Even laws of war respect the 
sanctity of graves. Only a depraved nature can delight in wicked 
desecration of graves. But the crime in question becomes still more 
wicked when we remember that at the present moment the nation 
is trying to harmonize all its discordant elements. There are many 
Christian sympathizers of our struggle. Mr. Andrews is a staunch 
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Christian, and India has no truer worker than Charlie Andrews, 
rightly called the friend of the poor. I hope that the Congress 
Committee at Ajmer will look into the matter and help our Chris- 
tian countrymen in every way. 

Young India , 28-7-1921 

217 . NOBLE REPENTANCE AND ITS LESSON 

I have just received the following pathetic letter from Mr* 
Yakub Hasan : 

I now realize that I have committed a serious indiscretion in a moment 
of weakness. Ever since the significance of my folly had dawned on me, 

I am suffering excruciating pain in my heart which is nearly driving me 
mad. I owe an apology to you as the head of the movement, and I 
offer it in the most humble 1 manner possible. As my guide and leader, 
scold and chastise me as much as I deserve, but I hope you would for 
God’s sake forgive me my sin. I would undergo a penance to make my 
peace with God and to undo any disservice that my action may have done 
to the holy cause that I sincerely and earnestly endeavoured to serve before 
this according to my lights. 

The letter has a ring of sincerity about it which disarms all 
criticism. I have informed Mr. Yakub Hasan it is not for me to 
forgive him. Who knows that I should not prove as weak sis he 
has in the face of danger? God alone can forgive. For He alone 
knows us through and through. We have His promise through 
His word revealed in many lands and to many peoples that when 
a man confesses before Him his weakness with a pure and humble 
heart. He forgives. Being weak ourselves let us not throw a stone 
at a brother who has confessed his weakness. 

But let Mr. Yakub Hasan’s plight serve all of us as a danger 
signal. For though victory seems to be in sight, there is danger of 
our not being able to stand the last heat when it comes, as it must. 
Let us make up our minds that this Government will try us through 
and through before it really bends to the will of the people. We 
must be prepared in our thousands to fill the jails of India. We 
must be prepared not to mind cholera breaking out within their 
precincts. It is far more sufferable than the moral chronic cholera 
of slavery we are suffering from. Brave Sherwani has gone to jail 
without a fault, if the report of the farcical trial be frue. Some- 
one or other is daily going to jail in the United Provinces. Now 

1 The source has “humiliating” 
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comes a telegram from the Andhra Province to the effect that 
two important workers have been sentenced to one year’s imprison- 
ment at Guntur — one is a barrister. Mr. Venkatappaya, who sends 
the wire, says that more repression is expected. It was bound 
to come sooner or later. If we stand the fire without flinching , 
swaraj this year is a certainty. 

But there is danger not only of weakness. There is danger 
too of people losing their heads under provocation and retorting. 
This danger of people going mad is more serious than inability 
or unwillingness to suffer. It is up to every worker throughout 
India that he prevent violence even at the risk of losing his life 
in the attempt. 

The best answer that India can give to the impending uni- 
versal repression is to perform the act of renunciation of all for- 
eign cloth in utter disregard of the figures flung in our faces by 
wise economists. If we have the will, we can manufacture in three 
months’ time all the cloth we need through hand-sp inning and 
hand-weaving. Have we the will to be satisfied, pending attain- 
ment of swaraj, with khadi? 

Young India, 28-7-1921 


218. HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY 

Everybody knows that without unity between Hindus and 
Mussulmans, no certain progress can be made by the nation. There 
is no doubt that the cement binding the two is yet loose and wet. 
There is still mutual distrust. The leaders have come to recognize 
that India can make no advance without both feeling the need of 
trust and common action. But though there is a vast change among 
the masses, it is still not a permanent quantity. The Mussulman 
masses do not still recognize the same necessity for swaraj as the 
Hindus do. The Mussulmans do not flock to public meetings in the 
same numbers as the Hindus. This process cannot be forced. Suffi- 
cient time has not passed for the national interest to be awakened 
among the Mussulmans. Indeed it is a marvel that whereas but a 
year ago the Mussulmans as a body hardly took any interest in 
Congress affairs, all over India thousands have registered them- 
selves as members. This in itself is an immense gain. 

But much more yet remains to be done T It is essentially the 
work of the Hindus. Wherever the Mussulmans are still found to 
be apathetic, they should be invited to come in. One often hears 
from Hindu quarters the complaint that Mussulmans do not join 
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the Congress organizations or do not pay to the Swaraj Fund. The 
natural question is, have they been invited? In every district 
Hindus must make special efforts to draw out their Mussulman neigh- ' 
hours. There will never be real equality so long as one feels infe- 
rior or superior to the other. There is no room for patronage among 
equals. Mussulmans must not feel the lack of education or numbers 
where they are in a minority. Deficiency in education must be 
corrected by taking education. To be in a minority is often a bless- 
ing. Superiority in numbers has frequently proved a hindrance. 
It is character that counts in the end. But I have not commenced 
this article to lay down counsels of perfection or to state the 
course of conduct in the distant future. 

My main purpose is to think of the immediate task lying be- 
fore us. Bakr-i-Id will be soon upon us. What are we to do to 
frustrate the attempts that will then be made to foment quarrels 
between us — Hindus and Mussulmans? Though the situation has 
improved considerably in Bihar, it is not yet free from anxiety. 
Over-zealous, and impatient Hindus are trying to force matters. 
They lend themselves an easy prey to the machinations of mis- 
chief-makers not always prompted by the Government side. Pro- 
tection of the cow is the nearest to the Hindu heart. We are there- 
fore apt to lose our heads over it, and thus be unconsciously instru- 
mental in doing an injury to the very cause we seek to espouse. 
Let us recognize that our Mussulman brethren have made great 
efforts to save the cow for the sake of their Hindu brethren. It 
would be a grave mistake to underrate them. But immediately 
we become assertive, we make all effort on their part nugatory. We 
have throughout all these many years put up with cow-slaughter 
either without a murmur or under ineffective and violent protest. 
We have never tried to deserve self-imposed restraint on the part 
of our Mussulman countrymen by going out of our way to culti- 
vate friendly relations with them. We have more or less gratui- 
tously assumed the impossibility of the task. 

But we are now making a deliberate and conscious attempt 
in standing by their side in the hour of their need. Let us not spoil 
the good effect by making our free offering a matter of bargain. 
Friendship can never be a contract. It is a status carrying no 
consideration with it. Service is a duty, and duty is a debt which 
it is a sin not to discharge. If we would prove our friendship, we 
must help our brethren whether they save the cow or not. We 
throw the responsibility for their conduct towards us on their own 
shoulders. We dare not dictate it to them as consideration for our 
help. Such help will be hired service, which the Mussulmans cannot 
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be blamed if they summarily reject. I hope, therefore, that the 
Hindus of Bihar and indeed all the parts of India will realize the 
importance of observing the strictest forbearance, no matter what 
the Mussulmans do on Bakr-i-ld. We must leave them to take what 
course they choose. What Hakim Ajmal Khan did in one hour at 
Amritsar, Hindus could not have done by years of effort. The 
cows that Messrs Chhotani and Khatri saved last Bakr-i-ld day, 
the Hindu millionaires of Bombay could not have saved if 
they had given the whole of their fortunes. The greater the 
pressure put upon the Mussulmans the greater must be the 
slaughter of the cow. We must leave them to their own sense of 
honour and duty. And we shall have done the greatest service 
to the cow. 

The way to save the cow is not to kill or quarrel with the 
Mussulmans. The way to save the cow is to die in the act of 
saving the Khilafat without mentioning the cow. Cow-protection 
is a process of purification. It is tapasya, i.e., self-suffering. When 
we suffer voluntarily and, therefore, without expectation of reward, 
the cry of suffering (one might say) literally ascends to heaven 
and God above hears it and responds. That is the path of religion, 
and it has answered even if one man has adopted it in its entirety. 
I make bold to assert without fear of contradiction that it is not 
Hinduism to kill a fellow-man even to save the cow. Hinduism 
requires its votaries to immolate themselves for the sake of their 
religion, i.e., for the sake of saving the cow. The question is how 
many Hindus are ready without bargaining with the Mussulmans to 
die for them and for their religion? If the Hindus can answer it 
in the religious spirit, they will not only have secured Mussul- 
man friendship for eternity, but they will have saved the cow 
for all time from the Mussulmans. Let us not swear even by the 
greatest among them. They can but help. They cannot under- 
take to change the hearts of millions of men who have hitherto 
given no thought to the feelings of their Hindu neighbours when 
they slaughter the cow. But God Almighty can in a moment 
change them and move them to pity. Prayer accompanied by ade- 
quate suffering is a prayer of the heart. That alone counts with 
God. To my Mussulman friends I would but say one word. They 
must not be irritated by the acts of irresponsible or ignorant but 
fanatical Hindus. He who exercises restraint under provocation 
wins the battle. Let them know and feel sure that responsible Hin- 
dus are not on their side in their trial in any bargaining spirit. 
They are helping because they know that the Khilafat is a just 
cause and that to help them in a good cause is to serve India, 



NON-VIOLENCE 439 

for they are even as blood-brothers, bom of the same mother — 
Bharata Mata. 

Toung India, 28-7-1921 


219. NON-VIOLENCE 

It is my conviction that we are in sight of the promised land, 
but the danger is the greatest when victory seems the nearest. No 
victory worth the name has ever been won without a final effort, 
more serious than all the preceding ones. God’s last test is ever the 
most difficult. Satan’s last temptation is ever the most seductive. 
We must stand God’s last test and resist Satan’s last temptation, 
if we would be free. 

Non-violence is the most vital and integral part of non-co-ope- 
ration. We may fail in everything else and still continue our battle 
if we remain non-violent. But we capitulate miserably if we fail 
in adhering to non-violence. Let it be remembered that violence 
is the keystone of the Government edifice. Since violence is its sheet- 
anchor and its final refuge, it has rendered itself almost immune 
from violence on our side by having prepared itself to frustrate all 
violent effort by the people. We therefore co-operate with the 
Government in the most active manner when we resort to vio- 
lence. Any violence on our part must be a token of our stupidity, 
ignorance and impotent rage. To exercise restraint under the 
gravest provocation is the truest mark of soldiership. The veriest 
tyro in the art of war knows that he must avoid the ambushes of 
his adversary. And every provocation is a dangerous ambush into 
which we must resolutely refuse to walk. 

The story of Aligarh is an illustration in point. It seems clear 
enough that sufficient provocation was given by the police. We 
have long recognized that it is their business to do so. The people 
of Aligarh walked into the trap laid for them. They allowed them- 
selves to be provoked, and resorted to arson. It is not yet dear 
who killed the constable in mufti. The burden is on the people 
to show that they did not. 

Let us be hard on ourselves. If we wish to walk along the 
straight and narrow path (which is necessarily the shortest), we 
must not be self-indulgent. We may not throw the blame for any 
mishap on the badmashes. We must be responsible fin* their acts. 
Or we declare ourselves unfit for swaraj. We must gain control 
even over them. Even they must realize the necessity of not inter- 
fering with the national and the religious work we are -engaged 
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in. In a movement of purification, the whole country, is lifted 
up not excluding the wicked and the fallen. Let there be no 
mis tak e, that is our deliberate claim. If it is merely a lip claim, 
we shall prove ourselves guilty of having set up a system more 
Satanic than the one we condemn as such. 

Therefore whilst we are following the course of non-violent 
non-co-operation, we are bound in honour to live up to it in 
thought, word and deed. Let us make the frank confession if we 
are too weak or too incredulous to live up to our creed. 

The reader must not run away with the idea that I feel we 
are not standing the test. On the contrary I believe that we 
have obtained a marvellous hold over the people, that they have 
understood the necessity of non-violence as they have never done 
before. 

But it would be wrong for us not to take due warning from the 
slightest deviation from the path deliberately chosen by us. 

I find it necessary too to utter the word of caution, because 
the provocation by the Government is on the increase. It is the 
greatest in the U.P. The arrest of Mr. Sherwani at 5 o’clock in 
the morning, his swift trial, conviction, sentence and removal the 
same day are enough to irritate the most sober-minded. The de- 
tails of the trial show that the magistrate knew little of law and 
cared less. The evidence before him, if all of it has been given to 
the Press, was quite insufficient for a conviction. It almost seems 
that the conviction and sentence were prearranged. The produc- 
tion of evidence in that case was a huge farce. We are having a 
rehearsal of trials under the ordinary law. Where is the difference 
between an executive order and a judicial trial? The latter is 
more deadly as it is more difficult to expose. To say that a man 
had no trial carries greater conviction of injustice than to have 
to say that the trial was farcical. Repressive laws may be re- 
pealed; it does not follow therefore that repression will be done 
away with. The substance will be the same though the form is 
changed. What we want is a change of substance, of spirit, of 
heart. 

And if we desire that change, we must first change ourselves, 
i.e., be proof against repression. Just as we may not retort with 
violence, so may we not weaken under repression no matter how 
severe or trying it may be. 

An authentic rumour comes from the U.P. that at least three 
more or less noted workers found the jail life too trying, gave 
undertakings to refrain from certain acts and procured their dis- 
charge. If this is true, it is sad. We must be firm as a rock. There 
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must be no going back. We must be able cheerfully to bear any 
torture that may be our lot in the jails of India. We may ex- 
pect no quarter from the Government. We must expect it to do 
the worst it can whether within or without the law. Its one 
purpose is to bend us, since it will not mend itself. 

I am not passing harsh judgment on the Government. Dhar- 
war and Aligarh are the latest instances of Government’s 
defiance of propriety. If I am to credit another rumour, in 
a U.P. jail a brave Mussulman prisoner was put in a dark cell and 
locked up in it for three days in the midst of foul stenches. My 
informant asked me, what a man who could not bear these 
stenches was to do. The harsh but deliberate answer I gave was, 
that he was even then not to apologize, he was free to dash his head 
against the walls of the prison rather than submit to the wish of 
the tyrant. This is not an idle expression of opinion, but a tit- 
bit from my South African experiences. The jail life in South 
Africa was not a bed of roses. Many a prisoner had to undergo 
solitary confinement. Hundreds had to do sanitary work. Several 
fasted. One woman was discharged a skeleton because the autho- 
rities would not allow her the only food she would eat. But she 
had a proud and resolute spirit. Out of the thousands who suffer- 
ed imprisonment in South Africa, with one or two exceptions in the 
early stages I do not recall a single instance of a prisoner having 
weakened and apologized to purchase his freedom. Some like 
Parsi Rustomji, Imam Kadir Bavazir, Thambi Naidu and many 
others whose names I could set down never flinched but repeatedly 
sought imprisonment. The Temple of Freedom is not erected with- 
out the blood of sufferers. Non-violent method is the quickest, 
the surest and the best. Let us be true to our solemn oath taken 
at Congress and Khilafat gatherings, and triumph is at hand. 

Young India , 28-7-1921 



220. MY NOTES 
Clash in Mhow 

Mhow is an important Government centre near Indore. Its 
population includes both Hindus and Muslims. Only a few days 
ago, news of a clash between Bohra and Sunni Muslims appear- 
ed in newspapers, printed in some inconspicuous comer. It is 
believed that, as a result of the clash, one Bohra was killed and 
several others were wounded. The origin of the quarrel, it is sai‘d ; 
was the refusal of Bohras to contribute money to the Swaraj Fund. 
For whatever reason it may be, we find the relations between Bohras 
and Sunni Muslims strained. We saw this was so in Godhra 
too. A similar thing happened in Ratlam. The Bohra commu- 
nity in the whole of the country adds up to only three lakh mem- 
bers. It is the duty of the larger communities to make such small 
groups feel secure. Even if the Bohras take no part whatever in the 
Khilafat or the swaraj movement, they should certainly not be 
subjected to harassment for that reason. It is possible that mem- 
bers of a very small community may not come forward [to join 
such movements] out of timidity or fear of consequences. In this 
situation, it will only be proper not to put any pressure on them. 
I have even been told that, at Mhow, the Hindus joined others 
against the Bohras. I believe that, if people of the same religion 
fight among themselves, others should remain perfectly neutral 
and should try to bring about understanding and harmony bet- 
ween the two groups. Just as it is improper for Muslims to take 
sides in a quarrel among Hindus, so it is unbecoming of Hindus 
to take sides in a quarrel among Muslims. It is the duty of every 
Khilafat worker to stop such clashes wherever any may be threa- 
tened. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan, 28-7-1921 


221. TELEGRAM TO A NON-CO-OPERA TOR A T HYDERABAD 

\ July 29, 1921 

NON-GO-OPERATORS CANNOT GIVE EVIDENCE. 

Bombay Secret Abstracts, 1921 



222. DISCUSSION ON BOYCOTT AT A.LC.C. MEETING , 

BOMBAY 


[On or after July 28, 192 1} 1 
gandhiji: Where are the hopefulness and energy which we 
displayed ’./hen we collected a crore of rupees in the month of 
June? Do we now have misgivings whether we shall succeed in 
bringing about boycott of foreign cloth? Our weakness is the only 
cause of our fear. If we consider the matter calmly, we shall rea- 
lize that there will be nothing else for us to do after we have suc- 
ceeded in bringing about the boycott. The more I think of it the 
more I am convinced that we shall not even be required to advise 
soldiers to lay down arms or tax-payers to refuse to pay taxes* If we 
can effect a complete boycott, only a few people will then have to 
court jail by offering civil disobedience or make other sacrifices. You 
need not, therefore, feel dispirited or give way to despair or lose heart. 

I have with me here a number of questions about swadeshi and 
boycott, which I shall try to answer. 

question. What is wrong if we undertake not to buy any new foreign 
cloth henceforth and continue to wear the clothes we have till the stock is 
exhausted ? 

answer. I cannot understand how we can keep a thing after 
we have realized that we violate our dharma in using it. If we 
violate it by using foreign cloth, how can we keep such cloth even 
for a moment? I shall have committed a wicked sin if we force 
ourselves into somebody’s house and smash his oven. The imports 
of foreign cloth have done this to our poorer classes, have utterly 
destroyed our [cloth] industry and reduced many of us to the verge 
of starvation. We have, through this trade, destroyed the very 
means of our livelihood. This also has been a terrible sin. When 
somebody has broken the chains on our feet, shall we preserve the 
fragments? I realize that we have developed the same sort of 
attachment for foreign cloth which a slave who has long been in 
chains develops for them, and that is why we raise such questions. 

Q, Even if we throw away our garments of foreign cloth, why should we 
not give them to-our poor, half-naked brothers and sisters? Why should 
we not give comfort to their hearts by making them a gift of those 
clothes? Why should we send them out of India to foreign countries? 

l The AXC.C. met from July 28 to 30. 
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A. If someone has flung beef into our house, should we throw 
it out or give it to a poor person? It may indeed be acceptable 
to some poor people, but why should we give to another person 
anything which we think sinful to use? Do we give our half-cooked 
or stale food to anybody to eat or do we throw it away? Our 
people are in such miserable straits that some persons may be 
ready to eat even stale food. But you will concede that offering thpm 
such food does not reflect credit on our generosity or our nobility. 
We have resolved that we shall congregate at .Ghowpati on the 
1st of August clothed in khadi or, at any rate, 'in swadeshi garments. 
We wish that not a single person should come there except in such 
clpthes. Do you, then, wish that the poor people should not attend 
that meeting? How can they come there wearing garments of 
foreign cloth discarded by you? Why should they, too, not come 
properly clad? We pride ourselves on our generosity in giving 
food, but we lack discrimination in expressing our compassion. 
Why should the poor adorn themselves with what we have dis- 
carded? Why should we have to give alms to the poor? The only 
gift we can bestow on the poor is to make them self-reliant; our 
movement is for making them like us. “Like us” does not mean 
wealthy, it simply means that they do not starve or go naked 
for want of clothes. The worst of sinners has the right, like ourselves, 
to breathe. There is no Shastra which says that he has no right 
to eat, drink and cover himself. Who has the right to beg? No one 
except a saintly naan who has given us, and continues to give, the 
free gift of knowledge, has this right. We show lack of considera- 
tion and commit sin in giving alms. I believe that many of our 
charity kitchens are symbols of sloth and sin. We should create 
such conditions in the country that no person will have to beg for 
alms. If we want to make the poor self-reliant, it is necessary to 
teach them some vocation or other. Only today an Englishman 
came to discuss this matter with me. I was explaining to him how 
odd it would be if he offered his hat or his suit to a poor man. I do 
not see on the head of anyone of you who have gathered here a 
turban or a cap which can be of use to a poor man. What will 
they do with the fine and multi-coloured saris of our sisters here? 
They simply do not wear such things. Had we been considerate, 
our dress would have borne some resemblance to that of the 
poor. I know the shepherdesses of Kathiawar. They would deci- 
dedly throw away the saris presented by you. Is there any poor 
woman who may need your silk sari? Shall we offer such saris 
to starving folk? Why should we create confusion in their minds? 
The Gita has forbidden us to act in this way. Why do you 
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t hink that poor people will be all bliss if you give them your dis- 
carded articles? When they realize that we have given them 
things which we deem sinful, they will curse us. If you feel for 
people who are starving, give them something out of what you 
have kept for your own use. Why should you not give them some 
khadi from what you have for your use? The merit which ac- 
crues from good deeds is not earned cheaply. 

Q,« We may hand over our garments of foreign cloth for being sent 
outside; but why should they be consigned to fire? Why should the human 
labour which produced them go waste? 

A. I would behave like a civilized man to foreign countries 
too. Why should we not buy mill-cloth and send it to them? I 
shall concede this, that it is less objectionable to send such cloth 
to Smyrna than to gift it to people here. There are things which 
may be sinful, not always and everywhere, but only at a particular 
place. It is so with foreign cloth. For European countries which 
are mostly dependent on other countries for their requirements of 
cloth and do not grow cotton, use of foreign cloth is not a sin. We 
can send back to Europe cloth which was manufactured there and 
imported into our country. It would not be proper for me to 
enter into argument with Muslim friends on this point, so I yielded 
and allowed the option of sending the cloth discarded by us to 
Smyrna. Our primary duty, however, is to make a bonfire of such 
cloth. 

It is asked why an article on which human labour has been 
expended should be destroyed. But is there anything in this 
world on which human labour has been expended and which will 
never be destroyed? My turban is well-shaped and my brother 
followed the profession of winding turbans. If, however, it comes 
to be infected with plague germs, should I, merely because it was 
wound by my brother, refrain from destroying it? It is, of course, 
my duty to destroy it. We look upon the human body as a raft 
with the help of which we may cross the sea of earthly existence. 
God has ordained the destruction of even such an essential instru- 
ment. He destroys a great many things. Are we, then, wiser than 
He? We have a right to destroy the thing produced by us. 

Q. Why are we expected to destroy the cloth which we bought under 
the impression that it was swadeshi, which we were told was swadeshi? 
Swadeshi meant one thing till this day and now it is being defined to 
mean another. How can we be sure that after a while, it will not be de- 
fined in yet another way? Should we discard our clothes every time? 
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A. If someone gives us arsenic mistaking it for chirata, rM I 
we swallow it? The question will never be asked. If somebody 
gives me a pice coated with mercury and if I tender it at a shop 
as a half-rupee coin, would not the police arrest me? We ought 
to discard a thing the moment we discover that it is not what we 
took it to be. The definition of swadeshi remains the same that 
I gave in 1919, but at the time I framed that definition there was 
no khadi even on my body. How could I put before the country 
something which did not exist? Today we have it in heaps. AU 
we need now is self-confidence. We have modified the definition 
of swadeshi from time to time as we found practicable. A man 
may free himself from all forms of slavery, but he must still be a 
slave of his comrades. I, too, had to defer to the views of Shri Omar 
Sobhani and Shri Shankarlal Banker, and, for their sake I formulated 
the second pledge 1 to the effect that one could use cloth woven with 
mill -made yarn produced from indigenous cotton. The matter 
did not stop there. Shrimati Ramibai Kamdar saw a difficulty 
even in this, and so I formulated the third pledge. There is, how- 
ever, only one genuine form of swadeshi and I am now asking 
everybody to take that pledge. 

Q,. Does not the burning of cloth involve a breach of the pledge of non- 
violence? 

A. Cleansing of filth is not violence. That is sin which 
leads to the degradation of the soul. Some violence is unavoidable. 
Shastras tell us that breathing involves violence. Even plants have 
life. Even then we eat vegetables and yet do not think that we 
commit violence in doing so. If we look through a microscope, 
we shall find that even water is full of bacteria. Milk, too, is 
seething with bacteria. Even then, we see no harm in drinking 
water, and milk actually is considered to be a very nutritious food. 
I am committing some violence even as I am speaking to you now, 
but this violence is unavoidable and we do not regard it as sin. 

It is a sin if you eat two morsels when you can do with one. 
The Gita says that we are thieves if we are not moderate in eating, 
and yet we arrange sumptuous community dinners. At every step 
we disobey the teachings of the Gita. What right, then, have we 
to ask this question? 

Q.. If, through want of faith or out of false regard for others or out of 
fear, a person hands over some of his garments of foreign cloth, and only 
some, and afterwards buys foreign cloth again, it would do the country 


1 Vide Vol. XV. 
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harm rather than good. Why should we then try to collect such garments 
or cloth ? Why should we not merely explain to the people the slavery 
involved in foreign cloth and leave them free saying “Do what you think 
best.” 1 

A. Why should we doubt or distrust anybody? Why should 
we believe the other man to be a dissembler? Why should we 
think that somebody has not been sincere in parting with his cloth? 
Whatever one’s motive in doing a good deed, it does yield some 
benefit. If someone speaks the truth out of fear, even this will save 
the world from the harm that would have otherwise resulted from 
his lying. If a man does a good thing with an evil motive, it will 
harm him and he will not get the merit which accrues from a good 
deed; still, the world will certainly benefit from the goodness of his 
act. A man who discards foreign cloth and wears swadeshi, both 
out of fear, may not get for himself the merit of a virtuous act, but 
his wearing swadeshi will provide work to some artisans in the 
country and his action will certainly result in that much good. We 
should, however, presume that what people have offered they have 
done with sincere faith. 

The suggested application of “Do what you think best” is also 
mistaken. When did Lord Krishna say these words? Only after 
He had Aijuna securely in his grip. The Lord explained to him 
what his duty was, pleaded with him in various ways and then 
asked him to do what he thought best. We, too, should explain 
tilings to the people, appeal to their sense of honour and then, if 
they are still not persuaded, we may tell them to do what they 
think best. 

We should not, of course, wish to kill anyone. Even if, how- 
ever, we are not ready to lay down our own lives instead, we must 
boycott foreign cloth. We shall not be following dharma if we 
sit back with folded arms and do nothing. I shall continue to 
attend meetings like this till the 1st of August, but afterwards I 
shall stop doing even that. I shall go on pleading for swadeshi 
only up to the 31st of August. Afterwards, I shall give up that too. 
I am a practical business man. I shall go on with the crushing of 
any quantity of oil-seeds only as long as I believe that it is worth 
while doing so, and stop afterwards. I have much other business 
to attend to. ' 

Q,. How can those people who earn only eight to ten annas a day 
afford to boycott foreign cloth ? How can a man earning Rs. 100 to 150 


1 A reference to the Bh^gavad Gita , xviii, 63 
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Parsi friends thoroughly. How could he not know a community with whom he 
had lived for so many years? The men and women who had given so much money 
to the Tilak Swaraj Fund, who had given up their ornaments, should not fail 
in their duty now on the 1st of August. Let them all give up their foreign 
clothes on that date! What they thought was sinful to wear they should not 
keep for a single moment with them. They must realize that by wearing these 
foreign clothes they were starving millions of their own countrymen. Those 
foreign clothes should be destroyed and must not be kept with them, for they 
were tainted. What was sinful for them to wear was also sinful for poor men 
to wear and therefore he was against their clothes being given to poor 
men even. But they might be sent out of India to Smyrna if they so desired. 

He would ask them to wear khadi and allow poor men to wear the 
mill-made cloth. Whatever was hand-made was more artistic, more beautiful 
and better on the whole than what was made on the machine. All that was 
made on the machine was for the poor and the rich men should spin their own 
yarn and send it to their own weavers to be woven into any kind of cloth they 
liked. That was the practice formerly before they took to foreign cloth. We 
had forgotten all the artistic crafts that were in this country and had taken to 
mill-made foreign things simply because they came from France or England. 
Were they incapable of all originality among themselves that they should resort 
to foreign countries for everything? Had they forgotten all their crafts and 
were they so much dependent on foreign countries for their requirements? He 
appealed to them to give up their foreign things and make some sacrifice for 
their country. It was not actually a sacrifice that they were making; they were 
only serving their country. He was glad that all the members of the All-India 
Congress Committee numbering something like 300 had come down to 
Bombay dressed in pure white khaddar. He often remembered what Mr. Pickt- 
hall had said about this. He had said that if they wanted to adopt any new 
colour they must first wash themselves white of all their impurities — they must 
adopt pure white khaddar before they took any coloured cloth. There was 
purity, there was holiness and there was beauty in khaddar and it did not cause 
any inconvenience to those who wore it. It was the badge of our Indian nationa- 
lity and they must wear it now. He then asked them to sign their names after 
due consideration to the pledge which was circulated among them. They must 
do so only after full consideration as he did not want to shame them into sign- 
ing the pledge. It should be purely voluntary and there should be no sort of 
compulsion whatever. 

The Bombay Chronicle , 31 - 7-1921 



224. MY NOTES 
White-clad India 

On the day of the birth anniversary of Tilak, I was astonished 
to see Mr. Pickthall, the editor of the Chronicle , come to the meet- 
ing dressed in khadi, with a khadi cap, and still more pleased by 
his speech, brief but full of the purest sentiments. He said: “This 
is a movement of self-purification. India will lose nothing by wear- 
ing only white clothes for some time to come. Let them fill in colours 
after they have, clad in white, achieved their goal.” We wear 
white khadi as we have no time to get it dyed. Moreover, 
many of us do not like colours, as they are of foreign make. 
That Mr. Pickthall should see in the whiteness of khadi the purity 
of our movement — this struck me as a very beautiful idea. To- 
day, we look upon all colours, whatever their source, as beautiful. 
In truth, however, they are ugly spots. Beauty and art lie in 
colours which have been used to dye the right material with due 
regard for the times and after satisfying oneself as to their source. 
What a difference there is between a child’s brush-work on a 
piece of paper and an artist’s drawing into which he has infused 
a soul! At present our fascination for colours is of the same order 
as that for the dabs of paint made by a child’s brush. No artist 
will arise in the country and we shall see no paintings in its shops 
so long as the majority of people do not start wearing white clothes. 
There can be no beauty of design, as they say, except on material 
of quality; in very much the same way, we cannot have a variety 
of designs pleasing to the eye and the mind so long as we do not 
make a beginning with pure, white khadi. The colours we have 
today are much like the colour of a white-washed tomb. One 
who hopes to see the development of Indian art must throw out 
the rubbish of foreign cloth and prepare a white background. Just 
as we clean up our yard before painting designs in it, similarly it 
is necessary to dean up immediately the rubbish of foreign cloth 
which is lying on the country’s doorstep. 

A Parsi Sister 

Our Parsi brothers and asters have started taking a very ac- 
tive part in the national movement. Shri Godrej, it appears, has 
decided to run his whole business of making safes in die interest 
of the country. Parsi youths have come forward to picket liquor- 
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• a month, discard foreign cloth and get new garments made from swa- 
deshi cloth or khadi? Should they incur a debt? Should they beg? 
Should they not rather rest content with a pledge not to purchase foreign 
cloth henceforth? 

A. Even such a poor man should cleanse himself of the filth 
of foreign cloth. If the worst comes to the worst, let him beg for 
khadi afterwards; let him borrow money from friends or get it 
through hard labour, wearing, meanwhile, no more than a 
langoti . A strong determination will help us to overcome many 
difficulties. Such determination is a form of prayer and it does 
bear fruit. 

[From Gujarati] 

Navajivan , 11-9-1921 

223 . SPEECH ON SWADESHI , BOMBAY 1 

July 30 , 1921 

Mr. Gandhi said on the 30th June Indians had done their duty to their 
country and they must be proud of it, for they had realized that they could 
do a thing without the support, the patronage, of Government. Their fear 
about want of money was now removed and even now he was receiving, un- 
asked, funds from his Pjjrsi, Mohammedan and Hindu friends for theTilak Swaraj 
Fund and that showed that Indians were realizing their duty to their Mother- 
land. He was now sure that, if the money that was already collected was 
spent properly, they would not only be able to collect one crore of rupees, 
but even four crores. He, however, wanted swaraj before the end of the year 
and that would mean they would not have to collect any more monies. But 
man proposes and God disposes, and his desires might not be fulfilled. If all 
Indians — men and women— -did their duty to their country, he was sure of 
success. The All-India Congress Committee had now decided that they should 
put their energies in producing as much khaddar as possible. Without having 
swadeshi they could not have swaraj. Indians did not like to wear what 
was produced in this country but only those clothes which came from England, 
France and Japan, as they thought that country-made cloth was not beautiful 
or artistic enough for their requirement. If they could think like that, how, 
could they realize swaraj ? The two lungs of India were food and clothing 
and if they were diseased the country could not live long. How many crores 
of people there were in this country who were on the verge of starvation? If 

l Gandhiji spoke to a crowded meeting of Parsis, held under the auspices 
of the Parsi Rajkiya Sabha, at Excelsior Theatre. 
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they thought about them they would find that it was their duty to provide 
for those starving Indians. If they read the history of this country they would 
find that since India gave up weaving and spinning and took to foreign cloth 
India was suffering from poverty and as long as they did not try to remedy 
these things their sufferings would continue. If the Parsi millionaires gave all 
their money to the poor of this country their sufferings would not cease, for 
did they want to keep those crores of persons dependent on their sadaoaris ? 
Or did they want to make them self-dependent? By their own efforts, by their 
own work, these people should earn their livelihood and get their clothing, 
and they must not be taught to depend upon others for their necessaries. There 
was only one way of providing work for the poor in this country and that was 
by Indians wearing khaddar. Some people might ask him why all those poor 
persons did not come to towns like Ahmedabad and Bombay where there was 
so great a scarcity of labour. He did not think that the poor of India would 
leave their homes and migrate to the towns for work in the mills. Supposing 
they did that, what would be the result? Indians would have to starve, for 
who would till the soil and produce wheat and other cereals for them? India 
would then be a jungle and the people would have to starve. It was there- 
fore not possible for the whole population to migrate to towns. So long as 
there was a single man starving in this country, so long it was the duty of 
Indians to be economical and not to indulge in useless luxuries. Therefore he 
was telling his friends that whatever reforms they might get, whatever resolu- 
tions they might pass in the Councils, so long as they could not remove the 
poverty from this land, all their efforts would be in vain. He would appeal to 
his Parsi friends to realize the true position of India, diagnose the disease from 
which the country was suffering and then try to remove it by means of 
observing swadeshi. Let the Parsis show to the whole country — however much 
steeped in luxury they might be, however much they might like to use costly 
things and clothes— that once they had realized the serious position of this 
country they were willing to do their duty by their Motherland and not only 
fall in line with other communities, but to lead the other backward communities 
to the goal of swaraj. He for one believed fully that a community which 
was always taking the lead in many questions in this country would also lead 
the country this time and would not fall behind. It was impossible for the 
country to make a move forward without taking all the different communities 
with it and India could not afford to leave a single community behind. Parsis 
who had been taking a leading part in so many questions, he had no doubt, would 
do so also in this regard. The Parsis should not say that because they had 
two months before them they would do nothing until the 30th September and 
give up everything on the last day. The Parsi community would be put to test 
on Monday next 1 and he knew they would not be found wanting, for he knew his 

1 August 1 . The boycott campaign was to be launched on that day. 

XX-29 



